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PREFACE. 


HPHE favourable reception this Treatife has met 
with in the feveral Editions through which k 
has pafTed> encourages the Author to hope that its 
appearance on a more enlarged fcale will not render 
it lefs deferving the countenance of his Brethren. 
He would be wanting in gratitude to his friends, 
not to acknowledge his obligations to feveral gentle- 
men for many curious extra&s, and the perufal of 
fome valuable manuscripts, which have enabled him 
to illuftrate his fubjett with greater accuracy and 
precifion. 

This Tra& is divided into Four Books. — In the 
Firft Book, the excellency of Mafonry is difplayed. — 
In the Second Book, the general plan of the fub- 
jefts treated in the three Degrees is illuftrated, 
with occafional remarks ; and a brief defcription is 
given of the ancient Ceremonies of the Order. This 
part of the Treatife, which the Author confiders 
molt effential for the inftru&ion and improvement 
of his Brethren, is confiderably extended in the 
later Editions. — The Third Book contains the copy 
of a curious old Manufcript on Mafonry, with an- 
notations, the better to explain this authentic docu- 
ment of antiquity. — The Fourth Book i3 reftri&ed 
to the hiftory of Mafonry from its firft appearance in 
England, to the year 1812, in whiqh are introduced 
the mod remarkable occurrences of the Society both 
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at home and abroad, with fome account of the 
principal Patrons and Prote&ors of the Fraternity 
at different periods. The p?ogreij3 of Mafonry on 
the Continent, as well as in India and America, 
is alfo traced, while the proceedings of the Brethren 
of Scotland particularly claim attention. Throughout 
the whole are interfperfed fevOral explanatory notes, 
containing fome ufeful information ; and a few 
general remarks are introduced on fome of the late 
publications againft the Society of Freemafons. 

At the end of the volume is given a colle&ion of 
Anthems and Songs ; whiph, being occafionally 
introduced in our affemblks, may tend greatly to 
enliven the proceedings. 

The fuccefs of this Treatife has far exceeded its 
merit ; the Author, therefore, (hall only obferve, 
that ihould his additions or corrections be confidered 
real improvements, he wifl be amply gratified for 
any pains he may have taken, 

D«an-ftrcct, Fetter-lane, k 

Feb. ifilO. 
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/ INTRODUCTION. 

V -< 

^^hoever attentively confiders the nature and 
tendency of the Mafonic Inftitution, mult 
readily perceive its general utility. From an anxi- 
ous defire to difplay its value, I have been induced 
to offer the following (heets to the Public, Many 
reafons might have with-held me from the attempt $ 
my inexperience as a writer, my attention to the 
duties of a laborious profeffion, and the many abler 
hands who have treated the fubjedt before me.: yet, 
under all thefe difadvantages, the perfuafion of 
friends, added to a warm zeal in the caufe, have 
ftimulated me to rlfk my reputation on the fate of 
my performance. 

When I firft had the honour to be eledted Matter 
of the Lodge, I thought it proper to inform myfelf 
fully of the general rules of the Society, that I might 
be better enabled to execute my own duty, and offi- 
cially enforce obedience in others. The methods 
which I adopted with this view, excited in fome of 
fuperficial knowledge an abfolute diflike of what 
they confidered as Innovations ; and in others who 
were better informed, a jealoufy of pre-eminence 
which the principles of Mafonry ought to have 
checked. Notwithflanding thefe difcouragements, 
however, I perfevered in my intention of fupporting 
the dignity of the Society, and of difcharging with 
fidelity the duties of my office. 
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Viii INTRODUCTION. 

As candour and integrity, uninfluenced by intereft 
or favour, will ever fupport a good caufe, fome of 
my opponents (pardon the expreffion) foon began to 
difcover their error, and cheerfully concurred in the 
execution of my meafures ; while others of lefs 
liberality tacitly approved, what their former de- 
clared opinions forbad them publicly to adopt* 

This fuccefs, which exceeded my mod fanguine > 
wifhes, encouraged me to examine with more at- 
tention the contents of our Le&ures. The rude 
and imperfe£t (late in which I found them, the 
variety of modes eftabliffied at our meetings, and 
the difficulties I had to encounter in my refearches, 
rather difcouraged my firft attempt: perfevering, 
however, in the defign, I continued the purfuit; 
and with the affiftance of a few brethren, who had 
carefully preferved what ignorance and degeneracy 
had reje&ed as unintelligible and abfurd, I dili- 
gently fought for, and at length happily acquired, 
fome of the ancient and venerable landmarks of the 
Order. 

Fortunate in the acquifition of friends, and fully 
determined to purfue the defign of effecting a ge- 
neral reformation, we perfevered in an attempt to 
correct the irregularities which had crept into our 
aflemblies, and exemplify at all our meetings the 
beauty and utility of the Mafonic fyflem. 

We commenced our plan by enforcing the value 
of the ancient charges and regulations of the Order* 
which inattention had fuffered to (ink into oblivion, 
and eftabliffied thofe charges as the bafis of out - 
work, fo imprint on the, memory a faithful dif- 
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« 

•charge of our duty, we reduced the more material 
parts of the fyftem into pra&ice ; and in order to 
encourage others to promote the plan, we made it a 
general rule of reading one or more of thefe charges 
at every regular meeting, and elucidating fuch paf- 
fages as feemed obfcure. The ufeful hints which 
were afforded by thefe means enabled -us gradually 
to improve the plan, till we at lad fucceeded in 
bringing into a connected form all the Seftions 
which now compofe the three Leftures of Mafonry. 

The progrefs daily made by our fyftem pointed out 
the propriety of obtaining the fan&ion of our Pa- 
trons ; feveral brethren of acknowledged honour 
and integrity, therefore, united in an application to 
the mod refpe&able Members of the Society for 
countenance and fupport. They happily fucceeded 
to the utmoft of their wifties, and fince that time the 
plan has been univerfally admitted as the bafis of our 
Moral Leflures. To that circumftance the prefent 
publication owes its fuccefs. 

Having thus ventured to appear in vindication of 
the ceremonies, and in fupport of the privileges of 
the Order, I ihall be happy to be confidered a feeble 
inftrument in promoting its profperity. Should f 
>be honoured with a continuance of the approbation 
of my brethren, and fucceed in giving the world 
a favourable idea of the inftitution, I fliall be fully 
gratified for my paft exertions ; and (hould my hopes 
lie fruftrated, I fliall yet indulge the not unpleafant 
arefle&ion, of having difeharged my duty in the cha- 
xa&er of a Mafon* 
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* 

V BOOK I. 

THE EXCELLENCY OF MASONRY DISPLAYED. 





SECT. I. 

Reflections on the fymmetry and proportion in the worts 
of Nature , and on the harmony and affeCtion among 
the various fpecies of beings . 

yii hoe ve r attentively obferves the obje&s which 
* * furround him, will find abundant reafon to 
admire the works of Nature, and to adore the Being 
who dire£U fuch aftonifliing operations : he will be 
convinced, that infinite wifdom could alone defign, 
and infinite power finilh, fuch amazing works. 

Were a man placed in a beautiful garden, would 
not his mind be ^aflefted with exquifite delight on 
a calm furvey of its rich colledions ? Would not 
the groyes, the grottos, the artful wilds, the flowery 
parterres, the opening villas, the lofty cafcades, 
the winding ftreams, the whole variegated fcene, 
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awaken his fenfibility, and infpire his foul with 
the mod exalted ideas ? When he obfenred the 
delicate order, the nice fymmetry, and beautiful 
difpofition of every part, feemingly complete in 
itfelf, yet reflecting new beauties on the other, and 
all contributing to make one perfect whole, would 
not his mind be agitated with the moft bewitching 
fehfations ; and Would not the view of the delightful 
fcene naturally lead him to admire and venerate the 
happy genius who contrived it ? 

If the productions of art fo forcibly imprefs the 
mind with admiration, with how much greater 
aftonifhment and reverence mud we behold the 
opefttktas of Nature, which prefcnts to view un- 
bounded fcenes of utility and delight, in which divine 
wifdom is moft ftrikingly confpicuous ? Thefe fcenes 
are indeed too expanded for the narrow capacity of 
man to comprehend \ yet whoever contemplates the 
general fyftem, from the uniformity of the plan, 
muft naturally be directed to the original fource, the 
Supreme Governor of the world, the one perfcCt and 
imfilllied beauty ! 

Befide all the pleafing profpe&s that every where 
furround us, and with which our fenfes are every 
moment gratified : befide the fymmetry, good order, 
and proportion, which appear in all the works of 
creation, fomething farther attra&s the reflecting 
mind, and draws its attention nearer to the Divinity 
— the univerfal harmony and affeCtion among the 
different fpecies of beings of every rank and deno- 
'mination. Thefe are the 'Cements of the rational 
'world, and by thefe alone it fubfifis. When they 
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ceafe, nature muft be difiblved, anfd m£n,the image 
of bis Maker* and the chief of his works, be over- 
whelmed in the general chaos. : i • 

In the whole order of beings# from the feraph 
which adores and burns, down to the meaneft infcCt, 
nil, according to their rank in the fcale of exiftence, 
Iiave, more or lefs, implanted in them, the principle 
ofaffotiation with others of the fame fpecics. Even 
,the mod inconsiderable animals are formed into dif- 
ferent ranks and focieties, . for mutual benefit and 
prote&ion. Need we name the careful ant, or the 
induftrious bee ; infe&s which the wifeft of men has 
recommended as patterns of unwearied induftry and 
.prudent forefight ? When we extend our ideas, we 
(hall find that the innate principle of friendlhip 
increafes in proportion to the extenfion of our in- 
tellectual faculties \ and the only criterion by which 
a judgment can be formed refpe&ing the fuperiority 
of one part of the animal creation above the other, 
is by obferving the degrees of kindnefs and good- 
nature in which it excels. 

Such are the general principles which pervade the 
whole fyftem of creation ; how forcibly, then, muft 
fuch leffims predominate in our aflemblies, where 
civilization and virtue are moft z ealoufly cheriftied, 
under the lan&ion of fcience and tbe ttt$ ? > 

SECT. II. 

The Advantages refulting from Friend/hip. 

No fubjeCt can more properly engage the attention, 
than the benevolent difpofitions which indulgent Na- 
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ture has bedowed upon the rational fpecies. Thefe 
are replete with the happieft effeXs, and afford to 
the mind the mod agreeable reflexions. The bread, 
which is infpired with tender feelings, is naturally 
prompted to a reciprocal intercourfe of kind and 
generous aXions. As human nature rifes in the 
fcale of beings, the focial affeXions iikewife arife. 
Where friendfhip is unknown^ jealoufy and fuf- 
picion prevail ; but where that virtue is the cement, 
true happinefs fubfids. In every bread there is 
a propenfity to friendly aXs, which, being ex- 
erted to effeX, fweetens every temporal enjoy- 
ment; and although it does not remove the 
difquietudes, it tends at lead to allay the calamities, 
of life. 

Friendfhip is traced through the circle of private 
connexions to the grand fydem of univerfal bene- 
volence, which no Hmits can circumfcribe, as its 
influence extends to every branch of the human race. 
AXuated by this fen time nt, each individual conneXs 
his happinefs with the happinefs of his neighbour, 
and a fixed and permanent union is edabliihed 
among, men./ ■ c 

Nevenhelefs, though friendfhip, copfidered as the 
Source of ;univerfal benevolence, be unlimited, it 
exerts its influence more or lefs powerfully, as the 
objeXs it favours are nearer or more remote. Hence 
the love of friends and. of "country takes the lead in 
our affeXions, and gives rife to that true patriotifm, 
which fires the foul with the mod generous flame, 
^creates the bed and mod difintereded virtue, and 
infpires that public fpirit and heroic ardour, which 
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enables us to fupport a good caufe, and rifle our lives 
in its defence. 

This commendable virtue crowns the lover of his 
country with unfading laurels, gives a luftre to his 
a£tions, and confecrates. his name to lateft ages. The 
warrior’s glory may confift in murder, and the rude 
ravage of the defolating fword ; but the blood of 
thoufands will not ftain the hands of his country’s 
friend. His virtues are' open, and of the nobleft kind. 
Confcious integrity fupports him againft the arm of 
power; and (hould he bleed by tyrant-hands, he 
glorioufly dies a martyr in the caufe of liberty, and 
leaves to pofterity an everlafting monument of the 
greatnefs of his foul. 

Though friendfhip appears divine when employed 
in preferring the liberties of our country, it fhines 
with equal fplendor in more tranquil feenes. Before 
it rifes into the noble flame of patriotifm, aiming 
deftru&ion at the heads of tyrants, thundering for 
liberty, and courting danger in defence of rights ; 
we bphold it calm and moderate, burning with an 
even glow, improving the foft hours of peace, and 
heightening the relifli for virtue. In thofe happy 
miupaentS) ,contra<£fcs are formed, focieties are infli- 
tufed, and the vacant hours of life are employed* in- 
the cultivation of focial and polifhed manners. 

On this general plan the univerfality of our fyftem 
is eftablifhed. Were friendfhip confined to the fpot 
of our nativity, its operation would be partial, and 
imply a kind of enmity to other nations. Where the 
interefts of one country interfere with thofe of an- 
other, Nature di&ates an adherence to the welfare of 
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our own immediate connexions; but fuch inter- 
ference apart, the true Mafon is a citizen of the 
world, and his philanthropy extends to all the hu- 
man race. Uninfluenced by local prejudices, he 
knows no preference in virtue but according to its 
degree, from whatever clime it may fpring. 

SECT. III. 

Origin of Mafonry , and its general Advantages . 

From the commencement of the world, we may 
trace the foundation of Mafonry ; Eyer fince fymmetry 
began, and harmony difplayed her charms, our Order 
has had a being. During many ages, and in many 
different countries, it has flourifhed. No art, no 
fcience, preceded it. Irt the dark periods of antiquity, 
when literature was in a low ftate, and the rude man* 
nets * of our forefathers withheld from them that 
knowledge we now fo amply fhare, Mafonry di flu fed 
its influence. This fcience unveiled, arts arofe, civi- 
lization took place, and the progress of knowledge and 
philofophy gradually difpelled the gloom of ignorance 
and barbarifm. Government being fettled, authority 
was given to laws, and the aflemblie6 of the Fraternity 
acquired the patronage of the great and the good, 
while rhe tenets of the profeflion diffufed unbounded 
philanthropy. 

Abftra&ing from the pure pleafures which arife 
from friendfhip fo wifely conftituted as that which 
fubfifts among Mafon s, and which it is fcarcely 
poffible that any circumftance or occurrence can 
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erase, Mafonry is a fcience confined to no psritpular 
country 9 but extends over the whole terreftrial globe, . 
Wherever arts flourish, there it flourilhes too. Add 
to this, that by fecret and inviolable figns, carefully 
preferved among the Fraternity, it becomes an uni- 
verfal language. Hence many advantages are gained: 
the diftantChinefe, the wild Arab, and the American 
favage will embrace a brother Briton, and know, that 
befide the common ties of humanity, there is ftill a 
ftronger obligation to induce him to kind and friendly 
offices. The fphit of the fulminating prieft will be 
tamed ; and a moral brother, though of a different 
perfuafion, engage his efteem : for mutual toleration 
in religious opinions is one of the moft diftinguifhing 
and valuable charafteriftics of the Craft. As all re- 
ligions teach morality, if a brother be found to aft 
the part of a truly honeft man, his private fpeculative 
opinions' are left to God and himfelf. Thus, through 
the influence of Mafonry, which is reconcilable to the 
belt policy, all thofe difputes which embitter life, and 
four the tempers of men, are avoided 5 while the com- 
mon good, the general objeft, is zealoufly purfued. 

From this view of our fyftem, its utility mult be 
fufficiently obvious. The univerfal principles of the 
art unite, in one indifloluble bond of affeftion, men 
of the moll oppofite tenets, of the moft diftant conn** 
tries, and of the moft contradi&ory opinions ; fo that 
in every nation a Mafon may find a friend, and in 
every climate a home. 

Such is the nature of our inftitution, that in the 
lodge, which is confined to no particular fpot, union 
i* cemented by fincere attachment, and pleafure rec> 
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procally communicated in the cheerful obfervance of 
every obliging office. Virtue, the grand objeft in view, 
luminous as the meridian fun, fhines refulgent on the 
mind, enlivens the heart, and heightens cool appro- 
bation into warm fympathy and cordial attention. 

S E C T. IV. 

Mafonry confidered under two Denominations. 

Masonry pafies under two denominations, — ope- 
rative and fpeculative. By the former, we allude to a 
proper application of the ufeful rules of architecture^ 
whence a ftrufture derives figure, ftrength, and; 
beauty j and whence refult a due proportion and a 
juft gorrefpondence in all its parts. By the latter, 
we learn to govern the paffions, aft upon the fquare, 
keep a tongue of good report, maintain fecrecy, and 
praftife charity. 

Speculative Mafonry is fo far interwoven with re- 
ligion, as to lay us under the ftrongeft obligations to 
pay that rational homage to the Deity, which at once 
conftitutes our duty and our happinefs. It leads the 
contemplative to view with reverence and admiration 
the glorious works of creation, and infpires them with 
the moft exalted ideas of the perfeftions of the di- 
vine Creator. Operative Mafonry furnifhes us with 
dwellings, and convenient fhelter from the incle- 
mencies of feafpns ; and while it difplays the ef- 
fefts of human wifdora, as well in the choice as 
in the arrangement of the materials of which an 
edifice is compofed, it demonftrates that a fund of 
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fcience and induftiy is implanted in man, focjthe 
beft, moft falutary, and beneficent purpofes. 

The lapfe of time, the ruthlefs hand of ignorance, 
and the devaftations of war, have laid wafte and 
deftroyed many valuable monuments of antiquity, 
on which the utmoft exertions of human genius 
have been employed. Even the temple of Solomon, 
fo fpacious and magnificent, and conftru&ed by fo 
many celebrated art ills, efcaped not the unfparing 
ravages of barbarous force. Free-mafonry^ not- 
withftanding, has ftill furvived. The attentive ear 
receives the found from the inftru&ive tongue, and 
the facred myfteries are fafely lodged in the repofi- 
tory of faithful breafts. Tools and implements of 
archite&ure, fymbols the moft expreffive ! are fe- 
lefted by the Fraternity, to imprint on the memory 
ferious truths ; and thus the excellent tenets of the 
inftitution are tranfmitted, unimpaired, under cir- 
cumftances precarious and adverfe, through a fuc- 
ceflion of ages. 

SECT. V. 

The Government of the Fraternity . ' , 

The mode of government obferved by the Frater- 
nity, will give the beft idea of the nature and defign 
of the mafonic inftitution. 

Three claffes are eftablifhed among Mafons, under 
different appellations. The privileges of each clafs 
are diftinft, and particular means adopted to preferve 
thofe privileges to the juft and meritorious. Honour 
jmd probity are recommendations to the firft ckifs; 
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in which the pra&ice of virtue is enforced, and the 
duties of morality are inculcated, while the mind is 
prepared for a regular progrefs in the principles of 
knowledge and philofophy. — .Diligence, affiduity, 
and application, are qualifications for the fecond clafs; 
in which is given an accurate elucidation of fcience, 
both in theory and pra&ice. Here human reafon is 
cultivated, by a due exertion of the intellectual 
powers and faculties ; nice and difficult theories are 
explained ; new difcoveries are produced, and thofe 
already known beautifully embelli(hed.— The third 
clafs is reflriCted to a felefted few, whom truth and 
fidelity have diftinguifhed, whom years and expe- 
rience have improved, and whom merit and abilities 
have entitled to preferment. With them the ancient 
landmarks of the Order are preferved; and from them 
we learn the neceffary inftru&ive leffons, which dig- 
nify the art, and qualify the profeflors to illuftrate its 
excellence and utility. 

Such is the eftabliffied plan of the mafonic fyftem. 
By this judicious arrangement, true friendlhip is cul- 
tivated among different ranks of men, hofpitality pro- 
moted, induftry rewarded, and ingenuity encouraged. 


SECT. VI. 

Reafons why the Secrets of Mafonry ought not to he 
publicly expofed ,• and the Importance of thcfe Secrets 
demonf rated . 

If jjgp fecrets of Mafonry are replete with fuch 
advantage to mankind, it may be aikcd, Why are 
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they not divulged for the general good? To this 
it may be anfwered Were the privileges of Ma- 
fonry to be indiscriminately difpenfed, the purpofee 
of the inftkution would not only be Subverted £ 
but our Secrets being familiar, like other important 
matters, would lofe their value, and fink into dis- 
regard. 

It is a weakness in human nature, that men are 
generally more charmed with novelty than with the 
intrinfic value of things. Innumerable teftimonics 
might be adduced to confirm this truth. Do we 
not find that the mod wonderful operations of $hc 
Divine Artificer? however beautiful, magnificent, 
and ufefu), are overlooked, becaufe common and 
familiar ? The fun rifes and fets, the fea flows 
and reflows, rivers glide along tbeir channels, trees 
and plants vegetate, men and beafis ad, yet thefe, 
being perpetually open to view, pafs unnoticed* 
The mod aftoniihing productions of Nature, on the 
fame account, efcape observation, and excite mm 
emotion, either in admiration of the great Caarfe, 
or of gratitude for the bleffing conferred. Even 
Virtue herfelf is not exempted from this unhappy 
bias in the human frame. Novelty influences aM 
our adions and determinations. What is m&ft, or 
difficult in the acguifitton, however tariffing or £n- 
fignificant, readily captivates the imagination, and 
enfures a temporary admiration; while, what is 
familiar, or eafily attained, however noble or emi- 
nent, is fure to be disregarded by the giddy and the 
unthinking. 

Did the eflence of Mafonry confift in the inow- 
* 6 
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ledge bf particular fecrets or peculiar forms, it fnighc 
be alleged that our amufements were tsifling and 
fuperficial. But this is not the cafe 5 they are only 
the keys to our treafute, and having their ufe, are 
preferred ; while, from the recolle&ion of the leffons 
which they inculcate, the well-informed Mafon de- 
rives inftru&ion : he draws them to a near infpeftion, 
views them through a proper medium, adverts to the 
circumftances which gave them rife, and dwells upon 
the tenets they convey. Finding them replete with 
tifeful information, he prizes them as facred *, and* 
being convinced of their propriety, eftimates their 
value from their utility. 

Many are deluded by the vague fuppofition, that 
Our myfteries are merely nominal ; that the praftices 
eftabliflied among us are frivolous *, and that our 
ceremonies may be adopted or waved at pleafure* 
On this falfe balls we find the brethren hurrying 
through all the degrees of the Order, without ad- 
verting to the propriety of one ftep they purfue, or 
poffeffing a (ingle qualification requifite for advance- 
ment. Paffing through the ufual formalities, they 
cbnfider themfelves entitled to rank as mafters of the 
aft, r foficit and accept offices, and even affume the 
government of the lodge, equally unacquainted with 
the rules of the inftitutioti they pretend to fuppfitt, 
of the nature of thetruft they are bound to perform . 
The confequence is obvious \ anarchy and confullon 
enTde^ land the fubftance is loft in the fhadow*— • - 
rience men, whb are eminent for ability, rank, and 
fortune, frequently view the honours of Mafonry 
with indifference, and when their patronage is fo- 
10 
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li cited, either accept offices with relu&ance, or rejeflf 
them with difdain. 

Mafonry has long laboured under thefe difad- 
vantages, and every zealous friend to the Order 
muft earneftly wifh for a correflion of the abufe* 
Of late years it muft be acknowledged, that our 
afiemblies are in general better regulated, of which 
the good eflfe£ta are fufficiently difplayed, in the ju- 
dicious feleAion of our members, and the more 
proper obfervance of the general regulations. 

Were the brethren who prefide at our meetings, 
to be properly inftrufled previous to their appoint- 
ment, and regularly apprized of, the importance of 
the offices they are chofen to fupport, a general re- 
formation would fpeedily take place. This conduct 
would eftablilh the propriety of our government, 
and lead men to acknowledge, that our honours 
were not undefervedly conferred. The ancient con- 
fequence of the Order would be refttwed, and the 
reputation of the Society preferved. Till genuine 
merit ftiall diftinguilh our claim to the honours of 
Mafonry, and regularity of deportment difplay the 
influence and utility of our rules, the world in ge- 
neral will not be led to reconcile our proceedings 
with the tenets of the profeflion. 

SECT. VII. 

Few Societies exempted from cenfure. Irregularities 
of Mafons no argument agaifjfl the Inflit utian. 

Among the various focieties of men, few, if 
uny* are wholly exempted from cenfure. Friendftip, 
Jiowever valuable in itfelf, and however univerfal 
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•jay be its pretenfioris, has feldom operated fo power- 
fully in general affociations, as to promote that 
fincerc attachment to the welfare and profperity of 
each other, which is neceffary to conftitute true 
happinefs. This may be afcribed to fundry caufcs, 
but to none with more propriety, than to the re- 
prehenfible motives which too frequently lead men 
to a participation of focial entertainments. If to 
pafs an idle hour, to oblige a friend, or probably 
to gratify an irregular indulgence, be the only in- 
ducement to mix in company, is it futprifing that 
the important duties of fociety fliould be negle&ed* 
and that, in the quick circulation of the cheerful 
glafs, the nobleft faculties fliould be fometimes 
buried in the cup of ebriety ? 

It is an obvious truth, that the privileges of 
Mafonry have long been proftituted for unworthy 
confiderations, and hence their good effefts have 
been lefs confpicuous. Many have enrolled their 
names in our records for the mere purpofes ctf con- 
viviality, without inquiring into the nature of the 
particular engagements to which they are fub- 
je&ed* by becoming Mafons. Several have been 
prompted by motives of intereft, and many intro- 
duced to gratify an idle curiofity, or to pleafe as 
jolly companions. A general odium, or at lead a 
•carelefs indifference, mult be the refult of fuch con- 
duct. But the evil flops not here. Perfons of this 
description, ignorant of the true nature of the infti- 
tution, probably without any realdefeft in their own 
.morals* are induced to recommend others of the 
fame call* to join the fociety for the fame purpofe* 
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Hence the true knowledge of the art decreafes with 
the increafe of its members, and the mod valuable 
part of the inftitution is turned into ridicule ; while 
the diffipations of luxury and intemperance bury in 
oblivion principles which might have dignified the 
mod exalted chara&ers. 

When we confider the variety of members of 
which the fociety of Mafons is compofed, and the 
fmall number who are really converfant with the 
tenets of the inftitution, we need not wonder that 
few (hould be diftinguiftied for exemplary lives* 
From perfons who are precipitately introduced into 
the myfteries of the art without the requifite qua- 
lifications, it cannot be expe&ed that much regard 
will be paid to the observance of duties which they 
perceive to be openly violated by their own initia- 
tion; and it is an incontrovertible truth', that fuch 
is the unhappy bias in the difpofition of fome men, 
though the faiceft and bell ideas were imprinted 
on the mind, they are fo carelefs of their own repu- 
tation as to difregard the moft inftru&ive lefibn&. 
We have reafon to regret, that even perfons who are 
di#tingui(hed for a knowledge in the art, are too fre- 
quently induced to violate the rules to which a pre- 
tended conformity may have gained them applaufe. 
The hypocrify, however, is foon unveiled ; no fooner 
are they liberated from the trammels, as they con- 
ceive, of a regular and virtuous deportment, in the 
temporary government of the lodge, than, by impro- 
perly abufmg the innocent and cheerful repaid, they 
become flaves to vice and intemperance, and not only 
disgrace themfelves, but refled di&onour on the Fra- 
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-terftity. By fuch indifcretion, the beft of inftitutions 
is brought into contempt, and the more deferring, 
part of the community juftly conceives a prejudice, 
againft the Society, of which it is difficult afterwards 
to wipe off the impreffion. 

But if fome do tranfgrefs, no wife man will thence 
argue againft the inftitution, or condemn the whole 
Fraternity for the errors of a few mifguided indivi- 
duals. Were the wicked lives of men admitted as 
an argument againft the religion which they profefs, 
'the wifeft and moft judicious eftabliffiments might 
be expofed to cenfure. It may be averred in favour 
of Mafonry, that whatever imperfe&ions are found 
among its profeffors, the inftitution countenances 
no deviation from the rules of right reafon. Thofe 
who violate the laws, or infringe on good order, 
are kindly admoniftied by Secret monitors ; when 
thefe means have not the intended effeft, pub- 
lic reprehenfion becomes neceffary; and, at laft, 
when every mifd endeavour to effe£t a reformation 
in their condijft is of no avail, they are expelled the 
lodge, as unfit members of the Society. 

Vain, therefore, is each idle furmife againft the 
plan of our government $ while the laws of the 
Craft are properly Supported, they will be proof 
againft every attack. Men are not aware, that by 
decrying any laudable inftitution, they derogate frorji 
the dignity of hurhan nature itfelf, and from that 
good order and wife difpofition of things, which the 
almighty Author of the world has framed for the 
government of mankind, and eftabliflied as the bafis 
of the moral fyftem. Friendfhip and Social delights 
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can never be the obje& of reproach ; nor can that 
wifdom which hoary Time has fanttified be fubje£t 
to ridicule. Whoever attempts to cenfure what he 
does not comprehend , degrades . himfelf ; and the 
generous heart will pity the miftakes of fuch igno- 
rant .prefumpt ion. 


SECT. vnr. 

Charity the diftinguijhing GharaEleriflic of Mafotis. 

Charity is the chief of evtry focial virtue, and 
the diftinguifhing charadleriftic of Mafons. This 
virtue includes a fupreme degree of love to. the great 
Creator and Governor of ’the univerfe, and aft unli- 
mited affe&ion to the beings of his creation, pf all 
characters and of every denomination. Thislaft; 
duty is forcibly inculcated by the example of the 
Deity himfelf, who liberally difpenfes his beneficence 
to unnumbered worlds. 

It is not particularly our province to enter into % 
dUquifition of every branch of this amiable virtue * 
We Ihall only briefly ftate the happy effedts pf a 
nevolent.difpofition toward mankind, and ihew that 
charity, : exerted on proper objedts, is the greateft 
pleafure man can poffibly enjoy. 

The bounds of the greateft nation, or the mod 
exterifive empire, cannot circumfcribe the generofity 
of a liberal mind. Men, m whatever fituation they 
are placed, are (till, in a great meafure, the fame. 
They are expofed to fimiiar dangers and misfortunes. 
They have not wifdom to fore fee, of power to pre- 
^ vent, the evils incident to human nature. They 
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hang) as it were, in a perpetual fufpcnfe between 
hope and fear, ficknefs and health, plenty and want. 
A mutual chain of dependence fubfifts throughout 
the animal creation. The whole human fpecies are 
therefore proper objc&s for the exereife of charity. 

Beings who partake of one common nature, ought 
to be aduated by the fame motives and interefts. 
Hence, to foothe the unhappy, by fympathizing with 
their misfortunes, and to reftore peace and tranquil- 
lity to agitated fpirits, conftitute the general and 
great ends of the mafonic fyftem. This humane, 
this generous difpofition fires the breaft with manly 
feelings, and* enlhrens that fpirit of compaffion, 
which is the glory of the human frame, and which 
not only rivals, but outlines, every other pleafure 
the mind is capable of enjoying. 

All human paffions, when directed by the fupe- 
rior principle of reafon, tend to promote fome ufeful 
purpofe 5 but compaffion toward proper obje&s is 
the molt beneficial of all the afle&ions, and excites 
more lafting degrees of happinefs* as it extends to 
-greater numbers, and alleviates the infirmities and 
evils which are incident to human exiftence. 

Poflcfied of this amiable, this godlike difpofition, 
Mafons are Ihocked at mifery under every form and 
appearance. When they behold an obje£t pining 
under the miferies of a diftrefled body or mind, the 
healing accents which flow from the tongue mitigate 
the pain of the unhappy fufferer, and make even 
adverfity, in its difmal ftate, look gay. When pity is 
excited, they affuage grief, and cheerfully relieve 
diftrefs. If a brother be in want, every heart is 
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moved $ when he is hungry, we feed him *, when 
he isnaked* we clothe him \ when he is in trouble* 
we fly to his relief. Thus we confirm, the propriety, 
of the title we bear, and convince the world at 
large, that brother among Mafons is more dim 
the name. 

SECT. IX. 

The difcernment deployed by Mafons in the choice of 
cbjeffs of charity . 

The mofc inveterate enemies, of Mafonry muft ac- 
knowledge, thatno fociety is more remarkable, for 
the psa&ice of charity, or any affociation of men 
more famed for dtfinterefted liberality. It cannot 
be faid that Mafons indulge in convivial mirth, while 
the poor and needy pine for relief. Our charitable, 
eftabli&ments and quarterly contributions, exclufive 
of private fubfcriptions to relieve diftrefe, prove that 
we are ready with cheerfnlnfefa, in proportion to our 
circuraftances, to alleviate the misfortunes of our 
fellow-creatures. Confidering, however, the va- 
riety of obje&s, whole diftrefs the di&ates of Na- 
ture as well as the ties of Mafonry incline us to 
relieve, we find it necelfary fometimes to inquire 
into the caufe qf misfortune ; left a misconceived 
tendemefs of difpofition, or an impolitic generality 
of heart, might prevent us from making a proper 
diftinftion in the choice of objefts. ^Though our 
ears are always open to the diftrefles of the deferving 
poor, yet charity is not to be difpenfed with a pro- 
file liberality on impoftors. The parents of a nu- 
merous offspring, who, through age, ficknefs, infir- 
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mity,- or any unforeseen accident in life, may be 
reduced to want, particularly claim our attention, 
and Seldom fail to experience the happy effe&s of 
our friendly affociations. To Such objefts, whofc 
fituation is more eafy to be conceived than exprcfled, 
we are induced liberally to extend relief. Hence we 
give convincing proofs of w#donv and difcemment j 
for though benevolence, like our laws> be unlimited, 
yet our hearts glow principally with affe&ion toward 
the deferring part of mankind. 

From this view of the advantages which refult 
from the practice and profeffion of Matonry, every 
candid and impartial mind muft acknowledge its 
utility and importance to the date ; and furely, if 
the pi£f ure here drawn be juft, it muft be no trifling 
acquiiition to any government, to have under its ju- 
risdiction, a Society of men, who are not only true 
patriots and loyal Subjects, but the patrons of Science 
and the friends of mankind* * v > — 

SECT. X. 

Friendly admonitions . 

As ufeful knowledge is the great object erf. our 
defire, let us diligently apply .to the praftice of the 
art, and fteadily adhere to the principles it inculcates. 
Let not the difficulties we have to qncOuinter check 
our progrefs, or damp our zeal ; but let us recolteCt, 
that the ways of wifdom are beautiful, and lead to 
pleafure. Knowledge is attained by degrees, . and 
cannpt every where be found. Wifdom Seeks the 
Secret (hade, the lonely cell defigned for contempla- 
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tion. There enthroned fhe fits, delivering her facred 
oracles. There let us feek her, and purfue the real 
blifs. Though the paflage be difficult, the farther we 
trace it, the, eafier it will become. 

Union and harmony conftitute the eflence of Free- 
mafonry ; while we enlift under that banner, the fo- 
ciety mufl flouriih, and private animofities giye place 
to peace and good fellowfhip. Uniting in one de- 
fign, let it be our aim to be happy ourfelves, and 
contribute to the happinefs of others. Let us mark 
our fuperiority and diftin&ion among men, by the 
fincerity of our profeffioh as Mafons ; let us culti- 
vate the moral virtues, and improve in all that is 
good and amiable ; let the Genius of Mafonry pre- 
side over our conduct, and under her fway let us per- 
form our part with becoming dignity ; let us preferve 
an elevation: of under (Ending, a politenefs of manner, 
and -an evennefs of temper; let our recreations be 
innocent, and ptirfued with moderation ; and never 
let irregular indulgencies lead to the fubverfion of 
our fyftem, by impairing our faculties, or expofing 
our chara&er to derifiori. In conformity to our 
precepts; as patterns worthy of imitation, let the re- 
fpe&abilityof our character be fupported by the re- 
gularity of our* coriduft, and the uniformity of our 
deportment^ then, as citizens of the World, and 
firiend^ tp every clime, we fhall be living examples of 
viztue^nd benevolence, equally zealous to merit, as 
4*ribt&in, univerfal approbation. 
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BOOK IT. 

GENERAL REMARKS : INCLUDING AN ILLUSTRATION 
Of THE LECTURES ; A PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION 
OF THE ANCIENT CEREMONIES •, AND THE CHARGES 
USED IN THE DIFFERENT DEGREES. 

SECT. I. 

General Remarks . 

A8CNRY is an art ufeful and extenfivc. In every* 
^ art there is a myftery, which requires a pro- 
gcefs of ftudy and application to arrive at any degree 
of perfeftion. Without much inftruction, and more 
exercifc, no man can be fkilful in any art j m like 
manner, without an affiduous application to the va- 
rious fubjefts treated in the different leftuTCS of 
Mafonry, no perfon can be fuificiently acquainted 
with the. true value of the inftitution. 

From this .remark it is not to be inferred, that 
thofe who labour under the difad vantage of a con- 
fined education, or whofe fphere of life requires af- 
-fiduous attention to bufinefs or ufeful employment, 
are to be difcouraged in their endeavours to gain a 
knowledge of Mafonry. To qualify an individual 
to enjoy the benefits of the Cociety at large, or to 
partake of its privileges, it is not absolutely neceffary 
that he fhould be aajuainted with all the intricate 
parts of the fcience. Thefe are only intended for 
perfons who may have leifure and opportunity to 
indulge the purfuit. 

9 
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Some may be more able than others* fome more 
eminent* feme more ufeful, but all* in their differ- 
ent fpheres, may provp advantageous to the commu- 
nity ; and our neceffities, as well as our confidences, 
bind us to love one another. To peffons, however 
whofe early years have been dedicated to literacy 
purfuits, or whofe circumftances and fituatton ;ih 
life render them independent* the offices of the lodge 
ought principally to be reftri&ed. The induftriotls 
tradefman proves himfelf a valuable member of fo- 
cietyj and worthy of every honour that we can 
confer ; but the nature of every man’s profeffion 
will not admit of that leifure which is neceflary to 
- qualify him to become an expert ,Mafon,fo as to dif- 
-charge the official duties of the lodge with propriety. 
Arid it muft alfo be admitted, that thofe who accept 
offices and exercife authority in the lodge, ought to 
be men of prudence and addrefs, enjoying the ad- 
vantages of a well-cultivated mind and retentive 
memory. All men are not bleffed with the fame 
powers and talents ; all men, therefore, are not 
equally qualified to govern.* He who wifhes to 
teach, mud fubmit to learn 5 and no one can be 
qualified to fupport the higher offices of the lodge, 
who has not previoufly difeharged the duties of thofe 
which are fubordinate. Experience is the beft pre- 
ceptor. Every man may rife by gradation, but merit 
and tnduftry arc the firft fteps to preferment. Ma« 
fenvy is "wifely inftituted for different ranks and 
degrees of men ; and every brother, according to his 
ftation and ability, may be employed in the lodge, 
and clafs with his equal. AQuated by the beft 
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principles, no difquietude is found among the pro- 
feffors of the art. Each clafs is happy in its parti- 
cular affociation ; and when all the clafies meet in 
general convention, one plan regulates the whole : 
neither arrogance or preemption appear on the one 
hand, nor diffidence or inability on the other; every 
brother vies to excel in promoting that endearing 
happinefs, which conftitutes the efience of civil 
fociety. 

SECT. II. 

The Ceremony of Opening and Glofing the Lodge . 

In all regular alTemblies of men, who are con- 
vened for wife and ufeful purpofes, the commence- 
ment and conclufion of bufinefs is accompanied with 
fome form. In every country of the world the prac- 
tice prevails, and is deemed effential. From the mod 
remote periods of antiquity it is traced, and the 
refined improvements of modem times have not 
aboliihed it. 

Ceremonies, Amply confidercd, are little more than 
vifionary delufions ; but their effe&s are fometimes 
important. — When they imprefs awe and reverence 
, on the mind, and attraft the attention to folemn 
rites by external forms, they are interefting obje&s. 
Thefe purpofes are effe&ed when judicious cere- 
monies are regularly conduced and properly ar- 
ranged. On this ground they have received the 
fandiion of the wifeft men in all ages, and confe- 
qiiently could not efcape the notice of Mafons. To 
begin well, is the moft likely means to end well : 
and it is juftly remarked, that when order and method 
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are negle&ed at the beginning, they will be feldom 
Found to take place at the end. 

The ceremony of opening and cloGng the lodge 
with folemnity and decorum, is therefore univerfally 
adopted among Mafons; and though the mode in 
fome meetings may vary, and in every Degree muft 
vary,- ftili an uniformity in the general £ra£Uce pre- 
vails in the lodge ; and the variation (if any) is folely 
occafibned by a want of method, which a little appli- 
cation will eafily remove. 

To conduft this ceremony with propriety, ought 
to be the peculiar ftudy of every Mafon ; efpecially of 
tHofe who have the honour to rule in our aflemblies. 
To perfons who are thus dignified, every eye is 
(Krefted for regularity of conduft and behaviour ; 
and, by their example, other brethren, lefs in- 
formed, may naturally expeft to derive inftru&ion. 

From a (hare in this ceremony no Mafon is ex- 
empted; it is a general concern, in which all muft 
affift. This Is the fir ft requeft of the Matter, and 
the prelude to bufinefs. No fooner has it beert 
fignified, than every officer repairs to his ftation, anif 
the brethren rank according to their degrees. The 
intent of the meeting becomes the obje£t of atten- 
tion, and the mind is infenfibly drawn from the in- 
difcrimmafo fuhjefts of converfation which are apt 
to intrude Oh our lefs ferious* moments. 

Our firft care is direfted to the external avenues 
of die lodge, and the proper officers, whofe province 
it is to difcharge that duty, execute the truft with 
fidelity. By certain myttic forms, of no recent date, 
it is intimated that we may fafely proceed. To de- 
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tcSt impoftors among ourfekes, an adherence to or- 
der in the character of Mafons enfues, and the lodge 
is opened or clofed in folemn form. 

At opening the lodge, two purpofes are efic&ed : 
the Matter is reminded of the dignity of his cha- 
racter, and the brethren of the homage and venera- 
tion due from them in their fundry ftations. Thefe 
are not the only advantages refulting from a due ob- 
fervance of the ceremony ; a reverential awe for the 
Deity is inculcated, and the eye fixed on that objeCt 
from whofe radiant beams light only can be derived. 
Hence in this ceremony we are taught to adore God, 
and fupplicate his protection on our well-meant en- 
deavours. The Matter aflumes his government in due 
form, and under him his Wardens ; who accept 
their truft, after the cuftomary falutations. Then 
the brethren, with one accord, unite in duty and 
refpeCt, and the ceremony concludes. 

At doling the lodge, a fimilar form takes place. 
Here the le& important duties of the Order are not 
pafled over unobserved. The neceflary degree of 
Subordination which takes place in the government 
of the lodge is peculiarly marked, while the proper 
tribute of gratitude is ottered up to the beneficent 
Author of life, whofe bleffing is invoked, and ex- 
tended to the whole fraternity. Each brother then 
faithfully locks up the treafure which he has acquired 
in his own repofitory 5 and, pleafed with his reward, 
retires to enjoy, and diffeminate among the private 
circle of his friends, the fruits of his labour aiid 
induftry in the lodge. 

. Thefe are faint outlines of a ceremony which uni# 
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verfally prevails, among Mafons, and dift mguifhes ail 
their meetings. Hence it is arranged as a gcncdat 
Se&ion in every Degree of the .Order/ and takes the 
lead in all our iHuftrations. - 

A Prayer ufed at opening the Led#* 

May the favour of Heaven be upon dii* meeting^ 
and as it is happily begun, may it be condu&ed -it* 
older, and clofed in harmony ! Amen . 

A Prayer ufed at cloftng the Lodge. 

May the bleffing of Heaven reft upon its, and all 
regular Mafons ! may brotherly love prevail/ and 
every moral and focial virtue cement usl Amen f- .l v/ 

: r.u 

Charges and Regulations for the confab cndhebaviopr . 

<f Mafons . . i 

A rehearfal of die Ancient Charges property foe- 1 
ceeds the opening, and precedes the clofing, of the* 
lodge. This was the conftant pra&ice ofbur ancient 
brethren, and ought never to be negleifted in'tfuf 
regular affemblies. A recapitulation of our duty 
canno| be difagreeable to thofe who afe acquainted 
with it j and to thofe to whom it is not known, 
fhould any fuch be, it muft be highly proper 1 to 
recommend it. •'* :o 

Ancient Charges . 

[To be rebearfed at opening the Lodge.] 

On the Management of the Craft in working* ' 

Mafons employ themfelves diligently in their fun** 
dry vocations, live creditably, and conform with 
c 2 
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*b£et£idm%telid)the governn'ient'of the - country in 
#hkb4hcyarcfikte> rip .■* , 

^lTfa^mdfccxpert^raftfman is chofen or appointed 
Matter of the work, and is duly honoured in that 
charafter by thofe over whom he prefides. 

The Mafre^howingTiinrfelf qualified, undertakes 
Aji lodge,* arid.- trulydifpenfeshis 

A craftfman.wMis appointed Warden pf the work 
under the Matter, is true to Matter and Fellows, care- 
fully overfeei' ^fre work, and the brethren obey him, 
iJn'I&fc: Matter* Wardens, and brethren are juft and 
tithf^liKandj carefully finifli the work they begin, 
whedaerdt b &ki the Firft or ; Second Degree ; but 
never put that work to the Firft, which has been 
app’r^^atbd^tiie Second Degree. 

Neither envy nor cenfure is difeovered among 
pother ^is fupplanted, or put out of 
l^vycjrk* $-$5 be capable to finifti it ; for he who 
i^ppj; ; J%^l^ftttled in the original defign, can 
xjgypr^ith ecpsal advantage to the Matter finifti the 
yfifk he^unjby another. 

employed in Mafonry meekly receive tfyeir re- 
vfpj^Si-aiyl. ufc po difobliging name. Brother or 
^ll^^jre . the- appellations they beftpw on each 
other. They behave courteoufly within and without 
the lodge, and never defert the Matter till the work 
is finiflied *. * 


* TbeX* rC^lurges were originally rehearfed by the feven representatives 
of the three Degrees of the Order ; but it is now the province of the 
ChijAain/ W Secretary 6f the lodge, to deiiver them. 

ii; *w ;riiy?'ioo biii; t \ - • ' ■ t 

- "> 
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x...-. •:■>* v.q \, t ; t .\ >.,) 

Laws for the Government of tty Lodge. 

. [To be rehearfed at opening the, Lodge.] 7 

’ ;':I ; .. " H '.•>(,}•• ;• ; , A 

, You are to falute ope v «inctfhejr in ^_courteoup 
manner, agreeably to the Forms T effcabli(hed ; jamon^ 
Mafons * j you -are freely to f give fupli mutual in- 
ftruftions as (hall be thought neieffary or expedient 
not being overfeen or overheard, .without encroach- 
ing upon each other, or derogating from that refpe£fc 
which is due to a gentleman were He not a Mafon t $ 
for though as Mafons we meet as brethren pn a ley el, 
yet Mafonry deprives no ;man of the honour due to 
his rank or chara&er, but rather adds to his honour, 
efpecially if he has deferved well of the Fraternity, 
who always render honour to whom it is due, and 
avoid ilUmanners. 

No private committees are to be allowed, or fepa- 
rate converfations encouraged : the Mafler or War- 
dens are not to be interrupted, or any brother who 
is fpeaking to the Mafter; but due decorum is to 
be obferved, and a proper refpedt paid to the Mailer, 
and prefiding officers. 

Thefe laws are to be ftri&ly enforced, that har» 
mony may be preferved, and the bufinefs of the lodge 
carried on with order and regularity. 

Amen . So mote it be. 

: ’ / 

* In the lodge, Mafons meet as members of the fame family, and jre- 
prefentatives for the time being of all the brethren throughout the world ; 
every prejudice, therefore, on account of religion, country, or private opi- 
nion, ip removed* 7 

, C 3 
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Charge on the Behaviour of Mafons* 

[To be reheufed at dofiag tlic Lodge.] 

When the lodge is doled, you are to enjoy your- 
felves with innocent mirth, and carefully avoid excefs* 
You are not to coiiipel any brother to a Gt contrary to 
IfU inclination, or give offence by word or deed, but 
enjoy a free and eafy converfation. You are to avoid 
Immoral or obfcene difcourfe, and at all times fup- 
port with propriety the dignity of your chara&er. 

You are to be cautious in your words and carriage, 
that the moil penetrating ftranger may not difcover, 
or find out, what is not proper to be intimated ; and, 
if neceflary, you are to wave the difcourfe, and ma* 
hage it prudently, for the honour of the Fraternity. 

At home, and in your feveral neighbourhoods, you 
are to behave as wife and moral men. You are 
never to communicate, to yOur families, friends, or 
acquaintances, the private tranfadlions of our differ- 
ent aflemblies ; but, on every occafion, confult your 
own honour, and the reputation of the Fraternity at 
targe. 

" You are to ftudy the preservation of health, by 
avoiding irregularity and intemperance, that your 
families ma^y not be neglected and injured, or your- 
felves difabled from attending to your neceflary em- 
ployments in life. 

If a ftranger apply in the chandler of a Mafon, 
you are cautioufly to examine him in fuch a method 
as prudence may diredl, and agreeably to the forms 
cftablilhed among Mafons ; that you may not be im- 
pofed upon by an ignorant falfe pretender, whom 
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you are to rcye& with contempt # % and beware of 
giving him any fecret hints of knowledge. But if 
you difcover him to be a true and genuine brother, 
you are to refpe& him *, if he be in want, you are 
without prejudice to relieve him, or dire& him how 
he may be relieved ; you are to employ him, or re- 
commend him to employment : however, you are 
never charged to do beyond your ability, only to pre- 
fer a poor Mafon, who is a good man and true, be- 
fore any other perfon in the fame circuraftancea f. 

Finally, Thefe rules you are always to obferve and 
enforce, and alfo the duties which have been company 
nicated in the le£ture ; cultivating brotherly Ipvs, 
the foundation and cape-ftone, the cement and glpry 
of this ancient Fraternity ; avoiding, on every occar 
fion, wrangling and quarrelling, flandaring and back- 
biting ; not permitting others to flander honcft 
brethren, but defending their chara&ers, and doing 
them good offices, as far as may be confiftept with 
your honour and fafety, but no farther. Hence all 
may fee the benign influence of Mafonty, as all true 


* This injun&ion may feem uncharitable ; but when it, is confidefed 
that the fccrets of Mafonry are open to all men of probity and honour 
who ace well recommended* an illegal intruder who would wifh to obtnif 
that to which he has no claim, and deprive the public charity of afiaitP 
pittance at his admiffion, can. deferv* no better treatment, 

f On this principle, unfortunate captives in war, and fojourners Acci- 
dentally caft on a diftant ihore, are particular dbje&i of attenrioo, and 
feldom fail to experience indulgence from Mafon* ? andfit is very tcmvV 
able, that there is not an inftance on record Cff a breach of fidelity, ex In- 
gratitude* where that indulgence has been liberally extended. 

C 4 
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Mafonshav&done from the beginning iol the world# 
and will do to the end of time, 
c Amen . So mote it be. 

r : , . • 

sect. iii. 

' " "Remarks ort the First Lecture. 

IIaving illuftrated the ceremony of opening and 
^dofing the lodge, and inferted the Prayers and 
Charges iifually rehearfed in our regular affemblies 
on thdie occafions, we lhall now enter on a difqui- 
fitioii of the different Se&ions of the LefturesWhich 
are appropriated to the three Degrees of the Order, 
giving a brief fummary of the whole, and annexing 
to every*Remark the particulars to which the Se&ioa 
alludes. By thefe means the indttftrious Mafonwill be 
better- inftru&ed in the regular arrangement of the 
Lectures, and be enabled with more eafe to acquire 
a competent knowledge of the Art. 

The fird Lefture is dirided into Se&ions, and 
each Session into Claufes. In this Le&ure, virtue is 
painted in the mod beautiful colours, and the duties 
of morality are ftri&ly enforced. Hete we are taught 
fuch ufeful leffons as prepare the mind for a regular 
advancement in the principles of knowledge and 
philofophy ; and thefe are imprinted on the memory 
by lively and fenfible images, to influence our con- 
duit in the proper difcharge of the duties of facial 
life. 


Digitized by Google 



OF MASONRY* 


33 


The Firjl Seftion. *- 

The Firft Se&ion of this Le&ure is fuited to all 
capacities, and ought to be known by every perfon 
who wifhes to rank as a Mafon. It confifts of ge- 
neral heads, which, though fliort and fimple, carry 
weight with them. They not only ferve as marks of 
diftin&ion, but communicate ufeful and interefting 
knowledge when they are duly inveftigated. They 
qualify us to try and examine the lights of others to 
our privileges, while they demonftrate our own elaiitf; 
and as they induce us to inquire more minutefy into 
other particulars of greater importance, they ferVe 
a proper introdu&ion to fubje&s which are more 
amply explained in the following Se&ions. ! 1 

As we can annex to this remark no other explana- 
tion confident with the rules of Mafonry, we mu ft 
refer the more inquifitive to our regular afiettiblies 
for farther inftru£tion. f ' 

The Second SeBion . r 

The Second Se&ion makes us acquainted with the 
peculiar forma and ceremonies which are adopted at 
the initiation of candidates into Mafonry ; and con- 
vinces us, beyond the power of contradi&ion, of the 
propriety of our rites, while it demonftrates to the 
moft fceptical and hefitating mind their excellence 
and utility. 

The following particulars relative to the cere- 
mony of initiation may be introduced here with 
propriety : 

c s 
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The Declaration to be ajfented to by every Candidate 
previous to Initiation . 

“ Do you ferioufly declare, upon your honour, be- 
fore thefe gentlemen*, that* unbiaffed by friends 
againft your own inclination, and uninfluenced by 
mercenary motives, you freely and voluntarily offer 
yourfelf a candidate for the mytteries of Mafonry l” 
— I do. 

, u Do you ferioufly declare, upon your honour, be- 
fore thefe gentlemen, that you are folely prompted to 
folhcit the privileges of Mafonry, by a favourable 
opinfon conceived of the inffitution, a defire of 
luapwledge, and a fincere wifh of being ferviceable 
to your fellow-creatures ?” — I do. 

“ Do you ferioufly declare, upon your honour, be- 
fore thefe gentlemen, that you will cheerfully con- 
form to all the ancient eftablifhed ufages and cuftoms 
of the Order ?” — I do. 

The Candidate is then propofed in open lodge, as 
follows : 

“ Rt. W. Matter, and Brethren, 

, “ At the requeft of Mr. A. B. [mentioning his pro- 
fejjton and reftdence'] I propofe him in form as a proper 
Candidate for the myfteries of Mafonry ; I recom- 
mend him, as worthy to (hare the privileges of the 
Fraternity ; and, in confequence of a Declaration of 
his intentions, voluntarily made and properly at- 
tested, I believe he will ftri&ly conform to the rules 
of the Order.” 

* The Steward* of the lodge. 
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The Candidate is ordered to be prepared for v 
Initiation, 


A Prayer ufed at Initiation . 

“ Vouchfafe thine aid, Almighty Father of the 
Univerfe, to this our prefent convention ! and grant 
that this Candidate for Mafonry may dedicate and 
devote his life to thy fervice, and become a true and 
faithful Brother among us i Endue him with a com- 
petence of thy diyihe wifdom, that, by the fecrcts of 
this Art, he may be better enabled to difplay the 
beauties of godlinefs, to the honour of thy holy 
Name!' Amen 

Note. It is a duty incumbent on the Matter of the 
lodge, before the ceremony of initiation takes place, 
to inform the Candidate of the purpofe and defign 
of the inftitution ; to explain the nature of his fo- 
lemn engagements ; and, in a manner peculiar to 
Mafons, to require his cheerful acquiefcence to the 
tenets of the Order. 

' # J 

The Third Seftioa. 

The Third Se&ion, by the reciprocal communi- 
cation of our marks of diftinftion, proves the regu- 
larity of our initiation \ and inculcates thofe ne- 
ceffary and inftru£live duties which at once dignify 
our chara&er in the double capacity of Men and 
Mafoas, 

We cannot better illuftrate this Se&io% than by* 
inferting the following 

0 c 6 
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Charge at Initiation into the Firjl Degree *V 
Brother, 

[As you are now introduced into the firft prin- 
ciples of our Order, it is my duty to congratulate 
you, on being accepted a Member of an ancient and 
honourable Society \ ancient, as having * fubfifted 
from? tithe immemorial $ and honourable, as tending* 
in’ every particular, fo to render all men who will be 
conformable to its precepts. No inftitutlon was ever 
raifed on a better principle, or more foiid foundation * 
nor were ever more excellent rules and ufeful max- 
ims laid down, than are inculcated bn ^everyiperfori 
when he is initiated into our rayfteries. Monarchs 
in all ages have been encouragers and promoters of 
the Art, and have never deemed it derogatory, from 
their dignities, to level thejnfelves with the brethren, 
to extend their privileges, and to patronile their 
aflpmblies.] ‘ 

As a Mafon, you are to fludy the moral law, as it 
is contained in the facred code f 5 to confider it as thd 
unerring ftandard of truth and juftice, and to regu- 
late your life and a£tions by its divine precepts. 

■ The three great moral duties, to God, you? neigh- 
bour, and yourfelf, you are ftri6Uy to obferve'; — 
To God, by holding his name in awe and venera- 
tion ; viewing him as the chief good, imploring 
his aid, in laudable purfuits, and fupplicating hii 

* The paragraphs enclofed in brackets [ J may be -oc^afionally 
omitted,. if t|DQe will not admit' of delivering; the ^boie Cfcarg^: * 

•f* In England, the Bible ; but in countries where ; that- book is unc- 
known, whatever is underftood to contain the will or latvof God. 
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prote&ion on weH-meant -endeavours : — To your 
neighbour, by ailing upon the fquare, and, confider- 
ing him equally entitled with yourfelf to (hare the 
bleffings of Providence, rendering unto him thofe 
favours, which, in a fimilar fituation, you would ex- 
pert to receive from him : • — And to yourfelf, by not 
abufing the bounties of Providence, impairing the 
faculties i by irregularity, or debafing the profeffion by 
intemperance* 

In the ftate, you are to be a quiet and peaceable 
fubjeft, true to your fovereign, and juft to your 
country ; you are not to countenance difloyalty or 
rebellion^but patiently fubmit to legal authority, and 
conform with cheerfiiftiefs to the government under 
Which you live ; yielding obedience to the laws which 
Afford you prote&ion, and never forgetting the at-* 
tachment you owe to the place of your nativity, or 
the allegiance due to the fovereign or proteilors of 
that fpot. t * 

[In your outward demeanour you are to avoid 
cenfute or reproach ; and beware of all who may 
artfully endeavour to infinuate themfelves into your 
efteem with a view to betray your virtuous refold 
Hons, of make you- fwerve from the principles of the 
iUftitutiOU. ' Let not intereft, favour, or prejudice* 
biAS- your integrity* or influence you to be guilty of 
A difhonoufable afiion ; but let your conduit be 
uniform, atidi yOuf deportment fuitable to the dignity 
Of the profeffibn.] '■* - 

Above All, ptadUfe. benevolence and charity ; for 
tlfefe vfttUjBs have diftinguifh'ed Mafons in every age 
atid country . [The inconceivable pleafure of coa- 
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tributing toward the relief of our fellow-creatures, is 
truly experienced by perfons of a humane difpofition ; 
who are naturally excited, by fympathy, to extend 
their aid in alleviation of the miferies of others. This 
encourages the generous Mafon to diftribute his 
bounty with cheerfulnefs ; by fuppofing himfelf in 
the fituation of an unhappy fufferer, he liftens to 
the tale of woe with attention, bewails misfortune, 
and fpeedily relieves diftrefs.] 

The Conftitutions of the Order are next to engage 
your attention. [Thefe confift of two points, oral 
and written communication. The former compre- 
hends the myfteries of the Art, and are only to be 
acquired by pra&ice and experience in the lodg&i 
the latter includes the hiftory of genuine Mafonry, 
the lives and chara&ers of its patrons, and the ancient 
charges and general regulations of the Craft.] 

A punctual attendance on the duties of the Order 
we earneftly enjoin, more efpecially in that afiembly 
where your name is enrolled as a member. [There, 
and in all regular meetings of the Fraternity, you are 
to behave with order and decorum, that harmony may 
be preferved, and the bufineft of Mafonry properly 
conduced. The rules of good-breeding; you are 
never to violate, by uGng unbecoming language, in 
derogation of the name of God, or toward the cor- 
ruption of good manners: neither are you to enter 
into any difpute about religion or politics ; or be- 
have irreverently, while the lodge i$ engaged in 
what is ferious and important.] On every occafion 
you are to pay a proper deference and refpeQ to the 
Matter and prefiding officers, and diligently apply to 
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the work of Mafonry, that you may fooner become a 
proficient therein, as well for your own credit, as 
the honour of the company with whom you afibciate. 

Although your frequent appearance at our regular 
meetings be earneftly folicited, your necefiary em- 
ployments are not to be negle&ed on that account : 
neither are you to fuffer your zeal for Maibnry to 
exceed die bounds of difcretion, or lead you into 
argument with perfons who may ridicule our fyftem *, 
but extend your pity toward thofe who may be apt, 
through ignorance, to contemn what they never had 
an opportunity to comprehend. All that is required 
for your general observance is, that you ftudy the 
liberal arts at leifure, trace fcience in the works of 
eminent mailers, and improve in the difquifitions of 
the fyftem, by the converfatton of well-informed 
brethren, who will be equally ready to give, as you 
can be to receive, inftruftion. 

Finally ; Adhere to the conilitutions, and fupport 
the privileges which are to diftinguHh you as a Mafon 
above the reft of the community, and mark your 
confequence among the Fraternity. If, in the circle 
of your acquaintance, you find a perfon defirous of 
being initiated into the Order, be particularly atten- 
tive not to recommend him, uniefs you are convinced 
-he will conform to our rules \ that the value of 
Mafonry may be enhanced by the difficulty of the 
purchafe ; the honour and reputation of the inftitn- 
tion eftabliihed on tlie firmeft bafis \ and the world 
at large convinced of its benign influence. > v 

[Front the attention you have paid to die recital of . 
the duties of the Order, we are led td hope that you 
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will form a proper edimate of the value of Free-ma* 
fonry, and imprint on your mind the di&ates of truth, 
honour, and juftice.] 

This feftion ufually clofes with the following 
EULOGIUM. 

Masonry comprehends within its circle every 
branch of ufeful knowledge and learning, and (lamps 
an indelible mark of pre-eminence on its genuine pro- 
feffors, which neither chance, powder, nor fortune 
can beftow. When its rules are ftri&ly obferved, it 
is a fure foundation of tranquillity amidft the various 
difappointments of life ; a friend that will not deceive, 
but will comfort and affift, in profperity and adverfity ; 
a blefling that will remain with all times, circum^ 
fiances, and places, and to which recourfe may be 
had, when other earthly comforts (ink into difregard. 

Mafonry gives real and intrinfic excellency to man, 
and renders him fit for the duties of fociety. It 
drengthens the mind againd the dorms of life, paves 
the way to peace, and promotes domedic happmefs. 
It meliorates the temper, and improves the Under- 
Handing ; it is company in folitude, and gives vivacity, 
•variety, and energy to focial converfation. In youth, 
it governs the paffions, and employs ufefully our 
mod a£live faculties ; and in age, when ficknefs, 
imbecility, and difeafe have benumbed the corporeal 
frame, and rendered the union of foul and body 
ialmod intolerable, it yields a fund of comfort and 
fatisfa&ion. 

Thefe are its general . advantages ; to enumerate 
ithem;fcparatfely, would be an endkfe labour :* it may 
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be fiiffickht to obfttve/that'he who cultivates this 
fdenrce, artd a&s agreeably to the charafter of a 
Mafim, ha£ within hirofelf the fpring and fupport of 
every fecial Virtue ; a fiibjeft of contemplation, that 
enlarges the mind, and expands all its powers; a 
theme that isf inexhauftible, ever new, and always 
irtterefting; p 

. The Fourth SeBiott . 

The Fourth Section rationally accounts for the 
Orighi of otte hiafloglyphical inftru£tion, and points 
out the; advantages ’which accompany a faithful ob- 
fervanceof our duty ; it iMuftrates, at the fame time, 
certain particulars, of which our ignorance might 
lead us into error, and which, as Mafons, we are in* 
difpenfabiy boun^tokjiow. 

To make daily progrefs in the Art, is a conftant 
duty, and exprefsly required by our general laws. 
What end can be more noble than the purfuit of 
virtue? what motive more alluring, than the praftice 
of juftice ? or what inftruftion more beneficial, than 
an accurate elucidation of fymbols which tend to 
improve and embellifli the mind ? Every thing that 
ftrikes the eye, more immediately engages the atten- 
tion, and imprints on the memory ferio us and folemn 
truths. Mafons have therefore univerfally adopted 
the plan of inculcating the tenets of their order by 
typical figures and allegorical emblems, to prevent 
their myfteries from defcending within the familiar 
reach of inattentive and unprepared novices, from 
whom they might not receive due veneration. 
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The ufages and cuftoms of Mafons have ever cor- 
refponded with thofeof the ancient Egyptians, to 
which they bear a near affinity* Thefephilofophers, 
unwilling to expofe their myfteriea to vulgar eyes, 
concealed their particular tenets and principles of 
polity and philofophy under hieroglyphical figures ; 
and expreffed their notions of government by figna 
and fymbols, which they communicated to their Magi 
alone, who were bound by oath not to reveal them. 
Pythagoras feems to have eftabliflied his fyftem on a 
fimilar plan,, and many Orders of a more recent date 
have copied the example. Mafonry, however, is not 
only the moft ancient, but the mod moral Inftitution 
that ever fubfifted $ as every charafler, figure, and 
emblem, depi&ed in the lodge, has , a moral tendency, 
and tends tp inculcate the pra&ice of virtue. 

[This Seftion clofes with a definition of Charity, 
for which fee p. 17.} 

The Fifth SeBion. 

The Fifth Se&ion explains the nature and priiw 
ciples of our conftitution, and teaches us to difeharge 
with propriety the duties of the different departments 
which we are appointed to fu (tain in the government 
of the lodge. Here, too,, our ornaments are dis- 
played, and our jewels and furniture fpecified, while 
a proper attention is paid to our ancient and venerable 
patrons. 

To explain the fubjefts treated in this SefUon, and 
affift the indpftrious Mafon to acquire them, we can 
only recommend a pun&pal attendance on the duties 
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of the lodge, and a diligent application to the leffena 
which are there inculcated. 

The Sixth St&ion. 

The Sixth Se&ion, though, the lad in rank, is not 
the lead confiderable in importance. It ftrengthens 
thofe which precede, and enforces, in the mod en- 
gaging manner, a due regard to chara&er and beha- 
viour, in public as well as in private life) in the lodge 
as well as in the general commerce of fociety. 

ThisSe&ion forcibly inculcates the mod mftru&ive 
leflbnsw Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth, are themes 
on which we here expatiate. — By theexercife of Bro- 
therly Love* we are taught to regard the whole hu- 
man fpeciesas one family, the high and low, the rich 
and poor; who* as children of the fame Parent, and 
inhabitants of the fame planet, are to add, fupport* 
and proteft each other. On this principle, Mafonry 
mnites men of every country, feft, and opinion * and 
' conciliates true friendihip among thofe who might 
Otherwife have remained at a perpetual diftance.-^- 
Relief is the next tenet of the profeffion. To relieve 
the didreffed is a duty incumbent on all men j par- 
ticularly on Mafons, who are linked together by an 
indiffoluble chain of finceye affe&ion. To footh 
calamity, alleviate misfortune, compaflionate mifery, 
and reftore peace to the troubled mind, is the grand 
aim of the trueMafon, On this bafis he edablilhes 
his friendlhip8, and forms his connexions, -—Truth is 
a divine attribute, and the foundation of every virtue. 
To be good and true, is the firft leffon werarc taught 
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in Mafonry. On this theme we contemplate, and bf 
7 it s diftates endeavour to regulate our condud : in* 
fluenced by this principle, hypocrily and deceit are 
unknown in the lodge, fincerity and plain-dealing 
diftinguifli us, while the heart and tongue join in 
prombthig the general welfare, and rejoicing in each 
other's profperity. ; 

Tcy this illuftration fucceeds an explanation of the 


" f— 


four cardinal virtues, Temperance, Fortitude, Pru- 
dence, and Juftice.— By Temperance, we are in- 
ftru&ed to govern the pallions, and check unfitly 
defires. The health of the body, and the dignity 
of the Ipecies, are equally concerned in a faithful ob- 
fervance of it. — By Fortitude we are taught to refift 
temptation, and encounter danger with fpirit and re- 
folution. This virtue is equally diftarlt from rafhnefs 
and cowardice j and he who poffefles it, -is feldom 
ihaken, and never overthrown, by the ftorms that 
{unround him. — By Prudencb w£ are hiftniftcd 
regulate our conduct by the dilates of reafon, and 
to judge and determine with propriety in the execu- 
tion of every thing that tends to promote either our 
prefent or future well-being. On this virtue, all 
others depend 5 it is therefore the chief jewel that 
can adorn the human frame.— Juftice, the boundary 
of right, eonftitutes 1 the cement of civil foCiety. This 
virtue, in a great meafure, conftitutes real goodnefs, 
and is therefore reprefented as the perpetual ftudy of 
the accompliftied Mafon. Without the exercHe of 
jbftice, univerfal confufion would enfue \ lawlefs 
force might overcome the principles of equity, and 
focial intercourfe no longer exift. 
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The explanation of thefe' virtues is acc6nq>amed 
with fome general obfervations on the equality ob* 
ferved among Mafons. /In the lodge, noeftrangement 
of behaviour is difcovdred ; influenced by the lame 
principle, an uniformity of opinion, which is ufefui 
in exigencies, and pleafing in familiar life, univerfally 
prevails, ftrcngthens the ties of friendfhip, and equally 
promotes love and efteem. Mafons are brethren by 
a double; tie, .and among them, as brothers, no iitvi- 
dious diftin&ions exifl ; merit being always refpefted, 
and honbur rendered to whom it is due. — A king, 
in the lodge, is reminded, that although a crown 
may adorn the head, or a fceptrc the hand, the blood 
in the veins is derived from the common parent of 
mankind, and is no- better than that of the meaneft 
fubjeft. — The ftatefman, the fenator, and the artift, 
are there taught that, equally with others, they are 
by nattire expofed to infirmity and difcafe ; and that 
an unforefeen misfortune, or a disordered frame, may 
impair their faculties, ahd level them with the robft 
ignorant of their fpecies. This cheeks pri^e, and 
incites courtefy of behaviour. — Mqn of inferior 
talents, or who are not placed by fortune -in fuch 
exalted ftadons, are inftru&ed to regard their fu- 
periors with peculiar efteem, when they difeover 
them voluntarily diverted of the trappings of exter- 
nal grandeur, and condescending in the badge of 
innocence and bond of friendfhip, to trace wifdom, 
and follow virtue, alfifted by thofe who are of a rank 
beneath them. Virtue is true nobility, and wifdom 
is the channel by which Virtue is diredled and con- 
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veyed $ Wifdom and Virtue only mark diftin&ion 
among Mafons. 

Such is the arrangement of the Se&hms in die 
Firft Lecture, which, including the forms adopted 
at opening and doling the lodge, comprehends die 
whole of the Firft Degree. This plan .has not only 
the advantage of regularity to rccommcndit, butthc 
fupport of precedent and authority, and die fan&ion 
and refpefl which flow from antiquity. The whole 
is a regular fyftem of morality, conceived m a ftrain 
of interefting allegory, which readily unfolds its 
beauties to the candid and induftrious inquirer. 


S E C T. IV. 

Remarks on the Second Lecture. 

Masonry is a progreffive fcienee, and is divided 
into different dafies or Degrees, for the more regular 
advancement in the knowledge of its myfteries. Ac- 
cording to the progrefs we make, we limit or extend 
our inquiries ; and, in proportion to our talents, we 
attain to a left or greater degree of perfection. 

Mafonry indudes almoft every branch of polite 
learning under the veil of its myfteries, which com- 
prehend a regular fyftem of fcience. Many of its 
iUuftrations may appear unimportant to the confined 
genius ; but the man of more enlarged faculties will 
confider them in the higheft degree ufeful and irt- 
terefting. To pleafe the accomplifhed fcholar and 
ingenious artift, the inftitution is planned ; and in 
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the inveftigation of its latent do&rines, the philofo- 
pher and mathematician may experience equal Caris- 
fadHon and delight. 

To exhauft the various fubjefts of which Mafomy 
treats, would tranfcend the powers of the brighteft 
genius; ftill, however, nearer approaches to perfec- 
tion may be made, and the man of wifdom will not 
check the progrefs of his abilities, though the talk he 
attempts may at firft feem insurmountable. Perfeve- 
rance and application will remove each difficulty as 
it occurs; every ftep he advances, new pleafures 
will open to his view, and inftru&ion of the nobleft 
kind attend his researches. In the d^igent purfuit 
of knowledge, great difcoveries are made, and the 
intelleftual faculties are wifely employed in pro- 
moting the glory of God, and the . good of man. 

Such is the tendency of all die illuftrations in 
Mafonry. Reverence for the Deity, and gratitude 
for the bleffings of heaven, are inculcated in every 
Degree. This is die plan of our fyftem, and the 
refult of our inquiries. 

The Firft Degree being intended to enforce the 
duties of morality, and imprint on the memory the 
nobleft principles which can adorn the human mind ; 
the Second Degree extends the plan, and compre- 
hends a more difiulive fyftemof knowledge. Pra&ice 
and theory are united to qualify die induftrious Ma~ 
fon to ihare the pleafures winch an advancement in 
the Art neceffarily affords. Liftening with attention 
to the wife opinions of experienced men on import- 
ant fubje&s, the mind of the Craftfman is gradually 
familiarifed to ufeful inftruftion, and he is foon cn- 
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abled to inveftigate truths of the utmod concern in 
the general trapfaSionsof life, ; 

From this fyftem proceeds a ratil^il amufemCnt ; 
while the mental powers are fully employed* the 
judgment is properly exercifed : a y fpirit of emulation 
prevails $ ♦ and every brother vies, who (hall jftod 
excel in promoting the defign of tjic fnftitution. 


The Firjl §e£lion.‘ 1 

The firft Se&ion of the Second Degree elucidates 
the mode of introdu&ion into this clafs \ and in- 
draft s ; the diligent Craftfraan how to proceed in the 
proper arrangement of the ceremonies which are ufed 
on tjhati occafiop. It enables him to judge of the 
importance of thofe rites, and convinces him of the 
neceffity of adhering to all the eftabliftied ufages of 
the Order. Here he is entruded with particular 
tefts, to prove his title to the privileges of this De- 
gree, and fatisfaftory reafons are given for their 
origin. The duties which cement, in the firmed 
union, well-informed brethren, are illuftrat£d ; and 
an opportunity is given to make fuch advances in 
the Art, as will always diilinguifh the abilities of 
able Craftfmen. ? 

Befide the ceremony^of initiation into the Second 
Degree, this Seftion contains many important parti** 
culars, with which no officer of the lodge ihould be 
unacquainted. 
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mharge at Initiation into the Second Degree *. 

Brother, ; i ; 

Being advanced to the Second Degree of the Order, 
we congratulate you on your preferment. [The in- 
ternal, and not the external, qualifications of a man, 
are what Mafonry regards. As you increafe in 
knowledge, you will confequently improve in focial 
intercourfe. 

It is unneceffary to recapitulate the duties which, 
as a Mafon, you are now bound to difcharge ; or 
enlarge bn the neceflity of a flrifj: adherence to them, 
as your owh : experience mud have eftablifhed their 
value. It may be fufficient to obferve, that] Your 
pad behaviour and regular deportment have merited 
the honour 'which we have conferred ; and in your 
new character, it is expe&ed that you will not only 
conform to the principles of the order, but fleadily 
perfevere in the practice of every commendable virtue. 

The ftudy of the liberal arts [that valuable branch 
of education, which tends fo effe&ually to polifh and 
adorn the mind] is eameftly recommended to your 
confideration ; efpecially the fcience of Geometry, 
which is eftablifhed as the b^fis of out Art. [Geo- 
metry, or Mafonry, originally fynonimous terms, is 
of a divine and moral nature, and enriched with the 
mod ufeful knowledge j while it proves the wonder- 
ful properties of Nature, it demonftrateS the more 
important truths of Morality. 

* The fentenecs inclofed in brackets [ ] may be jpecaiknatty omitted, 
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As the folemnity of our ceremonies requires a 
ferious deportment, you are to be particularly atten- 
tive to your behaviour in our regular aflimblies ; 
you are to preferve our ancient ufages and cuftoms 
faored and inviolabk ;, and induce others, by your 
example, to hold them in due veneration. 

The laws and regulations' of thc j Order you are 
ftrenuoully to feppprt and maintain. You are not 
to palliate, or aggravate, the offences of your bre- 
thren ; but, in the decifion of every trefpafs againft 
our rules, judge with candour, admonifh with friend- 
fhip, and reprehend with mercy. 

, A$ a Craftfman, in our private affemblies you may 
pffer your fpntiments and opinions on fuch fubje£b 
as are regularly introduced in the L$Gt ure, under the 
fuperintendanfe of an experienced Mafter, who will 
guard the land-marks againft encroachment. By this 
privilege you may improve your intelle&oal powers ; 
qualify yourfelf tq become an ufeful member of fo- 
cieby ^ und, like a Wilful Brother, ftrivfe to excel in 
what ip good and great.: ; 

[*All regular figns and femmonfes, given and 
received* you are duly to honour, and pun&ually. 
obey 5 inafmnch as they confift with our; profefled 
principles.; t You are to encourage induftry and re- 
ward merit j fupply the wants and relieve* the . ne,- 
ceflities of brethren and fellows, to :tbe utmoft of 
your power and ability 5 and on no account to wrong 
them, or fee them wronged, but apprife them of 

* This and the following paragraph are to be omitted, if prerioafly 
ufed iiitbe-courfe of the ceremony. 
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approaching danger, and view their intereft as inse- 
parable from your own. 

Such is the nature of your engagements as a 
Craftfman, and thefe duties you are now bound to 
obferre by the moft facred ties.] 

The Second Seflion. 

The Second Se&ion of this Degree prefents an 
ample field for the man of genius to perambulate. It 
curforily fpecifies the particular claffes of the Order, 
and explains the requisite qualifications for preferment 
in each. In the explanation of our ufages, many 
remarks are introduced, which are equally ufeful to 
the experienced artift and fage moralift. The various 
operations of the mind are demonftrated, as for as 
they will admit of elucidation, and a fund of exten- 
five fcience is explored throughout. Here wc find 
employment for leifure hours ; trace fcience from its 
original fource*, and, by drawing the attention to the 
fum of perfe&ion, contemplate with admiration the 
wonderful works of the Creator. Geometry is dif- 
pteyed, with all its powers and properties ; and in 
the dilquifition of this fcience, the mind is filled with 
rapture and delight. Such is the latitude of this 
Se&ion, that the moft judicious may fail in an at- 
tempt to explain it, the rational powers being exerted 
to their utmoft ftretch in illuftrating the beauties of 
Nature, anddcmonftrating the more important truths 
of Morality. 

As the orders of archite&ure come under confi- 
D 2 
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deration in this Seflion, the following brief defcrip- 
tion of them may not be improper : 

By order in architecture, is meant a fyftem of the 
members, proportions, arid ornaments of columns 
and pilafters \ or, it is a regular arrangement of the 
proje&ing parts of a building, which, united with 
thofe of a column, form a beautiful, perfect, and 
complete whole. Order in architecture may be traced 
from the firil formaidon of fociety. When the rigour 
of feafons obliged men to contrive Ihelter from: 
t{ie inclemency of the weather, we learn that they » 
ftrft planted trees on end, and then laid others acrofs, 
to fupport a covering. The bands which conne&ed 
thofe trees at top and bottom, are faid to have fug- 
gefted the idea of the bafe and capital of pillars * 
and from this Ample hint originally proceeded the 
more improved art of architefture. 

: The five orders are thus clafled : the Tufcan, 
Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, and Compofite. 

The Tufcan is the moft Ample and folid of the five 
orders. It was invented in Tufcany, whence it derives 
its name. Its column is feven diameters high ; and its 
capital* b^fe, and entablature have but few mouldings. 
The iimplicity of the conftru&ion of this column 
renders it eligible where folidity is the chief obje<3, 
and where ornament would be fuperfluous. 

The Doric order, which is plain and natural, is 
the moft ancient* and was invented by the Greeks. 
Its column is eight diameters highland it has feldom 
any ornaments on bafe or capital, except mouldings; 
though the frieze is diftinguilhed by triglyphs and 
metopes* and the triglyphs com pofe the ornaments of 
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the frieze. The folid compofition of this order gives 
it a preference in ftruftures where ftrcngthand a 
noble but rough Amplicity are chiefly required. 

The Doric is the beft proportioned of all the or- 
'ders. The feveral parts of which it is compofed, are 
founded on the natural pofltion of folid bodies; In 
its firft invention it was more Ample than in its pr&- 
.fent ftate. In after-times, when it began to be adorned, 
it gained the name of Doric ; for when it was con- 
ftru£led in its primitive and Ample form, the name 
of Tufcan was conferred on it. Hence the Tufcan 
precedes the Doric in rank, on account of the rcfera- 
blance to that pillar in its original ftate. 

The Ionic bears a kind of mean proportion between 
the more fohd and delicate orders. Its column is 
nine diameters high; its capital is adorned with 
volutes, and its cornice has denticles* There is both 
delicacy and ingenuity difplayed in this pillar *, the 
invention of which is attributed to the Ionians, as the 
famous temple of Diana at Ephefus was of this order* 
It is faid to have been formed after the model of an 
agreeable young woman, of an elegant ftiape, drafted 
in her hair ; as a contrail to the Doric order, which 
was formed after that of a ftrong' robuft man. 

The Corinthian y the richeft of the Ave orders, is 
deemed a mafter-piece of art, and was invented at 
Corinth by Callimachus. Its column is ten diameters 
high, and its capital is adorned with two rows of 
leaves, and eight volutes, which fuftain the abacus. 
The frieze is ornamented with curious devices, and 
die cornice with denticles and modiilions. This 
order is ufed in (lately and fuperb ftruftures, 
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Callimachus is faid to have taken the hint of the 
capital of this pillar from the following remarkable 
circumftance ~ Accidentally paffing by the tomb of 
a young lady, he perceived a bafltet of toys, covered 
with a tile placed over an acanthps root, having been 
left there by her nurfe. As the hranches grew up, 
they encompaffed the bafket, till, arriving at the tile, 
they met with an obftru£Uon, and bent downwards. 
Callimachus, ftruck with the obje&, fet about imi- 
tating the figure ; the vafe of the capital he made to 
reprefent the bafket j the abacus the tile * and the 
volutes, the bonding leaves. 

The Compofite is compounded of the other orders, 
and was contriyed by the Romans. Its capital has 
the two rows of leaves of the Corinthian, and the 
volutes of the Ionic. Its column has the quarter- 
round as the Tufcan and Doric orders, is ten dia* 
meters high, and its cornice has denticles or fimple 
modillions. This pillar is generally found hi 
buildings where Rrength, elegance, and beauty, are 
united. 

The original orders of architecture were no more 
than three $ the Doric, Ionic , and Corinthian . To thefe 
the Romans added two : the Tufcan, which they 
made plainer than the Doric \ and the Compofite, 
which was more ornamental, if not more beautiful, 
than the Corinthian. The firft three orders alone 
fhew invention and particular chara&er, and effen- 
tially differ from each other : the two others have 
nothing but what is borrowed, and differ only acci** 
dentally, the Tufcan is the Doric in its earlieft 
ftate \ and the Compofite is the Corinthian enriched 
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witfi the Ionic. To Ac Greeks/ an^ wt to^lhc Ro- 
many, we »Oj indebted fof what is great,, judicious, 
ajid di£ki»& in archi tenure. 

Theft obfemtions are intended to induce Ac 
induftrious Craftfman to purfue his refearchcsinto 
the rife and progress of archke&ute, by confuting 
the works of the be ft writers on the fubjeS. 

An analyfis of the human faculties is alfb giten 
in this Se&tonj in whioh the five external fenfea paf?- 
ticularly claim attention. When, theft topics are 
propofed in Our afiemblie5, we are not confined td 
any peculiar mode of explanation ; but every brothc* 
is at liberty to offer his (eptiments under propels 
reftri&ions. 

The fenfcs we are to confider as the {pit s of 
Nature, and the primary regulators of out aftivo 
powers *. as ^y) them atone we are confeiOus of the 
diftancp, nature, undi properties of external obje&s* 
^aftniiwpeffly employed, confirms the document* 
of Nature, which are always true and whplefome : 
flie diftinguiihes the good'feotn the bad $ reje&sthe 
laft with modefty, and adheres to the firft with 
reverence. 

The objects of human knowledge are innumer^ 
able y the channels by ;whijch this knowledge & con- 
veyed, are few. Among theft, the perception of 
external things ,by the ftnfes, and the information 
we receiye from human teftimony* are npt the lead 
confiderable ; the analogy between them is obvious* 
In the teftimony of Nature given by the fenfcs, as 
well as in human teftimeny given by information, 
d 4 
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things are fighified by Ggns. In one as Well as the 
other, the mind, either by original principles, or by 
cuftom, pafies from the Ggn to the conception and 
belief of the thirig fignified. The Ggns in the natural 
language* as Well as the Ggns in our original per- 
ceptions, have the fame GgniGcation in all climates 
and nations, and the (kill of interpreting them is not 
acquired, but innate. 

-*• Having made thefe obfervations, we (hall proceed 
Id give a brief description of the five ferifes : 

Hearing is that fenfe by which we diftinguiflr 
founds, and are capable of enjoying all the agreeable 
Charms of mufic. By it wc are enabled to enjoy 
the pleafiires of fociety, and reciprocally to commu- 
nicate to each other, our thoughts and intentions, 
our purpofes and defires ; while our reafon is Capable 
of exerting its utmoft power and energy. : 

The wife and beneficent Author of Nature feetiis 
to have intended, by the formation of this ferife, 
that we fhould be focial creatures, and receive the 
greateft and moft important part of our knowledge 
by the information of others. For thefe purpofes 
we are endowed with Hearing, that, by a proper 
exertion of our rational powers, our happinefs may 
be Complete. 

Seeing is that fenfe by which we diftingtiUh 
bbje&s, and are enabled, in an inftant of time,’ 
without change of place or fituation, to view armies 
in battle-array* figures of the moft ftately ftru&urfcs, 
and all the agreeable variety difplayed in the land- 
scape of Nature. By this fenfe we find otir w 
in the pathlefs ocean, traverfe the globe of- earth, 
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determine its figure and dimenfions, and delineate 
any region or quarter of it. By it we meafure the 
planetary orbs, and make new difcoveries in the 
fphere of the fixed ftars. Nay more, by it we 
perceive the tempers and difpofitions, the pafiions 
and affe£Uons of our fellow-creatures, when they 
wife moft to conceal them ; fo that though the 
tongue may be taught to lie and diffemble, the 
countenance will difplay the hypocrify to the dif- 
ceming eye. In fine, the rays of light which 
adminifter to this fenfe, are the moft aftonilhing 
parts of the inanimate creation, and render the eye, 
with all its appurtenances, a peculiar obje£k of 
admiration. 

Of all the faculties, fight is the nobleft. The 
ftru&ure of the eye evinces the admirable contri- 
vance of Nature for performing its various external 
and internal motions ; and the variety that is dif* 
played in the eyes of different animals, fuited to their 
feveral ways of life, clearly demonftrates this organ 
to be the mafter-piece of Nature’s work. 

Feeling is that fenfe by which we diftinguifh the 
different qualities of bodies : fuch as, heat and cold f 
hardnefs and foftnefs, rough nefs and fmoothnefs, 
figure, folidity, motion, and extenfion. By means 
of certain correfponding fenfations of touch, thefe 
are prefentcd to the mind as real external qualities, 
and the conception or belief of them is invariably 
connected with thefe correfponding fenfations, by an 
original principle of human nature, which far tran* 
fcends our inquiry. 

All knowledge beyond our original perceptions is 
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got by experience. The conftancy of Nature’s laws 
connects the fign with the thing fignified, and we 
rely on the continuance of that connexion which 
experience hath difeovered. 

The three fenfes, feeing , hearing , and feelings arc 
deemed peculiarly effential among Mafons. 

Smelling enables us to diftinguiih odours, which 
convey different impreflions to the mind. Animal 
and vegetable bodies, and indeed moft other bodies, 
continually fend forth effluvia of vaft fubtilty, as well 
in the ftate of life and growth, as in the Hate of 
fermentation and putrefaction. The volatile particles 
probably repel each other, and fcatter themfelves in^ 
the air, till they meet with other bodies to which 
they bear a chemical affinity, with which they unite, 
and form new concretes. Thefe effluvia being drawn 
into the noftrils along with the air, are the means by 
which all bodies are fmelled. Hence it is. evident, 
that there is a manifeft appearance of defign in the 
great Creator’s* having planted the organ of fmell in 
the infide of that canal, through which the air con* 
tinually pafles in refpiration. 

Tajling enables U9 to make a proper diftinftion in 
the choice of our food. The organ of this fenfe 
guards the entrance of the alimentary canal, as that 
of fmell guards the entrance of the canal for refpira* 
tion. From the fituation of thefe organs, it is plain 
riiat they were intended by Nature to enable us to 
diftinguiih wholefome food from that which is nau*» 
feous. Every thing that enters into the ftomach 
mud undergo the fcrutiny of Tailing, and by it we 
are capable of difeeming the changes which the fame 
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body undergoes. in the different compofitipflS of art, 
cookery^ chemiftry, pharmacy, &c. s 

Smelling and Tatting are infeparably connected ; 
and it is by the unnatural kind of life which men 
commonly lead in fociety, that thefe fenfea arc ten* 
dered lefs fit to perform their natural offices • 

Through the medium of the fenfes, we are ena- 
bled to form juft and accurate notions of the 
operations of Nature ; and when we refleft on the 
means by which the fenfes are gratified, we become 
confcious of the exiftence of bodies, and attend 
to them, till they are rendered familiar objedfcs of 
thought. 

To underftand and analyfe the operations of the 
mind, is an attempt in which the tnoft judicious may 
foil. All we know is, that the fenfes are the channels 
of communication to the mind, which is ultimately 
affe&ed by their operation; and when the mind is 
difesfed, every fenfe lofea its virtue. The fabric of 
the mind, as well as that of the body, is curious and 
wonderful; the faculties of the one are adapted tp 
their feveral ends with equal wifdom, and no lefs 
propriety, than the organs of the other. The incon- 
ceivable wifdom of an Almighty Being is difplayed 
in the ftrutture of the mind, which extends its 
powers over every branch of fcience ; it is therefor* 
a theme peculiarly worthy of attention. , In the arts 
and fciences which have lea ft connexion with the 
mind, its faculties are ftill the engines which we mutt 
employ; and the better we underftand their nature 
and ufe, their defe&s and difbrdcrs, we will apply 
d 6 
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them with the greater fuccefs. In the. nobleft stns 9 
the mind is the fubjeCt upon which we operate. 

Wife men agree, that there is but oneway to the 
knowledge of Nature’s works — the way of obferva- 
tiori and experiment. By our conftitution we hare a 
ftrong propenfity to trace particular fails and obfer- 
tions to general rules, and to apply thofe rules to 
account for other effe&s, or to direCl us in the pro- 
duction of them. This procedure of the underftanding 
is familiar in the common affairs of life, and is the 
means by which every real difeovery in philofophy is 
nttade. 

On the mind all our knowledge muft depend* it 
therefore conftitutes a proper fubjeft for the invefti- 
gation of Mafons. Although, by anatomical diffe&ion 
and obfervation, we may become acquainted with 
the body, it is by the anatomy of the mind alone we 
can drfcover its powers and principles. 

- To fum up the whole of this tranfeendant mea* 
fure of God’s bounty to man, we may add, that 
hfemoty, imagination , tafte, reafoning, .moral per- 
ception, and all the aftive powers of the foul, 
prefent fuch a vaft and boundlefs field Tor philo- 
sophical difquifition, as far exceeds human inquiry, 
and are peculiar myfteries, known only to Nature, 
and to Nature’s God, to whom all are indebted 
fet 1 creation, prefervation, and every bleffing they 
enjoy. 

From this theme we proceed to illuftrate die 
moral advantages of Geometry : 
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Geometry is the firft and nobleft of fciences, and 
the bafis on which the fuperftru£hire of Free-raafonry 
is erefted. 

The contemplation of this fcience in a moral and 
comprehenfive view, fills the mind with rapture. 
To the true Geometrician, the regions of matter 
•with which he is furrounded, afford ample fcopefor 
his admiration, while they open a fublime field for his 
inquiry and difquifition. Every blade of grafs which 
covers the field, every flower which blows, and 
every infe£t which wings its way in the bounds of 
expanded fpace, proves the exiftence of a firft Caufe, 
and yields pleafure to the intelligent mind. 

The fymmetry, beauty, and order difplayed in the 
yarious parts of animate and inanimate creation, are 
pleaflng^ and delightful themes ; and naturally lead 
to the fource whence the whol e is de rived.^ When 
we bring within the focus of the 'eye tHe variegTted 
carpet of the terreftrial creation, and furvey the pro- 
gress of the . vegetative fyftem* our admiration is 
juftiy excited. Every plant which grows, every 
flower that difplays its beauties or breathes its fweets, 
affords inftru£tion and delight. When we extend 
our views to the animal creation, and contemplate 
the taried clothing of every fpecies, we are equally 
ftruck w^liaftonifhment ! and when we trace the 
lines of Qepmetry drawn t hy the divine pencil in the 
beautiful plumage of the feathered tribe, how ex- 
alted is our conception of the heavenly work l The 
.admirable ftrufture of plants and animals, and the 
infinite number of fibres and veffels which runs 
through; the whole, with the apt difpofition of one 
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part to another* is a perpetual fubje£l of ftudy tO; the 
true Geometrician ; who, while he adverts to the 
changes which all undergo in their progrefs to ma- 
turity, is loft in rapture and veneration of the great 
caufe which produced the whole, and governs the 
fyftem. 

When he defcends into the bowels of the earth, 
and explores the kingdom of ores, minerals, and 
foffils, he finds the fame inftances of divine wifiiom 
and goodnefs difplayed in their formation and ftruc- 
ture ; every gem and pebble proclaim the handy- 
work of an Almighty Creator, 

When he furveys the watery element, and dire&s 
liis attention to the wonders of the deep, with all the 
inhabitants of the mighty ocean, he perceives em- 
blems of the fame fupreme intelligence. The fcalep 
of |he largest whajej as well as the pencilled (hell of 
the moft diminutive fifti, equally yield a theme for 
his contemplation, on which he fondly dwells, while 
the fymmetry of their formation, and the delicacy of 
the tints, evince to his difeerning eye the wifdom of 
the Divine Artift. 

When he exalts his view to the more noble and ele- 
vated parts of Nature, and furveys the celeftial orbs, 
how much greater is his aftonifhment ! If, on the 
principles of Geometry and true philofophy, he con- 
templates the fun, the v moon, the ftars, the whole' 
concave of heaven, his pride is humbled, and he is loft 
in awful admiration. The immenfe magnitude of 
thofe bodies, the regularity and rapidity of their mo- 
tions, and the vaft extent of fpace through which they 
move, are equity inconceivable-*, and, as far as they 
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exceed human com prehen fion, baffle his molt daring 
ambition,- till, loft in the immenfity of the theme* he 
finks into his primitive infignificanc,e. 

By Geometry, then, we curioufly trace Nature, 
through her various windings, to her moft concealed 
recedes. By it we difcover the power, the wifdom, 
and the goodnefs of the grand Artificer of the uni- 
verfe, and view with delight the proportions which 
conne£k this vaft machine. By it we difcover how the 
planets move in their different orbits, and demonftrate 
their various revolutions. By it we account for the 
return of feafons, and the variety of fcenes which 
each feafon difplays to the difceming eye. Number- 
lefs worlds are around us, all framed by the fame 
Divine Artift, which roll through the vaft expanfe, 
and are all condu&ed by the fame unerring law. 

A furvey of Nature, and the obfervation of her 
beautiful proportions, firft determined man to imi- 
tate the divine plan, and ftudy fymmetry and order. 
This gave rife to focieties, and. birth to every ufeful 
art. The architect began to defign, and the plans 
which he laid down, improved by experience and 
time, produced works which have been the admira- 
tion of every age. 


The Third Seflton. 

The ThirdiSeftion of this Degree has recourfe to 
the origin of the inftitution, and views Mafonry un- 
der two denominations, operative and fpeculative. 
Thefe are feparately confidered, and the principles 
•n which both are founded are particularly ex- 
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plained. Their affinity is pointed out by allegorical 
.figures and typical reprefentations. Here the rife of 
our government, or divifion into clafles, is examined; 
the difpofition of our rulers, fupreme and fubordi- 
nate, is traced ; and reafons are affigned for the efta- 
bliffiment of feveral of our prefent practices. The 
progrefs made in archite£ture, particularly in the 
reign of Solomon, is remarked ; the number of ar- 
tifts who were employed in building the temple of 
Jerufalem, with their privileges, are fpecified ; the 
(lipulated period for rewarding merit is fixed, and 
the inimitable moral to which that circumftance al- 
ludes, is explained ; the creation of the world is de- 
fcribed, and many particulars are recited, which have 
been carefully preferved among Mafons, and tranf- 
mitted from one age to another by oral tradition. 
In (hort, this Se£fcion contains a (lore of valuable 
knowledge, founded on reafon and facred record, 
both entertaining and inftruftive, and is well calcu- 
lated to enforce the veneration due to antiquity. 

We can afford little affiflance, by writing, to the 
induftrious Mafon in this Se£tion, as it can only be 
acquired by oral communication : for an explanation, 
however, of the connexion between operative and 
fpeculative Mafonry, we refer him to the Fourth 
Se&ion of Book I. page 8. 

The following Invocation of Solomoil at the De- 
dication of the Temple of Jerufalem, particularly 
claims our attention in this Se&ion : 
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INVOCATION. ' 

And Solomon ftood before the altar of the Lord, 
in the prefenOe of all the congregation of Tfrael, and 
fjttead fdrth his hands j faying, 

O Lord God, there is no God like unto thee, in 
heaven above, or in the earth beneath ; who keepeft 
covenant* and ftieweft mercy, unto thy fervants ; 
who walk before thee, with all their hearts. 

Let thy Word be verified, which thou haft 
fpoken untof David, my father. . 

; Let all the .people of the earth know, that the 
Lord is *God j and that there is none elfe. 

Let all the people of the earth know thy Name ; 
and fear th£e v * 

Let all* the people of the earth know, that I have 
built this houfe, and confecrated it to thy Name. 

But* will God indead dwell upon the earth l Be- 
hold —the heaven, and heaven of heavens, cannot 
contain thee j how much lefs this houfe,, which I have 
built 1 

- Yet, have refpeft unto my prayer, and to my fup^ 
plication, and hearken unto my cry : 

May thine eyes be open toward this houfe, by day 
and by night ; even toward the place of which thou 
haft faid, My Nattie pall be there ! 

And when thy fervant, and thy people Ifrael, {hall 
pray toward this houfe, hearken to their fupplication; 
hear thou them in heaven, thy dwelling-place ; and 
"when thou heareft, forgive ! 

And the Lord anfwered, and faid, I have hal- 
lowed the houfe which thou haft built, to put my 
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Name there for ever \ and mine eyes and mine heart 
(hall be there perpetually. 

And all the people anfwered, and faid- — The 
Lord is gracious, and his mercy endureth for ever. 

The Fourth SeBion . 

Hie Fourth and laft Section of this Degree is no 
lefs replete with ufeful inftruftkm. Gircumftances 
of real importance to the Fraternity are here parti* 
cularifed, and many traditional tenets and cuftoms 
confirmed by facred and profane record. The ce- 
leftial and terreftriai globes are co^fidpred with ac- 
curacy ; and here the accomplifiied gentleman may 
difplay his talents to advantage in the elucidation of 
the fciences, which are clafled in a regular arrange- 
ment. The ftimulus to preferment* and the mode 
of rewarding merit, are pointed out \ the marks of 
diftin&ion which were conferred on our ancient 
brethren as the reward of excellence, are explained j 
and the duties, as well as privileges, of the firft branch 
of their male offspring, defined. In fliort, this Section 
contains fome curious obfervations on the validity of 
our forms, and concludes with the molt powerful in? 
centives to the pra&ice of piety and virtue. 

As the feven liberal arts and fciences are illuf- 
trated in this Se&ion, it may not be improper to 
give a ihort explanation of them : 

Grammar teaches the proper arrangement of 
words, according to the idiom or dialed of any par- 
ticular people \ and that excellency of pronunciation, 
which enables us to fpeak or write a language with 
accuracy, agreeably to reafon, and correft ufoge. 
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Rhetoric teaches us to fp^ak copiouljy and fluently 
on any fubjeCt, not merely with propriety, but with 
all the advantages of force and elegance ; wifely con- 
triving to captivate the hearer by ftrength of argu- 
ment and -beauty of cxpreffiqn, whether it be to inr 
treat or exhort, to admonifii or applaud. 

Logic teaches us to guide our reafon difcretionally 
in the general knowledge of things, and dire& our 
inquiries after truth. It confifts of a regular train 
of argument, whence we infer, deduce, and conclude^ 
according to certain premifes laid down, admitted, or 
granted; ahdin.it are employed the faculties of 
conceiving, judging, reafoning, and dHpofmg; which 
are naturally kd on from one gradation to another, 
till the point in qutftion is finally determined. 

Arithmetic teaches the powers and properties of 
numbers, which is varioufly effected, by letters, 
tables, figures, and inftruments. By this art, rea«- 
fons and demonftrations are given, for finding out 
any certain number, whofc relation or affinity to 
others is already known. 

Geometry treats of the powers and properties of 
magnitudes in general, where length, breadth, and 
thicknefs, are confidercd. By this feience, the archi- 
tect is enabled to conftruCt his plans ; the general, 
to arrange his foldiers ; the engineer, to mark out 
ground for encampments ; the geographer, to give 
us the dimenfions of the world, delineate the extent 
of feas, and fpecify the divifions of empires, king- 
doms, and provinces $ and by it alfo the aftronomer 
is enabled to make his observations, and fix the du- 
ration of times and feafons, years and cycles. In 
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fine, Geometry is the foundation of archite&ure, 
and the root of the mathematics. 

Mufic teaches the art of forming concords, fo as 
to compofe delightful harmony, by a proportional 
arrangement of acute, grave, and mixed founds. 
This art, by a feries of experiments, is reduced to a 
fcience, with refpeft to tones, and the intervals of 
found only. It inquires into the nature of concords 
and difcords, and enables us to find out the propor- 
tion between them by numbers. 

Aftronomy is that art by which we are taught to 
read the wonderful works of the Almighty Creator 
in thofe facrcd pages the celeftial hemifphefe. Af- 
fifted by Aftronomy, we obferve the motions, mea- 
fure the diftances, comprehend the magnitudes, and 
calculate the periods and eclipfes, of the heavenly 
bodies. By it we learn the ufe of the globes, the 
fyftem of the world, and the primary law of nature. 
While we are employed in the ftudy of this fcience, 
we perceive unparalleled inftances of wifdom and 
goodnefs, and, through the whole of creation, trace 
the glorious Author by his works. 

The do&rine of the Spheres, which is included in 
the fcience of Aftronomy, is alfo particularly con- 
fidered in this Se&ion. 

The globes are two artificial fpherical bodies, on 
the convex furface of which are reprefented the 
countries, feas, and various parts of the earth ; the 
face of the heavens, the planetary revolutions, and 
other important particulars. The fphere with the 
parts ©f the earth delineated on its furface, is called 
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the terredrial globe j and that with the condella- 
tions, and other heavenly bodies, the celeftial globe. 
Their principal ufe, befide ferving as maps to dif- 
tinguifli the outward parts of the earth, and the 
fituation of the fixed fiars, is to illuftrate and ex- 
plain the phenomena arifing from the annual revolu- 
tion, and the diurnal rotation, of the earth, round its 
own axis. They are the nobled inftruments for 
giving the moft diftin& idea of any problem or pro- 
pofition, as well as for enabling us to folve it. Con- 
templating thefe bodies, Mafons are infpired with a 
due reverence for the Deity and his works, and are 
induced to apply with diligence and attention to 
adronomy, geography, navigation, and all the arts 
dependent on them, by which fociety has been fo 
much benefited. 

Thus end the different Se&ions of the Second 
Le&ure, which, with the ceremony ufed at opening 
and clofing the lodge, comprehend the whole of the 
Second Degree of Mafonry. Befide a complete 
theory of philofophy and phyfics r this Le&ure con- 
tains a regular fydem of fcience, demondrated on the 
cleared principles, and edablilhed on the firmed 
foundation. 


SECT. V. 

Remarks on the Third Lecture. 

In treating with propriety on any fubje&, it is ne- 
ceflary to obferve a regular courfe ; in the former De- 
grees we have recapitulated the contents of the fevers^ 
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Se&ions, and fhould willingly purfue the fame plan' 
in this Degree, did not the variety of particulars of 
which it is compofed, render it impoffible to give an 
abftraft, without violating the rules of the Order. 
It may be fufficient to remark, that, in twelve Sec- 
tions, of which this Lefture confifts, every circum- 
ftance that refpefts government and fyftdm, ancient 
lore and deep refearch, curious invention and inge- 
nious difcovery, is collefted ; and accurately traced s 
while the mode of pra&ifing our rites on public as 
well as private occafions, is fatisfa&orily explained* 
Among the brethren of this Degree, the land-marks 
of the Order are preferred ; and from them is de- 
rived that fund of information, which expert and in- 
genious Craftfmen only ean afford, whole judgment 
has been matured by years and experience. To a 
complete knowledge of this Le&ure, few attain 5 but 
it is an infallible truth, that he who acquires by 
merit the mark of pre-eminence to which this De- 
gree entitles him, receives a reward which amply 
compenfates for all his paft diligence and affiduity. 

From this clafs of the Order, the rulers of the 
Craft are felefled 5 as it is orily from thofe who are 
capable of giving inftru&ion, that we can properly 
expe& to receive it to advantage. 


The Firjl Se Elion. 

The ceremony of initation into the Third Degree 
h particularly fpecified in this branch of the Lecture, 
and fnany ufeful inftruciione are given. 
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Such is the importance of this Sett ion, that we 
may fafely aver, whoever is unacquainted with it, 
is ill-qualified to att as a ruler or. governor of the 
work of Mafonry. 

Prayer at Initiation into the Third Degree. 

O Lord, dirett us to know and ferve thee aright ! 
prosper our laudable undertakings f and grant that, 
as we increafe in knowledge, we may improve in vir- 
tue, and (till farther promote thy honour and glory I 
Amen. 

Charge at Initiation into the Third Degree* 
BROTHER, 

Your zeal for the inftitution of Free-mafonry, the 
progrefs which you have made in the art, and your 
conformity to the general regulations, have pointed 
you out as a proper objett of our favour and efteem. 

In the charatter of a Mafter-mafon, you are hence- 
forth authorifed to corrett the errors and irregula- 
rities of brethren and fellows, and guard them again ft 
a breach of fidelity., To improve the morals and 
corrett the manners of men in fociety, mult be your 
conftant care; with this view, therefore, you are al- 
ways to recommend to inferiors, obedience and fub- 
miflions to equals, courtefy and afiabiKtyY to ftr- 
pfeiior&, kindnefs and condefcenfion. J Uhiverfaf be- 
nevolence you are to inculcate ; and, by the regularity 
of your own behaviour, afford the beft example for 
the Condutt of others. The ancient land-marks of 
fhe Ofdety Which arc here intruded to yout* care, 
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you are to preferve facred and inviolable ‘5 and never 
fuffer an infringement of our rites, or a deviation 
from eftabliihed ufage and cuftom. 

Duty, honour, and gratitude, now bindyou to be 
faithful to every truft ; to fupport with becoming 
dignity your new charafter ; and to enforce, by ex- 
ample and precept, the tenets of the fyftem. Let no 
motive, therefore, make you fwerve from your duty, 
violate your vows, or betray your truft ; but be true 
and faithful, and imitate the example of that cele- 
brated artift whom you have once reprefented. By 
this exemplary conduft you will convince the world, 
that merit has been the title to our privileges ; and 
that, on you, our favours have not been undelervedly 
beftowed. 

The Second SeStion . 

The Second Seftion is an introduction to the pro- 
ceedings of the Chapter of Maftpr-mafons, and 
illuftrates feveral points which are well knmfrn to 
experienced Craftfmen. It inveftigates, in the ce- 
remony of opening the Chapter, fome important 
circumftances in the two preceding Degrees. 

The Third SeBion . 

The Third SeCtion commences the hiftorical tra- 
ditions of the Order j which are. chiefly collected 
from facred record, and other authentic documents. 

The Fourth SeBiotu 

The Fourth Seflion farther illuftrates the hifto- 
rical traditions of the Order *, and prefects to yiew 
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a finilhed picture of the utmoft confequence to the 
Fraternity 

The Fifth Seftion. 

The Fifth Se&ion continues the explanation of 
the hiftorical traditions of the Order, 

The Sixth Section. 

The Sixth Seflrten concludes the hiftorical tradi- 
tions of the Order. 

The Seventh Se&ion . 

The Seventh Se&ion illuftrates the hieroglyphical 
emblems reiftri&ed to the Third Degree, and incul- 
cates many ufeful leflons, which are intended to ex- 
tend knowledge, and promote virtue. 

This Seftion is indifpenfably neceflary to be un- 
derftood by every Mafter of the lodge. 

The Eighth Section. 

Hie Eighth Se£Uon treats of the government of the 
Fraternity, and the difpofition of our rulers, fu- 
preme and fubordinate. It is generally rehearfed at 
inftallations. 


The Ninth Section. * 

The Ninth Se&ion recites the qualifications of our 
rulers *, and illustrates the ceremony of inftallation in 
the Grand Lodge, as well as in the private afiemblies 
of Mafons. 

* For man y particulars to which this and the two following Section* 
relate, fee the Ceremonies of Conft button, Confecration, Inftallation, See. 
annexed to thefe Remarks. 
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The Tenth SeEHon . 

The Tenth Se&ion comprehends the ceremonies 
of conftitution fend confecration, and a variety of par- 
ticulars explanatory of thofe ceremonies. 

The Eleventh SeBton . 

The Eleventh Se&ion iiluftrates the ceremonies 
ufed at laying the foundation-ftones of churches, 
chapels, palaces, hofpitals, &c. alfo the. ceremonies, 
obferved at the Dedication of the Lodge, and at the 
Interment of Mafter-mafons. 

The Twelfth SeBton, 

The Twelfth Se&ion contains a recapitulation of 
the efiential points of the Le&ures in all the Degrees^ 
and corroborates the whole by infallible teflimony. 

Having thus given a general fummary of the Lec- 
tures reftrifted to the three Degrees of the Order, 
and made fuch remarks on each Degree as might 
ilhxftrate the fubje&s treated, little farther can be 
wanted to encourage the zealous Mafonto perfevere 
in his refearches. He who has traced the Art in a 
regular progrefs from the commencement of the 
Firft to the conclufion of the Third Degree, accord- 
ing to the plan here laid down, muft have amafTed 
aii ample ftore of knowledge, and will refle& with • 
pleafure on the good effefts of his paft diligence and 
attention. By applying the improvements he has 
made to the general advantage of fociety, he will 
fecure to himfelf the veneration of Mafons, and the 
approbation of all good men. 
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S E C T. VI. 

Of the Ancient Ceremonies of the Order . 

We (hall now proceed to illuftrate the Ancient 
Ceremonies of the Order, particularly thofe ob- 
ferved at the Conftitution and Confecration of the 
Lodge, and at the Inftallstf ion of Officers, with the 
ufual charges delivered on thofe occafions. We (hall 
likewife annex an explanation of the Ceremonies 
ufed at laying the Foundation -ft ones of Public 
Stru&ures, at the Dedication of Public Halls, and 
at Funerals $ and clofe this part of the treatife with 
the Funeral Service. 

The Manner of con/lituting the Lodge , including the 
Ceremony of Confecration^ 65V. » 

Any number of Mafter-mafons, not under feven, 1 
refolved to form the new Lodge, muft apply, by pe- 
tition to the Grand Matter 5 fetting forth « That 
< they are regiilar f Mafons, and are at prefent, or' 

* The mode of applying by petition to the Grand Matter for a warrant 
to meet as a regular lodge, commenced only in the year 1718; previous to 
that time, lodges wete empowered, by inherent privileges retted in the Fra- 
ternity at large, to meet and a& occafionally under the direction of fome 
able archite&, and the adting magittrate of the country ; and the proceed- 
ings of thofe meetings being approved by the majority of the brethren con- 
vened at another lodge affembled in the fame diftridt, were deemed con- 
stitutional. By fuch an inherent authority the Lodge of Antiquity in 
London now adts, having no warrant from the Grand Lodge, but an au- 
thority traced from time immemorial, which has been long and univerfally 
admitted and acknowledged by the whole Fraternity, and which no war- 
rant or other inftrument of any particular mafonic jurifdldf ion can poffibJy 
fuperfede. 

f By regular Mafons is to be underttood perfons initiated into Mafonry 
in a regular lodge, adting agreeably to the Coafti Unions of the Order. 

E 2 
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4 have been, members of the regular lodge * : That, 
« haying the profperity of the Fraternity at heart, 
4 they are willing to exert their beft endeavours to 
4 promote and diffufe the genuine principles of the 
4 Art } and for the conveniency of their refpeftive 
4 dwellings, and other good reafons, have agreed to 
4 form the new Lodge, to be named : 

4 That, in confequence of this refolution, they pray 

* for a warrant of conftitution, to empower them 

4 to meet as the regular lodge, on the of 

4 . every month, at 5 and then and there to 

4 difcharge the duties of Mafonry in a regular and 
4 conftitutional manner, according to the original 

* forms of the Order, and the laws of the Grand 
4 Lodge : That they have nominated and do recom- 
4 mend A, B. to be the firft Mafter, and C. D. to be 

* the firft Senior Warden, and E. F. to be the firft 
4 Junior Warden, of the faid Lodge: That, the prayer 
4 of the petition being granted, they promife ft rift 
4 conformity to every regular edift and command of 
4 the Grand Mafter, and to all the conftitutional laws 
4 and regulations of the Grand Lodge/ 

This petition, being figned by at leaft feven regular 
Mafons, and recommended by the Mailers of three 
regular lodges adjacent to the place where the new 
Lodge is to be formed, is delivered to the Grand 
Secretary ; who, on prefenting it to the Grand 
Mafter, or in his abfence to the Deputy, and its 
being approved, is ordered to grant a difpenfation, 
authorifing the brethren fpecified in the petition to 

* A Lodge regularly conftituted, or legally warranted by the Grand 
Lodge of the country to a<ft. 
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afremble as Mafoas in open lodge for forty days, and 
pra&ife the rites of the Order, until fuch time as a 
conftitution can be obtained by command of the 
Grand Lodge, or that authority be recalled. 

In confequence of this difpenfation, the lodge is 
formed at the place fpecified ; and its tranfa&ions 
being properly recorded, are valid for the time being, 
provided they are afterwards approved by the bre- 
thren convened at the time of Conftitution. 

When the Grand Lodge has fignified ita appro- 
bation of the new Lodge, and the Grand Mijfcr is 
thoroughly fatisfied of the truth of the alleg£tttrttf^et 
forth in the petition, he appoints a day and* hour for 
conftituting [and confecrating *] thenewLodge; and 
for inftalliri£ the Matter, Wardens, and Officers. 

If the Grand Matter in perfon attend the cere- 
mony, the lodge is faid to be conftituted in ample 
form $ if the Deputy Grand Matter a£ts as Grand 
Matter, it is faid to be conftituted in due form; and 
if the power of performing the ceremony be vetted 
in the Matter of a private lodge, it is faid to be con- 
ftituted IN FORM. 

Ceremony of Conjlitution . 

On the day and hour appointed, the Grand Matter 
and' his Officers, or the Matter and Officers of any 
private lodge authorifed by the Grand Matter for 
that purpofe, meet in a convenient room ; and, when 
properly clothed, walk in proceffion to the lodge- 
roora, where, the ufual ceremonies being obferved. 


This is too frequently omitted. 

* 3 
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the lodge is opened by the Grand Matter, or Matter 
in the Chair, in all the Degrees of the Order. After 
a fliort prayer, an ode in honour of Mafonry is fung. 
The Grand Matter, or Matter in the Chair, is in- 
formed by the Grand Secretary, or his locum tenens % 

* That the brethren then prefent [naming them], 
( being duly inftru&ed in the mytteries of the Art, 

< defire to be formed into the new Lodge, under the 

< Grand Matter’s patronage ; that a difpenfation has 

* been granted to them for the purpofe 3 and that by 

* virtue of this authority they had affembled as re- 

< gular Mafons, and duly recorded their proceedings.’ 
The petition is read, as is alfo the difpenfation, and 
the warrant or charter of conttitution, which had been 
granted in confequetice of it. The minutes of the 
new Lodge while under difpenfation are likewife 
read, -and being approved, are declared to be regular, 
valid, and conftitutionak The Grand Matter, or 
Matter in the Chair, then takes the warrant in his 
hand, and requefts the brethren of the new Lodge, 
publicly to fignify their approbation or difapproba- 
tion of the Officers who are nominated in the war- 
rant to prefide over them. This being fignified ac- 
cordingly, an anthem is fung, and an oration on the 
nature and defign of the Inftitution is delivered. 

The ceremony of Confecration fucceeds, which is 
never to be ufed but when it is fpecially ordered. 
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Ceremony of Confecration. 

The Grand Mafter and his Officers, accompanied 
by fome dignified Clergyman, having taken their 
ftations, and the lodge, which is placed in the cen- 
tre, being covered with white fatin, the ceremony of 
Confecration commences. All devoutly kneel, and 
the preparatory prayer is rehearfed. The chaplain 
or orator produces his authority # , and being pro- 
perly affifted, proceeds to confecrate f. Solemn 

mufic is introduced, while the neceffary preparations 
are making. The lodge being then uncovered, the 
firft claufe of the confecration prayer is rehearfed, 
all devoutly kneeling. The refponfe being made. 
Glory to god on high, incenfe is fcattered over 
the lodge, and the grand honours are given. The 
Invocation is then pronounced, with the honours ; 
after which the confecration prayer is concluded, and 
the refponfe repeated as before, together with the 
honours. The lodge being *again covered, all the 
brethren rife up, folemn mufic is refumed, a bleffing 
is given, and the refponfe made as before, accom- 
panied with the honours. An anthem is then fung, 
and the brethren bf the new Lodge having advanced 
according to rank, and offered homage to the Grand 
Mafter, the ceremony of confecration ends. 

The above ceremony being finifhed, the Grand 
Mafter advances to the pedeftal, and conllitutes the 
new Lodge in the following form : 


* The conAitution roll. 

•f* Corn, wine, and oil, are the elements of confecration* 
E 4 
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* In the elevated charafter of Grand Matter, to 
f which the fuffrages of 'my brethren have raifed me, 
4 I invoke thd Name of the Most High, to whom 
4 be glory and honour ! May he be with you at your 
c beginning, ftrengthen you in the principles of our 
4 royal Art, profper you with all fuccefs, and direct 
4 your zealous efforts to the good of the Craft ! By 
€ the divine aid, I conftitute and form you, my good 
f Brethren, Matters and Fellows, into the regular 
4 Lodge of Free and Accepted Mafons ; and hence- 
* forth empower you to aft in conformity to the rites 
4 of our venerable Order, and the charges of our an- 
4 cient Fraternity. May God be. with you !’ Amen . 

Flourith with drums and trumpets. 

The grand honours are then given ; and the cere- 
mony of Inftallation fucceeds. 

Ceremony of Inftallation . 

The Grand Matter # atks his Deputy, 4 Whether 
4 he has examined the Matter nominated in the war- 
4 rant, and finds him well-tkilled in the noble fcience 
4 and royal Art ? * The Deputy, having anfwered in 
the affirmative by the Grand Matter’s order takes 
the candidate from among his fellows, and prefents 
him at the pedettal ; faying, 4 Moll worthipful 
4 Grand Matter, [or right worthipful, as it happens,] 

* In this, and fimilar inftances, where the Grand Mailer is fpecified as 
ailing, may be underilood any Mailer of the lodge who performs the ce- 
remony. 

f A private examination is always undarltood to precede the inftallation 
*f every Officer. 
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€ I prefent my worthy brother A. B. to be inftalled 
c Mailer of the Lodge. I find him to be of good 
c morals, of great ikill, true and trufty, and a lover of 
c the whole Fraternity, wherefoever difperfed over the 

* face of the earth ; I doubt not therefore that he will 
1 difcharge the duties of the office with fidelity.* 

The Grand Mailer then orders a fummary of the 
Ancient Charges # to be read by the Grand Secretary 
[or a£ling Secretary] to the Mailer eledl. 

* As the curious reader may wiih to know the ancient charges that were 

tiled on this occafion, we ihall here infert them verbatim , the}' are con- 

tained in a MS. in pofleffion of the Lodge of Antiquity in London, written 
in the reign of James the Second. 

4 * * * * » And furthermore, at diverfe afiemblies, have been put and 
‘ ordained diverfe crafties by the beft advife of magiilrates and icilowi, 

4 Tunc unus ex Jeniorilnts tenet tibrum , et illi portent mwium Juam fuper 

* tibrum, 

‘ Every man that is a Mafon take good heed to thefe charges (wee pray)-, 
‘ that if any man find himfelfe guilty of any of thefe charges, that he may 
‘ amend himfelfe, or principally for dread of God, you that he charged, 

* take good heed that you keepe all thefe charges well, tor it is a great 
' evill for a man to forfwear himfelfe upon a hook. 

4 The firft charge is, That yee Ihall be true men to God and the holy 

* church, and to ufe no error or herefie by your uuderflanding and by wife 
4 men's teaching. Allfo, 

* Secondly, Tliat yee ihall be true liege men to the King of England, 

* without treafon or any falihood , and that yee know no treafon or treach- 
4 ery,butyee Ihall give knowledge thereof to the King, or to hiscounfelk ; 
4 allfo yee Ihall be true one to another, (that is to lay) every Mafon of the 
4 craft that is Mafon allowed, yee ihall doe 10 him as yee would be done 
•-unjp yourfelfe. 

4 Thirdly, And yee ihall keepe trucly all the counfell that ought to be 
4 kept in the way of Mafonhood, and all the counfell of the lodge or of 
4 the chamber. — Allfo, that yee ihall be no thiefe nor thieves to your 
4 knowledge free : that yee ihall be true to the king, lord, or mailer that 

* yee ferve, and truely to fee and worke for his advantage. 

4 Pour tlily, Yee ihall call *11 Mafons your fellows, or your brethren, 
4 and no other names. 

* 5 
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* I. You agree to be a good man and true, and 

* ftri£Uy to obey the moral law. 

‘ Fifthly, Yee {hall not take your fellow’s wife in villany, nor deflower 
4 Ms daughter or fervant, nor put him to no difworfoip. 

( Sixthly, You ihail truely pay for your meat or drinke wherefoever 

* yee goe, to table or bqrd, Allfo yee Ihail doe no villany there, whereby 
‘ the «raft,or fcience may be flandered. 

‘ Thefe be the charges general to every true Mafon, both Matters and 

* Fellows.’ 

‘ Now will I rehearfe other charges Angle for Mafons allowed or ac- 
4 eepted. 

* Firft, That no Mafon take on him no lord’s worke, nor any other 
4 man’s, unlefs he know himfelfe well able to perform the worke, fo that 
r the craft have no Hander. 

* Secondly, Allfo, that no matter take worke but that he take reafonable 
•pay for itt ; fo that the lord may be truely ferved, and the matter to live 
^ honeftly, and to pay his fellows truely. And that no matter or fellow 

* fupplant others of their worke ; (that is to fay) that if he hath taken a 
4 worke, or elfe fland matter of any worke, that he (hall not put him out, 

* unlefs he be unable of cunning to make an end of his worke; And no 

* matter nqr fellow foal 1 take no apprintice for lefs than feaven years. 

* And that the apprintice be free-born, and of limbs whole as a man ought 

* to, be, and no battard. And that no matter or fellow take no allowance 
4 to be made Mafon without the aflent of his fellows, at the leaft fix or 

* feaven. 

4 Thirdly, That ht that he made be able in all degrees ; that is, firee- 
4 bom, of a good kindred, true, and no bondfman, and that he have his 
right limbs as a man ought to have. 

* Fourthly, That a matter, take no apprentice without he have occupa- 
4 tion to occupy two or three fellows at the leaft. 

4 Fifthly, .That no matter or fellow put away any lord's worke to tafke 
4 that ought fo be journey -worke. 

4 .Sixthly, That every matter give pay to his fellows and fervants as they 
4 may deferve, foe that he be not defamed with falfe werkeing. And 
* 4 that none flander another behind his backe, to make him loofe his good 
' 4 name. 

* fietventhly, That no fellow in the houfe or abroad anfwear another 

4 ungodly or reproveablely without a caufe. '* , * 

< ‘ ‘Eighthly, That every matter- mafon doe reverence his elder ; and 

4 that a mafon be no c ommon plaier at the cards, dice, or hazard; nor at 

1 9 
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4 II. You agree to .be a peaceabje fubjjs&'j/and 
f cheerfully to conform to the laws of the country in 
; which you refide. 

4 III. You promift, ; not to be concerned in plots 
1 or confpiracks againft goyemment, but patiently 
: fubmit to the decifions of the fupreme legiflature. 

c IV. You agree to pay a proper refpe& to the 
: civil magiftrate, to wprk diligently, live creditably, 
f and a & honourably by all men. 

any other unlawful plaies, through the which the fcieuce and craft may 
be difhotioured and flandered. 

‘ Ninthly, That no fellow goe into the town by night, except be hare 
4 fellow with him, who may bear him record that he was in au honeil 
place. 

* Tenthly, That every mafter and fellow fhall come to the aflemblie, if 
itt be within fifty miles of him, if he have any warning. And if lib 
have trdpaffed againft the craft, to abide the award of matters and 
fellows. 

‘ Eleventhly, That every mafter-mafon and fellow that hath trefpafTed 
againft the craft (hail Rand to the correction of other matters and fel- 
lows to make him accord and if they cannot accord, togp to the con*- 
mon law. . 

* Twelvedily, Tliat a mafter or fellow make not a mouM»ftone, fquar^, 
nor rule, to no lowen, no t let no lowen worke within their lodge, nor 
without, to mould ftone. 

‘ Thirteenthly,; That every Mafbn receive md cherlfh ftrasge fellows 
when they come over the country, and fet them on worke if they will 
worke, as the manner is j (that is to fay) if the Mafon have any mould* 
ftone in his place, he (hall give him a mould-done, and fett him oh 
worke j and'tf he hare none, the Mafon^hiLU refrefh him with money 
unto the next lodge. 

4 Fourteenthly, That every Mafon fhall tniely ferve his mafter for his pay. 

* Fifteenthly, That every mafter fhall truely make an end of his worke, 
tafke, or journey, whitherfoe it be. 

* Tfeefe be all tfc^toage? aftd covenants that ought to be retd at the 
inftallment of mafter, or making of a Free-mafon or Free-mafons. 
The Almighty God of Jacob, who ever have you and meiu his keeping, 
btefo us now and ever. Amen/ 

£ 6 


Digitized by Go jle 



u 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


4 V. You agree to hold in veneration the original 
4 rulers and patrons of the Order of Mafonry, and 
4 their regular fucceflors, fupreme and fubordinate, 
4 according to their ftations ; and to fubmit to the 
4 award and refblutions of your brethren in general 
4 chapter convened, in every cafe confiftent with the 
4 conftitutions of the Order. 

4 VI. You agree to avoid private piques and qttar- 
4 rels, and to guard againft intemperance and excefs. 

4 VII. You agree to be cautious in carriage and 
4 behaviour, courteous to your brethren, and faithful 
4 to the lodge. 

4 VIII. You promife to refpedt genuine brethren, 
4 and to difcountenance impoftors, and all diflenters 
4 from the original plan of the Inftitution. 

4 IX. You agree to promote the general good of 
4 fociety, to cultivate the focial virtues, and to propa- 
4 gate the knowledge of the Art of Mafonry, as far as 
4 your influence and ability can extend/ 

On the Mafter Eieft fignifying his aflent to thefe 
Charges, the Secretary proceeds to read the following 
Regulations : 

4 1. You admit that it is not in the powerof any 
4 man, or body of men, to make innovation in the 
4 body of Mafonry. 

4 IT. You promife to pay hoitoage to the Grand 
4 Mafter for the time being, and to his Officers, when 
4 duly inftalled ; and ftri&Iy to conform to every 
4 edift of the Grand Lodge^or General Aflembly of 
4 Mafons, that is not fubverfive of the principles and 
4 groundwork of Mafonry. 
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4 III. You promife regularly to attend the com- 
( mittees and communications of the. Grand Lodge* 

• on receiving proper notice 5 and to pay obedience 
4 to the duties of the Order on all convenient oc- 
4 cafions. 

4 IV. You admit that no new lodge can be formed 
4 without permiflion of the Grand Matter ,or. Iris 
4 Deputy* nor any countenance given to any.ine- 
4 gular lodge* or to any perfon clandeftinely initiated 
4 therein. 

4 V. You admit that no perfon can be initiated 
4 into Mafonry in, or admitted member of, the regular 

• lodge* without previous notice* and due inquiry 
4 into his chara&er. 

4 VI. You agree that no vifitors fhall be received 
4 into the lodge without palling under due examina- 
4 tion, and producing proper vouchers of a regular 

• initiation. 

4 Thefe are the Regulations of the Grand Lodge 
4 of Free and Accepted Mafons/ 

The Grand Matter then addrettes the Matter Ele£t 
in the following manner : 4 Do you fubmit to thofe 
4 Charges, and promife to fupport thofe Regulations* 
4 as Matters have done in all age& before you ?’ 
Having Ggnified his cordial fubmiffion, the Grand 
Matter thus falutes him : 

4 Brother A. B., in confequence of your cheerful 
4 conformity to the Charges and Regulations of the 
4 Order, I approve of you as Matter of the Lodge, not 
4 doubting of your care, fkill, and capacity/ 

The new Matter is then conduced to an adjacent 
room* where he is regularly inttalled* and bound to 
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his truft in ancient form, in the prefence of three in- 
flailed Mailers. 

On his return to the Lodge, the new Matter is 
concluded by the [Grand] Stewards to the kft hand 
of the Grand Matter, where he is inverted with the 
badge of his office, and the warrant of conftitution is 
delivered over to him in form ; after which the Sacred 
Law, with the fquare and compafles, the conftitutions, 
the minute-book, the rule and line, the trowel, the 
chifel, the mallet, the moveable and immoveable 
jewels, and all the infignia of his different Officers, 
are feparately prefented to him, with fuitable charges 
to ^ach*. He is then chaired amidft the acclamations 

* The fame ceremony and charges attend every fucceeding inftajlation. 

For the accommodation of brethren, whofe diftance from the metropolis 
may deprive them of gaining the neceflary inftru&ion in this important 
rite, we fhall here infert a few moral obfervations on the inftruments of 
Mafonry, which are ufually prefented to the Matter of the lodge at 
inftallation. 

The various implements of the profefTion, emblematical of our conduct 
in life, are upon this occafion carefully enumerated. 

<( 'Hie Rule dire£ls, tlat we ihould punctually obferve our duly ; prefs 
forward in the path of virtue, and, neither inclining to the right nor to the 
left, in all our actions have eternity in view. 

4t The Line teaches the criterion of moral rectitude, to avoid diflimula* 
tion in converfation and action, and to direct our Heps in the path which 
lead* tot mmortality. 

“ The Trowel teaches, that nothing can be united without proper 
cement, and that die perfection of the building muft depend on the 
fuitable difpofuion of the cement j fo Charity, the bond of perfection and 
iocial union, muft link feparate minds and feparate interefts j that, like 
the radii of a circle, which extend from the centre to every part of the 
circumference, the principle of univerfal benevolence may be diffufed to 
every member of the community. 

u The Chifel demonftrates the advantages of difeipline and education. 
The mind, like the diamond, in its original ftate, is unpolbhed j but as the 
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of the brethren, after which he returns his becoming 
acknowledgments to the Grand Matter, and the 
afting Officers, in order. The members of the new 
Lodge then advance in proceffion, pay due homage 
to the new Matter, and fignify their fubje&ion and 
obedience by the ufual falutations in the three De- 
grees. 

efFe&s of the ehifelon the external coat foon prefents to view the latent 
beauties of the diamond, fo education difcovers the latent virtues of the 
mind, and draws than forth to rang* the large field of matter and fpace, 
in order to difpiay the furamit of human knowledge, our duty to God, 
and to man. 

“ The Plurt.b admoniihes to walk upright in our ftation, to hold the 
fcale of jufticc in equal poife, to obferve the juft medium between intem- 
perance and pieafure, and to make our paffions and prejudices eoineide 
with the liue of our duty, ' 

“ The Level demonftrates, tliat we are defcended from the fame ftock, 
partake of the fame nature, and (hare the fame hope ; and that though 
diftin&ions among men are necefiary to prefenre fui>ordi nation, yet no 
eminence of ftation can moke us forget that we are brethren, and that 
he who is placed on the lowed fpoke of Fortune’s wheel, may be en- 
titled to our regard ; becaufe a time will come, and the wifeft knows not 
how foon, when all diftin&ions, but that of goodnefs, fhall ceafe j and 
Death, the' grand leveller of human greatneft, reduce us to the fame 
ftate. 

u The Square teaches us to regulate our a&ions by rule and line, and 
to harmonife our conduct by the principles of morality and virtue. 

“ The Compares teach us to limit our duty in every ftation, that, 
rifing to eminence by merit, we may live rcfpe&ed, and die regretted. 

The Mallet teaches us to lop off excrefcences, and fmooth furfaces ; 
or, in other words, to correct irregularities, and reduce man to a proper 
level ; fo that, by quiet deportment, he may, in the fchool of difcipiine, 
leam to be contend. * What the Mallet is to the workman, enlightened 
reafon is to the paffions j it curbs ambition, depreffes envy, moderates 
anger, and encourages good difpofkkras ; whence arifos that comely 
order. 

Which nothing earthly gives , or can deftroy , 

The fouVs calm fmfhine, and the heart-felt joy.** 

i 
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This ceremony being concluded, the new Mafter 
enters immediately on the duties of his office, by 
appointing his Wardens, who are feparately con- 
duced to the pedeftal, prefented to the Grand 
Mailer, and inftalled * by the Grand Wardens ; 
after which he f proceeds to invert them with their 
badges of office in the following manner : 

4 Brother C. D. I appoint you Senior Warden of 
• the lodge} and invert you with the enfign of office 
4 Your regular attendance on our dated meetings is 
4 effentially necertary } as, in my abfence, you are to 
4 govern the lodge, and, in my prefence, to affift me 
4 in the government of it. I firmly rely on your 
4 knowledge of the Art, and attachment to the lodge, 
4 for the faithful difeharge of the duties of the office.’ 

4 Brother E. F. I appoint you Junior Warden of 
4 the lodge } and invert you with the badge of 
4 office To you I entruft the examination of vi- 
4 fitors, and the introdu&ion of candidates. Your 
4 regular and punCuai attendance is particularly 
4 requefted ; and I have no doubt that you will 
4 faithfully execute every duty which you owe to 
4 your prefent appointment.’ 

* The Matter anti Wardens are inftalled as the reprefentatives of all the 
Mafter-mafons who are abfent. 

*f* When the Grand Mafter ami his Officers attend to conftitute a 
new Lodge, the D. G. M. uftaUy invefts the Matter, the Grand 
Wardens mveft the Warden.', the Grand Treafurer and Grand .^Se- 
cretary inveft the Treafurer and Secretary, and the Grand Stewards the 
Stewards. 

X Here fpecify itS4ncral excellence. 
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The new Mailer then addrefics the Wardens to- 
gether : 

• Brother Wardens, you are both too expert in 

* the principles of Mafonry, to require much in- 
9 formation in the duties of your refpe&ive offices : 

* fuffice it to mention, that what you have feen praife- 
9 worthy in others, it is expe&ed you will carefully 
9 imitate ; and what in them to you may have ap- 
f peared defe&ive, you will in yourfelves amend. 
9 Good order and regularity you muft endeavour to 
9 promote j and, by a due regard to the laws in your 
9 own condu£t, enforce obedience to them in the 
€ conduft of others.* 

The Wardens retiring to their feats, the Treafu-t 
rer * is next inverted. The Secretary is then called 
to the pedeftal, and inverted with the jewel of his 
office \ upon which the new Mailer addrefies 
him : 

9 1 appoint you, Brother G. H., Secretary of the 
9 lodge. It is your province to record the minutes, 
9 fettle the accounts, and iffue out the fummons for 
9 the regular meetings. Your good inclinations to 
9 Mafonry and the lodge will, no doubt, induce you 
9 to difeharge the duties of the office with fidelity, 
9 and by fo doing you will merit the efteem and ap- 
9 plaufe of your brethren.* 

The Deacons f are then named, and inverted 5 on 
which the Mailer addrefles them as follows : 

* This officer is not appointed by the Mailer, but ele&ed by the 
lodge. 

f The Deacons are the a&ing Deputies of the Wardens, and Re- 
prefentatives of all the abfent Craftfmea. 
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4 Brothers I. K. and L. M. I appoint you Deacons 
4 of the lodge. It is your province to attend on the 
( Matter, and tc^aflift the Wardens in the attive 
4 duties of the lodge j fuch as in the reception of 
4 candidates into the different Degrees, and in the 
4 immediate pra&ice of our rites. Thofe columns *, 

* the badges of your office, I entruft to your care, 
4 not doubting your vigilance and attention/ 

The Stewards + are next called up, and invefted * 
upon which the following charge is delivered to them 
by the new Matter : 

4 Brothers N. O. and P.Q^I appoint you Stewards 
4 of the lodge. The duties eff yotir office are, to 
4 introduce vifitors, and fee that they are properly 

* accommodated ; to colleft fubferiptions and other 
4 fees, and keep an Cxaft account of the lodge cx- 
4 pences. Your regular and early attendance will 
4 afford the heft proof of your zeal and attachment/ 

The new Matter then appoints the Tyler, and* de- 
livers over to him die mftrument of his office, with 
a Ihort charge on the occafion ; after which he ad- 
dreffes the Members of the lodge as follows : 

4 Brethren, 

4 Such is the nature of our conftitution, that as 
4 fome mutt of neceffity rule and teach, fb others 
4 mutt of courfe learn to fubmit and obey. Humility 

* When the work of Mafonry in the lodge is carrying on, the column 
of the Senior Deacon is raifed ; when the lodge is at refrefhment the 
column of the Junior Deacon is raifed. 

t 1 The Stewards are affifhints to the Deacons, and the Representatives 
of all the abfent Entered Apprentices. 
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9 in both, it an efTential duty. The brethren whom 
9 1 have appointed to affift me in the government of 

* the lodge, are too well acquainted with the prin- 
9 ciples of Mafonry, and the rules of good manners, 
9 to extend the power with which they are entrufted j 
9 and you are . too fenfible of the propriety of their 
9 appointment, and of too generous difpofitions, to 

* envy their preferment. From the knowledge I 
9 have of both Officers and Members, I truft that we 

* fliall have but one aim — to pleafe each other, and 
9 unite in the great defign of communicating hap- 
9 pinefs.' 

The Grand Matter gives the Brethren joy of their 
Officers, recommends harmony, and expreffes a wifh 
that the only contention in the lodge may be, a ge- 
nerous emulation to vie in cultivating the royal Art, 
and the moral virtues . The Lodge then joins in the 
general falute, and the newly inftalled Matter returns 
thanks to the Grand Matter for the honour of the 
conftitution. 

The Grand Secretary proclaims the new Lodge 
three times, with the honours of Mafonry, and a 
flourifh of horns each time : after which the Grand 
Matter orders the lodge to be regiftered in the Grand 
Lodge books, and the Grand Secretary to notify the 
fame to the regular lodges. 

A fong # with a chorus, accompanied by the mufic, 
concludes the ceremony of Conttitution, and the lodge 
is clofed with the ufual folemnities in the three De- 

* Many of the anthems and fongs ufed on this and other occafions, 
are inferted at the end of the volume. 


Digitized by Google 



ILLUSTRATIONS 


9 * 

grees by the Grand Matter and his Officers ; after 
which the proceffion is refumed, and returns to the 
apartment whence it fet out. 

This is the ufual ceremony at the Conftitution of 
a new Lodge, which the Grand Matter may abridge, 
or extend, at pleafure $ but the material points are 
on no account to be omitted. 


The Ceremony obferved at laying the Foundation-Stones 
of Public Structures. 

This ceremony is conduced by the Grand Matter 
and his Officers, aflifted by the Members of the 
Grand Lodge only. No priyate Mafon, or inferior 
officer, of any lodge, can be admitted to join in the 
ceremony. JProvincial Grand Matters are authorifed 
to execute this duty in their feparate provinces, when 
they are accompanied by their Officers, and the Matter 
and Wardens of the regular lodges under their jurif- 
di&ion ; but the Chief Magittrate and civil officers 
of the place where the building is to be ere£ted, mutt 
be inyited to attend on the occafion. The ceremony 
is thus conduced : 

At the time appointed, the Grand Lodge is con- 
vened at fome convenient place approved by the Grand 
Matter. A b?nd of martial muGc is provided, and the 
brethren appear in the infignia of the Order, genteelly 
dreiTed, with white gloves and aprons. The lodge 
being opened by the Grand Matter, and the rules for 
regulating the proceffion to and from the place where 
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the ceremony is to be performed) rehearfed by the 
Grand Secretary) the neceffary cautions are given 
from the chair, and the lodge is adjourned \ after 
which the proceifion fets out in the following, order : 

Two Tylers, with drawn fwords j 
Mufic; 

Members of the Grand Lodge, two and two j 
A Tyler, iu his uniform ; 

Paft Grand Stewards ; 

Grand Tyler; 

Prefent Grand Stewards, with white rods ; 

Secretary of the Stewards' Lodge ; 

Wardens of the Stewards' Lodge ; 

Master of the Stewards* Lodge ; 

Choirifters ; 

ArchiteA ; 

Sword-bearer, with the fword of ftate ; 

Grand Secretary, with his bag ; 

Grand Treafurer, with his ftaff; 

The Bible *, Square, and Compares, on a crimfon velvet cufhion, 
carried by the Matter of a Lodge, fupported by two 
Stewards with white rods ; 

Grand Chaplain ; 

f Provincial Grand Matters ; 

Paft Grand Wardens ; 

Paft Deputy Grand Matters ; 

Paft Grand Matters ; 

Chief Magtftrate and civil Officers of the Place ; 

Grand Wardens ; 

Deputy Grand Matter ; 

The Conttitutions curried by the Matter of the oldeft Lodge *f* ; 
Grand Master. 

Two Stewards ciofe the Proceffion. 

. * Where the Bible is mentioned, it applies to whatever is conftdeved to 
be the law of God. 

•f* In allnfion to the Conttitutions of* the Order being originally vetted 
in that Officer ; who, in cafe of the refignation, or death, of the Grand 
.Matter, ia confidered for the time being as the a<ftmg governor and 
Pjxe&or of the Fraternity. 
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A triumphal arch is ufually erefted at the place 
where the ceremony is to be performed, with proper 
fcafiblding for the reception of the brethren. The 
proceflion pafles through the arch, and the brethren 
repair to their (lands, while the Grand Mailer and 
his Officers take their places on a temporary platform, 
covered with carpet ; an ode on Mafonry is fung, and 
the Grand Matter having commanded (ilence, the 
neceffary preparations are made for laying the (lone j 
on which is engraved the year of our Lord and of 
Mafonry, the name of the reigning Sovereign, and 
the name, titles, See. df the Grand Matter. The 
upper part of the Stone # being raifed by an engine 
ere£led for the purpofe, the Grand Chaplain or 
Orator repeats a (hort prayer ; and the Grand Trea- 
furer having, by the Grand Matter’s command, 
placed on the lower part of the Stone various coins 
and medals of the prefent reign, folemn mufic is in- 
troduced, an anthem fung ; and the upper part of the 
(lone let down into its place, and properly fixed j 
upon which the Grand Matter defeends to the Stone, 
and gives three knocks with his mallet, amidft the 
acclamations of the fpe&ators. The Grand Matter 
then delivers over to the Architect the various im- 
plements of architecture, intruding him with the 
fuperintendance and direction of the work; after 
which he re-afeends the platform, and an oration 
fuitable to the occafion is delivered. A voluntary 
fubfeription is then made for the workmen, and the 
fum tolle&ed placed upon the Stone by the Grand 

* Tha foundation-done is ufually compofed of two feparate pieces, 
hollow in the centre, which, when united, appear as one done. 
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Trcafurer. A fong m honour of Mafonry concludes 
the ceremony, after which the proceflion returns to 
the place whence it fet out, and the lodge is clofed 
by the Grand Wardens. 

The Ceremony obferved at the Dedication of Mafons* 
Halls. 

On the day appointed for the celebration of the 
ceremony of Dedication, the Grand Mafter and his 
Officers, accompanied by all the Brethren who are 
members of the Grand Lodge, meet in a convenient 
room adjoining to the place where the ceremony is 
to be performed, and the Grand Lodge is opened, in 
ample form, in all the Degrees. The order of pro- : 
ceffion being read by the Grand Secretary, and a ge- 
neral charge refpe&ing propriety of behaviojur given 
by the Deputy Grand Mafter, the lodge is adjourned, 
and, the proceflion formed as follows : 

Two Tylers, with drawn (Words ; 

Mufic ; 

Members of the Grand Lodge, two and two j 
A Tyler in his uniform ; 
i Paft Grand Stewards ; 

. Grand Tyler j ; 

Prefent Grand Stewards, with white rods ; 

Secre ta r y of the Stewards' Lodge j 

Wardens of the Stewards* Lodge ; 

Mistor of the Stewards' Lodge ; 

Choirifters ; 

One Brother carrying a gold Pitcher, containing corn ; 

Two Brethren, with film Pitchers, containing wine and oil f 
, Four; Tylers carrying the Lodge, covered with white (a tin j 
Architect ; 

* Grand Sword-bearer, with (Word of date; 

Grand Secretary, with his bag ; 

Grand Treasurer, with kb ftafi* ; 
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Bible, Square, and Compafles, on a crimCon velvet cushion, 
carried by a M after of the Lodge, who is 
fupported by two Stewards ; 

Grand Chaplain ; 

Provincial Grand Matters ; 

Paft Grand Wardens ; 

Paft Deputy Grand Maften ; 

Paft Grand Mafters ; 

Chief Magiftrate and civil Officers of the Place ; 

Two large lights ; 

Grand Wardens ; 

One large light ; 

Deputy Grand Mafter ; 

Conftituiions carried by the Mafter of the oldeft Lodge * ; 

Grand Master; 

Two Stewards dofe the proceffion, 

Tfie Ladies are then introduced, and the muficians 
repair to their ftation. On the proceffion reaching 
the Grand Matter’s chair, the Grand Officers are 
feparately proclaimed according to rank, as they ar- 
rive at that ftation 5 and*on the Grand Matter’s being 
proclaimed, the mufic ftrikes up, and continues during 
the proceffion three times round the Hall. The lodge 
is then placed in the centre, on a qrimfon velvet 
couch ; and the Grand Mafter having taken the 
chair, under a canopy of ftate, the Grcgid Officers, 
and the Mafter and Wardens of the Lodges, repair 
to the places which have been previoufly prepared 
for their reception : The three great lights, and the 
gold and filver pitchers, with the corn, wine, and oil, 
are placed on the lodge, at the head of which ftands 
the pedeftal, on which is laid a crimfon velvet 
cufhion, with the Law open, the Square and Com- 
pares put thereon, and the conftitution roll. An an-. 

* See the ndte in p. 93. 
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them is then fung, and an exordium on Mafonry 
given ; rafter which the Architeft, addreffing the 
Grand Mafter, returns thanks for the honour con* 
ferred on him, and ftirrenders up the implements 
which had been entrufted to his care at laying the 
Foundation-Stone. The Grand Mafter exprefles his 
approbation of the Archite£Ts condu& ; an ode in 
•honour of Mafonry is fung, accompanied by the 
band ; and the ladies retire, as do alfo fuch of the 
jrouficians as are not Mafons. 

The lodge is then tiled, and the bufinefc of Mafonry 
refumed. The Grand Secretary informs the Grand 
Mafter, that it is the defign of the Fraternity to have 
the Hall dedicated to Mafonry ; he then orders the 
Grand Officers toaffift in the ceremony, during 
which tbe organ continues playing folemn mufic, 
excepting only at the intervals of Dedication* The 
lodge being uncovered, the firft proceffion is made 
round it, and the Grand Mafter having reached the 
Eaft, the organ is filent, and he proclaims the Hall 
duly dedicated to Masonry, in the name of the 
•great Jehovah* to whom be all glory and 
honour ; upon which the Chaplain ftrews com over 
the lodge. The organ plays, and the fecond pro- 
xeffion is made round the lodge, when, on the Grand 
Matter's arrival at the Eaft, the^grgan is filent, and 
lie declares the Hall dedicated, as before, to Virtue ; 
o » which the Chaplain fprinkles wine on the lodge. 
The* organ plays, and the third proceffion is ‘made 
jotind; the lodges when, the Grand Mafter having 
reached the Eaft, and the mufic being filent, the Haft 
is dedicated to Universal Benevolence; upon 
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which the Chaplain dips his fingers in the oil) and 
fprinkles it over the lodge; and at each period of 
Dedication the grand honours are given. A folemn 
invocation is then made, and an anthem fung ; after 
which, the lodge being covered, the Grand Mafter 
retires to bis chair, ,and the bufinefs of Mafonry is 
adjourned, i 

The ladies are again introduced ; an ode for the 
occafion is performed ; and an oration delivered by 
the Grand Chaplain, which is fucceeded by an an- 
them. Donations for the charity are then collefted, 
and the grand proceffion is refumed. After marching 
three times round the Hall, preceded by the Tylers 
carrying the lodge as at entrance, and the mufic 
continuing to play a grand piece, the Brethren re- 
ctum to the* place whence they fet out, where the 
laws of the Order being rehearfed, the Grand Lodge 
is dofecHrf&nple form in all the Degrees. 


Tie Ceremony oi/erved at Funerals , according to ancient 
Cufhm : with tie Service ufed on that Occafion . 

No Mafon can he interred with the formalities of 
the Order, unlefs it be at his own fpecial requeft, 
communicated to the Mafter of the lodge of which 
he died a member, foreigners and fojourners ex- 
cepted; nor unlefs he has been advanced to the 
Third Degree of Mafonry, from which reftridkm 
there can be no exception. Fellow-crafts, or ap«- 
prentices, are not entitled to the funeral obfequies. 
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The Mailer of the Jodgc having received notice of 
a Mafter-mafon’s death, and of his requeft to be in- 
terred with the ceremonies of the order, he fixes the 
day and hour for the funeral, and iflues his command 
to fummon the lodge ; if brethren from other lodges 
are expedled, to attend, he mult make application 
through the Grand Secretary to the Grand -Mailer, 
or his Deputy, for a difpenfation, to enable him to 
fupply the place of the Grand Mailer at fuch funeral, 
and to regulate the proceflion, which is to be folely 
under his direftion ; and all the brethren prefent 
mull be properly clothed *. 

• By an exprefs law of the Grand Lodge, it is enadted, ‘ That no rc- 

* gular Mafon do attend any funeral, or other public f proceflion, clothed 

* with the badges and enfigns of the Order, unlefs a difpenfation for that 

* purpofe has been obtained from the Grand Matter*, or his Deputy : 

* under the penalty of forfeiting all the rights and privileges of the 

* Society.; and of being deprived of thebenefit of the ^general fund of 

* charity, fhould he be reduced to want.’ 

Difpetdatkms for public proceffions are fekkxn granted but upon 
particular occafiops; it cannot, therefore, be thoughttl^^tfaeie ivilf he 
very frequent, or that regular Mafons will be induced to infringe ap 
eftablHhed law fay attending tfaofe which are not properly autliorifed. 
Many public parades under this chandler have been made of late, yean; 

. but thefe have not received the fandUon of the Grand Matter, or the 
countenance of any regular Mafon converfant with the laws of the Society. 
Of this the Pnblic may be convinced, when they advert that the reputation 
of the whole Fraternity would be at rifk by irregularity on fuch air 
«ccs£ov. Jt cannot be imagined, that the Grand Matter, who is generally 
of noble, birth, would either lo fax degrade the dignity of his office, or, the 
charadber of the Society at large, as to grant a difpenfation for a public 
proceflion upon fo trifling an oocafian as a private benefit at a playhoafe. 


t By public proceflion is meant a general convention of Mafons fof • 
the pnrpofe of making a public appearance. 
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The difpenfation being obtained, the Matter may 
invite as many lodges as he thinks proper, and the 
members of thofe lodges may accompany their 

tea-garden, or ether place of public refort ; where neither the intereft of 
the Fraternity, nor the general good, can be concerned ; and which, 
though it may be of fome private advantage, can never redound to the 
credit of Mafonry, or the honour of its patrons. 

The above law was planned to put a flop to mixed and irregular con- 
ventions of Mafons, and to prevent them from expOftng to derifion the 
inlignia of the Order, by parading through the ftreets on unimportant 
occafions ; it was not intended, however, to reftrift the privileges of any 
regular lodge, or to encroach on the legal prerogative of any inftalled 
Mailer. By the univerfal practice of Mafons, every regular lodge is 
authorised by the Conftitution to aft on fuch occafions, when limited to 
its own members, if the Society at large be not difhonoured ; and every 
.inftalled Mailer is fufficiently empowered by the Conftitution, without 
any other authority, to convene and govern his own lodge on any emer- 
gency, at the iuneral of its own members, or on any occafion in which the 
honour of the Society is concerned, he being always amenable to the 
, Grand Lodge for mifeonduft ; but when brethren from other lodges are 
convened, who are not fubjeft to his controul, in that cafe a particular 
difpenfation is required from the Grand Mailer, or his Deputy, who are 
' the only general Direftors of Mafons. The Mailer of the lodge will dever 
iflue a fummons for a public appearance of the lodge on a trifling oeeaiion, 
•r without approbation, wiH, knowing that he is amenable to the General 
AfTembly for his conduft, and by the charges of his office, mud fubmit to 
their award ; ihould he, however, be fo imprudent as to aft on this occa- 
fion improperly, the brethren of the Jodge are warranted by the laws- to 
refufe obedience to his fummons, but they arc alfo amenable to the Grand 
Lodge for contumacy. 

A difpenfation is only neceffary in cafes where Mafons, from different 
lodges, are indiferiminately convened, as it veils a power in the Matter Of 
the lodge, for the time being, to fuperintend the behaviour of fuch bre- 
thren, that no irregularity may enfue ; but when a regular lodge is 
aflembled tinder the aufpices of its own Matter, that Matter is fufficiently 
empowered to prefide over his lodge by the Conftitution, which is an 
authority that no difpenfation can fuperfede ; the former being an aft of 
the Society at large, the latter only an aft of the Grand Matter as the 
general Governor. 
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officers in form ; but the whole ceremony muft be 
under the dire&iori of th£ Mailer of the lodge to® 
which the deceafed belonged, for which purpofe 
only the difpenfation is granted ; and he and his* 
officers muft be dulyhonoured, and cheerfully obeyed, 
on the occafion, as the representative, for the.time 1 
being, of the Grand Mafter, or his Deputy. 

: AH the brethren who walk in proceffion, ffiould 
obferve, as much as poffible, an uniformity in their 
drefs. Decent mourning, with white (lockings, gloves* 
and aprOns *, is moft Suitable. No perfon (hould be* 
diftinguilhed by a jewel, who is not an officer of one 
of the lodges invited to attend in form, and aft the 
officers of fuch lodges Ihould be ornamented: with? 
falhes and hatbands ; as alfo the officers of the lodge 
to whom the difpenfation is granted, who are, more- 
over, to be diftinguilhed with white rods. 

The Funeral Service . j 

The brethren being affembled at the houfe where 
the body of the deceafed lies, the Mafter of the lodge' 
to which he belonged, opens the lodge in the Third 
Degree, with the ufual forms, and an anthem is fting^ 1 
The body being placed in the centre on a couch* and 
the coffin in which it isr laid being open, the Mafter 
proceeds to tile head of the corpfe, and the Service 
begins. * * 

Master. 4 What man is he that liveth, and flialf 

* not fee death ? lhall he deliver his foul from the 

* hand of the grave ? 

* This is the ufral clothing of ‘ * 

f 3 
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* Man walkcth in a vain (hadow, he heapeth up 
‘ riches, and cannot tell who (hall gather them. 

• When he dieth, he (hall carry nothing away ; his 

* glory (hall not defcend after him. 

4 Naked he came into the world, and naked hemuft 
4 return : the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 

* away 5 blefled be the name of the Lord P 

The grand honours are then given, and certain 
forms ufed, which cannot be here explained. Solemn 
mufic is. introduced, during which the Matter ftrews 
herbs or flowers over the body, and taking the 
sacred roll in his hand, he fays, 

4 Let us die the death of the righteous, and let our 
*Iaft end be lik^ his P 
The brethren anfwer, 

4 God is our God for ever and ever j he will be 
4 our guide even unto death P 
The Matter then puts the roll into the coffin, and 
fays, 

4 Almighty Father! into thy hands we commend 
4 the foul of our loving brother P 

The brethren anfwer three times, giving the grand 
honours each time, 

V The will of God is accomplifhed ! So be it P 
Tl#[ Matter then repeats the following prayer : 

4 Mott gk*riou$|(Jod I Author of all good, and 

* Giver of all mercy ! pour down thy bleffings upon 
'« .us, and ftrengthen our folemn engagements with 
4 the ties of fincere affe&ion ! May the prefent in- 
4 ftance of mortality remind us of our approaching 
4 fate \ and draw our attention to Thee, the only 
4 refuge in time of need \ that when the awful mo- 
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* ment (hall arrive, that we are about to quit this 
f tranfitory fcene, the ehlivening profpeft of thy 

* mercy may difpel the gloom of death ; and that, 

( after our departure hence in peace, and in thy fa- 
€ vow, we may be received into thine everlafting 

* kingdom, and there enjoy, in union with the fouls 
c of our departed friends, the juft reward of a pious 
f and virtuous life !’ Amen . 

An anthem being fung, the Mafter retires to the 
pedeftal, and the coffin is (hut up. An oration, fuitable 
to the occafion, is delivered ; and the Mafter recom- 
mending love and unity, the brethren join hands, and 
renew their pledged vows. The lodge is then ad- 
journed, and the proceffion to the place of interment 
is formed: * 

The different lodges rank according to feniority, 
the junior preceding; and each lodge forms one 
divifion. The following order is then obferved : 

The Tyler, with his fword $ 

The Stewards, with white rods; 

The Brethren, out of office, two and two j ' 

The Secretary, with a roll 3 > * ,■ < 

The Treafurer, with his badge of office ; 

The Senior and Junior Wardens, hand in hand j . ’ - 
The Paftraafter ; ■ ■ ' - 

The Mafter ; v 

The Lodge to which the deceafed Brother belonged,, ia the 
following order ; all the members having 
flowers or herbs in their hands ; 

The Tyler ; 7 i ■* > * 

The Stewards ; ‘ > \ 

Martial Mufic [Drunw rauffltd, and Trumpets coveted] § _ ^ : l .i ' 
The. Members of the Lodge ; ' 

The Secretary and Treafurer; 

The Senior and Junior Wardens > 
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The P&ftmafter ; 


The Holy Writings, on a cufhion, covered with black cloth, 
carried by the oldeil Member of the Lodge j 
The Matter ; 

The Choiriftere, tinging an anthem \ 

The Clergyman; 





The BODY, 
with the regalia 
placed thereon, 
and two fwords 
crofled ; 

Chief Mourner ; 



Afliflant Mourners ; 


Two Stewards ' 

K A Tyler. . j" , 

6ne or two lodges advance, before the proceffion 
begins, to the church-yard, to prevent confufion, and. 
make the neceffary preparations. The brethren are 
not to defert their ranks, or change places, but keep 
in their different departments. When the proceffion 
arrives at the gate of the church-yard* the lodge to 
which the deceafed brother belonged, the mourners, 
and attendants on the corpfe, halt, till the members 
of the other lodges h«ive formed a circle round the 
grave, when an opening is made to receive them. 
They then advance to the grave ; and the clergyman 
and officers of the a&ing lodge taking their ftation at 
the head of the grave, with the choirifters on each 
fide, aiid the mourners at the foot, the fervice rt re- 
fumed, an anthem fung, and the following exhorta- 
* tion given : 

( Here we view a ftriking inftartce of the uncertainty 
* of life, and the vanity of all human purfuits: The 
4 laft offices paid to the dead, are only ufeful as 
4 lc&ure* to the living *, from them we are to derive 
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* jnftru&ion, and confider every folemnity of this 

c kind, as a fununons to prepare for our approaching 
c diflolution. . 

* Notwithftanding the various mementos of jqor<? 
f tality with which we daily meet, notwithftanding 
c Death has eftabliflied his empire pver all the works 

* of Nature, yet, through fome unaccountable infatuar 
€ tion, we are apt to forget that we are born to die, 
c We go on from one defign to another, add hope tg 

* hope, and lay out plans for the employment of many 

* years, till we are fuddenly alarmed with the apr 
4 proach of Death, when we lead expe£l him* and a* 

* an hour which, amidft the gaieties of life, we fxpz 
4 bably conclude to be the meridian of our exiftence. 

4 What are all the externals of majefty, the pride 
4 of wealth, or charms of beauty, when Nature has 
4 paid her juft debt ? Fix your eyes on the laft feene $ 
4 view life ftript of her ornaments, and expofed ip 
4 her natural meannefs 5 you will then be convinced 
4 of the futility of thofe empty delufion^ In the 
f grave all fallacies a?e detected, all rankj levelled* 
4 and all diftin&ions done away. . > 

4 While we drop the fympathetic tear over the 
4 grave of our dcceafed friend, let charity incline ps 
/ to throw a veil over his foibles, whatever they may 
4 have been, and not with -hold from his memory the 
4 praife which his virtues may have claimed. 

4 the apologies of human nature to plead in his her 
4 half. Perfe&ion on earth has never been attained, > 
4 the wifeft, as well as the beft, of men, havc 5 enred. 
4 His meritorious . anions it is our duty to imitate,^nji 
4 from his weakness we are to derive inftru&ion ,. tii > 
r 5 * 

r 
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? 4 Let the prefent example excite our moft ferious 
1 thoughts, and ftrengthen our refolution of amend - 
4 ment. Life being uncertain, and all earthly purfutts 
4 yam, let us no longer poftpone the important con- 

* cem of preparing for eternity ; but embrace the 

* happy moment, while time and opportunity offer, 
1 tb provide againft that great change, when all the 
4 pleafures of the World {hall ceafe to delight, and the 

* refteftions of a virtuous conduft yield the only 
4 comfort and confolation. Our expe&ations wiH not 
4 then be fruftrated, nor {hall we be hurried, onpre- 
f ' pared, into the prefence of an all-wife and powerful 

* Judge, to whom the fecrets of all hearts are known, 
< and from whofe dread tribunal no culprit can 
*‘efcape. 

' ; f Let u6, while in this ftage pf exigence, fupport 
4 with propriety the character of our profeflion, ad-* 

* vert to the nature of our folemn ties, and purfue 
4 with affiduity the facred tenets of the Order : With 
^becoming reverence, let us fup plicate the Divine 

* proteftion, and infure the favour of that eternal 
4 Being, whofe goodnefs and powel know no bounds ; 

* and when the awful moment arrives, that we are 
4 about to take our departure, be it foon or late, may 
4 we be enabled to profecute our journey, without 
f ^reicl or apprehenfion, to that far diflant country 
4 from which no traveller returns. By the light of 
4 the Divine countenance, we may pafs, without 
4 trembling, through thofe gloomy manfions where 

* all things are forgotten j and at the great and 
4 tremendous day of trial and retribution^ when 
4 arraigned at the bar of Divine Juftice, wc may 
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♦ hope that judgment will be pronounced in but 

♦ favour, and that we (hall receive our reward, in thC 

♦ pofieffion of an immortal inheritance, where joy 
4 flows in one continued ftream, and no mound can 
4 check its courfe/ 

The following invocations are then made by the 
Mafter, the ufual honours accompanying each : 
Master. ‘May we be true and faithful | and 

♦ may we live and die in love !* 

Answer. ‘ So mote it be.* 

Master. * May we profefs what is good, and al* 

♦ ways a & agreeably to our profeffion Y 
Answer. ‘ So mote it be/ 

Master. c May the Lord blefs us and profper us ; 
‘ and may all our good intentions be crowned with 
4 fuccefs Y 

Answer. <* So mote it be/ * 

The Secretaries then advance, and throw their roHtf 
into the grave With the ufual forms, while the Matter 
repeats, with an audible voice, 

♦ Glory be to ^Sod on high I on earth peace 1 
4 good will towards men Y 
Answer. 4 So mote it be, now, from henceforth, 
‘'and for evermore/ > ; , : : * 

The Mafter then concludes the ceremony at thb 
grave in the following words : 

‘ From time immemorial it has been a cuftom 
4 among the Fraternity of free and accepted Mafons, 

♦ at the requeft of a brother on his death*bed, to 
4 accompany his corpfc to the place of interment; 
‘ and there to dcpoiit his remains with the ufual 
1 formalities. 

f 6 
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c In Conformity to this ufage, and the fpecial 

* requeft of our deceafed brother, whpfe memory we 

* revere, and whofe lofs we now deplore, we are here 
9 aflembled in the charafter of Mafons, to refign his 
9 body to the earth whence it came, and to offer up 
9 to his memory, before the world, the laft tribute of 
9 our fraternal affe&ion ; thereby demonftrating the 
? Sincerity of our paft efteem, and our inviolable at- 
4 tachment to the principles of the Order. 

* With proper refpeft to the eftabKfhed cuftome 
•pf the Country in which we live, with due deference 
9 to our fuperiors in church and ftate, and with un- 
‘ limited good will to all mankind, we here appear 
9 clothed as Mafons, and publicly fexprefs our fub- 
« million to order and good government, and our 
wifh to promote the general interefts of mankind. 

* Inverted witTi the badge of innocence, we humbly 
‘ bow to the univerfal Parent, implore his blefling 
c on all our zealous endeavours to extend peace and. 
9 good-will, and earneftly pray for his grace to en- 

* able us to p^yfevere in the principles of piety and 
9 virtue. 

, ‘ The great Creator having been pleafed, out of 
9 his mercy, to remove our worthy brother from* 

* the cares and troubles of this tranfitory life tb a 
c ftate of eternal duration, and thereby to weaker^ 
^ the chain by! which we are united, man to man ; 
‘may we, who furvive him, anticipating ; our ap- 
c preaching fate, be more ftrongly cemented in the 1 
4 ties of union and friendlhip ; and during the Ihort* 

* fpace which is allotted to our prefent exirtefnee,* 
4 wifely and ufefully employ our time, in the rC-» 
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* ciprocal intercourfe of kind and friendly afts, and 
‘ mutually promole the welfare and happinefs of each 
c other. 

* Unto the grave we have refigned tlu body of our 
( deceafed friend, there to remain until the general 
€ refurre&ion ; in favourable e*pe&ation that his im- 
c mortal foul will then partake of the joys which 

* have been prepared for the righteous from the be- 

* ginning of the world : And may Almighty God, 

* of his infinite g&odnefs, at the grand tribunal of 

* unbtafled juft, ice, extend his mercy toward him, and 

* all of us, and cro^n our* hope with everlafting 
€ blifs, in the expanded realms of a boundlefs eter- 

* nity ! This we beg, for the honour of his Name, 

* to Whom be glory, now and for ever. Amen.* 

Thus the fervice ends, and the ufual honours * 
being given, the proceflion returns in form to ’ the 
place whence it fet out, where the neceflary duties 
are complied with, and the buGnefs of Mafonry is 
renewed. The regalia , and other ornaments of the 
deceafed, if he has been an officer of the lodge, are 
returned to the Mafter, with the ufual ceremonies j 
after which the charges for regulating the conduct 
of the brethren are rehearfed, and the lodge is clofed 
in the Third Degree with a blefling. 

■ y 
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BOOK in. 

THR PRINCIPLES OR MASONRY EXPLAINED. 

SECT. I. 

A Letter from the learned Mr. John Locle , to the Right 
Hon. Thomas Earl of Pembroke , with an old Manu - 
fcript on the fubjeft of Free Mafonry * 

My Lord, * 6th May, 1696. 

T have at length, by the help of Mr. Collins, pro- 
A cured a copy of that MS. in the Bodleian library, 
which you were fo curious to fee : and, in obedience 
to your lordfliip’s commands, I herewith fend it to 
you. Mod of the notes annexed to it, are what I 
made yefterday for the reading of my lady Mafham, 
who is become, fo fond of Mafonry, as to fay, that 
{he now more than ever wiflies herfelf a man, that ihe 
might be capable of admiflion into the Fraternity. 

The MS. of which this is a copy, appears to be 
about 160 years old ; yet (as your lordfliip will ob- 
ferve by the title) it is itfelf a copy of one yet morfe 
ancient by about 100 years : for the original is faid 
to be the hand-writing of K. Henry VI. Where that 
prince had it, is at prefent an uncertainty ; but it 
feems to me to be an examination (taken perhaps 
before the king) of fome one of the brotherhood of 
Mafons ; among whom he entered himfelf, as it is 
faid, when he came out of his minority, and thence* 
forth put a ftop to a perfecution that had beenraifed 

10 
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againft them : But I muft not detain your lordthip 
longer by my preface from the thing itfelf. 

I know not what effeG the fight of this old paper 
may have upon your lordihip ; but for my own part 
I cannot deny, that it has fo much raifed my cu- 
riofity, as to induce me to enter myfelf into the Fra- 
ternity, which I am determined to do (if I may be 
admitted) the next time I go to London, and that 
will be ihortly. I am, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordlhip’s mod obedient, 

and mod humble fervant, 

JOHN LOCKE. 


Certayne Qjteflyons , with Anfweres to the fame > con - • 
ceming the Myfiery ^Ma§onrye •, writtene by the 
hande of hynge Heijrye, the ftxthe of the name, and 
faithfullye copyed by me (i) Johan Leylande, 
Antiquarius, by the commaunde of hie (2) Htghnejfe, 

They be as followethe, 

Quest. What mote ytt be ? (3) 

Ans. Ytt beeth the flcylle of nature, the under- 
ftondynge of the myghte that ys hereynne, and its 

( 1 ) John Leylande was appointed by Henry VIII. at the diffolution 
•of monallcries, to feareh for, and fave fuch books and records as were va- 
luable among them. He was s man of great labour and induftjfy. 

( 2 ) His Highnessb, meaning the faid King Henry VIII. Our kings 
had not then the title of nuyefty. 

(8) What mote ytt be 2] That is, what may this myftery of Mafonry 
be ? The anfirer imports, That it confifts in natural, mathematical, and 
BMdunicil knowledge. Some put of which (u appear, bj whit Mowa) 
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fbndrye. werkynges : fonderlyche, the fkylle o£ reck- 
enyngs, of waightes and metynges, and the true 
ipanere of fasonnynge al thyngs for mannes ufe ; 
headlye, dwellinges, and buyldynges of alle kindes, 
and all other thynges that make gudde to manne. 

Quest. Where dyd it begynne ? 

Answ. Ytt dydd begynne with the (4) fyrfte 
metyne yn the efte, whych were before the (5) ffyrfle 
menne of the wefte, and comyinge weftlye, ytt hathe 
broughte herwyth alle comfortes to the wylde and 
comfortleffe. 

Quest. Who dyd brynge ytt weftlye ? 

Answ. The (6) Venetians, whoo beynge grate 
merchaundes, corned ffyrfle ffromme the efte ynn 
Venetin, for the commodyte of marchaundyfynge 
beithe efle and wefte bey the redde and myddlonde 
fees. 

Quest. How comede ytt yn Engelonde ? 

the Mafons pretend to have taught the reft af mankind, and fome part 
they ft ill conceal. 

(4) (5) Fyrfte menne yn the efte, &c.] It Ihould feem by this, that 
Mafons believe there were men in the eaft before Adam, who is called the 
* ffyrfle manne of the wefte and that arts and feiences began in the eaft. 
Some authors of great note for learning have been of the fame opinion ; 
and it is certaiu that Europe and Africa, (which, in refpetft to Afia, may 
be called weftern countries,) were wild and favage, long after arts and 
politenefs of manners were in great perfection in China aud the Indies. 

(6) The Venetians, &c.] In the times of monkifh ignorance it is no 
wonder that the Phenicians fhould be miftaken for the Venetians. Or', 
perl taps, if the people were not taken one for the other, fimilitude of found 
might deceive the clerk who firft took down the examination.. The Phe? 
nicians were the greateft voyagers among the ancients, and were in Europe 
thought to be the inventors of letters, which perhaps they brought frond 
the eaft with other arts. . 
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Answ. Peter Gower (7) a Grecian, journeyedde 4 
ffor kunnynge yn Egypte, and in Syria, and yn 
everyche londe, whereas theVenetians hadde plaunted 
ma^onrye, and wynnynge entraunce yn al lodges of 
magonnes, he lerned muche, and retournedde, and 
woned yn Grecia Magna (8), wackfynge, and be- 
commyhge a myghtye (9) wyfeacre, and gratelyche 
renowned, and her hef framed a grate lodge at Groton 
(10), and maked man ye ma^onnes* fome whereoffe 

(7) Peter Gower.] Thisjnuft be another miftake of tbe writer. I was 
puzzled at firft to guefs who Peter Gower (hould be, the name being per* 
fe&ly Englifh j or how a Greek fhould come by fuch a name : But as 
fdon a&I thought oi Pythagoras, I could fcarce forbear fmiling, to find 
that philofopber had undergone a metempfyehofis he never dreamt of. We 
need only confider tlie French pronunciation of his name, Pythagore, that 
is, Pctagore, to conceive how eafily fuch a miftake may be made by an 
unlearned clerk. That Pythagoras travelled for knowledge into Egypt,' 

m known to all the learned ; and that he was initiated into feverai 
different orders of priefts, who in thofe days kept all their learning fecret 
froip the vulgar, is as well known. Pythagoras alfo made every geometri- 
cal thecArem a 1 fecret, and admitted only fuch to the knowledge of them, as 
had firft undergone a five years filence. He is fuppoied to be the in- 
ventor of the ’4 7th propofrtion of the firft book of Euclid, for which, in 
the joy of Ills heart, it is faid he facrificed a hecatomb. He alfo knew 
the trud fyftem of the World, lately revived by Copernicus ; and was cer- 
tainly a moft wonderful man. See his life by Dion. Hal’. : 

(8) Grecia Magna, a part of Italy formerly fo called, in which the 
Greeks had fettled a large colony. 

(9) Wyfeacre.] This word at prefent fignifies fimpleton, but formerly- 
had a quite contrary meaning. Wifeacre in the old Saxon is phHofopher, 
w'deman, or wizard, and having been frequently ufed ironically, at length 
came to have a dlreift meaning in the ironical fenfe. Thus Duns Scotus, 
a man famed for the fubtilty and acutenefs of his underftanding, has, by 
the fame method of irony, given a general name to modem dunces. 

(10) Groton.] Groton is the name of a place in England. The place 
here meant is Crotona, a?c\%y of Grecia Magna, which in the time of Py- 
tjiagoras .was vefy populous. 
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dyde journeye yn Fraunce, and maked manye ma- 
gonnes, wherefromme, yn procefle of tyme, thd arte 
paffed in Engelonde. 

Quest. Dothe magonnes defcouer here artes unto 
ddhers? 

Answ. Peter Gower, whenne he journeyede to 
leme,wa$ ffyrfte (n) made, and anonne techedde; 
evenne foe fliulde all odhers beyn recht. Nathelefe. 
(ia) magonnes hauethe alweys, yn everyche tyme, 
from tyme to tyme, communycatedde to mannkynde 
foche of her fecrettes as generallyche myghte be ufe- 
fulle \ they haueth keped back foche allein as (hulde 
be hatmfulle yff they corned yn euylle haundes, oder 
foche as ne myghte be holpynge wythouten the 
techynges to bejoynedde herwythe in the lodge, 
oder foche as do bynde the freres more ftronglyche . 
togeder, bey the proffytt& and commodytyc comynge 
to the confrerie herfromme. 

Quest. Whatte artes haueth the magonnes tech- , 
edde mankynde ? 

Answ. The artes (13) agricult ura, archite&ura, 
Aftronomta, geometria, numeres, mufica, poefie, ky- 
miftrye, governmente, and relygyonne. 

(11) Fryrfte made.] The word made I fuppofe has a particular mean- 
ing among the Mafons ; perhaps it fignifies, initiated. 

(12) Magonnes haueth communycatedde, &c.] This paragraph hath 
fomething remarkalde in it. It contains a juftiication of the fecrecy lo 
much boafted of by Mafons, and fo much blamed by others ; averting 
that they have in all ages difeovered fuch things as might be ufeful, and 
that they conceal fuch only as would be hurtful either to the world or 
themfelves. What thefe ferrets are, we fee afterwards. 

. ( 18 ) The artes, agricultora, 8cc.] It feems a bold pretence this of the 
Mafons, that they have taught mankind all tbefcartf. They bare their 
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Quest. Howe commethe magonnes more teachers 
than odher menne ? 

Answ. The hemfelfe haueth allein in (14) arte of 
flyndynge ncue artes, whyche arte the fiyifte ma- 
yonnes receaued from Godde ; by the whyche they 
fyndethe what artes hem plefethe, and the trca way 
of techynge the fame. Whatt odher menne doe the 
ffynde out, ys onelyche bey chaunce, and herfore but 
lytel I tro. 

Quest* What dothe the maconnes conceit and 
hyde ? 

Answ. Thay concelethe the arte of ffyndynge neue 
artes, and thatt ys for here own proffytte, and (15) 
preife: they concelethe the arte of kepynge (16) fe- 
crettes, that foe the worlde mayeth iu>thioge CQqcele. 
from them. Thay concelethe the arte of wundcr- 
werckynge, and of forefayinge thynges to comme. 


own authority for rt.; andl know not ho# we ftaH <fifpro*e them. But 
what appears moft odd is, that they reckon religion among the arts. 

(14) Arte Of fiyndynge neue artes.] The art of inventing arts, muft 
certainly be a moft ufeful art. My lord Bacon's Novum Organum it an 
attempt towards fbmewhat of the lame kind. But I much doubt, that' if 
ever the Mafons had it, they have now loft it j fince fo few new art* have 
been lately invented, and fo many are wanted. The idea I have of*fuch 
an art is, that it muft be fomething proper to be employed in all the 
feiencea generally, as algebra is in numbers, by the help of which, new’ 
rales of arithmetic are. and may be found. 

( 15 ) Preife.] It feems the Mafons have great regard to the reputation 
as Well as the profit of their order ; fince they make it one reafon for not 
divulging an art in common, that it may do honour to the poflefTors of fe. 
I think in this particular they fiiew too much regard for their own fociety* 
and too little for the reft or mankind. 

(16) Arte of kepynge fecrettes.] What kind of an art (his is, I can bp 
no means imagine. But certainly fuch an art the Mafons muft have : For 


Digitized by Google 



ILLUSTRATIONS 


ti6 

that fo thay Came artes may not be ufedde of the 
wyckedde to an euyell ende. Thay alfo qortcelethe 
the (17) arte of chaunges, the wey of wyunypge the 
facultye (18). of Abrac, the fkylle of becornmyoge 
gude and parfyghte wythouten the hoJpynges of 
fqre and hope ; and the unirafelle (19) longage o£ 
ma^nnes. 

Quest. Wylie he teche me thay fame artes? 

Answ. Ye fhalle be techedde yff ye be wefthye* 
dnd. able to leme. 

Quest. Dothe all ma^nnes kunne more. then, 
odhcr menne ? 

though, as fome people fuppofe, they fhould have no fecret at all, even 
that mult be a feeret, which being diifcovered, would expofe them to the 
higheft ridicule ; and therefore it requires the utmoft caution to conceal it. 

( 17 ) Arte of chaunges.J I know not what this means, unlefs it be the 
tranfmutation of metals. ’ » . 

(l 8) Facultye of Alrac.] Here I am utterly in the dark. 

(19). Univerfelle longage of noafonnes.] An univorfal language has. 
been muck defired by the learned of many ages. It is a thing rather ta 
be wifhed than hoped for. But it feems the Mafons pretend to have fuch 
a thing among them. If it be true, I guefs it mud be fomething like the 
language of the Pantomimes among the ancient Romans, who are faid to be 
able, by figns only, to exprefs and deliver any oration intelligibly to men of 
all nations and languages. A man who has all tbefe arts and advantages,: 
is certainly in a condition to be euvied : But we are told that this is not ' 
the cafe with all Mafons ; for though thefe arts are among them, and all 
have a right and an opportunity to know them, yet fome want capacity, and 
others induftry, to acquire them. However, of all their arts and fecrets, 
that which I moft defire to knpw is, ‘The fkylle of becoramynge gude and 
‘ parfyghte and I wifh it were communicated to all mankind, fiuce there 

nothing more true than the beautiful fentdhee contained in the laft 
anfwer, ‘ That the better men are, the more they love one smother.' Vir- 
tue .having in itfclf fomething fp amiable as to charm the hearts of all that 
behpldiu 


y Google 



OF MASONRY. 


U7 


Answ. Not fo. Thay onlyche haueth recht and 
occafyonne more then odher men to kunne, butt 
manye doeth fale yn capacity, and m any e more doth 
want induftrye, that ys perneceflarye for the gaynyttgp 
all kunnynge. > 

Quest. Are.majonnes gudder men th^p odhers^ 
Answ. Some nw^onnes are not fo virtuous as fame 
odher menne; but, yn the mod parte, thay he more 
gude then thay woulde be yf thay war not 

Quest. Doth ma^onnes love eidher odhiAr 
myghtylye as beeth fayde ? 

Answ. Yea verylyche, and yt may not odherwife 
be: for gude menne and treu, kennynge eidher 

odher to be foche, doeth always love the more as 
c hay be more gude . v 

[Here endcthe the queftyonnes, and awgfweres.] 




A Glossary of antiquated Words in the foregoing 
Manufcript . 


Atbeiri) only 
Aiwcys, always 
JBeithc, both 

Commodytye , convert iency 
Confrerie, fraternity 
Fagonriynge , forming 
Fercfayinge, prophefying C 
Freresy brethren 
Jfcadlye> chiefly 


1 


fiem plefethe y they pleafis 
Hcrnftlfc) therafelyes 
fieri there, their 
HereynnCi therein 
Herwyth, with it 
Holpynge, beneficial. 

Kunne , know 
Kunnynge , knowledge 
Make gudde% are beneficial 
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Metyngu, meafures 
Mote, may 
Middklottde f Mediterranean 
Myghte, power 
Occafyonne, opportunity 
Odher other 
Onelyche, only 
Pemecejfarye, abfolutely 
rieceflary 
Preifi, honour 
Recht, right 
Reckenyngs, numbers 


Sonderlyche, particularly 
Skylit, knowledge 
Waclfynge , growing 
Werek, operation 
Wey, way 
Whereas, where 
Wotted, dwelt 

W underwerckynge, working 
miracles , 

Wylde, (avage 
Wynnynge, gaining 
Tnn, into. 


S E C T. II. 

Remarks on the preceding Manufcript, and on the 
Annotations of Mr. Locke. 

This dialogue poffeffes a double claim to our re- 
gard : firft, for its antiquity ; and next, for the notes 
added to it by Mr. Locke, who, though not at that 
time enrolled in the order of Mafons, offers very juft 
conje&ures on their hiftory and traditions. 

Every reader mull feel a fecret fatisfaftion in the 
perufal of this ancient manufcript, efpecially the true 
Mafon, whom it more nearly concerns. The recom- 
mendation of a philofopher of as great merit and 
penetration as this nation ever produced, added to the 
real value of the piece itfelf, mull give it a fan&ion, 
and render it defefving a fcrious examination. 

The conje&ure of the learned annotator concern- 
ing its being an examination taken before King Henry 
of one of the Fraternity of Mafons, is accurate. The 
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fevere edift paded at that time again ft the fociety, 
and the difcouragement given to the Mafons by the 
hHhop of Wincheder and his party, induced that 
prince, in his riper years, to make a drift fcrutiny 
into the nature of the mafonic inditution *, which 
was attended with the happy circumdance of gaining 
his favour, and his patronage. Had not the civil 
commotions in the kingdom during his reign at- 
tracted the notice of government, this aft would 
probably have been repealed, through the interceffion 
of the duke of Glouceder, whofe attachment to die 
Fraternity was confpicuous. 

Page hi. What mote ytt be ?] Mr. Locke ob- 
serves in his annotation on this quedion, that the 
aniwer imports, Mafonry confids of natural, mathe- 
matical, and mechanical knowledge ; fome part of 
which, he fays, the Mafons pretend to have taught 
mankind, and fome'part they dill conceal. — The 
arts which they have communicated to the world, 
are particularly fpecified in an anfwer to one of the 
following quedions^ as are alfo thofe which they 
have reftrifted to themfelves for ,wjfe purpofes. — 
Morality, however, might have been included in this 
anfwer, as it conditates a principal part of the ma- 
(onic fydem. 

Page ii2. Where dyd ytt begynne ?] In the an* 
notation to the anfwer on this, quedion, Mr. Locke 
feems to fugged, that Mafons believed there were 
men in the eaft before Adam, which is indeed a mere 
eonjefture* Tins opinion may be countenanced by 
fome learned authors, but Mafons comprehend the 
true meaning of Mafonry taking rife in the ead and 
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fprcading to the weft, without having recourfe to the 
praeadamites. Eaft and weft are terms peculiar to 
their fociety, and when mafonically adopted, are very 
intelligible *, as they refer to certain forms and efta- 
blifhed cuftoms among themfelves. From the daft, it 
is well known, learning extended to the weftern 
world, and gradually advanced into Europe. 

Page 1 12. Who dyd brynge ytt weftlye?] The 
judicious corre&ion of an illiterate clerk, in the 
anfwer to this queftion as well as the next, reflets 
xredit on the ingenious annotator. The explanation 
is juft, and the elucidation accurate. 

- Page 1 1 2. Howe comede ytt yn Engelonde ?] 
The records of the Fraternity inform us, that Py- 
thagoras was regularly initiated into Mafonry ; and 
being properly inftrufted in the myfteries of the 
Art, propagated the principles of the Order in other 
countries into which he travelled* 

Pythagoras lived at Samos, in the reign of Tar- 
quin, the laft king of the Romans, in the year of 
Rome 220; or, according to Livy, in the reign of 
Servius Tullius, in the year of the world 3472. 
He was the fon of a * fculptor, and was educated 
under one of the greateft men of his time, There-* 
cydes of Syrus, who firft taught the immortality of 
the foul. On the* death of his patron, he deter- 
mined to trace fcience to its fource, and to ftipply 
himfelf with frefh ftore6 in every part of the world 
where thefe could be obtained. Animated by a 
defire of knowledge, he travelled into Egypt, and 

* And behold the glory of the Gcd of Ifrael came from die way of the 
Eaft. Ezck.xliii' 3. 
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fubmkted to that tedious and difcouragirig courfe of 
preparatory difcipHne, which was requilite to obtain 
the benefit of Egyptian initiation. When he had 
made himfelf a thorough matter of all the fciences 
that were cultivated in the facerdotal colleges of 
Thebes and Memphis, he purfued his travels through 
the eaft, converfing with the Magi and Indian Brach- 
mans, and mixing their do&rines with thofe he had 
learnt in Egypt* He afterwards ftudied the laws of 
Minos at Crete, and thofe of Lycurgus at Sparta. 
Having fpent the earlier part of his life in this ufcfui 
manner, he returned to Samos well acquainted with 
every thing curious either in nature or art in foreign 
countries, improved with all the advantages proceed- 
ing from a regular and laborious courfe of learned 
education, and adorned with that knowledge of man- 
kind which was necefiary to gain the afcendant over 
them* Accuftomed to freedom, he difliked the ar- 
bitrary government of Polycrates, then tyrant of 
Samos, and retired to Crotona in Italy,* where he 
opened a fchool of philofophy ; and, by the gravity 
and fanftity of his manners, the importance of his 
tenets, and the peculiarity -of his inftitutions, foon 
fpread his fame and influence over Italy and Greece^ 
Among other projects which heufed to create refpedt 
and gain credit to his afiertion, he concealed himfelf 
in a cave, and caufed it to be reported that he was 
dead. After feme time he came abroad, and pre- 
tended that the intelligence which his friends gave 
him in his retreat, of the tranfaftions of Crotona, 
was colle&ed during his ftay in the other world 
among the (hades of'the departed* He formed his 
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difciples, who came from all parts to put themfelves 
under his dire&ion, into a hind of republic, where 
none were admitted till a fevere probation had firffi- 
ciently exercifed their patience and docility. He 
afterwards divided them into the efoteric and exote- 
ric clafles : to the former he entrufted the more fub- 
Kme and fecret d oftrines, to the latter the more fimple 
and popular. This great man found himfelf able to 
unite the chara£ter of the legiflator to that of the phi- 
lofopber, and to rival Lycurgus and Orpheus in the 
one, Pherecydes and Thaies in the other ; following, 
in this particular, the patterns fet him by the Egyp- 
tian priefts, his inftruftors, who were not lefs cele- 
brated for fettling the civil than the religious' '(Eco- 
nomy of their nation. In imitation of them, Pytha- 
goras gave laws to the republic of Crotona, and 
brought the inhabitants from a ftate of luxury arid 
diffolutenefs, to be eminent for order and fobriety. 
While he lived, he was frequently confuked by the 
neighbouring republics, as the compoferbf their dif- 
ferences, and the reformer of their mariners j and, 
fince his death, (which happened about the fourth 
year of the 70th Olympiad, in a tumult raifed againft 
him by one Cylon,) the adminiftration of their affairs 
has been generally intrufted to feme of his difciples, 
among whom to produce the authority of their mailer 
for any afiertion was fufficient to eftablifh the truth 
of it without further inquiry. 

* The moft celebrated of the philofophical notions 
of Pythagoras are thofe concerning the nature of the 
Deity, the transmigration of fouls into different bodies 
(which he borrowed from the Brachmans)* and the 
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fyftem of the world. He was the firit who took the 
name of philofopher , that is, a lover of wlfdom. His 
fyftem of morality was admirable. He made unity 
the principle of all things, and imagined that between 
God and man there were various orders of fpiritual 
beings, who adminifteredto the divine will. He be* 
lieved in the do&rine of the metempfychons, or 
tranfmigration of fouls ; and held that God was dif- 
fused through all parts of the univerfe, like a kind of 
univerfal foul, pervading every particle of matter, 
and animating every living cieature, from the moft 
contemptible reptile to mankind themfelves, who 
{hared a larger portion of the divine Spirit. The me- 
tempfychofis was founded on this maxim,, that as the 
foul was of celeftial origin, it could not be anni^i* 
feted ; and therefore, upon abandoning one body, it 
neceffarily removed into another, and frequently did 
penance for its former vicious inclinations in. the 
(hape of a bead or an infe&, before it appeared again 
in that of a human creature. He affert^d,; that he 
had a particular faculty given him by the gods, of 
remembering the various bodies his own foul had 
palled through, and confounded cavillers by referring 
them to his own experience. In his fyftem of the 
world, the third do&rine which diftinguiflies hi$ fe£t, 
Was a fuppofition that the fun was at reft in the cen- 
tre, and that the earth, the moon, and the other 
planets moved round it in different orbits. He pre- 
tended to have great {kill in the myfterious proper- 
ties of numbers, and held that fome particular ones 
contained a peculiar force and fignificance. He was 
a great geometrician, and admitted only thofe to the 
G % 
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knowledge of his fyftem, who had firft Undergone a 
probation of five years filence. To his difeovery is 
attributed the 47th propofition of the firft book of 
Euclid *, which, in geometrical folutions and demon- 
ftrations of quantities, is of excellent ufe ; and for 
which, as Mr. Locke obferves, in the joy of his 
heart, he is faid to have facrificed a hecatomb. His 
extraordinary defire of knowledge, and the pains he 
took to propagate his fyftem, have juftly tranfinitted 
his fame to pofterity. 

The pupils who werd initiated by him in the fei- 
ences and ftudy of nature at the CrQtonian fchool, 
brought all their goods into a common ftock, con- 
temned the pleafures of fenfe, abftained from fwear- 
ing, and eat nothing that had life. Steady to the 
tenets and principles which they had imbibed, they 
difperfed abroad, and taught the do&rines of their 
preceptor in all the countries through which they 
travelled. 

Page 1 14. Dothe ma$onnes difeouer here artes 
unto odhers ?] Mafons, in all ages, have ftudied the 
general good of mankind. Every art which is necef- 
fary for the fupport of authority and good govern- 
ment, or which could extend fcience, they have 
. cheerfully communicated to the world. Points of 
no public utility, as their peculiar tenets, myftic 
forms, and folemn rites, they have carefully con- 
cealed. Thus Mafons have been diftinguifhed in va- 
rious countries for difleminating learning and general 

* Theorem.] In any right-angled triangle, the fquare which, is de- 
feribed upon the fide fubtending the right angle, is equal to the fquares 
deferibed upon the fides which contain the right angle. Euclid, lib. i. 
prop. 47 • 
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knowledge, while they have always kept the privi- 
leges of their own Order facred and inviolable among 
themfelves. 

Page 115. Whatte artes haucth the ma£onnes 
techedde mankynde ?] The arts which the Mafons 
have publicly taught, are here fpecified . It appears 
to have furprifed the learned annotator, that religion 
fhould have been ranked among the arts taught by 
the Fraternity * but it may be obferved that religion 
is the only tie which can bind men 5 and that where 
there is no religion, thei£ can be no Mafonry. 
Among Mafons, however, it is an ait, which is cal- 
culated to unite for a time oppofite fyftems, without 
perverting or deftroying thofe fyftems. By the in- 
fluence of this art, the purpofes of the inftitution are 
effeftually anfwered, and religious animofities hap- 
pily terminated. 

Mafons have ever paid due obedience to the moral 
law, and inculcated its precepts with powerful energy 
on their difciples. Hence the doftrine of a God, the 
creator and preferver of the univerfe, has been their 
firm belief in every age \ and under the influence 
of that do&rine, their conduft has been regulated 
through a fucceffion of years. The progrefs of 
knowledge and philofophy, aided by divine revelation, 
having enlightened the minds of men with the know- 
ledge of the true God, and the facred tenets of the 
Chriftian faith, Mafons have readily acquiefced in a 
religion fo wifely calculated to make men happy $ 
but in thofe countries where the gofpel has not 
reached, or Chriftianity difplayed her beauties, they 
have inculcated the univerfal religion, or the religion 
G.3 
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of nature; that is, to be good men and true, by 
whatever denomination or perfuafion they are diftin*- 
guifhed ; and by this univerfal fyftem, their condu& 
has always been regulated. A cheerful compliance 
with the eftablilhed religion of the country in which 
they live, is earneftly recommended in the affemblies 
of Mafons ; and this univerfal conformity, notwith- 
ftanding private fentiment and opinion, is the art 
pra&ifed by them, which effe&s the laudable purpofe 
of conciliating true friendfliip among men of every 
perfuafion, while it proves the cement of general 
union. 

By Mafonry we are taught not to deyiate from die 
line of inftru&ion in which we have been educated, 
or difregard the principles of religion that we have 
originally imbibed. Though it is our rule to fuitour- 
felves to circumftances and fituation in the chara&tr 
of Mafons, we are never to forget the wife maxims 
of our parents, or defert the faith in which we have 
been nurtured, unlefs from convi&ion we may be 
juftified in making the change ; and in effe&ing that 
change, Mafonry can have no lhare. The tenets of 
the inftitution therefore interfere with no particular 
faith, but are alike reconcilable to all. Religious 
and political difputes never engage the attention of 
Mafons in -their private feminaries : thofe points are 
left to the difcuffion and determination of other aflo- 
ciations for whom the theme is better calculated, it 
being a certain truth that the wifeft fyftems have 
been more frequently injured than benefited by reli- 
gious cavil. 
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Nbtwithftanding the happieft events have arifea 
in many periods of the hiftory of the world, from the 
efforts of a wife, pious, learned, and moderate clergy, 
feconded by the influence and authority of religious 
princes, whofe counfels and example have always had 
a commanding power, by enabling them to do good 
with a facility peculiar to themfelves ; it muft be ob- 
ferved with a generous concern, that thofe efforts have 
not been fufficient to extinguifh the unhappy fpirit of 
fanaticifm, of whofe deplorable effects almoft eveTy 
age has exhibited a linking pifiture. Enthufiaftical 
£$0.5 have been perpetually inventing new forms of 
religion in various countries, by working on the paf- 
fions of the ignorant and unwary, and deriving their 
rules of faith and manners from the fallacious fug- 
geftiofts of a warm imagination, rather than from the 
clear and infallible diOates of the word of God. 
One f$t of men has covered religion with a tawdry 
habit of type and allegory, while another has cbn- 
Verted it into an infirument of diffention and difeord* 
The difeerning mind, however, may eafily trace the 
unhappy coftfequences of departing from the divine 
fimplkity of the gofpel, and loading its pure and 
heavenly doctrines with the inventions and command* 
ments of men. The tendency of true religion is to 
ftrengthen the Springs of government, by purifying 
the motives and animating the zeal of thofe who go- 
vern, to promote the virtues which exalt a nation, by 
rendering its inhabitants good fubje£ts and true pa- 
triots, and confirming all the effential bonds and 
obligations of civil fociety. The enemies of religion 
are the enemies of mankind ; and it is the natural 
G 4 
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tendency of infidelity and licentioufnefs to diflolve 
the moft facred obligations, to remove the moll pow- 
erful motives to virtue, and, by corrupting the prin- 
ciples* of individuals, to poifon the fources of public 
order and tranquillity. 

Such are the mifchiefs arifing from zed and enthu- 
fiafm carried to excefs 5 but when the principles of 
Mafonry are better underftood and pra&ifed, the Fra- 
ternity will be found to be the bell correftors of mif- 
guided zeal and unreftrained licentioufnefs, and the 
ablell fupporters of every well-regulated government. 

Page 1 15. Howe commethe m^onnes more teach- 
ers than odher menne ?] The anfwer implies, that 
Mafons, from the nature and government of their 
afiociation, have greater opportunities than other men 
to improve their talents, and therefore are allowed 
to be better qualified to inftrudl others. 

Mr. Locke’s obfervation on Mafons having the art 
of finding new arts, is judicious, and his explanation 
juft. The Fraternity have always made the ftudy of 
t£$e*<art$ a principal part of their private amufement : 
hspjtheir aflemblies, nice and difficult theories have 
been canvaffed and explained, new difcoveries pro- 
duced, and thofe already known illuftrated. The 
different claffcs eftablifhed, the gradual progreffion of 
knowledge communicated, and the regularity ob- 
ferved throughout the whole fyftem of their govern- 
ment, are evident proofs, that thofe who are initiated 
into the myfteries of the Mafonic Art, may difcover 
new arts ; and this knowledge is acquired by inftruc- 
tion from, and familiar intercourfe with, men of ge- 
nius and ability, who have, in their mafonic difqui- 
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fitions, an opportunity of difplaying their talents 
to advantage on almoft every important branch of 
fcience. 

Page 1 15. What dothe the ma^onnes concele and 
hyde?] The anfwer imports, the art of finding new, 
arts, for their profit and praifc *, and then particu- 
larifes the different arts they carefully conceal Mr. 
Lockers remark, * That this (hews too much regard 
c for their own fociety, and too little for the reft of 
* mankind,* is rather fevere, when he has before ad- 
mitted the propriety of concealing from the world 
what is of no real public utility, left, by being con- 
verted to bad ufes, the confequences might be preju- 
dicial to fociety. By the word praife is here meant, 
that honour and refpeft to which Mafons are en- 
titled, as the friends of fcience and learning, and 
which is abfolutely neceffary to give a fanSion to 
the wife do&rines they propagate, while their fidelity 
gives them a claim to efteem, and the re&itude of 
their manners demands veneration. 

Of all the a$s which the Mafons pra&ife, the&r& 
of fecrecy particularly diftinguifties them. Tacitus 
nity is a proof of wifdom, and is allowed to ber>f the 
utmoft importance in the different tranfaftions of 
life. The beft writers have declared it to" be an art 
of ineftimable value ; and that it is agreeable to the 
Deity himfelf, may be eafily conceived, from the glo* 
rious example which he gives, in concealing from 
mankind the fecrets of his providence. The wifeft 
of men cannot pry into the arcana of heaven \ nor 
can they divine to-day, what to-morrow may bring 
forth. , 
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Many inftatices might be adduced from hiftpry, to 
fhew the high veneration which was paid to the art 
of fecrecy by the ancients. Pliny informs us, that 
Anaxarchus, being imprifoned with a view to extort 
from him fome fecrets with which he had been en- 
trufted, and dreading that exquifite torture might 
induce him to betray his trull, bit his tongue in the 
middle, and threw it in the face of Nicocreon, the 
tyrant of Cyprus. — No torments could make the 
fervants of Plancus betray the fccrets of their mailer ; 
they encountered every pain with fortitude, and ftre- 
nuoufly fupported their fidelity amidft the mod fe- 
vere tortures, till death put a period to their fuffer- 
ings. — The Athenians bowed to a ftatue of brafs, 
which was reprefented without a tongue, ta denote 
fecrecy. — The Egyptians worlhipped Harpocrates, 
the god of lilence, who was always reprefented hold- 
ing his finger at his mouth* — The Romans had their 
goddefs of lilence, named Angerona, to whom they 
offered worlhip. — Lycurgus, the celebrated law- 
giver, as well as Pythagoras, the great fcholar, par- 
ticularly recommended this virtue ; efpecially the laft, 
who, as we have before obferved, kept his difciples 
filent during five years, that they might learn the 
valuable fecrets he had to communicate unto them. 
This evinces that he deemed fecrecy the rarefl, as 
well as the nobleft art *. 

* The following ftory is related by a Roman hiftorlan (A ulus Gelliti?) \ 
which, as it may be equally pleafing and inftru&ive, we fhall mfert at full 
length. 

The fenators of Rome had ordained, that, during their confultations in 
the fenate-houfe, each fenator fhould be permitted to bring his ion with 
him, who was to depart, if occaikm required ; but this favour was not gr* 
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Mr. Locke has made feveral judicious obferva- 
tions on the anfwer which is given to the queftion 

neral, being reftri&ed only to the Tons of noblemen ; who, in tliofe days, 
were tutored from their infancy in the virtue of fecrecy, and thereby qua- 
lified, in their riper yean, to discharge the moft important offices of go* 
▼eminent with fidelity and wifdom. About this time it happened, that the 
fen&tors met on a very important cafe, and the affair requiring mature de- 
liberation, they were detained longer than ufual in the fenate-houfe, and 
the conclufion of their determination was adjourned to the following day j 
each member engaging, in ihe mean time, to keep fecret the proceedings 
of the meeting. Among other noblemen’s fons who attended on the oc- 
cafion, was the fon of the grave Papyrus j a family of great renown and 
fplendor. This youth was no lefs remarkable for the extent of his genius, 
than for the prudence of his deportment. On his return home, his mo* 
ther, anxious to know what important cafe had been debated in the fenate 
that day, which had detained the fenators fo long beyond the ufual hour, 
intreated him to relate the particulars. The noble and virtuous youth told 
her, it was a bufinefs not in his power to reveal, he being folemnly en- 
joined to filence. On hearing this, her importunities were more earneft, 
and her inquiries more minute. By fair fpeeches and intreaties, with li- 
beral promifes, flic endeavoured to break open this little cafket of fecrecy ; 
but thefe proving ineffe&ual, {he adopted rigorous meafures, and had re- 
courfe to ftripes and violent threats ; being determined that force fliould 
extort, what lenity could not Tlie youth, finding his mother’s 

threats to be very harfh, but her ftripes more fevere, with a noble and 
heroic fpirit, thus endeavoured to relieve her anxiety, without violating his 
fidelity: 

* Madam, you may well blame the fenate for their loag fitting, at leaft, 
4 for prefuming to call in queftion a cafe fo truly impertinent ; except the 

* wives of the fenators are allowed to confult on it, there can be no hope 

* of a conclufion. I fpeak this only from my own opinion ; I know their 
4 gravity will eafily confound my juvenile apprebenfions ; yet, whether na- 

* ture or duty inftru&s me to do fo, I cannot tell. It feems neceflary to 

* them, for the increafe of people, and the public good, that every fenator 

* fliould be allowed two wives ; or otherwife, their wives two hufbands. I 

* {hall hardly incline to call, under one roof, two men by the name of 
4 father; I had rather with cheerfulnefs falute two women by the name of 
4 mother. This b the queftion. Madam, and to-morrow it is to be de- 
4 termined.’ 
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here propofed. His being in the dark concerning 
Ae meaning of the faculty of Abrac, I am riot 


His mother hearing this, and he feeraing unwilling to reveal it, (He took 
h for an infallible truth. Her blood was quickly fired, and rage enfued. 
Without inquiring any farther into th* merits of the cafe, fhe immediately 
difpatched meffengers to all the other ladies and matrons of Rome, to ac- 
quaint them ©f the weighty affair under deliberation in the fenate, which 
fo nearly concerned the peace and welfare of their whole lives. The me- 
lancholy news foon fpread a general alarm, and many conjectures were 
formed. The ladies, refolded to give their afliftance in the deciflon of this 
weighty point, immediately aflembled. Headed by young Papyrus's mo- 
ther, next morning they proceeded to the fepate-houfe ; and though it is 
remarked, that a parliament of women is feldom governed by one fpeaker, 
yet the affair being urgent, the hafle pertinent, and the cafe (on their 
behalf] of the utmoft confequence, the revealing woman muft fpeak for 
all the reft. It was agreed, that fhe fhould infift on the ncceffity of the 
concurrence of the fenators’ wives to the determination of a law in which 
they were fo particularly interefted. When they came to the door of the 
fenate-houfe, fuch a noife was made for admfffion to fit with their huf- 
bands in this grand confultation, that all Rome feemed to he in an uproar. 
Their bufinefs, however, muft be known, before they ceuld gain an au- 
dience. This being complied with, and their admiffion granted, fuch 
an elaborate oration was made by the female fpeaker on the occafion in 
behalf of her fex, as aftonifhed the w hole fenators. She requefted, that 
the matter might not be haftily determined, but be ferioufly canvaffed ac- 
cording to juftice and equity ; and exprefled the determined resolutions of 
herfelf and her fillers, to oppofe a meafure fo unconftitutional as that of 
permitting one hufband to have two wives, who could foarcely pleafe one. 
She propofed, in the name of her fillers, as the moll effedual way of 
peopling the flate, that if any alteration were to be made in the eftabfifhed 
cuflom of Rome, women might be permitted to have two hufbands. The 
fenators being informed of Papyrus’s fcheme to preferve his reputation, 
and the riddle being publicly folved, the ladies were greatly confounded, 
and departed with blulhing cheeks ; while the noble youth, who had 
proved himfelf worthy of his trull, was highly commended for his 
fidelity. To avoid a like tumult in future, it was refolved, that 
the cuflom of introducing the fons of fenators fhould be abolilhed. 
Papyrus, however, on account of fh£ attachment to his word, and 
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furprifed at, nor can I conceive how he could other- 
wife be. Abrac is an abbreviation of the word 
Abracadabra. In the days of ignorance and fu- 
perftition, that word had a magical fignification ; 
blit the explanation of it is now loft*. 

his difcreet policy, was excepted from this reftri&ion, and ever afterwards 
freely admitted into the fenate houfe, 'where many honours were conferred 
upon him. 

The virtue and fidelity of young Papyrus are indeed worthy of imitation : 
but the Mafons have ftill a more glorious example, in their own body, of 
a brother, accompljihed in every art, who, rather than forfeit his 
honour, or betray his truft, fell a facrifice to the cruel hand of a bar- 
barous affaftm. 

* Mr. Hutchinfon, in his ingenious treatife, itftitled The Spirit of 
Mafamry , gives the following explanation of the word Abrac, which, a9 
it is curious, I fhall here infert in that gentleman's own words : 

“ AbraC, or Abracar, was a name which Bafilides, a religious of 
44 the feco’nd century, gave to God; who, he faid, was the author of 
three hundred and fixty-five. 

“ The author of this fuperftitkm is faid to have lived in the time of 
44 Adrian, and that .it had its name after Abrasan or Abraxas, the 
44 denomination which Bafilides gave to the Deity. He called him the 
44 Supreme God, and afcribed to him feven fubordinate powers or angels^ 
“ who prefided over the heavens i and alfo, according to the number of 
44 the days in the year, held, that three hu:*dred and fixty-five virtues, 
44 powers, or intelligences, exifted as the emanations of God ; the value, 
44 or numerical diftin&ion of the letters in the word, according to the 
44 ancient Greek numerals, made 365 . 

ABPAXAZ 
1 2 100 1 60 1 200 

•‘Among antiquaries, Abraxas is an antique gem, or (lone, with 
“ the word Abraxas engraved on it. There are a great many kinds 
44 of them, of various figures and fizes, moftly as old as the third century! 
44 Pedbns profelling the religious principles of Bafilides wore this gem 
44 with great veneration as an amulet, from whofe virtues, and the 
44 prote&iou of the Deity, to whom it was confecrated, and with 
44 whofe name it was inscribed, the wearer derived health, profperity, 
44 and fafety. 
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Our celebrated annotator has taken no notice of the 
Mafons having the art of working miracles, and fore- 
faying things to come. But this was certainly not 
the lead important of their do&rines ; hence aftro- 
logy was admitted as one of the arts which they 
taught, and the ftudy of it was warmly recommended 
in former times. 

The ancient philofophers applied with unwearied 
diligence to difcover the afpe&s, magnitude, diftances, 
motions, and revolutions of the heavenly bodies ; and, 
according to the difcoveries they made, pretended to 
foretel future events, and to determine concerning 
the fecrets of Providence. This ftudy afterwards 
became a regular Science. 

Aftrology, however vain and deiufive in itfelf, has 
certainly proved extremely ufeful to mankind, by 
promoting the excellent Science of aftronomy. The 
vain hope of reading the fates of men, and the fuc- 
cefs of their defigns, has been one of the ftrongeft 
motives to induce them, in all countries, to an at- 


44 There is depofited in the Briiiih Mufeum fuch a gem, which is ff 
” befil ftone of the form of an egg. The head is in eamio, the reverie in 
“ taglio. 

44 In church hiftory, Abrax is noted as a myftic&l term, exprefling the 
44 Supreme God j under whom the Bafilidians fuppofed three hundred and 
« fixty-five dependent deities : it was the principle of the Gnottic 
44 hierarchy, whence fprang their mnltitudes of thseons. From Abraxas 
44 proceeded their Phimogenia^ Mind ; from the primogenial mind, the 
44 Logos, or word; from the logos, the Phronsesis, or prudence ; from 
44 the phronmfis, Sophia and Dynamic, or wifdom and ftreqgth ; from 
44 thefe two proceeded Principalities, Powers, and Angels ; and from 
44 thefe, other angels, to the number of three hundred and fixty-five, 
44 who were fuppofed to have the government of fo many celeiiial orbs 
44 committed to their care.” 
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tentive obfervation of the celeftial bodies * whence 
they haye been taught to meafure time, mark the 
duration of feafons, and regulate the operations of 
agriculture. 

The Science of aftrology, which is nothing more: 
than the ftudy of nature, and the knowledge of the' 
fecret virtues of the heavens, is founded on fcripture, 
and confirmed by reafon and experience. Mofes 
tells us, that the fun, moon, and liars, were placed 
in the firmament, to be for flgns as well as for fea- 
fons. We find the Deity thus addrefling Job, “ Canffc 
<c thou bind the fweet influences of the Pleiades, or loofe 
“ the bonds of Orion ?” We are inftru&ed in the Book 
of Judges , that M they fought from heaven $ the flars 
4< in their courfes fought againft Sifera.” The ancient 
philofophers were unanimous in the fame opinion \ 
and among the moderns, we may cite Lord Bacon? 
and feveral others, as giving it a fau&ion. Milton 
thus exprefles himfelf on the fubje£t : 

Of planetary motions and afpefis 
In fextile , fquare, and trine, and oppoflte , 

Of noxious efficacy, and when to join 
In fynod unbenign, and taught the fixed 
Their influence malignant when to fhower , &c. \ 

It is well known that inferior animals, and even 
birds and reptiles, have a foreknowledge of futurity ; 
and furely Nature never intended to withhold from 
man thofe favours, which (he has fo liberally be- 
llowed on the raven, the cat, and the fow ? No, the 
aches in our limbs, and the fhootings of our corns* 
before a temped or a fhower, evince the contrary, 
io 
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Man, who is a microcofm, or world in miniature, 
unites in himfelf all the powers and qualities which 
are fcattered throughout nature, and difcems from 
certain Cgns the future contingencies of his being; 
finding his way through the palpable obfcure to the 
viftble diurnal and noBurnal fphere, he marks the pre- 
fages and predi&ions of his happinefs or mifery. 
The myfterious and recondite doftrine of fympathies 
in Nature, is admirably illuftrated from the fym- 
pathy between the moon and the fea, by which the 
waters of the ocean are, in a certain though incon- 
ceivable manner, drawn after that luminary. In 
thefe celeftial and terreftriai fympathies, there is nof 
doubt that the vegetative foul of the world transfers 
a fpecific virtue from the heavens to the elements, to 
animals, and to man. If the moon alone rules the 
world of waters , what effefts muft the combination 
of folar, ftellar, and lunar influence# have upon the 
land ? In fliort, it is univerfally confefled, that aftro- 
logy is the mother of aftronomy ; and though the 
daughter may have rebelled againft the mother, it 
has long been predi&ed and expe&ed that the vene- 
rable authority of the parent would prevail in the 
end. 

Page 1 1 7. Wylie he teche me thay fame artes?] 
By the anfwer to this queftion, we learn the necef- 
fary qualifications which are required in a candi- 
date for Mafonry — a good character, and an able 
capacity. 

Page 1 1 7. Dothe all ma$onnes kunne more then 
odher menne ?] The anfwer only implies, that Ma- 
fons have a better opportunity than the reft of man- 
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kind, to improve in ufeful knowledge 5 though a 
want of capacity in fome, and of application in others, 
obftru&s the progrefs of many. 

Page 1 17. Are ma$onnes gudder menne then 
odhcrs ?] Mafons are not unddrftood to be, col- 
leflively, more virtuous in their lives and a&ions, 
than other men ; but it is an undoubted faff, that 
& ftrift conformity to the rules of the profeflion 
may make them better men than they otherwife 
would be. ^ 

Page 1 1 7. Dothc masonnes love eider odher 
myghtylye as beeth fayde ?] The anfwer to this 
queftion is truly great, and is judicioufly remarked 
upon by the learned annotator. 

By the anfwers to the three laft queftions, the 
objeflions of cavillers againft Mafonry are amply re-^ 
futed ; the excellency of the Inftitution is difplayed \ 
and every cenfure againft it, on account of the tranf- 
greffions of its profeffors, entirely removed. A bad 
man, if his charafter be known, can never be in- 
rolled in our records \ and fhould we be unwarily 
led to receive an improper objeft, then our endea- 
vours are exerted to reform him : fo that, by being 
a Mafon, it is probable he may become a better 
fubje& to his fovereign, and a more valuable mem- 
ber of fociety, than he would have done had he not 
been in the way of thofe advantages. 

To conclude, Mr. Locke’s obfervations on the 
whole of this curious manufcript deferve a ferious 
and careful examination \ and though he was not at 
the time one of the Brotherhood, he feems pretty 
clearly to have comprehended the value and import- 
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ance of the fyftem which he endeavoured to illuftrate. 
We may therefore fairly conjefture, that the favour- 
able opinion which he conceived of the Society of 
Malons before his admiffion, was fuificiently con- 
firmed after his initiation. 
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BOOK IV. 

THE HISTORY OF MASONRY IN ENGLAND, &C. 

SECT. I. 

Mafonry early introduced into England.— Account of 
the Druidt. — -Progrefs of Mafonry in England 
under the Romans . — Mafons highly favoured by 
St. Alban . 

HThe hidory of Britain, previous to the invafion of 
the Romans, is fo mixed with fable, as not to 
afford any fatisfa&ory account, either of the original 
inhabitants of the ifland, or of the arts pracHfcd by 
them. It appears, however, from the writings of 
the bed hiftorians, that they were not deditute of 
genius or tade j and there are yet in being the re- 
mains of fome dupendous works executed by them 
much earlier than the time of the Romans j which, 
though defaced by time, difplay no fmall (hare of 
ingenuity, and are convincing proofs that the fcience 
of Mafonry was not unknown even in thofe rude 
ages. 

The Druids retained among them many ufages 
fimilar to thofe of Mafons ; but of what they con-» 
fided, at this remote period we cannot with certainty 
difcovet. In conformity to the ancient pra&ices of 
the Fraternity, we learn that they held their afiemblies 
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in woods and groves, and obferved the moft impene- 
trable fecrecy in their principles and opinions; a 
circumftance which we have reafon to regret, as 
thefe, being known only to themfelves, mud have 
perifhed with them. 

The Druids were the priefts of the Britons, Gauls, 
and other Celtic nations, and were divided into three 
clafles : the bards, who were poets and muficians, 
formed the firft clafs ; the vates, who were priefts 
and phyfiologifts, compofed the fecond clafs ; and 
the third clafs conlifted of the Druids, who added 
moral phiiofophy to the ftudy of phyfiology. 

As ftudy and fpeculation were the favourite pur- 
fuits of thofe philofophers, it has been fuggefted that 
they chiefly derived their fyftem of government from 
Pythagoras. Many of his tenets and doftrines feem 
to have been adopted by them. In their private re- 
treats, they entered into a difquifition of the origin, 
laws, and properties of matter, the form and magni- 
tude of the univerfe, and even ventured to explore 
the moft fublime and hidden fecrets of Nature. On 
thefe fubjefts they formed a variety of hypothefes, 
which they delivered to their difciples in verfe, in 
order that they might be more eafily retained in 
memory ; and adminiftered an oath not to commit 
them to writing. 

In this manner the Druids communicated their 
particular tenets, and concealed, under the veil of 
myftery, every branch of ufeful knowledge ; which 
tended to fecure to their order univerfal admiration 
and refpeffc, while the religious inftru&ions propa- 
gated by them were every where received with 
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reverence and fubmiflion. They were entrufted with 
the education of youth 5 and from their feminaries 
iffued many curious and valuable produXions. 
As judges of law, they determined all caufes, ec- 
clefiaftical and civil ; as tutors, they taught philo- 
fophy, aftrology, politics, rites, and ceremonies ; 
and as bards, in their fongs they recommended 
the heroic deeds of great men to the imitation of 
pofterity. 

To enlarge on the ufages that prevailed among 
thofe ancient philofophers, on which we can offer at 
beft but probable conjeXures, would be a needlefs 
wafte of time * we fhall therefore leave the expe- 
rienced Mafon to make his own reflexions on the 
affinity of their praXices to the rites eftablilhed 
among the Fraternity, and proceed to a difquifition 
of other particulars and occurrences, which are better 
authenticated, and of more importance. 

On the arrival of the Romans in Britain, arts and 
fciences began tp flourifh. According to the pro- 
grefs of civilization, Mafonry rofe into efteem ; hence 
we find that Csefar, and feveral of the Roman ge- 
nerals who fucceeded him in the government of this 
ifland, ranked themfelves as patrons and proteXors 
of the Craft. At this period the Fraternity were 
employed in ereXing walls, forts, bridges, cities, 
temples, palaces, courts of juilice, and other (lately 
works ; but hiftory is filent refpeXing their mode of 
government, and affords no information in regard 
to the ufages and cuftoms prevalent among them. 
Their lodges or conventions were regularly held, but 
being open only to the initiated fellows, the legal 
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reftraints they were under, prevented the public 
communication of their private tran(a&ions. ’ ; 

The wars which afterwards broke out between 
the , conquerors and conquered, corifidcrably ob- 
Itru&ed the progrefs of Mafonry in Britain, fo that 
it continued in a very low ftate till the time of the 
emperor Caraufius, by whom it'was revived under his 
own immediate aufpices. . Having lhaken off the 
Roman yoke, he contrived the mod effe£tual means 
to render his perfon and government acceptable to 
the people ; and, by afluming the chara&erof a 
JVlafon, he acquired the love and efteem of themoft 
enlightened part of his fubje£b. He poffefied real 
merit, encouraged learning and learned men, and 
improved the country in the civil arts. In order to 
eftablifli an empire in Britain, he brought into his 
dominions the beft workmen and artificers from all 
parts, all of whom, under his aufpices, enjoyed peace 
and tranquillity. , Among the 'firft clafs of his fa- 
vourites he enrolled the Mafons ; for their tenets he 
profeffed the highe ft veneration, and appointed Al- 
banus, his fteward, the principal fuperintendant of 
th^ir aflemblies. Under his patronage, lodges and 
conventions of the Fraternity were formed, and the 
rites of Mafonry regularly praflifed. To enable the 
Mafons to hold a general council to eftabliih their 
own government, and correft errors among them* 
felves, he granted to them a charter, and commanded 
Albanus to prefide over them in perfon as Grand 
Mafter. This worthy knight proved a zealous friend 
to the Craft, and aflifted at the initiation of many 
perfons into the myfteries of the Order. To this 
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council the name of Affembly was afterwards 
given *. 

Albanus was bom at Vendam (now St. Alban’s 
in Hertfordlhire), of a noble family. In his youtuji 
he travelled to Rome, where he ferved feven t yjfenrf 
under the emperor Diocletian. On his return home, 
by the example and perfuafion of Amphibalus of 
Caer-leon (now Chefter), who had accompanied him 
in his travels, he was converted to the Chriftian 
faith, and, in the tenth and lad perfection of the 
Chriftians, was beheaded, A.D. 303. 

St. Alban was thef^ft who fuffered martyrdom 
for the Chriftian religion in Britain, of which the 
venerable Bede gives the following account : The 
Roman governor having been informed that St; 
Alban harboured a Chriftian in his houfe, fent a 
party of foldiers to apprehend Ainphibalus. St. Alban 
immediately put on the habit of his gueft f, and pre^ 

* An old MS. which was deftroyed, with many others, in 17SO, faid to 
have been in the poffeflion of Nicholas Stone, ft curious fculptor under 
Inigo Jones, contained the following particulars: : 

1 St. Alban loved Mafoiis well, and cherished them much, and made 

* their pay right good j for he gave them ijs. per weeke, and iirjd to their 

* cheer X $ whereas, before that time, in aH the land, a Mafon bad but a 

* penny a day, and his meat, until St. Alban mended it. And he gott 
( them a charter from the King and his coonfeU for to hold a general 

0 counfell, and gave itt to name Aflemblie. Thereat he was himfelfe, and 

1 did helpe to make Mafons, and gave them good charges/ 

*f* The garment which Alban wore upon this occafion was called a 
Car ax: alia ; it was a kind <Jf cloke with a Cowl, refembling the veftment 


X A MS. written in the reign of James 11. before cited in this volume, 
contains an account of this circnmftance, and increafes the weekly pay to 
3 *. 6d. and 3 d. a day for the bearers of burdens. 
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fented himfelf to the officers. Being carried before 
a magiftrate, he behaved with fuch manly freedom, 
aind fo powerfully fupported the caufe of his friend, 
that he not only incurred the difpleafure of the 
judge, but brought upon himfelf the punifliment 
above fpecified. 

The old conftitutions affirm, that St. Alban was 
employed by Caraufius to environ the city of Verulam 
with a wall, and to build for him a fplendid palace ; 
and that, to reward his diligence in executing thefe 
works, the Emperor appointed him fteward of his 
houfehold, and chief rule^pf the realm. How- 
ever this may be, from the corroborating teftimonies 
of ancient hiftorians, we are allured that this knight 
was a. celebrated architect, and a real encourager of 
able workmen ; it cannot therefore be fuppofed, that 
Free-mafonry wouldfce negle&ed under fo eminent 
a patron. 

of the Jewifh pr lefts. Walfingham relates, that it was preferred in a 
large cheft in the church of Ely, which was opened in the reign of Ed- 
ward II. A.D. 1314 ; and Thomas Rudburn, another writer of equal 
authority, confirms this relation ; and adds, that there was found, with 
his garment, an old writing in thefe words : * This is the CaracaUa of 
< St. Amphibalu8, the monk and preceptor of St. Alban ; in which that 
‘ proto-martyr of England fuffered death, under the cruel perfecurioit;of 
* Diocletian againft the Cbriftians.’ 
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SECT. II. 

fliftory of Mafonry in England under St. Aujlin , King 

Alfred , Edward , Athelftane , Edgar, Edward the 

Confeffor, William the Conqueror , Henry I. Ste- 
Henry . II. $ alfo under the Knights \ 

Templars . 

After the departure of the Romans from Britain, 
Mafonry made but a flow progrefs, and was almoft 
totally negle&ed, on account of the irruptions of the 
I?i£is and Scots, which obliged the fouthem inhabit- 
ants of the ifland to fiQ^it the afiiftance of the Saxons, 
in order to repel thefe invaders. As the Saxons iri- 
creafed, the native Britons funk into obfcurity, and 
ere long yielded the fuperiority to their prote&ors, 
acknowledging their fovereignty and jurifdiftioo. 
Thefe rough and ignorant KS&thens, defpifing every 
thing but war, foon put a finilhing ftroke to all the 
remains of ancient learning which had efcaped the 
fury ©f the Pi&s and Scots. They continued their de- 
predations with unreftrained rigour, till the arrival of 
fome pious teachers from Wales and Scotland, when 
many of thefe favages being reconciled to Chriftianity, 
Mafonry got into repute, and lodges were again 
formed * ; but thefe being under the dire&ion of 
foreigners, were feldom convened, and never attained 
to any degree of confideration or importance. 

Mafonry continued in a declining (late till the' year 
557, when Auftin, with forty more monks, among 
whom|be fdences had been preferved, came into 
England. Auftin was commiflioned by pope Gregorys 

* See the Book of Conftitutions. 
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to baptize Ethelbert, king of Kent, who appointed 
him the firft archbifliop of Canterbury. This monk, 
and his afiociates, propagated the principles of Chrif- 
fianity among the inhabitants of Britain, and by their 
influence, in littlfe mote than fixty years, all tha kings 
of the heptarchy were converted ; Mafonry flouriftied 
under the patronage of Auftin, and many foreigners 
^arnehUo England, who introduced the Gothic ftyle 
d&btfHding. Auftin feems to have been a zealous 
gafeourager of architect ure, and appeared at the head 
of the Fraternity in founding the old cathedral of 
panterbury in 600, and the cathedral of Rochefter 
in 602 5 St. Paul’s, London, in 604; St. Peter’s, 
Weftminfter, in 60 5 ; and many others*. Several 
palaces* and calHes were built under his aufpices, as 
well a* other fortifications on the borders of the 
kingdom, which very confiderably incrcafed the 
number of Mafons in England. 

Some expert brethren, who had arrived from 
France in 6 80, formed themfelves into a lodge under 
the dire&ion of Bennet, abbot of Wirral, who wa$ 
foon after appointed by Kenred, king of Mercia, 
inipe&or of the lodges, and general fuperintcndant 
of the Mafons. 

During the heptarchy, Mafonry continued in a 
low ftate; but in the year 856, it revived under the 
patronage of St. Swithin, who was employed by 
Ethebrolph, the Saxon king, to repair feme pious 
houfes ; . and from that time it gradually improved, 
till the reign of Alfred, A.D, 872, when, in die per* 
fon of that prince, it found a zealous protestor. 

* See the Monaflicon Anglicattuito. 
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Mafonry has generally kept pace with the progvef* 
of learning } the patrons and encouragers of the 
latter haring been moft remarkable for cultivating 
and promoting the former. No prince ftudied more 
tt> pbtfih and^ improve the underloadings of lii$ fub- 
jtfts than Alfred, and no one ever proved a better 
friend to Mafonry. By his indefatigable affiduity in 
the purfuit of knowledge, his example had powerful 
influence in reforming the difiolute and barbarous 
manners of his people. Hume, in his Hiftory of 
England, relates the following particulars of this 
celebrated prince : 

Alfred 1 ufually divided his time into three equal 
portions : one was employed in fleep, and the refec- 
tion of hfe body by diet and exercife 5 another, in 
the difpatch of bufinefs *, and a third in ftudy and 
devotion. That he might more exa&ly meafurre the 
hours, he made ufe of burning tapers of equal lengths, 
which he fixed in lanterns } an expedient fuited to 
that rude age, when the art of deferibing fun-dials, 
and the mechanifm of clocks and watches, were 
totally unknown. By this regular distribution of 
time, though he often laboured under great bodily 
infirmities, this- martial hero, who fought in perfon 
fifty-fix battles by fca and land, was able, during a 
life of no extraordinary length, to acquire more 
knowledge, and even to compofe more books, than 
moft ftudious men, blefled with greater leifure and 
application, have done in more fortunate ages.” 

As this prince was not negligent m giving encou- 
ragement to the mechanical arts, Mafonry claimed 
a great part of his. attention. He invited, from all* 
h a 
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quarters, iriduftrious foreigners to re*people his coun- 
try, which had been defolated by the ravages of the 
Danes, and introduced and encouraged manufaftures 
of all kinds among them. No inventor or improver 
of any ingenious art did he fuffer to go unrewarded y 
and he appropriated a feventh part of his revenue to 
maintain a number of workmen, whom he constantly 
employed in rebuilding his ruined cities, cattles, 
palaces, and monafteries. The univerfity of Oxford 
wa 9 founded by him. 

On the death of Alfred in 900, Edward fucceeded 
to the throne, during whofe reign the Mafons con- 
tinued to hold their lodges under the fanftion of 
' Ethred, his fitter’s hulband, and Ethel ward, his 
brother, to whom the care of the Fraternity had been 
intrufted. Ethelward was a prince of great learning* 
and an able architect ; he founded the univerfity of 
Cambridge. 

Edward died in 924, and was fucceeded by Athel-r 
ttane his fon, who appointed his brother Edwin 
patron of the Mafons. This prince procured a charter 
from Athelftane, empowering them to meet annually 
in communication at York, where the firft Grand 
Lodge of England was formed in 926, at which Edwin 
prefided as Grand Matter. Here many old writings 
were produced in Greek, Latin, and other languages, 
from which the conftitutions of the Englifh lodges 
are derived *. 

* A record of the fociety, written in the reign of Edward IV., laid to 
have been in the pofleiTion of the famous Elias Afhmole, founder t of the 
Mufeurn at Oxford, and which was unfortunately deftroyed, with othe* 
papers on die fubjc& of Mafonry, at the Revolution, gives the following 
account of the Rate of Mafomy at this period ; 
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Athelftane kept his court for fotjie time at York, 
where he received fevetal embaffies from foreign 

* That though the ancient records of the Brotherhood in England 
‘ wcre many of diem deftroyed, or loft, In the wars of the Saxons and 

* Danes, yet king Athelftane (the grandfon of king Alfrede the Great, a 
4 mighty architect) , the firft annointed king of England, and who 

* tranflated the Holy Bible into the Saxon tongue (AJ). 930 ), when 
‘ he had brought the land into reft and peace, built many great works, 
4 and encouraged many Mafons from France, who. were appointed 
4 overf&rs thereof, and brought with them the charges and regulations 
4 of the lodges, preferved fince the Roman times ; who alfe prevailed 

* with the king to improve the conftitution of the Englifh lodges 
‘ according to the foreign model, and to increafe the wages of working 
‘ Mafons. 

‘ That the laid king's brother, prince Edwin, being taught Mafonry, 

* atid taking upon him the charges of a Mafter-Mafen, for the love he 

* bad to the faid Craft, and die honourable principles whereon it is 
4 grounded, purchafed a free charter of king Athelftane, for the Mafons 
4 haring a correction among themfelves (as it was anciently expreffed)* 
^ or a freedom and power to regulate themfelves, to amend what 
4 might happen smifs, and to hold a yearly communication and general 
4 aftembly. 

* That, accordingly, prince Edwin fumraoned all the Mafons in 
4 the realm to meet him ' in a congregation at York, who came and 
4 compofed a general lodge, of which he was Grand Mailer ; and having 
4 brought with them all the writings and records extant, feme in 
4 Greek, feme in Latin, feme in French, and other languages, from 
4 the contents thereof that aftembly did . frame the cqnftitution and 
4 charges of an Engliftt lodge, made a law to preferve and obferve 
4 the lame in all time coming, and ordained good pay for working 
4 Mafens,' &c. 

From this sera we date the re-eftablilhmcnt of Free-mafonry in 
England. There is at prelent a Grand Lpngeof Mafons In the city 
of York, who trace their exigence from this period. By virtue of 
Edwin's charter, it is laid, all the Mafons in the realm were convened 
at a general aftembly in that city, where they eftablilhed a general 
or grand Lodge for their future government. Under the patronage 
and jurifdi&ion of this Grand Lodge, it is alleged, the Fraternity 
confiderably increased, and kings, princes, and other eminent perfons, 
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princes, with rich prefents of various kinds* He 
was loved, honoured i and admired by. aH the 

who had been initiated into Mafonty, paid due alfcgfe&e to that 
Grand Affembly. But as the events of the times , were various , and 
fluctuating, that affembly was more of Ids refpetftable ; and inpro- 
portion as Mafimry obtained eseoumgefnejit, its influence, was more 
or Ids extenfive. The appellation of Ancient York Mafons is well 
known in Ireland and Scotland ; and thanuvfeffel tradition is, .that the 
hrethren of that appellation originated at Auldby near York* Thf tarries 
with it feme marks of confirmation, for Auldby was the feat of Edwin. j 

These Is every reafon to believe that York was deemed the original 
feat of mafonie government in this country ; i no other place has pre- 
tended to claim it, and the i whole Fraternity have, at various times, 
univerfally acknowledged allegiance to the authority eftablifhed there": 
but whether the prefeht aflbcktkm in . that city be C&ided to the alle- 
giance, is a fubjeft of inquiry which it ia not jgty province to invefhgare. 
To that affembly lecourfe muft be had) for information* Thus ifcuClr, 
however, is certain, that if a . General Affembly is Grand Lodge was 
held there (of which there is little doubt, if we can rcly on our records 
anti cedUtutions, as it is laid to have exiffedthere .^queeh.Elizdietk^ 
time), there it no esadence of its regular removalto -any other place in 
the kingdom ; and upon that ground, the brethren at York may probably 
c laim rite privilege of affociating in thatcbara&er, ■ A number of re- 
fpe&ible meetings of the Fraternity appear to . have been, convened . at 
4undry times hi different parts of England ; but we cannot find am indance 
on record, ’ tiB a very late period, of a general meeting (fo called) being 
held in any other place bvifide York. 

To underftand this matter more dearly, it may be neceflary to advert 
to the original itrftitution of that affembly called a General or Grand 
Lodge . It was not then reftri&ed, as dt is now underdood to be, to the 
Mailers and Wardens of private lodges, with the Grand Mailer and his 
Wardens at their head ; it confided of as many of the Fraternity at large 
as, behig within a convenient didance, could attend, once or twice in h 
year, under the aufpices of one general head, who was ele&ed and 
inftalled at one of thefe meetings, and who. For the time being, 
received homage as the fide governor of the whole body. The idea of 
confining the privileges of Mafimry, hy a warrant of omditiiuon, to 
certain individuals convened on cert&id days ascertain places, had tlren no 
evidence. There was but one family *mong Mafp'ns, and every Mtfou 
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J>rihce§ of Europe, who courted Ms friendftup and 
alliance. He was a mild (hveteign, a kind brother, 
and a true friend. The only blemiih which l^ifto* 
rians find in his whole reign, is the fuppofed murder 
of his brother Edwin. This youth* who was diftm- 
guifhed for his virtues, having died two yeahri beforis 
his brother, a falfc report was fpread, of his being 
wrongfully put to death by him. But; this isfo im- 

w*s a branch of that family. It is true, the privileges Of the Afifetetrt de- 
grees of the Order always centered ha certain numbers of the Fraternity^ 
who, according to *heir advancement in the Art, were authorized by the 
ancient charges to affemble in, hold, and rule lodges, at their Will and &f* 
cretion, in fuch {daces as beft fuited their convenience, and When fb affetn- 
bled, to receive pupils and deliver mftru<ftions in tbe Ait ; but all the 
tribute from thefe individuals, feparately and collectively, refted ultimately 
in the General Affemfely, to which all the Fraternity might repair, and to 
whofe award all were bound to pay ft&miffion. > ’ 

As the conftlttrtions of theEngttih Lodges are derived from this Gen^rtd 
Affembfy at Ybrk j as all Mafons are bound to'Obferte tad* prefab thefe 
Jn all time coming; and as there is WO fetts fe&o*y proof that fuehaffem* 
bly was ever regularly removed by the refdutkm ofits members,but tbat^ 
on the contrary, the Fraternity frill continue to meet- in that City ttndfefr 
this appellation, it may remain a doubt, whether, white thefe conftitutions 
exift as the frandard of mafonic coodutft , that aifembly may not juftly claim 
tbe allegiance to which their original authority entitled them ; and 
whether any other convention Of Mafons, however great their consequence 
may be, can, confident with thofe confritutions, withdraw their allegiance 
from that affembly, or fet afidean authority, to which not only antiquity*, 
bnt the concurrent approbation of Mafons for ages under the moft folemn 
engagements, have repeatedly given a fanCtion. 

It is to be regretted, that the idea of fuperiority, and a wifh to acquire 
abfolute dominion, fhouid occafion a contefr among Mafons. Were the 
principles of the Order better underfrood, and mdre generally pm&ifed, 
the intention of tbe inftiuition Would, be more fuhy arifWered.v Every 
Mafon would confider his brother as his fellow, and he who, by generous 
and virtuous actions, could beft promote the happinefe rod deeiety, would 
always be moft likely to receive homage and refpegfc. 
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probable in itfelf, fo inconfiftent with the chara&er 
of Athelftane» and indeed fo flenderly attefted, as to 
be undeferving a place in hiftory 

• The excellent writer of the Life of King Athelftane * has given fo 
dear and fo perfe& a view of this event, that the reader a/not^ receive 
greater fetisfa&ion than in that author’s own word#: 

“ The bu£nefs of Edwin’s death is a point the moil obfeure in the ftory 
v of this king, and, to fay the thith, not qpe even of our bell hiftorians hath 
written clearly, or with due attention, concerning it. The fa<ft as com- 
monly received is this ; The king fufpe&iftg his younger brother Edwin, 
of defigning to deprive him of his crown, caufed him, notwithftanding his 
protections of innocency, to be put on boards leaky fhip, with his ar- 
mour-bearer and page. The young prince, unable to bear the feverity af 
the weather and waut of food, defperately drowned himfclf. Some time 
after, the king’s cup-bearer, who had been the chief caufe of this a& of 
cruelty, happened, as be was ferving the king at table, to trip with one 
foot, but recovering himfelf with the other, < See,' laid he, pleafantly, 

* how brothers afford each other help which tanking the king with the 
remembrance of what himfelf had done, in taking off Edwin, who might 
have helped him in his wars, he caufed that buffnefs to be more tho- 
roughly examined, and finding his brother had been falfely accufed, caufed 
his cup-bearer to be put to a cruel death, endured himfelf feveo years fharp 
penance, and built the two monafteries of Middleton and Michelnefs, to 
atone for this bafe and bloody fiuft +.’* 

Pr. Howel, fpeaking of this ftory, treats it as if very indifferently 
founded, and, on that account, unworthy of credit £. Simeon of Dur- 
ham and the Saxon Chronicle fay no more tlian that Edwin was drowned 
by his brother's command in the year 933 §.^ Brompton places it in the 
firft, or, at fartheft, in the fecond year of his reign ; and he tells us the 
ftory of the rotten fhip, and of his punifhing the cup-bearer ||. Wil- 
liam of Malmtaury, who is very circumftantial, fays, he only tells us what 
he heard ^ j but Matthew the Flower-gatherer ** ftaraps the whole down 

* Biog. Brit. vol. i. p. 63. Ill edit. 
f Speed’s Chronicle, book vii. chap. 38. 

% Gen. Hift. P. hr. c. 2. f. 1 0. 

§ Simeon Dunelm. p. 154. Cbron. Saxon. p. in* 
ft Chronicon. p. 828. % De Geft. R. A. lib. ii. •*Mattb. Flopleg. 
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The a&ivity ahd princely condu& of Edwin qua- 
lified him, in every refpeft, to prefide over the Ma- 
fons, who were employed under him in repairing and 
building many churches and fuperb edifices, which 
had been deftroyed by the ravages of the Danes, and 
other invaders, not only in the city of York, but at 
Beverley, and other places. 

On the death of Edwin, Athelftane undertook in 
perfon the direction of the lodges, and under his 
(andion the art of Mafonry was propagated in peace 
and fecurity. 

When Athelilane died, the Mafons difperfed, and 
the lodges continued in a very unfettled ftate till the 
reign of Edgar in 960, when the Fraternity were 
again colle&ed by St. Dunltan, und$r whofe aufpices 
.they were, employed on fome pious ftruciures, but it 

r 

as an indubitable truth. Yet thefe difcordant dates are not to be ac- 
counted for. If he was drowned inthefecond, he could not be alive in 
the tenth year of the king j the firft is the more probable date, becaufe 
about that time there certainly was a conspiracy againft king Athelftane, In 
order to dethrone him, and put out his eyes, yet he did not put the author 
erf it to death; is it likely then, that he ihould order his brother to be 
thrown into the fea upon bare fufpicion ? But the reader muft remember, 
that we cite the feme hiftorians who have told us this ftory, to prove, that 
Athelftane was unanimoufty acknowledged king, his brethren being too 
young to govern ; one would think, then, that they could not be old 
enough to confpire. If we take the fecond date, the whole ftory is de- 
ilroyed ; the king could not do feven years penance, for he did not live fo 
long j and as for the tale of the cup-bearer, and his ftumbling at the 
king’s table, the feme ftory is told of Earl Godwin, who murdered the bro- 
ther of Edward the Confeffor. Laftly, nothing is clearer from hiftoiy, 
than that Athelftane was remarkably kind to his brothers and ftfters, for 
whofe fakes he lived fingle, and therefore his brother had lefs temptation 
to confpire againft him. 
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docs not appear that they met with any permanent 
-encouragement. 

* After Edgar’s death, Mafonry remained in a low 
Condition upwards of fifty -years* In 1041, it re- 
tired under the patronage df Edward the ConfeBbr, 
"who fuperintended the execution of feveral great 
works. He rebuilt Weftminfter Abbey, affifted by 
Leofrick eaii of Coventry, whom he appointed to 
Superintend the Mafons. The Abbey of Coventry, 
and many other ftru&ures, were finifhed by this ac- 
complifhed architeft. 

William the Conqueror having acquired the crown 
of England in 1066, he appointed Gundulph bifhop 
of Rochefter, and Roger.de Montgomery earl of 
Shrewfbury, joiqt patrons of the Mafons, who at this 
time excelled both in civil and military architefhire.. 
Under their aufpices the Fraternity were employed 
in building the Tower of London, which was com- 
pleted in the reign of William Rufus, who rebuilt 
London-bridge with wood, and firft conftruded the 
palace and hall of Weftminfter in 1087. 

On the acceffion of Henry I. the lodges continued 
to affemble. From this prince, the firft Magna 
Charts, or charter of liberties, was obtained by the 
Normans. Stephen fuccecded Henry in 1135* and 
employed the Fraternity in building a chapel at 
Weftminfter, now the Houfe of Commons, and fe- 
veral other works. Thefe were finifhed under the 
dire&ion of Gilbert de Clare marquis of Pembroke, 
who at this time prefided over the lodges. 

During the reign of Henry II. the Grand Mafte* 
of the Knights Templars fuperintended the Mafons, 
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and employed them in building their Temple in 
Fleet-ftreet, A. D. 1155. Mafonry continued under 
the patronage of this Order till the year 1 1-99, when 
John fucceeded his brother Richard in the crown 
of England. Peter de Colechurch was then ap- 
pointed Grand Mailer. He began to rebuild Lon- 
don-bridge with ftone, which was afterwards finiihed 
by William Alcraaiti in 1209. Peter de Rupibus 
fucceeded Peter de Colechurch in the office of Grand 
Mailer, and Geoffrey Fitz-Peter, chief furveyor of 
the king’s works, a&ed as his deputy. Under the 
aufpices of thefe two artifts, Mafonry flouriihed iiv 
England during the remainder of this and the fol- 
lowing reign. 


SECT. III. 

Htflory of Mafonry in England , during the Reigns of 

Henry III. Edward I. Edward II. Edward III. 

Richard II. Henry IV. Henry V. and Henry VI. 

On the acceflion of Edward I. A.D. 1272, the 
care of the Mafons was entruftcd to Walter Gifiard, 
archbiihop of York ; Gilbert de Clare, earl of Glou- 
cefter; and Ralph, lord of Mount Hermer, the pro- 
genitor of the family of the Montagues. Thefe ar- 
chitefts fuperintended the finiihing of Weilminfter 
Abbey, which had been begun in 1220, during the 
minority of Henry HI. 

The collegiate chapel of Weilminfter, in honour 
of St. Stephen, was begun to be rebuilt by king Ed- 
ward *, at which the Mafons were employed more 
h 6 
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than two years. In the Exchequer rolls is preferved 
a curious account of the expences incurred on that 
occafion. It appears that the daily pay of the car- 
penters was 5d. ; that of the other workmen, 3|d., 
-3d., and 2|d. Although the weekly expences were 
but trifling, the amount of the whole was confider- 
able. That the building of this chapel was com- 
«pleted we are not informed, but we learn from 
Stowe that g great fire broke out in the leffer ball of 
the royal palace at Weftminfter, which communi- 
cated to the adjoining monastery, and confumed the 
whole. It does not appear that the building was 
reftored during this reign, as the wars in .Scotland, 
in which the king was engaged, neither allowed him 
leifure to renew his labours, nor had he fufficient 
wealth to carry on fuch a work. 

In the reign of Edward II. the Fraternity were 
employed in building Exeter and Oriel colleges, Ox- 
ford 5 Clare-hall, Cambridge; and many other 
ftru£kures ; * under the aufpices of Walter Staple- 
ton, hifliop of Exeter, who had been appointed 
Grand Mafter in 1307. 

Mafonry flourifhed in England during the reign of 
Edward III. who became the patron of fcience, and 
lhe encourager of learning. He applied with inde- 
fatigable afliduity to the conftitutions of the Order ; 
revifed and meliorated the ancient charges, arid added 
feveral ufeful regulations to the original code of 
laws *. He patronized the lodges, and appointed 

.^^Beord of the Society runs thus : 

glorious reign of King Edward III. wfeen lodges were more 
* frequent, the Right Worlhipful the Mafter and Fallow*, with content 


Digitized by L.ooole 



o* masonry, 


*5 7 . 


five deputies under him to infpe& the proceedings 
of the Fraternity j viz. i. John de Spoulee, who 
rebuilt St. George’s chapel at Windfor, where the 
order of the garter was firft inftituted, A.D. 1350 ; 

2. William a Wykeham, afterwards bifliop of Win- 
chefter, who rebuilt the caftle of Windfor, at the 
head of 400 Free-mafons A.D. 1357 ; 3. Robert 

* of the lords of the realm, (for moft great men were tbeq Mafons,) or- 
4 dained, 

* That for the future, at the making or admifiion of a brother, the con- 
flitution and the ancient charges fhould be read by the Mailer or Warden. 

4 That fuch as were to be admitted Malter-Mafons, or mailers of work, 

4 fhould be* examined whether they be able of cunning to ferve their re- , 

* fpe&ive lords, as well the lowed as the higheft, to the honour and wor- 

* ihip of the aforefaid Art, and to the profit of their lords ; for they be 

* their lords that employ and pay them for their fervice and travel/ 

The following particulars are alfo contained in a very old MS. of which a 
copy is faid to have been in the poffeffion of the late George Payne, Efq. 
Gland Mailer in 17 18. 

* That fchen the Mailer and Wardens meet in a lodge, if need be, the 

* Our iff of the county, or the mayor of the city, or alderman of the town, 

4 in which the congregation is held, fhould be made fellow- and fociate to 
4 the Mailer, in help of him againfl rebels, and for upbearing the rights of 
4 the realm. 

4 That entered prentices, at their making, were charged not to be 
4 thieves or thieves maintainers ; that they fhould travel honeftly for their 
4 pay, and love their fellows as ihemfelves, and be true to the king of Eng* 

4 land, and to the realm, and to the lodge. 

4 That, at fuch congregations, it fhall be inquired, whether any mailer 
4 or fellow has broke any of the articles agreed to ; and if the offender, 

4 being duly cited to appear, prove rebel, and will not attend, then the 
4 lodge (hall determine againfl him, that he fhall forfwear (or i enounce) his 
‘•Mafonry, and fhall no more ufe this craft; the which if he prefume for 
4 to do, the fheriff of the county (hall prifon him, and take all his goods intd * 

4 the king’s hands, till his grace he granted him and iffued.' *’Fof. % chis eaufe 
4 principally have thefe congregations been ordained, that as well theddweft 
4 as the higheft fhould be well and truly ferred in this Art aforefaid, 

4 throughout all the kingdoms of England. Amen, fo mote it be l* 
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a Barn ham, who finiftied St. George’s-hall at the 
head of 250 Free-mafons, with other works in the 
cattle, A.D. 1375 ; 4. Henry Yeuele, (called in the 
old records the King’s Free-mafon,) who built the 
Charter-houfe in London ; King’s-hall, Cambridge 5 
Queenfborough-caftle 5 and rebuilt St. Stephen’s 
chapel*, Weftminfter; and j. Simon Langham, 
abbot of Weftminfter, who rebuilt the body of that 
cathedral as it now ftands. At this period, lodges 

• On the 27 th of May 1330, in the 4 th year of Edward III. the works 
of this chapel were re-commenced. From a charter preferved in the 
Tower of London, it is evident that this chapel was not fmiihed for fevered 
years. In this cliarter the motives which induced king Edward to rebuild 
and endow it, are exprefied with peculiar elegance and neatnefs. On the 
lft of January 1353, he granted to the Dean and Cations of this collegiate 
chapel, a fpot of ground extending to thtf Thames, whereon to build 
cloifiers ; he alfo made a grant «f fome houfes in the neighbourhood, and 
veiled feveral manors for the endowment of the college in John Duke of 
JLancafter as truilee. The college of St. Stephen was valued at its fup- 
preffion at 10851. 10s. 5d. ; and was furrendered in the firfl year of Ed- 
ward VI. The chapel was afterwards fitted up for the meeting of the 
Houfe of Commons, to whofe ufe it has ever fince been appropriated. 

The following account of the plan and ornaments of this chapel, which, 
in confequence of fome prqje&ed alterations in the Houfe of Commons, 
have lately, after a lapfe of ages, been unveiled, may be confidered as cu- 
rious and intere fling, as there is no contemplation that imparts a higher 
degree of fatisfa&ion, than that which prefects to tile mind images of an- 
cient and departed fplendeur. 

The eaflern part of this chapel fern* for the Houfe of Commons, and 
the weflern is occupied by the lobby, and adjoining roams and offices. 
In the latter, there are no traces of any enrichments ; but in the fortner, 
are the remains of the altar, (lone feats, and other rich works. The ele- 
vation of the weflern front, or entrance to the chapel, prefents thefe obser- 
vations. From the ground line in the centre rife two arches, fupporting 
the open fereen. On the right of the fereen is the entrance into the porch 
adjoining, which is the wall of the Court of Requefh. On the left Is a 
fpace, conefponding once, it may be prefamed, with the perfect fide of 
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ttfere numeroui, and the communications of the Fra- 
ternity were, held under the protection of the civil 
-magiftrate. 


the fcreen, extending to the fouth wall of the hall. Above the fcreen, 
fthne remains of the centre building is ftill vifible. On the fouth front, 
the centre window is complete ; five others are filled up with the brick- 
work between tbe windows which at prefent light the Houfe of Commons. 
The buttrefles are entire, as well as the tracing in the fpandrels of the 
arches. On the eaft front, from die ground line, were three windows of 
the chancel, the eaft window of which is now filled up. The buttreffes 
are entire, as well as the o&angular towers. On the right » part of an 
ancient Wall, which now belongs to the fpeaker’s houfe. On the eaft end 
-were three windows from the ground of the chancel ; over the groins are 
put of the remains of the altar, and on each fide ftone feats, and clufters 
-of columns, the capitals of which rife to the prefent ceiling of the Houfe 
of Commons. The whole is of the richeft workmanfhip. On the fouth 
fide, from the ground line in the centre, is a perfe<ft window, painted. with 
the arms of Weftminfter. On the left of the chancel are clufters of co- 
lumns ; on the right fide of the left clufters is the eaftern window, and 
without is the profile of the buttrefles. At the eaft end of the column 
is an (pen part ; to the right is the chancel, and the bafes are two feet be- 
low the pavement, which ihews that there muft have been a great afcent 
to the chancel. The whole of the undercroft is perfe^i, excepting the 
bafes of the outer columns, and forms a fine fuperftru&ure of gigantic 
fupport to the light and delicate parts above. In the iniide you behold 
the eaft window, the altar, and the ftone-feats, which are broken through. 
The clufters of columns, the impofh of the windows, the arches, their 
spandrels, the entablature, the beautiful proportion of the windows, and 
the enrichments of the whole, crowd on the fight, and fill the mind with 
wonder and admiration. At the upper end of the chapel near tbe altar* 
on the feuftr fide, there are evidently the remains of a black marble motra* 
■lent, but towhofe memory it was ere&ed, we are left to conje&ure. 
Over the monument are three angels, ftanding upright, with their wings 
half-expanded, arid covered with golden eyes, fuch as are on the peacock’s 
tail. Thefe paintings, which muft hue been done in the reign of Ed- 
ward HI. are, for that period, when the art of painting was in its infancy, 
wonderfully well executed $ the colouring has prcferved a confiderabk por- 
tion of its original firefhnefc. The expreffibn and attitude of the angels 
are fingulariy interefting. Ypu may fuppofe the body of the deceafed 
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Richard II. fucceeded his grandfather Edward III. 
in 1377, and William a Wykeham was. continued 
Grand Mailer. He rebuilt Weftminfter-hall as it 

ftretched before them ; the three angels are holding palls or mantles be- 
fore them, which they are preparing to throw over the body, and at the 
fame time the one in the middle feems to fay, “ Behold all that remains 
“ on earth of him who was once fo mighty !” while the countenances of the 
two others are expreffive of regret and commiferation. The {hatched- out 
pall in the hands of the central angel is powdered over with the irradiated 
gold circles, in the middle of which are fpread eagles, with two heads. 
This affords room for a fuppofition whpfe .the tomb was: the armorial 
bearings of Peter of Savoy., uncle to queen Eleanor, the wife of Henry III. 
who beautified the chapel, confifted of an eagle with two heads ; but hie 
fhield difplayed “ Or, an eagle with two heads, fable.** Now as the eyes 
of the peacock’s tail are painted ingeld, fo different from the natural co- 
louring, it is not improbable that for the fake of adding elegance to the 
pall, the painter preferred representing the eagle’s head in gold rather 
than in fable ; it may therefore be the tomb of Si. Peter of Savoy we are 
defcribing. 

On the left fide of the altar is a painting of the adoration of the (hep- 
herds ; though the groupe is not difpofed in the moft accurate ftyle of 
defign, yet there is fomething in it that highly interefts the imagination j 
the Virgin on one fide is defcribed holding tire i.ew-born infant, while 
Jofeph is extending the fwaddling clothes. The cattle behind are not ill 
ex pre fifed ; and the devotion of the fhepherds with their flocks, is very 
appropriately delineated ; the ihepherd’s boy blowing the double flutes to 
his dancing dog, and the fighting rams, feem but ill to accord with the 
fubje& ; but as the painter has placed them without the liable, perhaps 
the inoonfiflency may be overlooked. There arc feveral paintings on the 
right fide of the altar : they appear to be figures of different kings and 
queens, tolerably well drawn and in goad proportion, and firongly mark 
die durability of the colouring of that day. On the north fide of the 
chapel there are paintings of men in armour ; beneath two of them are 
the names of Mercure and Euflace. In fhort, the whole of the architec- 
ture and enrichments, colours and gilding, are extremely trefh and well; 
preferved. It is remarkable, that the colours are decorated with a fort of 
patera, and feveral of the mouldings are filled up with ornaments fo mi- 
irate, tliat thofe of the fpandrels and ground entablature could hardly have 
been perceived from the chapel. 
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now Hands ; and employed the Fraternity in build- 
ing New-College, Oxford, and Winchefter-College, 
both of which he founded at his own expence. 

Henry, duke of Lancafter, taking advantage of 
Richard's abfence in Ireland, got the parliament to 
depofe him, and next year caufed him to be mur- 
dered. Having fupplanted his coufin, he mounted 
the throne by the name of Henry IV. and appointed 
Thomas Fitz-Allen, earl of Surrey, Grand Mailer. 
After the famous vi&ory of Shrewfbury, he founded 
Battle-abbey and Fotheringay ; and in this reign 
the Guildhall of London was built. The king died 
1111413, arid Henry V. fucceeded to the crown; 
when Henry Chicheley, archbifhop of Canterbury; 
obtained the dire&icm of the Fraternity, under whole 
aufpices lodges and communications were frequent. 


Hie blocking* and frieze of the entablature over the windows of the 
chapel contain fome of them leaves and flowers, others perfe& mafks, 
and others ihields, with tlie arms of Kdward the Confeffor, Geneville, 
Mandeville, and Bruyere — the arms of Caftile and Leon, and ancient 
France — the arms of the kingdom of the Weft Saxons — vine leaves 
and grapes, fupported by a figure ifiuing out of a cloud — and ihields 
with the arms of Strabolgi, earls of Athol in Scotland, and barons of 
Chilham in Kent, together with the fhieldar of feveral other kings and 
barons. ' ^ 

. The artift was doubtlefs defirous that the whoje work fhould have the 
fame attention, and that one uuiform blaze of nugnifict nee and fplendour 
fhould fliine around, making tins chapel the ne plus ultra of the arts, 
worthy the faint whofe name it hears, and of its founder Edward III. the 
great pattern of ancient archite&ure. 

Several curious fragments of th? paintings lately difeovered on the 
walls of this chapel have been presented to the Society of Antiquarians, 
of which body a committee was appointed to fupnrintend the execution 
of drawings of all curious remains that have been brought to light by the 
late alterations in this celebrated old building. 
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Henry VI. a minor, fucceeding to the throne in 
1442, die parliament endeavoured to difturb the 
Mafons, by palling, the following a 6 t to prohibit 
their chapters and conventions :■ 


3 Hen. VI. cap. 1. A. D. 1425. 

Masons Jhall not confederate in Chapters or Con - 
gregations . 

( Whereas, by the yearly congregations and con- 

* federaciea made by the Mafons in their general af- 
c femblies, the good conrfe and efieft of the ftatutes 
4 of Jabouters be openly violated and broken, in fob* 

* verfion of the law, and to the great damage of all 
the commons; our forereign Lord the King, willing 

* in this cafe to provide a remedy, by the advice and 
4 confent aforefaid, and at the fpecial rcqueft of the 

* commons, hath ordained and eftablilhed that fuch 

* chapters and congregations lhall not be hereafter 
4 holden ; and if any fuch be made, they that caufe 

* fuch chapters and congregations to be aflembled and 
4 holden, if they thereof be convift, lhall be judged for 
4 felons : and that the other Mafons, that come to 
4 fuch chapters or congregations, be punilhed by im- 
i prifonment of their bodies, and make fine and ran- 
4 fome at the king’s will 

* * Judge Coke gives the following opinion on this ftatute : 

* All the ilatutes concerning labourers before this a<ft, and * 
< whereunto this a<ft doth refer, are repealed by the ftatute of 
‘ 5 Eli?, cap. 4. about A.D, 1362, whereby the caufe and end of makiNg 
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Tlma&waa never pat in fdrce,nor the Fraternity 
deterred from aflefelbliag, asufual, underarchbifhop 
Chichelcy, who (till continued to prefide over them ??. 
Notwithstanding this rigorous edi&,.tbe effedt *rf 
prejudice and malevolence in an arbitrary fet of men* 
lodges were formed in different parts of the king- 
dom, and tranquillity and felicity reigned among the 
Fraternity, 

‘ this a& is taken away, and consequently the act is become of no force 3 

* for cejfafite ratiahe legis , eejfat ip fa lex: and the indi&ment of felony 

* upon thisftatute muft contain, That thole chapters and congregations 

* are to ^hf violating and breaking of the good courfe and of the 
‘ ftatutes of labourers ; which new cannot be fo alleged, becaufe thefe 
c ftatutes be repealed. Therefore this would be put out of the charge of 

* juftices of the peace.’ Institutes,' Put III. fol. 19. 

It is plain, from the above opinion, that this &&, though never ex- 
prefsly repealed, can have no force at prefent. The Mafons may reft 
very quiet, continue to hold their aflemblies, and propagate their tenets, 
as lpi^; as a conformity to their profeffcd principles entitles them to the 
fan&ion of government. Mafonry is too well known in this country to 
jraife any fufpiciou in the legiflature. The greateft perfonages have 
prefided over the Society, and under their aufpicious government, at 
different times, an acquifitton of patrons, both great and noble, has been 
made. It would therefore be abfurd to imagine, that any legal attempt 
will ever be made to difturb the peace and harmony of a Society fo truly 
refpe&able, and fo highly honoured. 

* The Latin Regifter of William Molart, prior of Canterbury, in 
manufcript, pag. 88. intitled, ‘ Liberalio generalis Domini Gulielmi 
‘ Prioris Ecclefiae Chrifti Cantuarienfis, erga Feftum Natalis Domini 

* 1429,' informs us, that, in the year 1499, during the minority of this 
prince, a refpe&able lodge was held at Canterbury, under the patronage 
of Henry Chicheley, the archbifhop ; at which were prefent Thomas 
Stapylton, the Mafter ; John Morris, cuftos de la lodge laftiomorum,. or 
Warden of the lodge of Mafons/; with fifteen. fellow-crafts* and three 

appTPnlip^Sj all nf w hom ***** partic ularly named, 
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As the attempt of parliament to fupprefs the 
lodges and communications of Mafcns renders the 
tranfa£Uons of this period worthy attention, it may 
not be improper to ftate the circumftances which are 
fuppofed to have given rife 'to this harfli edift. 

The duke of Bedford, at that time regent of the 
kingdom, being in France, the regal power was veiled 
in his brother Humphrey, duke of Gloucefte? who 
was ftyled proteftor and guardian of the kingdom. 
The care of the young king’s perfon and education 
was entrufted to Henry Beaufort, biihop of Win* 
chefter, the duke*s uncle. The biihop was a prelate 
of great capacity and experience, but of an intriguing 
and dangerous chara&er. As he afpired to the foie 
government of affairs, he had continual difputes with 
his nephew the prote&or, and gained frequent ad- 
vantages over the vehement and impolitic temper of 
that prince. Inverted with power, he foon began to 
ihew his pride and haughtinefs, and wanted not fol- 
lowers and agents to augment his influence f. 

* This prince is faid to have received a more learned education than 
was ufual in his age, te have founded one of the firft public libraries in 
England, and to have been a great patron of learned men. If the records 
of the Society may be relied on, we have reafon to believe, that he was 
particularly attached to the Mafons, having been admitted into their 
Order, and afliiled at the initiation of king Henry in 1442. 

In a parliament held at Weflminfter, on the 1 7th of November 
1423, to anfwer a particular end, it was ordained, < That if any perfon 
4 committed for grand or petty treafon, ihould wilfully break out of pri- 
4 foA, and efcape from the lame, it ihould be deemed petty treafon, and 
* his goods be forfeited About this time, one William King, of 


X Wolfe’s Chronicle, publifhed by Stowe. 
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The animofity between the uncle and nephew 
daily increafed, and the authority of parliament was 
obliged to interpofe. On the laft day of April 1425, 
the parliament met at Weftminfter. The feTvants 
and followers of the peers coming thither, armed with 
clubs and Haves, occafioned its being named the 
batt parliament. Several laws were made, and, 
among the reft, the a£t for aboliftiing the Society of 
Mafons * j at leaft, for preventing their aflembiies 

Womolton, in Yorkflrire, Servant of fir Robert Scott, lieutenant of the 
Tower, pretended that he had been offered by fir John Mortimer (coufin 
to the lately deceafed Edward Mortimer, earl of March, the neared in 
blood to the EngHfh crown, and then a prifoner in the Tower) , ten pounds 
to buy him clothes, with forty pounds a-year, and to be made an earl, if 
he would affift Mortimer in making his efcape ; that Mortimer faid,' he 
would raife 40,000 men on his enlargement, and would ftrike off the 
heads of the rich bifhop of Winchefter, the duke of Gloucefter and 
others. This fellow undeitook to prove upon oath the truth of his 
affertion. A fhort time after, a fcheme was formed to cut off Mortimer, 
and an opportunity foon offered to carry it into execution. Mortimer being 
permitted one day to walk to the Tower wharf, was fuddenly purfued, 
Seized, brought back, accufed of breaking out of prifon, and of attempting 
frn efcape. He was tried, and the evidence of King being admitted, was 
convi&ed, agreeably to the late ftatute, and afterwards beheaded. 

. The death of Mortimer occafioned great murmuring and difeontent 
among the people, and threatened a fpeedy fubverfion of thofe in power. 
Many hints were thrown out, both in public and private affemblies, of 
the fatal consequences which were expe&ed to fucceed this commotion. 
The amazing progrefs. it made juftly alarmed the fufpicions of the am- 
bitious prelate, who fpared no pains to exert his power on the pccafion. 

* Dr. Anderfon, in the firft edition of (he Book of Constitutions, in a 
note, makes the following observation oq this : 

‘ This a& was made in ignorant times, when true learning was a 
‘ crime, and geometry condemned for conjuration ; but it cannot dero- 

* gate Grom the honour of the ancient Fraternity, who, to be Cure, would 

* qever encourage any fuch confederacy of their working brethren. By 
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and congregations. Their meeting^ being fecret, 
attra&cd the attention of the afpiring prelate, who 
determined to fupprefs them *. . ~ 

< tradition, it is believed, that the parliament were then too much in- 
4 flue need by the illiterate clergy, who were not accepted Mafons, nor 
4 underftood architecture (as the clergy of fome former ages), and Were 
4 generally thought unworthy of this brotherhood. Thinking they bad 

* an indefeafible right to know all fecrets, by virtue of auricular con- 

* feflion, and the Mafons never confefling any thing thereof, the laid 

* clergy were highly offended, and at firft fufpe (Sling them of wickednefs, 
‘ reprefented them as dangerous to the ftate during that minority, and 
4 foon influenced the parliament to lay hold of fuch fuppofed arguments 
‘ of the Working Mafons, for making an aCt that might feem to refleCl 
4 difhonour upon even the whole fraternity, in whofe favour feveral a 61 s 
4 had been before and after that period made.' 

* The bifhop was diverted from his persecution of the Mafons, by 
an affair in which he was more nearly concerned. On the morning of 
St. Simon and Jude's day, after the lord mayor of London had returned 
to the city from Weftminfter, where he had been taking the ufual 
charges of his high office, he received a fpecial meflage, While feated 
at dinner, from the duke of GlouCefter, requiring his immediate attend- 
ance. He immediately repaired to the palace, and being introduced 
into the prefence, the duke Commanded his lordfhip to fee that the 
city was properly watched the following night, as he expeCied his 
uncle would endeavour to make ldmfelf matter of it by force, unlefs 
Come effectual means were adopted to flop his progreft. This com- 
mand was ttriCtly obeyed ; and, at nine o'clock the next morning, the 
bifhop of Winchefter, with his forvants and followers, attempting to 
ester die city by the bridge, were prevented by the vigilance of the* 
citizens, who repelled them by force. This unexpected repulfe enraged 
the haughty prelate, who immediately collected a numerous body of 
archers, and other men at arms, and commanded them to affault the 
gate with fhot. The Citizens direCtly fhut up their fhops, and 
crowded to the bridge in great numbers, when a general maflacre 
would certainly have enfoed, had it not been for the timely inter- 
pofitien and prudent adminiftration of the mayor and aldermen, who' 
happily ttopt all violent meafures/ and prevented a great eflfuflon of* 
bfapd. . 

12 
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:;/£he fovereign authority being refted in the duke 
of GloUcefter, as prote&or of the realm, the exc- 

The archbiihop of Canterbury, and Peter, duke of Coimbra, eldeft fon 
of the king of Portugal, with fereral others, endeavoured to appeafe the 
fury of the two contending parties, and, if poffible, to bring about a 
reconciliation between them ; but to no purpofe, as neither party would 
yield. They rede eight or ten times backward and forward, ufing e very 
fcheme they could devife to prevent further extremities ; at laft they 
fucceeded in their mediation, and brought the parties to a conformity ; 
when it was agreed, that all hoftile proceedings fhould drop on both fides, 
and the matter be referred to the award of the duke of Bedford ; on which 
peace was reftored, and the city remained in quiet. 

The biihop loft no time in tranfmitting his cafe to the duke of Bedford ; 
and in order to glofs it over with the heft colours, he wrote the following 
letter : 

1 Right high and mighty prince, and my right noble , and after one 
c leiueft [earthly] lord; I recommend me unto your grace with all my 
‘ heart. And as you defire the welfare of the king our fovereign lord, 

* and of his realms of England and France, your own weal [health] with 

* all yours, hafte you hither : For by my troth, if you tarry long, we fhall 

* put this land in jeopardy [adventure] with a field, fuch a brother you 

* have here ; God make him a good man. For your wifdom well knowetb 

* that the profit of France ftandeth in the welfare of England, &c. The 
‘ bleffcd Trinity keep you. Written in great hafte at London, on A1U 

* hallowen-even, the 3lft of October, 1425, 

i By your fervant, to my lives end, 

« HENRY, Winchester/ » 
This letter had the defired effect, and haftened the return, of the duke 
of Bedford to London, where he arrived on the 10th of January 1425-6. 
On the 2lft of February he held a great council at St. Albans, adjourned 
it to the 15th of March at Northampton, and to the 25th of June at 
Leicefter. Batts and ftaves being now prohibited, the followers of the 
members of parliament attended with ftones in a fling, and plummets of 
lead. The duke of Bedford employed the authority of parliament to 
reconcile the differences which had broke out between his brother and 
the bifhop of Winchefter ; and obliged thefe rivals to promifc, before that 
affembly, that they would bury all quarrels in oblivion. Thus the long 
wifbed-for peace between thefe two great perfonages was, to all appear- 
ances, accoiqplifhed. 
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cutiori of the laws, and all that related to the civil 
magiftrate, centered in him : a fortunate circum- 
ftance for the Mafons at this critical junfture. r rhe 
duke, knowing them to be innocent of the accufa- 
tions which the bifhop of Winchefter had laid 
againft them, took them under his prote&ion, and 
transferred the charge of rebellion, fedition, and 
treafon, from them, to the bifliop and his fol- 
lowers *, who, he afierted, were the firft violators of 

During the difcuflion of this matter before parliament, the duke of 
Gloucefter exhibited the following charge, among five others, againft the 
bifhop of Winchefter : 4 That he had, in his letter to the duke of Bedford 
<'at France, plainly declared his malicious purpofe of affembling the 
4 people, and ftirring up a rebellion in the nation, contrary to the king’s 
1 peace/ 

The bifhop’s anfwer to Ibis accufation was, ‘ That he never had any 

* intention to difturb the ftate of the nation, or raife a rebellion ; but 

* that he fent to the duke of Bedford, to folicit his fpeedy return to Eng* 

4 land, to fettle all thofe differences which were fo prejudicial to the peace 

* of the kingdom : That though Jie had indeed written in the letter, That 
4 if He tarried, we Jhould put the land in adventure ly a field, Juch a 
4 brother you have here ; he did not mean it of any defign of his own, but 
4 concerning the feditious affemblies of Mafons, carpenters, tylers, and 

* plaifterers ; who, being diftafted by the late a<ft of parliament againft 
4 the exceflive wages of thofe trades, had given out many feditious 
4 fpeeches and menaces againft certain great men, which tended much to 
4 rebellion * : That the duke of Gloucefter did not ufe his endeavour, as 
4 he ought to have dane in his place, to fupprefs fuch unlawful affemblies ; 
4 fo that he feared the king, and his good fubje&s, muft have made a 

* field to withftand them ; to prevent which he chiefly defired the duke 
4 of Bedford to come over/ 

As the Mafons are unjuftly fufpe&ed of having given rife to the above 
civil commotions, I thought it neceffary to infert ihe foregoing particulars, 
in order to clear them from this falfe charge. Moft of the circumftances 
here mentioned, are extracted from Wolfe’s Chronicle, publifhed by Stowe. 
: ; 

* Hie above particulars are extra&ed from one of Elias Aihmole'# 
MSS. on the fubje& of Free-mafonry. 
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the public peace, and the ,moft rigorous promoters 
of civil difeord. 

The bifliop, fenGble that his conduct could not be 
juftified by the laws of the land, prevailed on the 
king, through the interceffion of the parliaments 
whofe favour his riches had obtained, to grant letters 
of pardon for all offences committed by him, con- 
trary to the ftatute of provifors, and other a&s of 
praemunire ; and five years afterwards procured an- 
other pardon, under the great feal, for all crimes 
whatever, from the creation of the world to the z 6 th 
of July 1437. V • 

Notwithftanding thefe precautions of thb cardinal, 
the duke of Gloucefter drew up, in 1442, frefii 
articles of impeachment again!): him, and prefented 
them in perfon to the king ; e&rneftly ; iutreatiog 
that judgment might be paffed upon him, according 
to his crimes. The king referred the matter to his 
council, which was at that time compofed principally 
of ecclefiaftics, who extended their favour to the 
cardinal, and made fuch flow progrefs in the bufinefs* 
that the duke, wearied out with their tedious delays 
and fraudulent evafions, dropped the profecution, 
and the cardinal efcaped. 

Nothing could now remove the inveteracy of the 
cardinal againft the duke ; he refolved to deflroy a 
man whofe popularity might become dangerous, and 
whofe refentment he had reafon to dread. The duke 
having always proved a ftrenuous friend to the pub- 
lic, and, by the authority of his birth and ftation, 
having hitherto prevented abfolute power from being 
veiled in the king’s perfon, Winchefter was enabled 
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to gaifi many imrtifens, who were eafily brought to 
concur in the ruin of the prince *. 

To yecoifipHfii this putfptffe, the biflto^tmA.his 
^alrty doiicetted a plan to murder the duke. A psft- 
ltextftttt was ftrtnftJoried to meet at St* EdirtOhdfbUf^ 
ifi *447, where they e*pe&ed he Wduld be entirely 
, at their fiiercy. Haring appealed on the fecowd day 
*<rf the feffiOfts, he was accufed of treafoh, and thrown 
dmo pttfoft*; Where he was found, the next day, 
OfUdty murdered. It was pretended that his deuth 
Ws& natural ; but though his body, which was ex- 
pofed to public view, bore no marks 'Of Outward 
injury, thbre Was little doubt Of hfs haVJftg falfen a 
ihcrifide to the vengeance of his Aiermes. After 
this dreadful eataftrophe, five of his ferVarffs were 
T tried for aldhig him in his treafotls, and condemned 
to be hanged, dtawh, arid quartered. They Wd#e 
fe&riged t^eorttfftglyv cut down aliVe, ftripped naked, 

* Vhe bifhop planned the following fcheme at this time to irritate the 
duke of Gloucefter : ftis duchefs , the daughter of Reginald lord 
C^bhattn, had bdefi accufed of the crime of witchcraft, krtd it W&s pre- 
tttided that* waxen figure of the kfog Was found in her pbffeflidn ; which 
fee, and Her affociatCs, fir Roger Bolingbroke, a prieft, and one Margery 
Jordan of Eye, melted, in a hiagioal manner, before allow fire, with an 
intention of making Henry’s force and vigour wafte away by like tn- 
Tenfible degrees. The acctifation was well c&'lcnktcd to tffFedf the weak 
and credufoui mind of the king, and gfcin belief in an ignorant age. The 
duchefs was brought to trial, with her confederates, and the prifoners 
were pronounced guilty : the duchefs was condemned to do public pe- 
tiihee In London for three days, and to fulfer perpetual tmprHbtftneht ; 
ifle dthers were ^xefcufed. 

The prote&or, provoked at fuch repeated irifults offered to his 
duchefs, made a noble and Rout rcfiftance to thefe moft abomi- 
nable and feameful proceedings, but it unfortunately ended in his 
dfeftrudbbtu 
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and marked with a. knife to be quartered; when 
. the marquis of Suffolk, through a mean and pitiful 
affe&ation of popularity, produced tfaetr pardon, 
and Cured their lives ; the moil barbarous kin$ of 
mercy that can poffibiy be idiaganed ! 

The duke of Gloueefterta death was umvtrfotty 
lamented throughout tbe kingdom. He hid long 
obtained, and deferred the fumame of good* He 
was a lover of his country, the friend of merit, the 
ptote&or of Mafbns, the patron of the teamed, and 
the encourager of every ufeful art. His inveterate 
perfecutor, the hypocritical bifhop, flung with re- 
morfe, Scarcely furvived him two months; when, 
after a k>og life fpent in falfehood and potttics, he 
funk into oblivion, and ended his days hi mifery 
After the death of the cardinal, the* Mafons 
continued to hold their lodges without danger of 

'* The Wickednefs 6f the cardinal’s life, and his mean, bafe, and tin* 
ifnanly death, will ever be a bar againft any vindication of his memory, 
fbr the good which he did while alive, or which the money he had 
amaded cotdd do after his death. When in his laft moments, he was 
heard to utter thefe mean expiefliotis : * Why fhould I die, who am 
4 pofTeflfed of fo much wealth ? If the whole kingdom could fave my life, 
4 I am able by my policy to preferve it, or by my money to putchafe it. 
‘ Will n6t death be bribed, arid money do every thing ?’ The inimitable 
Shakcfpear, after giving a mdft horrible phftttre of defpair, afid a tor- 
tured cortfeierice, in tile perfon of tlie cardinal, introduces king Henry 
to him with thefe fharp. and piercing words : 

* Lord Cardinal, if thou think’ft on heaven’s blifs, , 

‘ Lift Up thy hand, make fignal of tliat hope.* 

■ - — He dies, and makes no fign. * 

Hen. vi. m. 3. 

* The memory of the. wicked {ball rot, but the uujuftly pesfecuted {hall 
‘ 1# had ia everiafting remembrance.’ 

I 2 
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interruption. Henry eftabiifhed various feats of 
learning, which he enriched with ample endowments, 
and diftinguilhed by peculiar immunities; thus in- 
viting his fubje&s to rife above ignorance and bar- 
barifm, and reform their turbulent and licentious 
manners. In 1442, he was initiated into Mafonry, 
and, from that time, fpared no pains to obtain a 
complete knowledge of thd Art. He perufed the 
ancient charges* revifed the constitutions, and, with 
the confent of his council, honoured them with his 
fan&ion*. 

Encouraged by the example of the fovereign, and 
allured by an ambition to excel, many lords and 
gentlemen of the court were initiated into Mafonry, 
and purfued the Art with diligence and afliduity f . 

* A record in the reign of Edward IV. runs thus : 4 The company of 
4 Mafons, being otherwife termed Free-mafons, of auntient (bunding and 
4 good reckoninge, by means of affable and kind meetyngs dyverfe tymes, 

• and as a lovinge brotherhode ufe to doe, did frequent this mutual 

• affembly in the tyme of Henry VI. in the twelfth yeare of his moft 
4 gracious reign, A.D. 1434 .' The fame record fays farther, * That 
4 the charges and laws of the Free-mafons have been feen and perufed by 
'our late foveraign king Henry VI. and by the lords of his moft 
4 honourable council, who have allowed them, and declared, That they 

• be right good, and reasonable to be lio'den, as they have been drawn 
4 out and collected from the records of auntient tymes,* &c. &c. 

From this record it appears, that before the troubles which happened 
in the reign of this unfortunate prince, Free-mafons were held in high 
efthnation. 

f While thefe tranfa&ions were carrying on in England, the Mafons 
were countenanced and prote&ed in Scotland by king James I. After 
his return from captivity, he became the patron of the learned, and a 
zealous encourager of Mafonry. The Scottifh records relate, that he 
honoured the lodges with his royal prefence ; that he fettled a yearly 
revenue of four pounds Scots (an Englifh noble), to be paid by every 
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The king, in perfon, prefided over the lodges, and 
nominated William Wanefleet, bifliop of Winchefter, 
Grand Mafter ; who built, at his own expence, Mag- 
dalene college, Oxford, and feveral pious houfes. 
Eton college, near Windfor, and King’s college, 
Cambridge, were founded in this reign, and fini&ed 
under the dire&ion of Wanefleet* Henry aMb 
founded Chrift’s college, Cambridge ; and his queen, 
Margaret of Anjou, Queen’s college, in the fame 
univerGty. In (hort, during the life of this prince, 
the arts flouriihed, and many fagacious ilatefmen, 
confummate orators, and admired writers, were 
fupported by royal munificence* « 

SECT. IV. 

Hiftory of Mafonryi in the South of England , from 
1471 *01567# 

Masonry continued to flourifh in England till the 
peace of the kingdom was interrupted by the civil 
wars between the two royal houfes of York and 
Lancaster ; during which it fell into an almolt total 
negleft, that continued till 1471, when it again re- 
vived under the aufpices of Richard Beauchamp, 

Ma^er-mafon in Scotland, to a Grand Mafter, chofen by the Grand 
Lodge, and approved by the crown, one nobly born, or an eminent 
clergyman, who bad his deputies in cities and counties, and every new 
brother, at entrance, paid him'alfb a fee. * His office empowered him to 
regulate in the Fraternity what fhouid not come under the cognizance 
of law-courts. To him appealed both Mafon and. lord, or the builder 
and founder ; when at variance, in order to prevent law-pleas ; and in 
his abfence, they appealed to his Deputy Or Grand Warden, that redded 
newt to the premifes, 

* 3 
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bifliop of Sarum ; who had been appointed Grand 
Matter by Edward IV. and honoured with the title 
of Chancellor of the Garter, for repairing the caftle 
and chapel of Wind&r. 

Putting the lhort reigns ©fV Edward V. and Hr* 
chaud III. Mafpnry was on the decline? bpLon the 
acCeffioa of. Henry VII A*D. .1485, it role again 
into efteem, under the patronage, of the Matter and 
Fellow* of the order q£ St. John at Rhode* (now 
Malta), who affem hied their gvao£ lodge fn^yoo* 
and choir Henry their proteflor. \Jndcr the aufpiaes- 
of this prince, the Fraternity once tnore: rerived 
their aflemblies* and Ma&nry xeftuyed its, junftwe 
IJplendor. 

On the 24th of June 1502, a lodge of Matter 
Mafons was formed in the palace, at which the king 
pvefided in perfou aa Grand Matter y who, haring 
appointed John Iflip, abbot of Weftminfter, and Sir 
Reginald Bray, knight pf the garter, hk wM4en*for 
the occafion, proceeded, in ample form, tp the eaft 
end of Weftminfter Abbey, where be laid tbefpunda- 
tion^ftone of that rich mafter-piece of Gothic arebir 
tefture, known by the name pf Henry the Seventh’s 
Chapel. This chapelis fupported by fourteen Gothic 
buttrefles, all beautifully ornamented, and proje&ing 
from the buildings in different angles ; it is en- 
lightened by a double range of windows, which 
throw the light into fuch a happy difpofition, as at 
once to pleafe the eye, and afford a kind of folctmn 
gloom. Thefe buttreffes extend to the roof, and are 
made to ftrengthen it, by being crowned with Gothic 
arches. The entrance is from the eaft end of the 
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abbey, by a flight of bJach marble Heps, under a 
npbJte arch, leading to Hie body of the chapeL The 
gates are of brafs. The ftaUs on each fide are of 
oak, as are alfo the feats, and the payement is black 
apd white marble* The capCftone of this bpildinjy 

was celebrated in is°7* 

. 'binder |he direction 0/ Sir Reginald Bray, die 
palace of Riehntnnd was alfp built, and many other 
(lately works. Brazen-nofe college, Qrfoird, and 
Jf&SSfld St‘. Jpbn’s Cftlifiges, Cambridge, were like- 
^ifr finifted w this feign. 

Henry Y|fl. fucceeded his father in 1509, and: 
appointed Cardinal Wolfey Gnqd Mafler. This' 
prelate built Hampton-ppu,rt, 'Whitehall, Cbrift- 
cbnrch college, Qxferd, and feveral other nphk edi- 
fices ; all of which, upon his difgrace, were forfeited 
to the crown, A-R >530. Thomas, Cromwell, earl 
of Efiex, (succeeded the cardinal is the office of 
Grand Maftpr *, and employed the Fraternity in 
building St. James’s palace, Chrift’s hofpital, and 
Greenwich ea^le. In 1 534, the king apd parliament 
threw off allegiance to, the pope of Rome, and the 
king being declared fupreme head of tike church, no 
lefs than 926 pioha feoufeswere fupprcfled $ many 
of which were afterwards converted into ftately 
manfions for : the nobility and gentry. Under the 
direction of John Toucbet ford Auflley, who, on 
Cromwell’s being beheaded in 1540, had fucceeded. 
to the office df Grand Maher, the Fraternity, were 
employed in buildir^j Magdalene college, Cambridge, 
and feveral other {$&dtures, 

1 4 
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: Edward VI. a minor, Succeeded to the throne in 
1547, 'and his guardian and regent, Edward Sey- 
mour, duke of Somerfet, undertook the management 
of the Mafons, and built Somerfet-houfe in the 
Strand 5 which, on his being beheaded, was forfeited 
to the crown in 1552. JohnPoynet, bifhop of Win- 
chefter, then became the patron of the Fraternity, 
and prefided over the lodges till the death of the 
King in 1553. 

- The Mafons remained without any nominal patron 
till the reign of Elizabeth, when Sir Thomas Sackville 
accepted the office of Grand Mailer. Lodges were 
held* during this period, in different parts of Eng- 
land ; but the General or Grand Lodge affembled 
in York, where the Fraternity were numerous and 
teipe&able. 

: The following circumftance is recorded of Eliza- 
beth : Hearing that the Mafons were in pofleffion 
of feofets which they would not reveal, and being 
jealous of all fecret affemblijps, the fent an armed 
force to York, with intent to break up their annual 
grand lodge *• This deffgn, however, was happily 
fruftrated by the interpofition of Sir Thomas Sack- 
ville; who took care to initiate fome of the chief 
officers which (he had fent on this duty. They joined 
in communication with the Mafons, and made fo 
favourable a report to the queen on their return, that 
(he countermanded her orders, and never afterwards 
attempted to difturb the meetings of the Fraternity. 

* This confirms the obferratioos, in &- former Note, on the exigence 
of the Grand Lodge at York, p. 149. & feq. 
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Sir Thomas Sackville held the office of Grand 
Mailer till 1567, when he refigned in favour of 
Francis RufTcl], earl of Bedford, and Sir Thomas 
GreQiam *, an eminent merchant, diftinguifhed by 
his abilities, and great fuccefs in trade. To the 
former, the care of the brethren in the northern part 

* Sir Thomas Grefham propofed to ere& a building, at his own ex- 
pence, in the city of London, for the fervice of commerce, if the citizens 
would purchafe a proper fpot for that purpofe. His propofal being 
accepted, and feme houfes between Cornhill and Threadoeedle-ftreet, 
which had been purchafed on that account, having been pulled down, on 
the 7th of June 1566, the foundation-ftone of the intended building was 
laid. The work was carried on with fuch expedition, that the whole was 
finifhed in November 1567. The plan of this edifice was formed upon 
that of the Exchange at Antwerp, being, like it, an oblong fquare, with a 
portico, fupported by pillars of marble, ten on the north and fouth tides, 
andfeven on the eaft and weft ; under which flood the fhops, each feven 
feet and a half long, and five feet broad ; in all 120 ; twenty-five on each 
fide eaft and weft, thirty-four and a half north, and thirty-five and a half 
fouth, each of which paid Sir Thomas 4l. 10s. a-year on an average. There 
were likewife other fhops fitted up at firft in the vaults below, but the damp- 
nefs and darknefs tendered them fo inconvenient, that the vaults were 
foon let out to other ufes. Upon the roof flood, at each comer, upon a 
jpedeftal, a graft-hopper, which was the creft of Sir Thomas's Arms • 
This edifice, on its being firft ere&ed, was called limply the Bourfe ; 
but on the 23d of January 1570, the queen, attended by a great number of 
her nobles, came from her palace of Somerfet-houfe in the Strand, and, 
paffing through Tlireadneedle-ftreet, dined with Sir Thomas at his houfe 
in Bifhopfgate-fbreet j and after dinner her Majefty returned through 
Cornhill, entered the Bourfe on the fouth fide, and having viewed every 
part of the building, particularly the gallery which extended round the 
whole ftru&ure, and which was fumifhed with fhops filled with all forts 
of the fineft wares in the city, fhe raufed the edifice to be proclaimed, 
in her prefence, by a herald and trumpet, “ The Royal Exchange and 
on this occafion, it is faid, Sir Thomas appeared publicly in the 
ehaxa&er of Grand Mafter. The original building flood till the fire 
of London, in 1666, when it perifhed araidft the general havoc, but was 
afterwards reftored to its prefent magnificence. 

* 5 
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of the kingdom was ailigned, while the latter was 
appointed to fuperintend the meetings in the fouth 9 
where the fociety had condderably increafed, in eon* 
fcqocnce of the honourable report which had been 
made to the queen. Notwith (landing this new ap* 
pointment of a Grand Mailer for the tbutb, the Ge*- 
neral Affembly continued to meet in the city of York 
as heretofore, where all the records were kept ; and 
to this aflembly appeals were made on every . important 
occafion. 


SECT. V. 

Progrefs of Mafotiry in the South of England froin the 
Reign of Elizabeth to the Fire of London in 1 666. 

The queen being affured that the Fraternity were 
compofedof fkilful architects and lovers of the arts, 
and that date-affairs were points in which they never 
interfered, was perfe&ly reconciled to their afiem- 
blies, and Mafonry made a great progrefs during 
her reign* Several lodges were held in different 
parts of the kingdom, particularly in London, and 
its environs, where the brethren increafed confider- 
ably, and many great works were carried on under 
she aufpices of Sir Thomas Grefham, from whom the 
Fraternity received every encouragement. > 

Charles Howard, earl of Effingham, fucceeded Sir 
Thomas in the office of Grand Mailer, and continued 
to preffde over the lodges in the froth rill the year 
1588, when George Hadings, ear! of Huntingdon, 
1 1 
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was chofep, who remained in that office till the 
of the queenjn ^603. 

On the demife of Elizabeth, the crowns of Bngt 
land and Scotland we#e united pi hfr fppcedpr Jfunp? 
VjL of Scotland, who was ppophumed king of Epg* 
land, Sppdaipd, and JrpJand, an the 25th of 
1603. M this period, Mafonry flourilhed in bptfr 
kingdoms, and lodges were convened undef tj^e 
patrpnage. Seyeral gentlemen pf ftie iaftfi, whp h ?4 
returned from their travels, full of laudd>le c^uplae 
tion tp revive the old Roman and Grecian Mafw|ry, 
brought home fragments of old column?, curfppf 
drawings, and books of architecture, jAmong 
number was the celebrated Inigo Jones, &>n of Inigp 
Jones, a citizen of London ; who was put apprentice 
to a joiner, and had a natural talie for the art pf.de* 
figning. Being firft renowned fof his # 4 J 1 in lapdr 
fcape painting, he was patronized by the learned Wil- 
liam Herbert, afterward earl of Pembroke. JJaving 
made the tpur of Italy at his lordflpp’s expense, and 
% improved under fpme pf the belt difioiples pf the fy r 
mous Andrea Palladio, on hi? return to England he 
laid a£de the pencil, and confining his ftudy to ?rcbi- 
te&ure, became the Vitruvius of Britain, and the 
rival of Palladio. 

This celebrated artift was appointed general Pur- 
veyor tp king James I., under whole aufpices the 
feience pf Masonry flourilhed* He was nominated 
Grand Mafier of England *, and was deputized by 

• The Grand Matter of the North bears the tide of Grand Mafier of 
ail England, which may probably have been occafioned by the title of 
i 6 
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his fovereign toprefide over the lodges. During his 
adminiftration, feveral learned men were initiated 
into the Order, and the Society confiderably in- 
creafed in confequenfce and reputation. Ingenious 
artifts daily reforted to England, where they met with 
great encouragement ; lodges were inftituted as fe- 
minaries of inftru&ion in the fciences and polite arts, 
after the model of the Italian fchools ; the commu- 
nications of the Fraternity were eftablilhed •, and the 
annual feftivals regularly obferved. 

Many curious and magnificent ftru&ures were 
finifhed under the dire&ion of this accomplilhed ar- 
chiteft ; and, among the reft, he was employed, by 
command of the fovereign, to plan a new palace at 
Whitehall, worthy the refidence of the kings of Eng- 
land, which he accordingly executed ; but for want 
of a parliamentary fund, no more of the plan than 
the prefent Banqueting-houfe was finifhed. In 1607, 
the foundation-ftone of this elegant piece of true 
Mafonry was laid by king James, in prefence of 
Grand Matter Jones, and his Wardens, William 
Herbert earl of Pembroke, and Nicholas Stone efq. 
Mafter-mafon of England, who were attended by 
many brothers, clothed in form, and other eminent 
perfons, who had been invited on the occafion. The 
ceremony was conduced with great pomp and fplen- 
dor, and a purfe of broad pieces of gold laid upon the 
Hone, to enable the Mafons to regale. This building is 

Grand Mqfter of England having been at this time conferred on Inigo 
Jones, and which title the Grand Matters in the South bear to this 
day. 
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faid to contain the fineft fingle room of its extent 
fince the days of Auguftus, and was intended for the 
reception of ambaffadors, and other audiences of 
Rate. The whole is a regular and (lately building, 
of three (lories $ the loweft has a ruftic wall, with 
Small fquare windows, and by its ftrength happily 
ferves as a bafis for the orders. Upon this is raifed 
the Ionic, with columns and pilafters; and between 
the columns, are well-proportioned windows, with 
arched and pointed pediments : over thefe, is placed 
the proper entablature ; on which is raifed a fecond 
feries of the Corinthian order, confiding of columns 
and pilafteis, like the other, column being placed 
over column, and pilafter over pilafter. From the 
capitals are carried feftoons, which meet with mafks, 
and other ornaments in the middle. This feries is 
alfo crowned with its proper entablature, on which 
is raifed the baluftradc, with attic pedeftals between, 
which crown the work. The whole is finely pro- 
portioned, and happily executed. The projection 
of the columns from the wall, has a fine effeCt in 
the entablatures ; which being brought forward in 
the fame proportion, yields that happy diverfity of 
light and (hade fo efiential to true architecture. 
The internal decorations are alfo ftriking. The 
ceiling of the grand room, in particular, which is 
now ufed as a chapel, is richly painted by the cele- 
brated fir Peter Paul Rubens, who was ambafiadot 
in England in the time of Charles I. The fubjeCt 
is, the entrance, inauguration, and coronation of 
king James, represented by pagan emblems v and it 
is juftly efteemedone of the moil capital perform - 
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ances of this eminent matter. It has been pro- 
nounced one of the fined ceilings in the world. 

Inigo Jones continued in the office of Grand 
Matter till 1618, when be was fucceeded by the 
earl of Pembroke ; under whofe aufpices many emi- 
nent, wealthy, and learned men were initialed, and 
the myfteries of the Order held in high eftimation. 

On the death of king James in 1 635, Charles af- 
cended the throne. The earl of Pembroke prefided 
oyer the Fraternity till 1630, when he reiigned in 
favour of Henry Danvers, earl of Dauby *, who was 
fiieoeeded in 1633 by Thomas Howard, earl of 
Arundel, the progenitor of the Norfolk family. In 
1635, Francis Rufiell, earl of Bedford, accepted the 
government of the fociety $ but Inigo Jones having 
with indefatigable affiduity continued to patronize 
the lodges during his lordfiiip’s adminiftration, he 
was re -elected the following year, and continued in 
office till bis death in 1646 *• 


* That lodges continued regularly to afiepable at this time, appears 
from the Diary of the learned antiquary Elias Aflimole, whore he fays : 
4 I was made a Free-mafon at Warrington, Lancafhire, with Colonel 
4 Henry Mainwaring, of Kerthingham, in Chefhire, by Mr. Richard 
4 Penket. the Warden, and the follow crafts, (aU of whom are fpecified,) 
4 on 16th O&ober 1646.* In another place of his Diary He lays : 4 On 
4 March the 10th, 1682, about b bar. poll mend. I received a fuminons 
4 to appear at a lodge, to he held the next day at Mafon’s Hall in Lon- 
4 don. — March 1 1 , Accordingly I went, and about noon were admitted 
4 into the fellowlhip of Free-mafons, Sir William Wilfon, km. Captain 
4 Richard Borthwick, Mr. William Woodman, Mr. William Gray, Mr. 
4 Samuel Taylour, and Mr. William Wife. I was tire fenior fellow among 
4 them, it being thirty-five years fince I was admitted. There were 
4 prefen t, befide myfelf, the fellows after named ; Mr. Thomas Wife, 
4 mailer of the Mafons’ company this prefent year, Mr. Thomas Short- 
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The tafte of this celebrated architect was dif- 
played in aanjr curious and elegant ftru&ures, both 

‘ and J more old Free-mafons. We all dined a^ the Half-moon 

* Tavern, Cheapfide, at a noble dinner prepared at the charge of the new 

* accepted Mafons .* 

An old record of the Society deforibes a coat of arms much the feme 
with that of the London company of freemen Mafons ; whence it is ge- 
nerally believed that this company is a branch of that ancieut Fraternity ; 
and in former times, no man, it alfo appears, was' made free of that com- 
pany, until he was initiated in fome lodge of free and accepted Mafons, as 
a necefliury qualification. This pra&ice dill prevails in Scotland among 
the operative Mafons. 

The writer of Mr. Afhmole’s Life, who was not a Mafon, before hip 
Hiftory of Berkfhire, p. 6. gives the following account of Mafonry ; 

“ He (Mr. Aihmole) was ele&cd a brother of the company of Free- 
“ mafons j a favour efteemed fo lingular by the Members, that king? 
“ themfelves have not difdained to enter tlierafelves of this Society. Frojn 
“ thefe are derived the adopted Mafons, accepted Mafons, or Frce r 
“ mafons ; who are known to one another all over the world, by certain 
** /ig?uils and watch words known to them alone. They have feveral 
“ lodges in different countries for tl*eir reception ; and wlwn any of the^i 
“ fall into decay, the brotherhood is to relieve them. The manner qf 
“ their adoption or adraiflion is very formal and folemn, and with the a4- 
44 miniflralion of an oath of fecrecy, which has had better fate titan ajl 
44 other oaths, and has ever been moft teligieufly ohferved : nor has tfee 
4 4 world been yet able, by the inadvertency, furprife, or folly of any of i^s 
“ members, to dive into this myflery, or make the leaft difeovery.” 

In fome of Mr. Afhmole’s manuferipts, there are many valuable co|- 
le&ions relating to the hiftory of the Free-mafons, as may be gathered 
from the letters of Dr. Knipe, of Chrift-church, Oxford, to tlte publifhfr 
of Afltmolc’s Life ; the following extra&s from which will authenticate 
and illuftrate many fa<fts in this hifiory : , 

44 As to the ancient Society of Free- mafons, concerning whom you are 
44 defirous of knowing what may be known with certainty, I fhall only ^11 
. 4< you, that if our worthy brother E. Afhraole, efq. had executed his ip- 
• 4 ‘ tended defign, our Fraternity had been as much obliged to him as $e 
44 brethren of the moft noble Order of the Garter. I would not have yqu 
V furprifed at this expreflion, or think it at all too affuming. The Sovp- 
44 reigns of that Order have not difdained our fcllowfhip, and there hay* 
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in London and the country ; particularly in de- 
figning the magnificent row of Great Queen-ftreet, 
and the weft fide of Lincoln’s Inn Fields, with 
Lindfey-houfe in the centre 5 the late Chirurgeons’- 
hall and theatre, now Barbers’-hall, in Monkwell- 
ftreet ; Shaftefbury-houfe, late the London lying- 
in hofpital for married women, in Alderfgatc-ftreet; 
Bedford-houfe in Bloomlbury-fquare, which is now 
taken down to make room for the new buildings in 

“ been tiroes when Emperors were alio Free-nafons. Wliat from Mr. 
“ Afhraolc’s collection I could gather was, that the report of our Society 
44 taking rife from a bull granted by the pope in the reign of Henry VI. to 
“ fome Italian architects, to travel over all Europe to ered chapels, was 
44 ill-founded. Such a bull there was, and thofe architects were Mafons ; 
“ but this bull, in the opinion of the learned Mr. Aihmole, was confir- 
i€ mative only, and did not by any means create our Fraternity, or even 
“ eftablifh them in this kingdom. But as to the time and manner of 
“ that eftablifhment, fomething I {hall relate from the fame collections. 

(t St. Alban , the proto-martyr, eftablilhed Mafonry here, and from his 
“ time it fiouriihed, more or lefs, according as the world went, down 
4< to the days of king Atheldane, who for the fake of his brother Edwin, 
“ granted the Mafons a charter. Under our Norman princes they fire- 
“ qucntly received extraordinary marks of royal favour. There is no doubt 
t( to be made, that the (kill of Mafons, which was always iranfcendently 
44 great, even in the mod barbarous times ; their wonderful kindi.efs and 
44 attachment to each other, how different foever in condition ; and their 
“ inviolable fidelity in keeping religioufly their fecrets ; mud have ex- 
“ pofed them, in ignorant, trouhlefome, and fuperditious times, to a vad 
4t variety of adventures, according to the different date of parties, and 
44 other alterations in government. By the way, it may be noted, that 
“ the Mafons were always loyal, which exppfed them to great feverities 
44 when power wore the appearance of judice, and thofe who committed 
“ treafon punifhed true men as traitors. Thus, in the 3d year of Henry 
44 VI. an ad pafied to aboliih the fociety of Mafons, and to hinder, under 
44 grievous penalties, the holding chapters, lodges, or other regular af- 
44 femhlies ; yet this ad wa3 afterwards [virtually] repealed j and even 
4f before that’king Henry and feveral lords of his court became fellow* 
•• of the craft.” 
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' the improvement of the Duke of Bedford’s town 
eftate ; Berkcley-houfe, Piccadilly, lately burnt, and 
rebuilt, now in the pofleffion of the duke of Devon* 
fliire j and York-ftairs, at Thames, &c. Befide 
thefe, he defigned Gunneribury-houfe, near Brent- 
ford ; Wilton-houfe in Wiltflrire ; Caftle-abbey in 
Northamptonfhire ; Stoke-park y part of the quad- 
rangle at St- John’s, Oxford * Chari ton-houfe, and 
Cobham-hall, in Kent ; Coles-hill in Berkfliire j and 
the Grange in Hampfhire* 

The breaking out of the civil wars obftru&ed the 
progrefs of Mafonry in England for fome time ; but 
after the Reftoration, it began to revive under the 
patronage of Charles II. who had been received into 
the Order during his exile 

On the 27 th December 1663, a general affembly 
was hdd, at which Henry Jermyn, earl of St. Al- 
ban’s, was ele&ed Grand Mailer ; who appointed 
Sir John Denham, knt. his deputy, and Mr. (after- 
wards Sir) Chriftopher Wrenf, and John Webb,. 

* Some lodges in die reign of Charles II. were conllituted by have 
of the fevered noble Grand M afters, and many gentlemen and famous 
fchalars requeued at this time to be admitted among the Fraternity. 

■f* He was the only fon of Dr. Chriftopher Wren, dean of Windfor, 
and was born in 1632. His genius for arts and fciences appeared early. 
At the age of diirteen, he invented a new aftronomieal inftrument, by the 
name of Pan-organum, and wrote a treatife on the origin of rivers. He 
invented a new pneumatic engine, and a peculiar inftrument of ufe in gno- 
monies, to folve this problem, viz. ‘ On a known plane, in a known ele- 
‘ vation, to defipribe fuch lines with the expedite turning of rundles to 
‘ certain divifions, as by the fhadow the ftyle may fhew the equal hours of 
‘ the day.* In 1646, at the age of fourteen, he was admitted a gentleman 
commonei in Wadhara college, Oxon, where he greatly improved under 
the inftru&ion* and friendfhip of Dr. John Wilkins and Dr. Seth Ward, 
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his. wardens. Several ufeful isgaiatkms * we»e 
nude at this afiembly, for the better government of 
the lodges, and the graateft harmony prevailed 
aaoong the brethren at their various, meetings. 

who were gentlemen of great leajpowg, and afterward promoted by ]dng 
Charles II. to the mitre. His other numerous juvenile productions in 
maternities, prove him ty be a fchqlar of the higheft eminence. He 
aflfiftpd Hr. Scarborough j*?pjwratfon#, w} experiments upon 

the mufples of the human body ; whence are {l^tgl the f |rft iiMflodu&ioi} 
of geometrical and mechanical fpeculatiops^ in ana^opiy. He wrote dlf- 
courfes on the longitude ; on the variations of the magnedcal needle ; 
c&' re nautica veterum ; howto find the velocity of a {hip in failing; of 
the improvement* of gal4$ ; how to rocoyqr wrecks* Be&le thefe^ 
he treated on the convenient way of ufing artillery on ihi^bo^rd ; how to 
build on deep water j how to build a mole into the fea^without Puzzolan 
duft, or cifterna; and of the improvement of river navigation, by the 
joining of rivers. In fhort, the works of CXpehfW* genivp to 

be rather united efforts of a w^qle peptipry, ttyn die ptpd^<ftfoi\ of 
one man. 

* Among Other regulation* made at tfc# aSfenohlj Here the following i 

f 1. That no perfon, of what degree foever, be made or accepted ^ 
‘ Free-mafon unlefs in a regular lodge, whereof one to be a Mailer or a 

* Warden in that limit or divtiipn where fuch lodge b kept, and another to 
‘ be a craftfman in the trade of Free-mafonry. 

‘ 2. Thai no perfon hereafter fhaM he accepted a Free-mafon, but fueh 
( as are of able body, lioneft parentage, good reputation, and an observer 

* of the laws of the land. 

* 3. That no perfon hereafter who (hall be accepted a Free-mafon, (hall 
( be admitted into any lodge or affembly, until he has brought a certificate 

* of the time and place of his acceptation from the lodge that accepted 

* him, unto the Mafter of that limit or divifton where fuch lodge is kept. 

* And the faid Mafter fiiall enrol the fame in a roll of parchment to be 
‘ kept for that purpofe, and (hall give an account of all fuch acceptation^ 
1 at every general affembly. 

* 4. That every perlon who is now a Free-mafon, (hall bring to the 
‘ Mafter a note of the lime of his acceptation; to the end the fame may 

* be enrolled in fuch priority of place as the brother deferves ; and that the 

* whole company and fellows may the better know each other. 
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Thomas Savage, earl of Rivers, having fucceeded 
the earl of St. Alban’s, in the office of Grand Mafter 

in June 1666, Sir Chriftopaer Wren was appointed 
deputy under his lordfhip, in which office he dif- 
tinguifhed himfelf more than any of his predeceffors, 
in promoting the profperity of the few lodges that 
occafionally met at this time ; particularly the old 
lodge at St. Paul’s*, now the lodge of Antiquity, 
which he patronifed upwards of eighteen years. The 
honours which this celebrated character afterwards 
received in the fociety, are evident proofs of the at- 
tachment of the Fraternity toward him. 

* 5 . That far the fafcjre ibfi f*j4 of <b*u be re- 

* gulated and governed by one Grand Mafter, and as mfny Wardens a® 

‘ the faid Society {hall think fit to appoint at every annual geueral 

* affembfy. ' 

< fi. Tly*t I*Q pgrfon fhall fc* a<fcepted, nolefr he be twentjwwe yew 
< old, or more/ • ’ . 1 

Several records of the fociety of this and the preceding reign were loft 
at the Revolution ; and not a fcw were too haftily burnt in : our own 
tkqpa by fane fcmpukmg brothers, from a far of mating tKfeoverie* pre- 
judicial to the interefts of the Order. 

* It appears from the records of the Lodge of Antiquity, that Mr. 
Wren at this time attended the meetings regularly, and that, during Ids 
prefidency, he prefented to that lodge, three mahogany candlcfticks, 
which are ftill preferred, and highly prized, as a mmtntyoi the efteem of 
the honourable donor. 
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SECT. VI. 

The Hi/lory of Mafonry in England from the Fire of 
Lottdon *, to the Aecejfton of George I. 

The year 1666 afforded a Angular and awful oc- 
cafion for the utmoft exertion of Mafonic abilities. 
The city of London which had been vifited in the 
preceding year by the plague, to whofe ravages, it is 
computed, above 100,000 of its inhabitants fell a 
facrifice f, had fcarcely recovered from the alarm of 
that dreadful contagion, when a general conflagra- 
tion reduced the greateft part of tjie city within the 
walls to allies. This dreadful fire broke out on the 
2d of September, at the houfe of a baker in Pudding- 
lane, a wooden building, pitched on the outfide, as 
were alfp all the reft of the houfes in that narrow 
lane. The houfe being filled with faggots and bru{h- 
wood, foon added to the rapidity of the flames* 
which raged with fuch fury as to fpread four ways 
at once. 

* For many of the particulars contained in this Se&ion, I am indebted 
to Mr. Noorthouck’s edition of the Book of Conftitutions, publlfhed in 
1784 j which, much to the honour of that gentleman, is executed in a 
mafteriy manner, and interfperfed with feveral judicious remarks. 

•f* The ftreets were at this time narrow, crooked, and incommodious j 
the houfes built chiefly of wood, clofe, dark, and ill-contrived; with fe- 
veral ftories projecting beyond each other as they rofe, over the contra&ed 
ftreets. Thus the free circulation of air was obftru&ed, the people 
breathed a ftagnant and unwholefome element, replete with foul effluvia, 
fufficient ofitfelf to generate putrid diforders. From this circumftaace, 
the inhabitants were continually expofed to contagious diforders, and the 
buildings to the ravages of fire. 
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Jonas Moore and Ralph Gatrix, who were ap- 
pointed fuTveyors on this occaGon to examine the 
ruins, reported, that the fire over-ran 373 acres 
within the walls, and burnt 13,000 houfes, 89 pa- 
rilh churches, befides chapels, leaving only 1 1 pa- 
rifhes ftanding. The Royal Exchange, Cuftom- 
houfe, Guildhall, Blackwell-hall, St. Paul’s cathedral, 
Bridewell* the two compters, fifty-two city companies 
halls, and three city gates, were all demoliflied. The 
damage was computed at io,ooo,oool. fterling*. 

After fo fudden and extenfive a calamity, it be- 
came necefiary to adopt fome regulations to guard 
againft any fuch cataftrophe in future. It was 
therefore determined, that in all the new buildings 
to be ere&ed, ftone and brick fliould be fubftituted 
in the room of timber. The King and the Grand 
Matter immediately ordered deputy Wren to draw 
up the plan of a new city, with broad and regular 
ftreets. Dr. Chriftopher Wren was appointed fur- 
veyor-general and principal architefl: for rebuilding 
the city, the cathedral of St. Paul, and all the pa- 
rochial churches enacted by parliament, in lieu of 
thofe that were deftroyed, with other public ftruc- 
tures. This gentleman, conceiving the charge too 
important for a (ingle perfon, fele£led Mr. Robert 
Hook, profeflbr of geometry in Greftiam -college, to 
affift him ; who was immediately employed in mea- 
furing, adjufting, and fetting out the ground of the 
private ftreets to the feveral proprietors. Dr. WrenV 
model and plan were laid before the king and the 


* Amkrfon’* Hiftory of Commerce, voi. ii. p. 130. 
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houfe of commons, and the practicability of tlie 
whole fchepie, without the infringement of property, 
clearly demonft rated: it unfortunately happened, 
however, that the greater part of the citizens were 
abfolutely averfe to alter their old pdfleffions, and to 
recede from building their houfes again on the old 
foundations. Many were unwilling to give up their 
properties into the hands of public traftedS, till they 
Ihould receive an equivalent of more advantage; 
while others exprefied didruft. Every means were 
tried to convince the citizens* that by removing all 
the church-yards, gardens* &c. to the oiifcfkirts of the 
city, fufficient room would be given to augment the 
ftreets, and properly to difpofe of the churches, halts, 
and other public buildings to the p£rfe& fattsfaftion 
of every proprietor; but the repfefentation of all 
*thefe improvements had no weight. The citizens 
chofe to have their old city again, under all it$ dif- 
advantages, rather than a new one, the principles of 
which they were unwilling to underftand, and con- 
sidered as innovations- Thus an opportunity Was 
loft, of making the new city the mod magnificent, 
as well as the moft commodioua^far h^»hh and trade, 
of any in Europe. The architect, cramped in the 
execution of his plan, was obliged to abridge his 
fcheme, and exert his utmoft labour, fkili, and inge- 
nuity, to model the city in the manner in which it 
has fmee appeared. 

On the 23d of O&ober 1667, the. king in perfon 
levelled in form the foundation -done of the new* 
Royal Exchange, now allowed to be the fined in 
Europe; and on the 28th of September 1669, it 
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was opOWfed by the lord mayerand aldermen. Round 
the intide of the fquare, above the arcades, and be- * 
tween the windowa, are the Hatties of the fovertigns 
of England. In the centre of the fqtnre, is ere&ed 
the king’s ftatue to the life, in a Cfefarefeti habit of 
white marble, executed in a ma&eriy manner by 
Mr- Gibbons, then grand warden of the Society. 

In 1668, the Cuftom-houfe for the port of Lon- 
don, fituated on the fouth fide of Thames-ftreet, wtfs 
built, adorned With an upper and lower order Of at- 
chitefture. In the latter, are {tone column^ and 
entablement of the Tufcan order : and in the fOrtner, 
are pilafters* entablature, and five pediments of the 
Ionic cfrdtf*. The wings are elevated on columns, 
forming piazzas *, and the length of the building is 
i 89 feet 5 its breadth in the middle, 27 * and at the 
Weft end, 60 feet. / •. 

This year alfo* deputy Wren and his warden . 
Webb ffnifhed the TheattHim Sheldbnium at Oxford, 
defigrted and executed ^t the private expence ^f 
Gilbert Sheldon* archbhhop'of Canterbury, an ex- 
cellent archite&, and able defigner. On the 9th of 
July 1669, the capeftotie of this elegant building was 
celebrated with joy aqd feftivity by the craftfmea, 
*and an elegant oration delivered on the occafion by 
Dr. South. 

Deputy Wren,^t the fame time, built, at the ex- 
pence of the Urtiverfity, that other mafter-piece of 
frctdte&ure, the pretty mufeum, near this theatre. 

In 1671, Mr.' Wren began to build that grdat x 
^fluted column called the Monument, m memory of 
-ihe bummg amlrebuilding of the city of London. 
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pillar was finifhed in 16 77. It is 
$4 feet J^pbi^han Trajan’s pillar at Rome, and built 
c^ PortliS'ftone, o£ the Doric order. Its altitude,, 
frontthe gdpund, is 202 feet ; the greateft diameter 
of the fh<^ft or body of the column, 15 feet ; the 
ground pfinth, or bottom of the pedeftal, 28 feet 
fquare ; sgid the pedeftal, 40 feet high. Over the 
capital, is' an iron balcony, encompafling a cone 32 
feet high, fupporting a blazing urn of gilt brafs. 
Within is a large ftaireafe of black marble, contain- 
ing/345 fteps, each ftep ten inches and an half broad, 
and fix inches thick. The weft fide of the pedeftal 
is adorned with curious emblems, by the mafterly 
hand of Mr. Cibber, father to the late poet-laureat 
Colley Cibber ; in which eleven principal figures are 
done in alto , and the reft in bajfo relievo . That to 
which the eye is particularly directed, is a female, 
representing the City of London , fitting in a languifh- 
ing pofture, qq a heap of ruins. Behind her, is Time 9 
gradually railing her up ; and at her fide, a woman, 
reprefenting Providence, gently touching her with 
one hand, while, -witlyi winged feeptre in the other, 
ihe dire&s her to regard two goddefies in the clouds; 
one with a cornucopia, denoting Plenty ; the other, 
with a palm branch, the emblem of Peace. At her 
feet is a bee-hive, to (hew that, by induftry and ap- 
plication, the greateft misfortunes may be overcome. 
Behind Time, are the Citizens, exulting at his endea- 
vours to reftore her ; and beneath, in the midft of 
the ruins, is a dragon, the fupporter of the city arms, 
who endeavours to preferve them with his paw. At 
the north end, is a view of the City in flames, the in- 
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habitants in conftemation, with their arms extended 
upward, crying for aihftance. Oppofite the city, on 
an elevated pavement,' ftands th cKing, in a Roman 
habit, with a laurel on his head, and a truncheon in 
his hand ; who, on approaching her, commands three 
pf his attendants to defcend to her relief. The firflr 
reprefents the Sciences , with a winged head, and cir- 
cle of naked boys dancing thereon, and holding Na- 
ture in her hand, with her numerous breads, ready 
to give affiftance to all. The fecond is ArchiteBure , 
wkh a plan in one hand, and a fquarc and pair of 
compares in the other. The third is Liberty , waving 
a hat in the air, and (hewing her joy at the pleafing 
profpeft of the City's fpeedy recovery. Behind the 
King, ftands his brother, the duke of York , with a 
garland in one hand, to crown the riling city, and a 
fword in the other for her defence. The two figures 
behind them, are JuJiice and Fortitude s the former 
with a coronet, and the latter with a reined lion j 
while, under the pavement, in a vault, appears Envy 
gnawing a heart. In the upper part of the back 
ground, the re-conftruGion of the city is reprefented 
by fcaffolds and unfinifhed houfes, with builders at 
work on them. The north and fouth fides of the 
pedeftal have each a Latin inscription, one deferibing 
the defolation of the city, the other its reftoration. 
The eaft fide of the pedeftal has an inscription, ex- 
pre fling the time in which the pillar was begun, con-' 
tinued, and brought to perfe&ion. In one line con- 
tinued round the bafe, are thefe words : “ This 
“ pillar was fet up in perpetual remembrance of the 
w moft dreadful burning of this Proteftant city, be- 
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* gun and carried' pa bythe treachery and malice of 
w the PopiCh fai&iotL, in the begun<ung(pf September 
u in the year of our Lord 1 666 , in order toMifc ear- 
“ rying on their horrid plot for C3ith^ali*ig f The 
** teftaftt rdligioi^ add chi EngJifh liberty* Slid iwtn>- 
w during popery and flarcry.'' This irtferiptipfty 
upon the duke of Trade's aeceffiou to the Crown* Wft# 
erafed ; but, foon after the Revohxtioti, reftoifeid 
again. . ' •’ * — 1 ; 

The rebuilding ©f the city of London was c Mjgo& 
bufly profecuted* and die restoration of Sit. Pftt&g 
Cathedral clai&ed particular attention; DrA ^Pen 
drew feveraj jdefigna, to difcovfcr whatrirould be mrift 
acceptable to the general iafte ; and finding ipegfonq 
©f all degrees declare for magnificence aaidgrandeur^ 
he formed a defign according to the very beft ftHe of. 
Greek" and Roman archite£htre, and caufed a large 
model of it tp be made in wood* hut the biftiopg 
deciding that it was not fuficiently in the cathedral 
ftile, the fimreyor was diddered to amend it, arid he 
then produced, the fcheme of thle prefem ftfcufhire* 
which was honoured with the king’s approbation. 
The original model, however which was only 
the Corinthian order, like St. Peter's at Rome, is. 
ftill kept in an apartment of the cathedral, as a neat 
curiofity. 

In the foundation- ftone* of this magnificent 

cathedral, defigned by deputy Wren, was laid in fo** 

The Pallet with which the king levelled! this fbuncfatkm-ftone, wal 
delWfred by Sir Chriftopher Wren to the old Lodge of St*. Pkul, now the 
Lodge of Antiquity, where it is flill prcfcrved as a great -curiofily. - _ * 
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hmn form by (he King, 8ttu*dfcdby6*and Mailer- 
Rivers,, bis arcbite&s and craftsmen, in the prefetoee 
of the tiobiHty and gentry, the lord mayor and aider— 
men, the bishops and clergy, &c. During the whole ' 
time this ftrudlure was building, Mr. Wren a£led. 
as . matter of the work and forte yor, and was ably 
affifted by his wardens, Mr. Edward Strongand his 
fon. ; ; . 

St. Paul’s cathedral is planned «i the form of a 
long erofs v the walls are wrought ia ruilic, and 
r ftuengthened, as well as adorned, t>y two rows of 
coupled pdafters, one over the other j the lower 
Corinthian, and the upper Compofite. The fpaces 
between the arches of the windows, apd the . artbi- 
I tenure of the lower order, as well as thofe above, 
are filled with a variety of enrichments. 

The weft front is graced with a moft magnificent 
portico,, a noble pediment, and two (lately turrets. 
T-here is a grand flight of fteps of black marble that 
extend the whole length of the portico, which don- 
fifta of twelve lofty Corinthian columns below, and 
eight of the Compofite order above ; thefe are 1 
coupled and fluted. "Die upper feries fupport a* 
I noble pediment, crowned with its acroteria ; and in 
this pediment is an elegant representation in bas* 
' relief of the converfion of St. Paul, executed 1 ; by 
I* Mr. Bird, an artift whole name, on account of this 3 , 
piece alone, is worthy of being tranfmkted to po- 
fterity. The figures are well executed : the mag- 
nificent figure of St. Paul, on the apex of the pe- 
| dimeat, with St. Peter on his right, and St. James 
on his left, produce a fine effefl. The four Evan- 
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gelifts, with their proper emblems, on the front of ' 
the towers, are judiciouily difpofed, and fkilfully 
finifhed ; St. Matthew is diftinguiflied by an angeL; 
St. Mark, by a lion ; St. Luke, by an ox ; and St. . 
John, by an eagle. 

To the north portico, there is an afcent by twelve 
circular fteps of black marble, and its dome is fup- 
ported by fix grand Corinthian columns. Upon the 
dome is a well-proportioned urn, finely ornamented 
with feftoons ; over the urn is a pediment, fupported 
by pilafters in the wall, in the face of which are 
carved the royal arms, with the regalia fupported by 
angels. Statues of five of the apoftles are placed on 
the top, at proper diftances. 

The fouth portico anfwers to the north, and, like 
that, is fupported by fix noble Corinthian columns; 
but as the ground is confiderably lower on this fide 
of the church than the other, the afcent is by a flight 
of twenty-five fteps. This portico has alfo a pedi- 
ment above, in which is a phoenix rifing out of the 
{fames, with the motto, resub gam, underneath it ; 
as an emblem of rebuilding the church. A curious 
accident is faid to have given rife to this device, 
which was particularly obferved by the architect as 
a favoutable omen. When Dr. Wren was marking 
out the dimenfions of the building, and had fixed on 
the centre of the great dome’, a common labourer 
was ordered to bring him a flat ftone from among 
the rubbifh, to leave as a dire&ion to the mafons. 
The ftone which the man brought happened to be 
a piece of a grave-ftone, with nothing remaining of 
the infcription but this Angle word, in large capitals, 
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•f the organ Handing acro&, which forms a heavy 
obftra6lion. The pillars are adorned with columns 
attd pilafters of the Corinthian and Composite orders; 
and the inches of the roof are enriched with flndds, 
feitoahsv chaplets, and other ornaments. In the aifle* 
on one haiid* is die cowfiftory ; and oppofite, on th't 
other, thfe morning prayer chaprf. Thefc have very 
beautiful fereens of carved watnfeot, which are much 
admired. ' 

Over thectntre, where die great aides crofs each 
other, is the grand cupola, of dome,* the vafl concave 
of which infpires a pleafing awe. Under its centre 
is fixed, in the floor, a brafs plate, round which the 
pavement is beautifully variegated ; but the figures 
into which it is formed, can no where be fo well 
feen as from the whifpering-gallery above. Here 
the fpe&ator has at once a full view of the organ, 
richly ornamented with carved work, and the en- 
trance to' the choir dire&ly under it. The two aides 
On die fides of fhe choir, as welt as the choir itfelf* 
aTe inclofed with very fine iron rails and gates. 

The altar-piece is adorned with four noble 'fluted 
pilafters, painted and veined with gold, in imitation 
of lapis laxuliy and their capitals are double gilt. In 
the intercolumniations below, are nine marble pan- 
nels, and above are fix windows, in the two feries. 
The floor of the whole church is paved with marble; 
and within the rails of the altar with porphyry, po- 
lifhed, and laid in feveral geometrical figures. 

In the great cupola, which is 108 feet in diameter, 
the architect feems to have imitated the Pantheon at 
Rome, excepting that the upper order is there only 
K 4 , 
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umbratile, and diftinguifhed by dififcrent coloured 
marbles ; while, in St. Paul’s, it is extant out of the 
wall. The Pantheon is no higher within than it* 
diameter; St. Peter’s is two diameters; the former 
4 hews its concave too low, the latter too high : St. 
Paul’s is proportioned between both, and therefore 
thews its concave every way, and is very lightfome 
by the windows of the upper order. Thefe ftrike 
down the light through the great colonnade, that en* 
circles the dome without, and ferve for the abut- 
ment, which is brick of the thicknefs of two bricks; 
but as it rifes every way five feet high, it has a courfe 
of excellent brick of 18 inches long, banding through 
the whole thicknefs ; and, to make it Hill more fe- 
cure, it is furrounded with a vaft chain of iron, 
ftrongly. linked together at every ten feet. This 
ch^n is let into a channel, cut into the. bandage ' of 
Portland ftone, and defended from the weather by 
filling the groove with lead. The concave was 
turned upon a centre, which was judged neceflary 
to keep the work true ; but the centre was laid 
without any ftandards below for fupport. Every 
ftory of the fcaffolding being circular, and the ends 
of all the ledgers meeting as fo many rings, and truly 
wrought, it fupported itfelf. . 

As the old church of St. Paul had a lofty fpire, 
Pr. Wren was obliged to give his building an alti- 
tude that might fecure it from fyffering by the com- 
parifon, To do this, he made the dome without, 
much higher than within, by railing a ftrong brick 
cone over the internal cupola, fo conftru&ed as to 
fupport an elegant ftone lantern on the apex. This 
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brick cone is fopported by a cupola formed of tim- 
ber, and covered with lead : between which 1 and die 
.cone are eafy ftairs, up to the lantern. Here the 
fpediator may view contrivances that are truly v aftp- 
nilhing. The outward cupola is only ribbed, which 
die architeft thought lefs Qothic than to (lick it full 
of fuch little lights as are in the cupola of St. Peter's* 
that could not without difficulty be mended, and, if 
negle&ed, might foon damage the timbers. As the 
archite& was fenfible that paintings are liable to de- 
cay, he intended to have beautified, the infide of the 
cupola with mofaic work ; which, without the lead 
fading of colours, would be as durable as the build- 
ing itfelf : but in this he was over-ruled, though he 
had undertaken to procure four of the mod eminent 
artifts in that profeffion from Italy, for the purpofe. 
This part, therefore, is now decorated by the pencil 
of Sir James Thornhill, who has reprefented the 
principal pafiages of St. Paul's life, in eight compart- 
ments. Thefe paintings are all feen to advantage 
by means of a circular opening, through which the 
light is tranfmitted with admirable effeft from the 
lantern above ; but they are now cracked, and fadly 
decayed. 

Divine fervice was performed in the choir of this 
cathedral for the firft time pir the thankfgiving day 
for the peace of Ryfwick, Dec. 2, 1697 * 5 and the 
lad done on the top of the lantern laid by Mr. Chrifk 


* Howell's Medulla, Hift. Ang. 
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tophef eft, the fon of the archrteft, in 1710* 
This noble fabric, lofty enough to be difeerned at 
fea eaftward, and at Windfor to the weft, was begun # 
and completed in the fpace of 35 yeaTs, by one ar- 
thiteft, the great Sir Chriftopher Wren ; one prin- 
cipal mafon, Mr. Strong * ami under one bifhop of 
liOncfon, Dr. Henry Gomptbn : whereas St. Peter’s at 
ftome was 155 years in building, under twelve foo 
ceflive archite&s, aifiiled by the police and intereft of 
the Roman fee, and attended by the beft artifts in, 
fculpture, ftatuary, painting, and mofaic work. 

The various part9 of this fuperb edifice I have 
been thus particular in describing, as it reflets ho- _ 
nour o ft the ingenious architect who built it, and as 
there is not an inltance on record of any work of 
equal magnitude having ever been completed by one 
tnaft. 

While the cathedral of St. Paul’s was carrying 
bn as a national undertaking, the citizens did not 
iiegleft their own immediate concerns, but reftored 
fuch of their halls and gates as had been deftroyed. 
tn April 1675, was laid the foundation-ftone of 
the late Bethlehem-hofpital for lunatics, in Moor- 
fields. This is a magnificent building, 540 feet 
long, and 40 broad, befide the two wings, which 
Wete not added until feveral years afterward. The 
middle and ends of the edifice preje£t a little, and 
are adorned with pilafters, entablatures, foliages, &c. 
which, rifing above the reft of the building, have 
each a fiat roof, with a handfome baju (trade of (tone. 
In the centre is an elegant turret, adorned with a 
10 
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fclock, gilt ball, and vane. The whole building is brick 
and (tone, inclofed by a handfome wall, 680 feet long, 
* of the fame materials. In the centre of the wall is a 
large pair of iron gates ; and on the piers on which 
thefe are hung, are two images, in a reclining pof- 
ture, one reprefenting ravtngy the other melancholy , 
madnefs. The expreflion of thefe figures is admirable j 
and they are the workmanfliip of Mr. Cibber, the fa» 
ther of the laureat, before mentioned. This build- 
ing is now deftroyed. 

The College of Phyficians alfo, about this time, dif- 
covered fome taftc in ere&ing their college in War- 
wick-lane, which, though little known, is efteemed 
by good judges a delicate building. 

The Fraternity were now fully employed \ and by 
them the following parilh churches, which had been 
confumed by the great fire, were gradually rebuilt, 
or repaired : 


Allhallows, Bread-ftreet, finifhed 1694 ; and the fteeple completed 
1697- 

Allhallows the Great, Thames-ftreet, 1683. 

AUhallows, Lombard-ftreet, 1 694. 

St. Alban, Wood-ftreet, 1685. 

St. Anne and Agnes, St. Anne’s-lane, Alderfgate-ftreet, 1680. 

St. Andrew’s Wardrobe, Puddledock-hill, 1692. 

St. Andrew’s, Holbom, 1687. 

St. Anthony’s, Watling-ftreet, 1682. 

St. Auguftin’s, Watling-iireet, 1683 j and the fteeple finhhed 1695. 

St. Bartholomew’s, Royal-Exchange, 1679. 

St. Beneditft, Grace-church-ftreet, 1685. 

St. Beaedi&’s, Threadneedle-ftreet, 1673. 

St. Beonet’s, Paul’s Wharf, Thames ftreet, 1683. 

St. pride’s, Fleet-ftreet, 1680 ; and farther adorned in 1699. 
Chrift-cjiurch, Newgate-ftreet, 1687. 

x 6 
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St. Chriftopher's, Threadueedle-ftreet, (fince taken down to make room 
for the Bank,) repaired in 1696. 

fel. Clement Danes, in the Strand, taken down 1680, and rebuilt by Sir 
Chriftopher Wren, 1682. 

St. Clement’s, Eaft Cheap, St. ClementVlane, 1686. 

St, Dennis Back, Lime-ftreet, 1674. 

St. Dunftan's in the Eaft, Tower- ftreet, repaired in 1698. 

St. Edmond’s the King, Lombard-ftreet, rebuilt in 1674* 

St. George, Botolph-lane, 1674. 

St. James, Garlick-hill, 1683. 

St. James, Weftminfter, 1675. 

St. Lawrence Jewry, Cateaton-ftreet, 1677* 

St. Magnus, London -bridge, 1676 ; and the fteeple m 1705. 

St. MaVgaret, Lothbury, 1690. 

St. Margaret Pattens, Little Tower-ftreet, 1687. 

St. Martin’s Ludgate, 1684. 

St. Mary Abchurch, Ab«hurch-lane, 1686. 

St. Mary’s at-hill, St. Mary’s-hill, 1672. 

St. Mary's jMdermary, Bow-lanc, 1672. 

!^t. Mary Magdalen, Old Fifh-ftreet, 1685. 

St. Mary Somerfet, Queenhithe, Thames-ftreet, 1683. 

St. Mary-le-Bow, Cheapfide, 1683. This church was built on the wall of 
a very ancient one in the early time of the Roman colony ; the roof is 
arched, ami fupported with ten Corinthian columns ; but the principal 
. ornament is the fteeple, which is deemed an admirable piece of archi- 
u tenure, not to be paralleled bj that of any other parochial church. It 
rifea from the ground a fquare tower, plain at bottom, and is carried 
up to a confiderable height in this lhape, but with more ornament as it 
advances. The principal decoration of the lower part is the door-cafe ; a 
lofty, noble arch, faced with a bold and Well-wrought ruftic', raifed on a 
plain folid courfe from the foundation. Within the arch, is a portal of 
the Doric order, with well-proportioned columns j the frieze is orna- 
mented with triglyphs, and with fculpture in the metopes. There are 
fome other flight ornaments in this part, which is terminated by an ch* 
gaut cornice, over which rifes a plain courfe, fjom which the dial pro- 
je&s. Above this, in each face, there is an arched window, with Ionic 
pilafters at the tides. The entablature of the order is well wrought ; it 
has the fwelling frieze, and fwpports on the cornice an elegant baluftrade; 
with Attic pillars over Ionic columns. Thefe fuftain elegant fcrolls, on 
whfcb- are placed urns with flames, and from this part the fteeple rifes 
etrcuUr. There is a plain courfe to the height of half the fcrolls, and upon 
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this is raifed an. elegant circular feries of Corinthian columns. Thefe 
fupport a fecond baluflrade with fcrolls; and above there is placed 
another feries of columns of the Compofite order ; while, from the 
entablature, rifes a fet of fcrolls fupporting the fpire, which is placed 
on ballsy and terminated by a globe, on which U fixed a vane. 

St. Mary Woolnoth’s, Lombard-ftreet, repaired in 1677. 

St. Mary, Aldermanbury, rebuilt 1677. 

St. Matthew, Friday-llreet, 1685. 

St. Michael, Bafinghall-ftreet, 1679. 

St. Michael Royal, College-hill, 1694. 

St. Michael, Queenhithe, Trinity-lane, 1 1577- 
St. Michael, Wood-ftreet, 1675. 

St. Michael, Crooked-lane, 1688. 

St. Michael, Cornhill, 1672. 

St. Mildred, Bread-ftreet, 1683. 

St. Mildred, Poultry, 1676. 

St. Nicholas, Cole abbey, Old Filh-ftreet, 1677. 

St. Olave’s, Old Jewry, 1673. 

St. Peter’s, Cornhill, 1681. 4 

St. Sepulchre’s, Snow-hill, 1670. 

St. Stephen’s, Coleraan-ftreet, 1676. 

St. Stephen’s, Walbroob, behind the Manfion-houfe, 1676. Many en- 
comiums have been bellowed on this church for its interior beaufiep. 
The dome is finely proportioned to the church, and divided into 
fmall compartments, decorated with great elegance, and crowned widi 
a lantern ; the robf is aMo divided into compartments, and fuppbrted 
hy noble Corinthian columns raifed on then* pedeftals. This church ’ 
has three aides and a crofs aifle^ is. 7 5 feet long, 36 broad, 34 high, 
and 58 to the lantern. It is famous all over Europe, and juilly 
reputed the mafter-piece of fir Chrillophtr Wren. There is noda 
beauty of which the plan would admit, that is not to be found here in 
.its greateft perfection. 

St. Swithih’s, Canhon-ftreet, 1673. • v 

St. Vedaft, Foller-lane, 1697. 

While thefe churches, and other public buildings, 
were going forward under the dire&ion of Sir 
Chriftopher Wren, king Charles did not "confine his 
improvements to England alone, but commanded 
Sir William Bruce, bart. Grand Mafter of Scotland 
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to rebuild the palace of Holyrood-houfe at Edin- 
burgh 5 which wa§ accordingly executed by that ar- 
chireft in the beft Auguftan ftile. 

During the profecution of the great works above 
defcribed, the private bufinefsof the Sotfety was not 
neglefted ; lodges were held at different places, and 
many new ones conftituted, to which the beft archi- 
tects reforted. 

In 1674, the earl of Rivers refigned the office of 
Grand Ma ft errand was fucceeded by George Villiers* 
duke of Buckingham. He left the care of the bre- 
thren to his wardens, and Sir Chriftopher Wren, 
who ftill continued to aft as deputy. In 1679, the 
duke refigned in favour of Henry Bennet, earl of 
Arlington* Though this nobleman was too deeply 
engaged in ftate-affairs to attend to the duties of Ma- 
fonry, the lodges continued to meet regularly under 
his fanftion, and many refpeftable gentlemen joined 
the Fraternity. 

On the death of the king in 1685, James II. fuc- 
ceeded to the throne 5 during whofc reign the Fra- 
ternity were much neglefted. The earl of Arlington 
dying this year, the lodges met in communication, 
*nd defted Sir Chriftopher Wren Grand Mafter, 
who appointed Gabriel Cibber and Mr. Edward 
Strong * his wardens. Mafonry continued in a de- 
clining ftate for many years, and a few lodges only 
occafionally met in different places. 

* Both thefe gentlemen were members of the old lodge of St. Paul 
with fir Chriftopher Wren, and bore a principal (hare in all the improve- 
ments which took place after the fire of London ; the latter, in particular, 
difplayed his abilities in the cathedral of St. Paul. 
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At the Revolution) the Society was fo much re- 
duced in die fotfth of Engfcutd, that no more than 
feven regQ&lr lodges met in tendon and its fuburbs, 
of which two only were worthy of notice; the old 
lodge bf St, Pattis, over which Sir Chriftopher had 
^refided during the building of that ftrudure ; and 
a lodge at St. ThomasVhofpital, Southwark, over 
•which Sir Robert Clayton, then lord mayor of 
«don, prefided, during the rebuilding of that hofpltal*. 

King William having been privately initiated into 
Mafonry in 1695, approved the choice of Sir Chrif- 
topher Wren as Grand Mafter, and honoured the 
lodges with his royal fan&ion ; particularly one at 
Hampton Court, at which it is faid his majcfty fre- 
quently prfefided during the building of the new part 
of that palace. KenCngton palace was built during 
this reign, und^r the direction of Sir Chriftopher ; 
as were alfo Chelfea-hofpital, and the palace of 
Greenwich ; the latter of which had been recently 
converted into an hofpital for feamen, and finifhed 
after the defign of Inigo Jones. 

At a general aflembly and feaft of the Mafons in 
1697, many noble and eminent brethren were 
prefent ; and among the reft, Charles duke of Rich- 
mond and Lenox, who was at that time Mafter of 
the lodge at Chiehefter. His grace was propofed 
afld elected Grand Mafter for the following year ; 
and having engaged Sir Chriftopher Wren to a£t as 
his deputy, he appointed Edward Strong fenior and 
Edward Strong junior his wardens. His grace con- 

* See the Book of Confutations, 1738, p. 106 , 107 • 
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tinued in office only one year, and was fucceeded by 
Sir Chriftopher, who continued at the head of the 
Fraternity till the death of the king in 1702. 

During the following reign, Mafonry made no con* 
fiderable progrefs. Sir Chriftopher's age and infir- 
mities drawing off his attention from the duties of his 
office, the lodges decreafed, and the annual feftivals 
Were entirely neglefted *. The old lodge at St* 
•Paul's, and a few others, continued to meet regularly* 
“but confided of few members +. To increafe their 
numbers, a propofition was made, and afterwards 
agreed to, that the privileges of Mafonry (hould no 
longer be reftri&ed to operative Mafons, but ex- 
tend to men of various profeffions, provided they were 
regularly approved and initiated into the Order. In 
confequence of this refolution, many new regulations 
took place, and the Society once more rofe into notice 
andefteem., 

SECT. VII. 

Hi/tory of the Revival of Mafonry in the South of 
England . 

On the acceffion of George I. the Mafons in Lon- 
don and its environs, finding themfeives deprived of 
Sir Chriftopher Wren, and their annual meetings 
difcontinued, refolved to cement under a new Grand 
Mafter, and to revive the communications and annual 
feftivals of the Society. With this view, the lodges 
at the Goofe and Gridiron in St. Paul's Church- 
yard, the Crown in Parker's-lane near Drury-lane, 
the Apple-Tree Tavern in Charles-ftreet Covent- 

* Book of Conftitutions, 1738 , p. 108 . •f* Ibid. 
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Garden, and the Rummer and Grapes Tavern in 
Channel-row Weft min ftcr, the only four lodges in 
being in the fouth of England at that time, with 
fome other old brethren, met at the Apple-Tree Ta- 
vern above-mentioned in February 1717 ; and having 
voted the oldeft Mafter-mafon then prefent into the 
chair, conftituted themfelves a ( Grand Lodge pro 
tempore in due form. At this meeting it was refolved 
to revive the quarterly communications of tile Fra* 
temity \ and to hold the next annual aflembly and 
feaft on the 2 4th of June, at the Goofe and Grid- 
iron in St. Paul’s Church-yard, (in compliment to the 
oldeft lodge, which then met there,) for the purpofe 
of ele&ing a Grand Matter among themfelves, till 
they fhould have the honour of a noble brother at 
their head. Accordingly, on St. John the Baptiftfc 
day 1717, in the third year of the reign of king 
George I., the aflembly and feaft were held :at the 
faid houfe ; when the oldeft Mafter-mafon, and the 
Matter of a lodge, having taken the chair, a lift of 
proper candidates for the ofiice of Grand Matter was 
produced : and the names being feparately propofed, 
the brethren, by a great majority of hands, ele&ed 
Mr. Anthony Sayer Grand Matter of Mafons for 
the enfuing year ; who was forthwith inverted by 
the faid oldeft Matter, inftalied by the Matter of the 
oldeft lodge, and duly congratulated by the aflembly, 
who paid him homage. The Grand Mafter then 
entered on the duties of his ofiice, appointed his 
Wardens, and commanded the brethren of the four 
lodges to meet him and his Wardens quarterly in 
communication, enjoining them at the fame time 
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to recommend to all the Fraternity a punduat at* 
tendance on the next annual afFembly and fea (ft. 

Among a variety of regulations which were pro- 
p&Ted and agreed to at this meeting, was the follow* 
hag v 4< That ^the privilege of affanbling as Mafons, 
which had been hitherto unlimited ihoukt be Vetted 
fn certain lodges or aftemblics of Mafons convened 
in certain places % and that every lodge to be here* 
after convened, except the four old lodges at this 
rime extfting, (houid be legally authorised to ad by 
a warrant from rite Grand Matter for’ the time being, 
granted to certain individuals by petition, wkh the 
confent and approbation of the Grand Lodge in 
communication ; and that without fuch warrant no 
lodge ihould be hereafter deemed regular or conftL 
tutional.” In confequence of this regulation, fe- 
veral new lodges were foon after c6nve«ed in differ- 
ent parts of London and its environs, and the Maf* 
sets and Wardens of thefe lodges were commanded 
to attend the meetings of the Grand Lodge, make a 
regular report of their proceedings, and tranfmit to 
die Grand Matter, from time to time, a copy df any 
bye-laws they might form for their own governments 
that no laws eftablifhed among them might be con- 
trary to, or fubverfive of, the general regulations by 
which the Fraternity had been long governed, and 

* A fufficient number of Mafons met together within a certain diftrifty 
with the confent of the fheriff or chief magistrate of the place, were 
empowered, at this time, to make Mafons, and pra&ife the rites of 
Mafonry, without warrant of Conftitution. The privilege was inherent 
in themfelves as individuals ; and this privilege is dill enjoyed by the two 
oki lodges now extant, which a& by immemorial confutation. 
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which had besn &n&ioned by the four LodgC3<)v^en 
convened as a Grand Lodge in 17117. jn 

In compliment to the brethren of the four pjd 
lodges, by whom the Grand Lodge was firil formed, 
it waerefolved, “ That every privilege which they 
-collectively enjoyed by virtue of their immemorial 
rights, they (howkl ftili continue to enjoy.; $nd that 
.no lajw, rule, or regulation to be hereafter made pr 
. paffed in Grand Lodge, fltould ever deprive thempf 
filch privilege, or encroach on any landmark whiflh 
was: at that tiane eftabiifhed as the ftandard of 
rttafontc government.” This resolution being coif- 
firmed,, the old Mafdns in the metropolis, agrecaMy 
to the refotationfldfthe brethren at iarg&vejled all 
their inherent privileges as individuals in the fofir 
old lodges, in ttuft that they would never fuller the 
old charges and ancient landmarks to be infringed. 
The four Old lodges then agreed to extend their pa- 
tronage to every lodge which fhould hereafter be 
conftituted by the Grand Lodge accorditig to the 
new regulations of the Society * and while fuch 
lodges a&ed in conformity to the ancient conftitu- 
tions of the Order, to admit their Mailers and War- 
dens to (halve with them all the privileges of the 
.Grand Lodge, excepting precedence of rank. 

Matters being thus amicably adjufted, the brethren 
of the four old lodges confidered their attendance on 
the future communications of the Society as tmne- 
ceffary ; and therefore, like the other lodges, trailed 
implicitly to their Mailer and Wardens, reiling fa- 
tisfied that no meafure of importance would be 
.adopted without their approbation. The officers of 
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the old lodges, however, foon began to difeover, that 
the new lodges, being equally reprefented with them 
at the communications, might, in procefs of time, (b 
far out-number the old onesj as to have it in their 
power, by a majority, to encroach on, or even fub- 
vert, the privileges of tfie original Mafons of Eng- 
land, which had been centered in the four old lcklgeA, 
with the concurrence of the brethren at large ; 
therefore, they very wifely formed a code of laws 
for the future government of the Society, to which 
was annexed a conditional claufe, which the Gtand 
Matter for the time being, his fucceffors, and the 
Matter of every lodge to be hereafter conttituted, 
were bound to preferve inviolate in all time coming. 
To commemorate this circumftance, it has been cuC- 
tomary fince that time, for the Matter of the oldeft 
lodge to attend every Grand Inftallation; and taking 
precedence of all prefent, the Grand Matter only ex- 
cepted, to deliver the book of the original conftitu- 
tions to the new inftalled Grand Matter, on his en- 
gaging to fupport the ancient charges and general 
Regulations. The conditional claufc above referred 
to, runs thus: 

“ Every annual Grand Lodge has an inherent power 
“ and authority to make new regulations, or to alter 

thefe % for the real benefit of this ancient Fraternity ; 
“ provided always THAT the old land-marks be 
“ carefully preserved : and that fuch alterations 
“ and new regulations be propofed and agreed to at 
“ the third quarterly communication preceding the 
“ annual grand feaft 5 and that they be ottered alfo 
“ to the perufal of all the brethren before dinner, in 
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“ writing, even of the youngeft apprentice ; the appro- 
€t bation and confent of the majority of all the bre- 
u thren prefent, being abfolutely neceflary to make 
" the fame binding and obligatory” 

This remarkable claufe, with thirty-eight regula- 
tions preceding it, all of which are printed in the firft 
edition of the Book of Conftitutions, were approved, 
and confirmed by one hundred and fifty brethren, at 
an annual affembly and feaft held at Stationers-hall 
on St. John the Baptift’s day 1721 ?, and in their 
prefence fubferibed by the Mailer and Wardens of 
the four old lodges on the one part : and by Philip 
duke of Wharton, then Grand Matter; Theophilus 
Defaguliers, M. D. and F. R. S. Deputy Grand 
Matter ; Jofliua Timfon, and William Hawkins, 
Grand Wardens ; and the Matters and Wardens of 
fixteen lodges which had been conftituted between 
1717 and 1721, pn the other part. 

By the above prudent precaution of our ancient 
brethren, the original conftitutions were eftabiilhed 
as the bafis of all future mafonic jurifdi&ion in the 
fouth of England ; and the ancient land' marks, as 
they are emphatically ftyled, or the boundaries fet 
up as checks to innovation, were carefully fecured 
againft the attacks of future invaders. The four old 
lodges, in cohfequence of the above compa&, in 
which they confidered themfelves as a dittinft party, 
continued to aft by their original authority ; and fo 
far from fdrrendering any of their rights, had them 

• See the fiift edkioa of the Book of Cea&talioof, p. St. 
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frequently ratified and confirmed by the whole Fra- 
ternity in <Jrand Lodge aflembled, who always ac- 
knowledged their independent and immemorial power 
to pra&ife the rites of Mafonry. No regulations of 
the Society which might hereafter take place could 
therefore operate with refpe& to thofe lodges, if filch 
uegulatiojis were contrary to, or fubyerfive of, the 
Original conftftutions by which only they were go- 
verned; and while their proceedings were conform- : 
able to thbfe conftitutions, no power known in 
Mafonry. could legally deprive them of any right, or 
privilege which they had ever enjoyed. ~ 

The neoefBty of fixing the original constitutions 
Us the ftandard ‘by which all future -laws in the So* 1 
ciety are to be regulated, was fo clearly anderftood 
and defined by the whole Fraternity at this time, 
that it was eftabKfhed as an unerring rule, at every- 
inftallation, public and private, for many years after-: 
wards, to make the Grand Matter, and the Matters 
ated Wardens jof every lodge* engage to fdpport the 
original conftitutions; to the obfervanoe of which 
alfo^eVery Mafon twas bound at his.irikiatioa. Who- 
ever acknowledges the univerfaUty of Mafenry to be 
its highett glory* mutt admit the propriety of this 
conduft ; for .were no ftandard fixed for the go- 
vernpfiem of the Society, Mafonry might) be expo&d 
tp perpetual variations, which .would effiaSfually de- 
ft no y all the good effe&s that liavc hitherto refulted 
from its univerfality and extended progrefe *. 

* When the earlier editions of this hock M ere printed, the author was 
not fufltdlmly acqulfrtttfd tvfth this part of th^'Tifttoiy 6f Mrffonry in 
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paring the fdmutiftmioti of Mr. S* 7 er, t^3o* 
ciety rnftdc little prpgrefs. Several brethfeo^HMsd^ 

Engltmcl. ' The afcwe.ptrtScukn hare been carefully extta&ed f^jjfciriol 
record* and authentic auhaicripta, and are in many yicdttttO'pRed by 
the old books of the Lodge of Antiquity, as well as the IbA and fecoud 
editions of the Book of Con dilutions. 

Tli€ following account of the four old lodge* may prove acceptable to 
many readers 

1 . The old lodge of St. Paul, new named die Lodge of Antiquity, 

No. J , formerly held at the Goofe and Gridiron 'pi £>t. Paul's Church- 
yard, is dill extant (in 1812), and regularly meets at the Free-mafons 
Tavern in Great Quecn-dreet, Lincoln's-Tnn-Fields, on the fourth 
Wednefday of January, February, March, April, May, O&ober, and 
November* every year. The k)dge i# in a very flourithing date, -and, 
onctej the direction of His Royal Highnefs the Duke of Suflex, now 
poffeffes (bme valuable records and curious ancient relics. , 

2 . The old lodge, No. 2 , formerly held at the crown in ParkerVlane 
in Drury-lane, has been extin& above fifty years, by the death of its 
members* • *i 

. 8 . Ite old lodge, No. 3, formerly held at the Apple-tree Tavern, in 
Charlcsrftreet, Covent Garden, has been dilfolved many years. By the 
lift of Lodges inferted in the Book of Conftitutions printed in 1738, it 
appears that, in February 1 722-3, this lodge was removed to the Queen’s 
Head, in Knave’s Acre, on account of feme difference atr.ongt its mem* 
bei*, jand th^ the members who met there, came under a new cm* 
ftitution | though, fays the Book of Conditutions, they wanted it notj 
and ranked as No. 10 , in the lid. Thus they inconfideratclv renounced 
their former rank under an immemorial conftitution. ; ' . 

4-. The lodge, No. 4, ’formerly held at the Rummer and Grapes Tavern, 
ii| Cfrapimtaow, Welhnindser* was theoae removed to the Horn Tavektt 
in New Palace Yard, where it continued to meet regularly till within thefe 
f)ew years; when, finding thepifelves in a 4eclining ifete, themo»Jb«f^ 
agreed , 40 incorporate with a new and flowifhing lodge under die t riem* 
fUmtionof the- Grgnd Lodge, i milled The &merjtL~h<rttfe Z.arijge,i which 
iomedigtaly aflumed tbeir rank. 1 

■ fodf a;c^u«dipn.thai wilf adroitof fame difeudiou, whether *hy«ofvire 
jujwe obk lodges can, while &ey exift as lodges, fiuyewdcr their r'tgharjl 
as thofe rights feem to have been granted by the old Mafons of thensetPOn 
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the old lodges ; but there appear to have been only 
two new lodges conftituted under bis auipices. 

Mr. Sayer was fucceeded, in 1718, by George 
Payne efq. who was very arduous in recom- 
mending a drift obfervance of the communications* 
He collefted many valuable manufcripts on the fub- 
jeft of Mafonry, and being determined to fpare no 
pains to make himfelf acquainted with the original 
government of the craft, he earneftly defired that the 
brethren would bring to the Grand Lodge any old 
writings or records concerning the Fraternity, to 
{hew the ufages of ancient times. In confequence 
of this general intimation, feveral old copies of the 
Gothic conftitutions were produced, arranged, and 
digefted. 

On the 24th of June 1719, another aflembiy 
and feaft was held at the Goofe and Gridiron 
before-mentioned, when Dr. Defaguliers was una- 
nimoufly elefted Grand Mafter. At this feaft 
the old, regular, and peculiar toafts or healths of 
the Frce-raafons were introduced ; and from this 
time we may date the rife of Free-mafonry on its 
prefent plan in the South of England. The lodges, 
which had confiderably increafed by the vigilance 
of the Grand Mafter, were vifited by many old 


pottft to them in trad ; and an y individual member of the four old lodges 
might obje& to the furrender, and in that cafe they never could be given 
up. The four old bdges always preferved their original power of making , 
pafing, and raifing Mafons, being termed Mailers lodges j while foe 
efoer lodges, for many yean afterwards, had no fuch power, it bavii^ 
been the eufiomto pafs and raiftthe Mafonambte by fomatfoc Grand 
Lo igtonly. X \ 
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Mafons who had long neglefted the Graft, Several no- 
blemen were initiated, and a number of new lodge*; 
constituted. 

At an aficmbly and feaft held at the Goofe and 
Gridiron on the 24th June 1720, George Payne efq* 
was re-cie£tcd Grand Matter, and 4 under his mUdl 
and vigilant administration the lodges eoritinubd i 6 
flouriih. t : r i 

'This year, at fome of the private lodges, to the ira 
reparable lofs of* the Fraternity, feverai valuable 
manufcripts, concerning the lodges, regulations, 
charges,: fecrets, and ufages of Mafons, (particularly 
one .written by Mr. Nicholas Stone, the warden unde# 
Inigo Jones,) were too haftily burnt by feme fcrapu^ 
k>us brethren, who were alarmed at the intended 
publication of the mafbnic canftitution$* - 1 

At a. quarterly communication he! d this year at the 
Goo&and Gridiron, on the feftival of St* John 'the 
Evaaigelift, it was agreed, Thajt, in future, the new 
Grand Mailer (hall be named and propofed to the 
Grand Lodge lome time before the feaft * \ and, if 
approved, and present, he fliall be faluted as Grand 
Mailer *Ac 6 t: and that every Grand Mailer, when he 
is inftalled, {hall have the Sole power of appointing 
his deputy and wardens, according to ancient cuftom. 

At a Grand Lodge held in ample fornrorf Lady- 
day 1721, brother Payne propoied for his fucceflbr^ 
John duke of Montague, at that* time Matter- of d 
lodge. His graee, being prefect, received the com 

<, * By-^n old record of the lodge of Antiquity, it appears that the ney 
Grand Mafter was always propofed and prefented for approbation ih that 
ledge before hwele&iotfm the Ghrand Lodge. J J 7 
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pliments qf the Grand Lodge. The brethren exprefled 
great joy at the profpeft of being once more patro- 
nifed by the nobility 5 and unanitooufly agreed, that 
the next aflembly and feaft fhould be held at Sta- 
tioners’-hall ; apd that a proper number of Rewards 
fhould be appointed to provide the entertainment. 
Mr. Jofiah Villenau, an upholder in, the Borough, 
however, generoufly undertook the whole manage- 
ment of the bufinefs, and received the thanks of the 
Society for his attention. 

While Mafonry was fpreading its influence over 
the Southern part of the kingdom, it was not neg- 
le&ed in the North. The General Aflembly, or 
Grand Lodge at York, continued regularly to meet 
is heretofore. In 1705, under the direction of Sir 
George Temped bart., then Grand Matter, fevejal 
lodges met, and many worthy brethren were initiated 
in York and its neighbourhood. Sir George being 
fucceeded by the Right Hon. Robert Benfon, lord 
mayor of York, a number of meetings of the Frater- 
nity was held at different times in that city, and the 
grand featt during his matter-fhip is faid to have 
been very brilliant. Sir William Robinfon, bart. 
fucceeded Mr. Benfon in die office of Grand Matter, 
and the Fraternity feem to have confiderably increafed 
in the North under his aufpices. He was fucceeded 
by Sir Walter Hawkefworth bart. who governed the 
Society with great credit. At the expiration of his 
mafterfhip, Sir George Temped was ele&ed a fecond 
time Grand Matter 5 and from the time of his elec- 
tion in 1714 to 1735, the Grand Lodge continued 
regularly to aflemble in York under the direction of 


Digitized by Google 



OF MASONRY. 


ti9 


Charles Fairfax efq. Sir Walter Hawkefworth bart. 
Edward Bell efq. Charles Bathurft efq. Edward 
Thomfonefq. M. P. John Johnfon M. D. and John 
Marfden efq. all of whom, in rotation, during the 
above period, regularly filled the office of Grand 
Matter in the North of England. 

From this account, which is authenticated by the 
books of the Grand Lodge in York, it appears, that 
the revival of Mafonry in the South of England did 
not interfere with the proceedings of the Fraternity 
in the North. For a feries of years the moft perfeft 
harmony fubfifted between the two Grand Lodges, 
and private lodges flourished in both parts of the 
kingdom under their feparate jurifdi&ion. The only 
diftin&ion which the Grand Lodge in the North ap- 
pears to have retained after the revival of Mafonry in 
the South, is in the title which they claim, viz. T he 
Grand Lodge of all England s while the Grand 
Lodge in the South paflfes only under the denomina- 
tion of The Grand Lodge of England . The latter, on 
account of its fituation, being encouraged by fome of 
the principal nobility, foon acquired confequence 
and reputation j while the former, reftri&ed to fewer, 
though not lefs refpeQable, members, feemed gra- 
dually to decline. Till within thefe few years, how- 
ever, the authority of the Grand Lodge in York Jias 
never been challenged ; on the contrary, every Ma- 
fon in the kingdom h?s always held it in the higheft 
yeneration, and confidered himfelf bound by the 
charges which originally fprung from that aflembly. 
To be ranked as defeendants of the original York 
M?fons, was the glory and boaft of the bjethtpji ki 

h ? 


Digitized by vjOOOlC 



fLLWTRATlONS 


216 

alm&ft every country where Mafotiry has been regu- 
larly eftabliihed ; and, from the prevalence and uni- 
Verftlity of the idea, that in the city of York Ma* 
k fonry was firft authorifed by charter, the Mafona of 
England have received tribute from the firft ftates 
in Europe. It is much to be regretted, that any fe- 
parate interefts ftioukl have deftrOyed the foeial mfcer- 
courfe of Mafons ; but k isno lefs remarkable than 
true, that the brethren m the North and thofe in the 
South are now in' a manner unknown to each other; 
Notwithftanding the pitch of eminence and fpfendour 
at which the Grand Lodge in London has arrived, 
neither the lodges of Scotland nor Ireland court its 
Correfpondence. This unfortunate eircumftaucehas 
been attributed to the introduction of afew modern 
innovations among the lodges in the* South. * To re* 
move this prejudice, the Grand Lodge havi refolved 
to refume the original praftiCes of the Society, 'and 
have inftituted a Lodge of Promulgation for the more 
regular diffufion of the Art. They have alfo dfta- 
bliftied a friendly intercourse with the Grand Lodge 
of Scotland, which is now imder the banner of His 
Royal Highnefs the Prince 1 of Wates. As to the 
coolnefs which has fubfifted 'between the Grand 
Lodge in York and the Grand Lodge in London, 
another reafon is afiignetf. A ‘few brethren at Yotk 
having,, on fome trivial’ OcCafidn, feceded from their 
ancient lodge, they Applied to London for a warrant 
of conftitution ; and without inquiry into the merits 
of the cafe, their application was honoured. Infread 
of being recommended to the Mother Lodge to be 
teftored to favour, thfcfe brethren were encouraged 
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intbcpr revolt); and permitted* under die bannerol 
the Grand Lodge on London* to open a new lodge 
in the city of York itfelf. This unguarded a&juftly 
offended the Grand Lodge of York, and occa honed 
a breach, which time, and a proper attention to the 
rnks of the Orders ocdy can repak. 

* tv v ; ■ -i ; J •*. 

, . SECT. VHL 

Stftfrj of Mafbfiry from its Revived 'to* tie South of 
• ; ’ 77 EH gland ’tiU tie <De&h of King George I. 

r *The reputation of thje Society being now efta- 
bliffied, many noblemei^ and gentlemen of the firft 
rank ^eSred to be received into the lodges, which in- 
creafed cqnfiderably during the adminiftratlon of Mr. 
Payne. The duties of Mafonry were found to be a 
pteafipg relaxation from the fatigue of bufinefe ; and 
in the lodge, uninfluenced by politics or party, a happy 
union was effected among the molt refpe£lable cha- 
racters in the kingdbrn. ri 

On t{ie 34th of June 1731, Grand Matter Payne 
and his^ wardens, with the former grand officers, and 
the^mafters and wardens of twelve lodges, met the 
Grand Matter ele£l at the Queen’s Arms Tavern in 
St. Paul’s Church-yard # , where the Grand Lodge 
was opened in ample form. Having confirmed the 
proceedings of the laft Grand Lodge, feveral gentle- 
men were initiated into Mafonry at the requeft of the 
duke of Montagu ; and, among the reft, Philip lord 
Stanhope, afterwards earl of Chefterfield. From the 

t ... • J , r 

* * The old lodge of St, Paul*#, 1 now tht Lo%t of Antufiity, having 
been removed hither. 

3 


y Google 



ILLUSTRATIONS 


2*2 

Queen’s Arms the Grand Lodge marched in probed 
fion in their clothing to Stationers*-hail in Ludgate- 
ftreet, where they were joyfully received by one 
hundred and fifty brethren, properly clothed. The 
Grand Matter having made the firft proceflion round 
the hall, took an affe£iionate leave of his brethren \ 
and being returned to his place, the duke of Mon- 
tague was proclaimed his fucceflbr for the enfuing 
year. The general regulations which had been com- 
piled by Mr. Payne in 1731 *, and compared with 
the ancient records and immemorial ufages of the 
Fraternity, were read, and met with general appro- 
bation } after which Dr. Defaguliers delivered an 
elegant oration on Mafonry. 

Soon after his ele&ion the Grand Matter gave con- 
vincing proofs of his zeal and attention, by com- 
manding Dr. Defaguliers and James Anderfon A. M., 
men of genius and education, to revife, arrange, and 
digeft the Gothic conftitutions, old charges, and ge- 
neral regulations. This talk they faithfully executed ; 
and at the enfuing Grand Lodge held at the Queen’s 
Arms St. Paul’s Church-yard, on the 27th of De- 
cember 173 1, being the feftival of St.John the 
Evangelift, the fame was prefen ted for approbation. 
A committee of fourteen learned brothers was ap- 
pointed to examine the manufeript, and make their 
report. On this occafion feveral very inftru&ive 
lectures were delivered, and much ufeful information 
given by a few old Mafons. 

At a Grand Lodge held at the Fountain Tavern in 
the Strand, in ample form, on the 25th of March 

• ite the Book of Conftitutions printed in 7733. 
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1722, the committee reported, that they had perufed 
the manufcript, containing the hiftory, charges, re- 
gulations, &c. of Mafonry, and, after fome amend- 
ments, had approved thereof. The Grand Lodge 
ordered the whole to be prepared for the prefs, and 
printed with all poflible expedition. This order was 
ftriftly obeyed, and within lefs than two years the 
Book of Conftitutions appeared in print, under the 
following title : “ The Book of Conftitutions of the 
u Free-Mafons : containing the Hiftory, Charges, 
" Regulations, &c. of that Moft Ancient and Right 
" Worthipful Fraternity. For the Ufe of the 
“ Lodges.” London, 1723. 

In January 1722-3, the duke of Montagu to- 
figned the office of Grand Mafter in favour of the 
duke of Wharton, who was very ambitious to attain 
it. Hip refignation proceeded from the motive of 
reconciling the brethren to this nobleman, who had 
incurred their difpleafure, by having convened, in 
oppofition to the refolutions of the Grand Lodge on 
the 25th of March, an irregular aflembly of Mafon* 
at Stationers -hall, on the, feftivai of St. John the 
Baptift, in order to gethimfelf elefted Grand Mafter. 
Tbs duke of Wharton, fenfihle of the impropriety of 
his conduft, publicly acknowledged his error; and 
promiling in future a drift conformity and obedience 
to the refolutions of the Society, he was, with the 
general confent of the brethren, approved a6 Grand 
.Mafter eleft for the enfuing year. His grace was 
regularly invefted and inftalled on the 1 7th of Janu- 
ary 1722-3 by the duke of Montagu, and congratu- 
lated by upwards of twenty-five lodges, who were 
L 4 
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prefent in the Grand Lodge on that occafiofi. The 
diligence and attention of the duke of Wharton to the 
duties of his new office foon recovered and efta- 
blifhod his reputation in the Society, and Under his 
patronage hfefenry made a confiderable progrefs in 
: the South of England. During his prefidency, the 
o^ce of Grand Secretary was firft eflablifhed, and 
William ; Cowper efq* appointed, who executed the 
duties of th^t department federal years. 

* The jduke of Buccleugh fucceeded the duke of 
Wharton in 1723. Being abfent on the annual fefti- 
yaj, he was inftailed by proxy at Merchant-taylors’- 
hall, in prefence of 400 Mafons. This; nobleman Was 
jg9 kffs attached to M^fonry than his predecOfTor; 

rhe following year hi$ grace was fucceeded fry 
^theduke of Richmond, under whofe adttriniftraticta 
the Comjmirtee of Charity was in&itutcd*. Lord 

* yiie duke of Buccleugh firft propofed the fch^me of ralfing a general 
Kind for diflreffed Mafons. Lord' Paifley, Dr. Defaguliers, Colonel 
Bought on, and a few other brethren, fupj>orted the dtike*3 propofijtiort ; 
jand the Grand Lodge appointed a committee t^ epnfifier of' the moft ef- 
Jb&ual means of carrying; the fcheme into execution. The report of the 
committee ifras tr^fmitted to the lodges, and afterwards approved by the 
Grand Lodge. The difpofal of the charity was fitfl veiled in feven brc- 
tbriftV; hut thi$s number being found too fmaTl, nine mdrO were added, 
it was afterwards; refobed, that twelve mailers of coat riba ting lodges, In 
rotation, with the Grand Officers, fhould form the Committee; and by 
another regulation fince made, it has been determined, that all Pad 
and Preferrt Grand 'Officer*,. with the Mafters of all regular lodges which 
tiiall hate oontorthnted within twelve months to the charity, ihall be mem- 
bers. of the Committee. 

The Committee meets four times in the year, by viitue of a fummons 
"From the Grand Mafter or his Deputy. The petitions of the brethren who 
-apply for -charity, are confidered^at thefe meetings; and if. the petitioner 
4^ foand a defprvit^j^Jje^, he is jmmediatdy relieved nrkh five poapdl : 
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Ealfley, afterwards eari«f Abtroom* having been ae* 
tire in promoting this new cftahlifhmCflt, w&seledted 
GrandMaftcr in the end of the year 1 725 . Peing in 
the country at the time, his liordrtiip wasinftaHed by 
proxy. During his abfence, Dr. Defaguiliers, whe* 
had beeh appointed his deputy, was very attentive to 
the duties of .his office, by vifiting the lodges, and di- 
ligently promoting Mafonry. On his lordfhip’s re- 
turn to town, the earl of Inchiqyin was propofed to 
fiicceed him, and was elefted in February 17 26 . The 
Society now flouriflaed in town and country, and 
under the patronage of this nobleman the Art was 
propagated with confiderable fuccefs. This period 
was rendered remarkable, by the brethren of Wales 
firft uniting under the banner of the Grand Lodge in 
London. In Wales are found fome venerable remains 
of ancient Mafonry, and many (lately ruins of cailles, 
executed in the Gothic ftyle, which evidently demon- 
(Irate that in former times the Fraternity muft hare 

if the circumftances of iiis cafe are of a peculiar nature, his petition is 
referred to the next Communication, where he a relieved with any fum the 
committee may have fpecified, not exceeding twenty guineas at one time. 
By thefe means the diftreSed have always found ready relief from this ge- 
neral charity, which is folely flip ported by the voluntary contributions of 
different lodges out of their private funds, without being burdenfome ou 
any member of the fociety. 

- Thus the Committee of Charity has been eftablifhed among the Free and 
Accepted Marions in London ; and though the fums annually expended 
to relieve diftrefled brethren have, for fevecal yearapaft, amounted to many 
thousand pounds, there Rill remains a confide rable fum in referve, which 
is continually accumulating by firdh contributions . 

All complaints and informations arc confidered at the Committee of 
Charity, from which * report is made to the next Grand Lodge, where it 
is generally approved. 

L 5 
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met with groat encouragement in that part of the 
ifland. Soon after this union, the office of Provincial 
Grand Matter * was inftituted, and the firft deputa- 
tion granted by earl Inchiquin, on the loth of May 
1727, to Hugh Warburton efq. for North Wales ; 
and on the 24th of June following, to Sir Edward 
Manfell bart. for South Wales. The lodges in the 
country now .began to increafe, and deputations 
were granted to feveral gentlemen, to hold the office 
of Provincial Grand Mafter in different parts of 
England, as well as in fome places abroad where 
lodges had been conftituted by Engliih Mafons ; and 
during the earl of Inchiquin’s mafterfbip, a warrant 
was iffiied for opening a new lodge at Gibraltar. 

Among the noble edifices which were finiihed du- 
ring the prefidency of this nobleman, was that ex- 
cellent ftru&ure the church of St. Martin in the 
Fields ; the foundation-ftone of which, it being a 
royal parifh church, was laid, in the king’s name, on 
the 29th of March 1721, by brother Gibb the archi- 


* A Provincial Grand Matter is the immediate representative of the 
Grand Mailer in the diftri& over which he is limited to prefide ; and being 
invefted with the pewer and honour of a Deputy Grand Mafter in his pro- 
vince, may conftitute lodges therein, if the confent of the Matters and 
Wardens of three lodges already conftituted within his diftri& have been 
obtained, and the Grand Lodge in London has not disproved thereof. 
He wean the clothing of a Grand Officer, and ranks in all public aflem- 
bfies immediately after Paft Deputy Grand Matters. He mutt in perfon, 
or by deputy, attend the quarterly meetings of the Mailers and Wardens 
of the lodges in his diftrtA, and tranfmit to the Grand Lodge, once in 
every year, the proc eedings of thofe meetings, with a regular Hate of the 
lodges under his juriftli&km. His officers are permitted to wear an apron 
lined with blue filk, within the province ; but that privilege does .not ex- 
tend beyondlt* 
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ttfl, In prefence of the Lord Almoner, the fumyor 
general, and a large company olF the brethren. 

SECT. IX. 

Hiftory of Mafonry in England during the Reign <f 
King George II. 

The firft Grand Lodge after the acceffion of 
George II. to the throne, was held at the Devil Ta- 
vern, Temple-bar, on the 24th of June 1727; at 
which were prefent, the earl of Inchiquin, Grand 
Matter, his officers, and the Matters and Wardens of 
forty lodges. At this meeting it was refolved to extend 
the privilege of voting in Grand Lodge to Paft 
Grand Wardens * ; that privilege having been hereto- 
fore reftri&ed to Paft Grand Matters, by a refolution 
of 21ft November 1724 , and to Paft Deputies, by 
another refolution of 28th February 1726. 

The Grand Matter having been obliged to take a 
journey into Ireland before the expiration of his office, 
his lordlhip tranfmitted a letter to William Cowper 
cfq. his Deputy, requefting him to convene a Grand 
Lodge for the purpofe of nominating lord Colerane: 
Grand Matter for the enfuing year. A Grand Lodge 
was accordingly convened on the 19th of December 
1727, when his lordlhip was regularly propofed 
Grand Matter ele&, and being unanimoufly approved, 

• This privilege was certainly a peculiar favour j for the Grand Lodge, 
by the old Conftitutions, could confift only of the Mailers and Wardens of 
regular lodges, with the Grand Matter and his Wardens at their head ; and 
it had been cuftomary even for thefe Officers, at their annual ele&ion, and 
on other particular occafions, to withdraw, and leave the Matters and 
Wardens of the lodges to confult together, that no undue influence might 
warp their opinion. 

L 6 
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on the* 27th of the fame month, was duly inrefted 
with theetifignsof his high office at a grand feaft at 
Mercers’-hall, in the prefence of a numerous com- 
pany of the brethren. His lordfhip attended two 
Communications during his mafterihip, and feemed 
to pay confiderable attention to the duties of his of- 
fice. He conftituted feveral new lodges, and granted 
a deputation to hold a lodge in St. Bernard’s-ftreet, 
Madrid. At the lad Grand Lodge under his h>rd- 
Ihip’s aufpices, Dr. Defaguliers moved, that the an- 
cient office of Stewards might be revived, to affift the 
Grand Wardens in preparing the feaft ; when it was 
agreed that their appointment fliouid be annual, and 
the number reftri&ed to twelve. 

Lord Kingfton fucceeded lord Colerane, and was 
inverted ' with the enfigns of his high office on the 
27th of December 1728, at a grand feaft held at 
Mercers’ -hall. His lordfhip’s zeal and attachment 
to the Fraternity were very confpicuous, not only by 
his regular attendance on the Communications, but 
by a generous prefent to the Grand Lodge, of a cu- 
rious pedeftal, a rich cuffiion with gold knobs and 
fringes, a velvet bag, and a new jewel fet in gold for 
the ufe of the Secretary. During his lordfliip’s ad- 
miniftration, the Society flouriffied at home and 
abroad. Many lodges were conftituted, and among 
the reft, a deputation was granted to George Pomftet 
efq. authoring him to open a new lodge at Bengal. 
Thia gentleman firft introduced Mafonry into the 
Englilh fettlements in India, where it has fince made 
fuch rapid progrefs, that, within thefe few years, up- 
wards of fifty lodges have been conftituted there, 
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eleven of which are now held in Bengal. The annual 
remittances to the charity and public funds of the ; 
Society from this and the other factories of the Eaft 
India Company, amount to a confiderable fum. 

At a Grand Lodge held at the Devil Tavern on 
the 27th of December 1729, Nathaniel Blackerby 
efq., the Deputy Grand Mafter, being in the chair, 
in the abfence of lord Kingfton, produced a letter 
from his lord (hip, authorifing him to propofe the 
duke of Norfolk Grand Mafter for the enfuing year. 
This nomination meeting with general approbation, 
the ufaal compliments were paid to his grace, who, 
being prefent, was faluted Grand Mafter eledl ; and 
at an aflembly and feaft at Merchant-taylors’-halion 
the 29th of January following, duly invefted and in- 
ftalied, according to ancient form, in the prefence of 
a numerous and brilliant company of Mafbns. His 
abfence in Italy foon after his eleftion, prevented him 
from attending more than one Communication du- 
ring his mafterftiip ; but the bu fine fs of the Society 
was diligently executed by Mr. Blackerby his Deputy, 
on whom the whole management devolved. Among 
other fignal proofs of his grace’s attachment to t^ie 
Society, he transmitted from Venice to England the 
following noble prefents for the ufe of the Grand 
Lodge: 1. Twenty pounds to the charity. 2. A large 
folio book of the fined writing paper, for the records 
of the Grand Lodge, richly bound in Turkey and 
gilt, with a curious frontifpiece in vellum, containing 
the arms of Norfolk, amply difplayed, and a Latin 
infcjription of the family titles, with the arms of Ma- 
fonry elegantly emblazoned. 3. Afword of ftate For 
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the Grand Matter, being the old trufty fword of Guf- 
tavus Adolphus king of Sweden, which was next 
worn by his brave fuccefior in war Bernard duke of 
Saxe-Weimar, with both their names on the blade, 
and further enriched with the arms of Norfolk in 
filver on the fcabbard. For thefe prefents his grace 
was voted the public thanks of the Society. 

It is not furprifing that Mafonry fhould flouriih 
under fo refpe&able a banner. His grace appointed 
a Provincial Grand Matter over the lodges in the 
Circle of Lower Saxony, and ettabliflied by deputa- 
tion a Provincial Grand Lodge at New Jerfey in 
America. A provincial patent was alfo made out 
under his aufpices for Bengal. From this period 
we may date the commencement of the confequence 
and reputation of the Society in Europe, as daily ap- 
plications were made for conttituting new lodges, 
and the mott refpe&able characters of the age defired 
their names to be enrolled in our records. 

The duke of Norfolk was fucceeded by lord Love], 
afterwards earl of Leicefter, who was in (l ailed at 
Mercers’-hall on the 39th of March 1731. His lord- 
ship being at the time much indifpofed'with an ague, 
was obliged to withdraw foon after his inflallatiou. 
Lord Colerane, however, a£ted as proxy during the 
feaft. On the 14th of May, the firtt Grand Lodge 
after lord Lovers election was held at the Rofe Ta- 
vern in Mary-le-bone, when it was voted, that in 
future all Patt Grand Matters and their Deputies 
lhall be admitted members of the Quarterly Com- 
mittees of Charity, and that every committee (hall 
have power to vote five pounds for the relief of any 
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diftreffed Mafon ; but no larger fum, without the 
confent of the Grand Lodge in Communication 
being firft had and obtained. This refolution is dill 
in force *. 

During the prefidency of lord Love!, the nobility 
made a point of honouring the Grand Lodge with 
their prefence. The dukes of Norfolk and Rich- 
mond, the earl of Inchiquin, and lords Colerane and 
Montagu, with feveral other perfons of diftin£tion, 
generally attended; and though the fubfcriptions 
from the lodges were inconiiderablc, the Society was 
enabled to relieve many worthy objects with fmall 
fums. As an encouragement to gentlemen to accept 
the office of Steward, it was ordered that in future 
each Steward Ihould have the privilege of nominating 
his fucceifor at every annual grand feaft. 

The moll remarkable event of lord Lovel’s admi- 
niftration, was the initiation of Francis duke of Lor- 
raine, grand duke of Tufcany, afterwards emperor 
of Germany. By virtue of a deputation from his 
lordlbip, a lodge was held at the Hague, where his 
highnefs was received into the Two Firft Degrees of 
the Order. At this lodge, Philip Stanhope, earl of 

Chefteriield, then ambaifador there, prefided ; 

Strickland efq. acted as Deputy, and Mr. Benjamin 
Hadley with a Dutch brother as Wardens. Hi6 
highnefs coming to England the fame year, was ad- 
vanced to the Third Degree at an occafional lodge 
convened for the purpofe at Houghton-hall in Nor- 

* $ce the note in p. 224, 225. 
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folk, the feat of Sir Robert Walpole ; a$ ! waa attb. 
Thomas Pelham, duke of Newcaftle. 

The Society being now in a very floturifhing ftate, 
deputations were granted from England, .for efta- 
UMhing lodges in Ruffia and Spain* * 

Lord Vifcount Montagu was inftalled Grand 
Mailer at an aflembly and feail at Merchant Ta yu 
lors’-hall on the 19th of April 173a. Among Ar 
cjiftinguiihed perfonages prefent on that occafion 
were the dukes of Montagu and Richmond ; the 
earl of Strathmore ; and lords Colerane, Tcynham, 
and Carpenter 5 Sir Francis. Drake and Sir William 
.Keith harts, and above four hundred other brethren. 
At this meeting it was foil propofed to have a coun- 
try feaft, and agreed that the brethren ftiould dine to- 
gether at Hampftead on the 24th of June, for which 
purpofe cards of invitation were fent to federal of 
the nobility. On the day appointed, the Grand. 
Mailer and his Officers,; the dukes of Norfolk and 
Richmond, the earl of Strathmore? lords Carpenter 
and Teynham, and above a hundred other ; brethren, 
met at the Spikes at Hampftead, .where an elegant 
dinner was provided. Soon after dinner, the Grand 
Mailer refigned the chair to lord Teynham, and from 
that time till the expiration, of his office never at- 
tended another meeting of the Society. . His lord- 
£hip granted a deputation for conilituting a lodge at 
Valenciennes in French Flanders, and another for 
opening a new lodge at the Hotel de Bufiy in Paris. 
Several other lodges were alfo conilituted under his 
lordihip’s aufpices ; but the Society was particularly 
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indebted to Thomss Batfon efq. the Deputy Grand 
Matter* who was ^ety attentive to the dudes of his 
office* and carefully fuperintended the government 
of the Craft. 

The earl of Strathmore fucceeded lord Montagu 
in the office of Grand Matter, and being in Scotland 
at the time* was mfialled by proxy at an aflembly at 
Mercersf-haU on the 7th of June 1733^ On the 13th 
of December a Grand Lodge was held at the Devil 
Tavern* at which his lordttupand his officers* the earl 
of Crawford* Sir Robert hfcnfel*. a number of Paft 
Grand Officers* and the Matters and Wardens of 
fifty-three lodges* were prefent. Several regulations x 
wore confirmed at; this meeting refpe&ing the Conti- 
mitt ee of Charity ; and it was determined, that all 
complaints in future to be brought before the Grand 
Lodge* fliould be previoufly examined, by the Comi* 
snittee* and thence referred to the next Communi- 
cation. / < - ' 

The hiftory of the Society at this period affords 
ftw, remarkable inftahees to record. Some ebufiderr 
able donations were colle&ed* add diftributed among 
diftrefled Mafons, to encourage the fettlement of a 
new colony which had been jutt eftabliffied at Geor- 
gia in America. Lord Strathmore (hewed every at- 
tention to the duties of his office* and regularly at*» 
tended the meetings of the : Grand Lodge: under 
his aufpices the Society flourilhed at home and abroad* 
and many genteel prefents were received from the 
Eaft Indies. Eleven German Mafons applied for air- 
thority to open a new lodge at Hamburgh under the 
patronage of the Grand Lodge of England, for which 
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purpofe his lordfhip was plea fed to grant a deputa- 
tion $ and foon after, feveral other lodges were con- 
ftituted in Holland under the Englifli banner. 

The earl of Strathmore was fucceeded by the earl 
of Crawford, who was indalled at Mercers’-hall on 
the 30th of March 1734., Public affairs attra&ing 
his lordftiip’s attention, the Communications during 
his adminidration were negle&ed. After eleven 
months’ vacation, however, a Grand Lodge was con- 
vened, at which his lordfhip attended, and apologized 
for his long abfence. To atone for pad omiflion, he 
commanded two Communications to be held in little 
more than fix weeks. The dukes of Richmond and 
Buccleugh, the earl of Balcarras, lord Weymouth, 
and other eminent perfons, honoured the Grand 
Lodge with their prefence during the earl of Craw-* 
ford’s prefidency. 

The mod remarkable proceedings of the Society 
at this period related to a new edition of the Book of 
Conditutions, which brother James Anderfon was 
ordered to prepare for the prefs } and which made 
its appearance in January 1738, coafiderably en- 
larged and improved. 

Among the new regulations which took place un- 
der the adminidration of lord Crawford, was the 
following : That if any lodge within the bills of mor- 
tality (hall ceafe to meet during twelve calendar 
months, the faid lodge {hall be erafed out of the lid ; 
and if re-indated, (hall lofe its former rank. Some 
additional privileges were granted to the Stewards, 
in confequence of an application for that purpofe ; 
and to encourage gentlemen to ferve the office, it was 
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agreed, that in future all Grand Officers, the Grand 
Mafter excepted, (halt be eie&ed out of that body, 
A few refutations alio palled refpe&ing illegal Co h* 
ventions of Mafons, at which it was reported many 
perfons had been initiated into Mafonry on fmall 
and unworthy confiderations. 

The earl of Crawford feems to have made another 
encroachment on the jurifoi&ion of the Grand Lodge 
in the city of York, by conftituting two lodges 
within their diftri& ; and by granting, without their 
cdnfent, three deputations, one for Lancafhire, a fe^ 
cond for Durham, and a third for Northumberland. 
This circumftance the Grand Lodge in York highly 
refcmed, and ever after feems to have viewed the 
proceedings of the brethren in the South with a jea- 
lous eye; as all friendly intercourfe ceafed, and the 
York Mafons from that moment confidered their in- 
terefts diftin& from the Mafons under the Grand 
Lodge in Londfrn # . 

Lord Weymouth fucceeded the earl of Crawford 
in the office of Grand Mafter, and was inftalled at 
Mercers’-hall on the 17th of April 1735, in prefence 


• In confirmation of the above fiuft, I (hall here infert a paragraph co- 
pied from the Book of Conftitutions publiihed in 1738* After inicrting 
a lift of Provincial Grand Matters appointed for different places abroad, it 
is thus expreffed: “ All thefe foreign lodges are under the patronage of 
M our Grand Mafter of England ; but the old lodge at York city, and the 
<< lodges of Scotland, Ireland, France, and Italy, affe&'mg independency, 
“ are under their own Grand Matters : though they have the fame con- 
“ ftitutioos, charges, regulations, &c. for fubftance, with their brethren of 
England, and are equally zealous for theAuguftan ftile, and the fecrets 
“ of the ancient and honourable Fraternity.” Book of Conflirations 
1798, p. 106. 
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of the duke^of Richmond >artd Athol | the* *3*1* • of 
Crawford, Winchclfea, Balcarras* Wemys, andXou* 
don $ the marquis of Beaumoai y lords Cathcart and 
yere Bertie } Sir Cecil Wray and Sir Edward Man- 
felbarts. and a fpiendid company of other brethren. 
Several lodges were conftituted during lord Wey- 
mouth’s prefidency.; and amang-the 'refti ittae Stew r 
wardsj’-Lodg*. His , lordflup granted a dentation to 
bold a lodge at the feat of th? duke of Richmond at 
Aubigny in France 5 and, undqr this patronage* Ma- 
fonry extended confidently ill foreign countries Ho 
alfo iflTu^d warrants to open a new, lodge at , Liflwtt, 
and another at Savantah <m;Gtorgb^>i*ii^ 
fpf^cial appointment* provincial patents iwere nniio 
outfotSautA America, and:Ga«fcsyin Africa* 

Lord Weymouth never honoured anyof theCona* 
municationt with his prefence during his ptefidcncy; 
but tlns omiflion was left noticed# on account of the 
vigilance and attention of his Deputy* John Ward 
efq. afterward lord tri&ount Dhdky.and Ward, Who 
applied with the utmoft diligence to; promote the in- 
tereft and profperity of the Society. 

One circumftance occurred while lord Weymouth 
was Grand Matter, of which it may be neceflary to 
take notice. The twelve Stewards, with Sir Robert 
Lawley, Matter of the Stewards’ Lodge, at their headi 
appeared for the firft time in their, new badges at a 
Grand Lodge held at the Devil Tavern on the 1 ith 
of December x 73 5 . On this occafion they were not 
permitted to vote as individuals ; but it being after- 
wards propofed that they Should enjoy this privilege, 
and that the Stewards’ Lodge fliould in future be re- 
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prefcntedin Grand Lodge, bytwdveiriembers, maiiy 
lodges objofted to the tneifore As an encroacbment 
on the privilege of every other lodge Mtich hid been 
previoufly conftituted. When the motion was pot 
tip for confirmation* fuch a difturbance enfoed, that 
the Grand Lodge was obliged to be clofed before the 
fentiments of the brethren could be collected on tlj£ 
fubje£t^ Of late years the punCHlio has been waved* 
and the twelve Stewards are now permitted tb vote 
in every Communication as individuals*. 

The earl of Loudon fucceeded lord Weymouth* 
and wds inftalled Grand Mailer at FHhmangers’-hall 
on the 15th of April 1 736. The duke of Richmond*; 
-nr ' 4 - ■ ' t . I *''' ' 1 ' * -* 

** Ifcwaarnat till the year 1770 that this privilege was ftvi&ly warranted-; 
whan, at a Qfand Lodge, oq-ihe 7 th- of February, at the Ciuwnand An- 
chor Tavern in the Strand, the following refoiution pa fled : “As the 
“ right of the Members of the Stewards* Lodge in general to attend the 
* ( Cora mitt ee- ef Charity appears doubtful, no mention of fuch right beirig 
“ male in. the laws of the Society, the Grand Lodge are of opinion, That 
“ they have no general right to attend *> hut it , is hereby resolved. That 
“ the Stewards’ Lodjge be allowed the privilege of fending a number -pf 
“ brethren, equal to any other Four lodges, to every future Committee of 
“ Charity; and that, as the Matter of each private lodge only has a 
“ right to attend, to make a proper diftra&ion between the .Stewards* 
“ lodge and the other lodges, tjiat the Matter and three other members. of 
“ that lodge be permitted to attend at every fuccceding Committee orv he- 
“ half of the faid Lodge.” This refoiution, however, was declared not to 
be intended to deprive any lodge which had been previoufly conftituted, of 
its regular rank and precedence. Nptwkhftanding this exprpfs provifiop, 
a privilege has been lately granted to the Stewards’ Lodge, of taking pre- 
cedence of all the other lodges, the two oldeft not excepted ; a meafqre 
certainly very incompatible with the original conftitutions, and which' can 
never be fan&ioned by the rules of the fociety. Several lodges have 
entered protefts f again# it in their private books ; which at fqme future 
time may have an effe<ft, and probably induce a re-inveftigation of the 
fubjeft. i 
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the carls of, Albemarle and Crawford v lords Har- 
court, Erikine, and Southwell $ Mr. Anftis garter 
king at arms, Mr. Brady lion king at arrtis, and a nu^ 
merous company of other brethren, were prefent on 
this occafion. His lordftiip conftituted feveral lodges, 
and granted three provincial deputations during his 
prefidency, viz. one for New England, another for 
wmth Carolina, and a third for Cape Coaft Caftlein 
Africa. 

The earl of Darnley was ele&ed Grand Mafter, 
and duly inftalled at Fiihmongers’-hail on the 28th 
of April 1 737, in prefence of the duke of Richmond, 
the earls of Crawford and Wemys, lord Gray, and 
many other refpe&able brethren. The mod remark- 
able event of his lordfhip’s adminiftration, was the 
initiation of the late Frederic prince of Wales, his 
prefent majefty's father, at an occafional lodge con- 
vened for the purpofe at the palace of Kew, over 
which Dr. Defaguliers prefid ed as Mafter. Lord 
Baltimore, col. Lumley, thehon. major Madden, and 
feveral other brethren were prefent. His royal high- 
nefs was advanced to the Second Degree at the fame 
lodge ; and at another lodge, convened at the fame 
place foon after, was raifed to the degree of a Mafter 
Mafon. 

There cannot be a better proof of the fiouriihing 
date of the Society at this time, than by adverting to 
the refpe&able appearance of the brethren in Grand 
Lodge, at which the Grand Mafter never failed to 
attend. Upwards of fixty lodges were reprefented 
at every Communication during lord Darnley’s admi- 
niftration \ and more Provincial pateptp were iJTued 
1 1 
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by him* than by any of his predecefiors. Deputations 
were .granted for Montferrat* Geneva* the Circle of 
Upper Saxony* the Coaft of Africa* New York* and 
the Iflands of America *• 

The marquis of Carnarvon* afterwards duke of 
Chandos* fucceeded lord Darnley in the office of 
Grand Matter* and was duly invefted and inftalled 
at an afiembly and feaft held at Fiffimongers -hall o& 
the 27th of April 1738. At this afiembly* the duke 
of Richmond* the earls of Inchiquin* Loudon* and 
Kintore ; lords Colerane* and Gray * and a nume- 
rous company of other brethren* were prefent. The 
marquis (hewed every attention to the Society during 
his prefidency* and* in teftimony of his etteem* pre- 
fented to the Grand Lodge* a gold jewel for the ufe 
of the Secretary ; the device* two crofs pens in a 
knot * the knot .and points of the pens being curioully 
enamelled. Two deputations for the office of Pro- 
vincial Grand Matter were granted by his lordfhip* 
one for the Caribbee Iflands* and the other for the 
Weft Riding of Yorkflnre. This latter appointment 
was confidered as a third encroachment on the jurif- 
didtion of the Grand Lodge in York* and fo widened 
the original breach between the brethren in the North 

* At this time, the authority granted by patent to a Provincial Grand 
Mailer was limited to one year from his firft public appearance in that 
character within his province ; and if, at the erpiration of that period, a 
new ele&ion by the lodges under his jurifdi&km did not take place, fub- 
jeil to th« approbation of the Grand Mailer, the patent was no longer va- 
lid. Hence we find, within the courfe of a few years, different appoint- 
ments to the fame ftation j but the ofHce is now permanent, and the foie 
appointment of the Grand Mailer. 
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and the South of England, that 

all future correfpondefcce between the Grand Lodges 

totally ceafed. 

On the 15th of Auguft 1738, Frederic the Great, 
afterwards king of Prnffia, was initiated into Mafonry 
in a lodge at Brunswick finder the Scots conftitution, 
being at that time Prince Royal. So highly did he 
approve of the inftitution, that, on his acceffion to 
the throne, he commanded a Grand* Lodge to be 
formed at Beklin, and for that purpofe obtained a 
patent from Edinburgh. In this lodge many of the 
German princes were initiated, who afterwards filled 
the office of Grand Mafter, with much honour to 
thetnfelves, and advantage to the Craft- Thus was 
Mafonjy regularly eftabltfhed in Pruffia, and under 
that fanftion it has flourilhed ever fmce. His ma- 
jeJfty’s attachment to the Society foon induced him 
to eftablifli feveral new regulations for the advantage 
of the Fraternity ; and among others, he ordained, 
1. That no perfon (hould be made a Mafon, unlefs 
his character was unimpeachable, and his manner of 
living and profeflion refpeflable. 2. That every 
member (hould pay 25 rix-»dolJar$ (or 4I. $8.) for the 
Firft Degree ; 50 rix -dollars (or 81. 6s.) on his being 
pafled into the Second Degree ; and 100 rix-dollars 
on His being raifed a Mafter-mafon. 3. That he 
(hould remain at lead three months in each Degree ; 
and that every fum received (hould be divided by the ' 
Grand Treafurer into three parts ; one to defray the 
C xpences qf the lodge ; another to be applied tp the 
relief of diftreffed brethren;, and the third to be al- 
lotted to the poor in general. 

12 
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No other remarkable occurrence is recorded to have 
happened during the adminiftration of the marquis of 
Carnarvon, except a proportion for eftabliihing a plan 
to appropriate a portion of the charity to place out 
the ions of Mafons apprentices, which, after a long 
debate in Grand Lodge, was reje&ed *. 

Some difagreeable altercations arofe in the Society 
about this period . A number of diffatisfied brethren 
having feparated themfelves from the regular lodges, 
held meetings in different places for the purpofe of 
initiating perfons into Mafonry, contrary to the laws 
of the Grand Lodge. Thefe feceding brethren taking 
advantage of the breach which had been made in the 
friendly intercourfe between the Grand Lodges of 
London and York, on being ccnfured for their con- 
duit, immediately affumed at their irregular meetings, 
without authority, the character of York Mafons. 
Meafures were adopteito check them, which flopped 
their progrefs for fome time ; but, taking advantage 
of the general murmur fpread abroad on account of 
fome innovations that had been introduced, and which 
feemed to authorise an omiffion of, and a variation 
in, the ancient ceremonies, they rofe again into no- 
tice. This imprudent meafure of the regular lodges 
offended many old Mafons; but, through the media* 
tion of John Ward efq., afterwards lord vifeount 
Dudley and Ward, matters were accommodated, and 
the brethren feemingly reconciled. This, however, 

* Of l.ate years, however, an inftituiion has been fmee eftablUhed under 
the fan&ion of fome of the Brethren, for educating and clothing the foil* 
of Free* mafons in London. 

M 
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proved only a temporary fufpenfion of hoftilitiea^for 
the flan.e foon broke out anew, and gave rife to com- 
motions, which afterwards materially interrupted the 
peace of the Society. 

Lord Raymond fucceeded the marquis of Carnar- 
von in May 1739, and under hi& lordfhip’s aufpices 
the lodges were numerous and refpe&able. Not- 
withftanding the flourifliing Rate of the Society, ir- 
regularities continued to prevail, and feve^a! worthy 
brethren, ftill adverfe to the encroachments on the 
eftablifhed fyftem of the inftitution, feemed to be 
highly difgufted at the proceedings of the regular 
lodges . Complaints were preferred at every fucceed- 
ing committee, and the communications fully em- 
ployed in adjufting differences and reconciling ani- 
mofities. More feceffions taking place, it became 
nec^ffary to pafs votes of cenfure on the moft refrac- 
tory, and ena£t laws to difcourage irregular affocia- 
tions of the Fraternity. This brought the power of 
the Grand Lodge in queftion •, and in oppofition to 
the laws which had been eftablifhed in that affembly, . 
lodges were formed without any legal warrant, and 
perfons initiated into Mafonry for fmall and unworthy 
conGderations. To difappoint the views of thefe de- 
luded brethren, and to diftinguifh the perfons initi- 
ated by them, the Grand Lodge readily acquiefcfed in 
tl*e imprudent meafures which the regular Mafons 
»had adopted, meafures which, even the urgency of 
the cafe could not warrant. Though this had the 
intended effeft, it gave rife to a new fubterfuge. 
The brethren who had feceded from the regular 
lodges immediately announced independency, and af~ 
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famed the appellation of ancient Mafons. They pro*- 
pagated an opinion, that the ancient tenets and pracv 
tices of Mafonry were preserved by them; and that 
the regular lodges, being compofed of modern Ma- 
fbfis>> had: adopted tinu plans, and were not to be con»- 
fidered at a&tng under the old eftabltfliment. To 
countered: the regulations of the Grand Lodge, they 
inftituted a new Grand Lodge in London, profefledly 
on the ancient fyftem, and, contrary to their duty as 
Mafons, under that aflumed banner conilhuted fo 
veral new lodges, in oppofition to the regular efta* 
blifoed authority. Thefe irregular proceedings they 
pretended to juftify under the feigned fan&ion of the 
Ancient Tork Conjlkution , and many gentlemen of re- 
putation, being deceived by this artifice, were intro- 
duced among them, fo that their lodges daily in- 
creafed. Without authority from the Grand Lodge 
in York, or from any other eftablifhed power in Ma^ 
fonry, thefe refra&ory brethren perfevered in the 
meafures they had adopted, formed committees, held 
communications, and even appointed annual feafts. 
Under the falfe appellation of the York banner, they 
gained the countenance of the Scotch and Irifli Ma- 
fons, who, placing implicit confidence in the repre- 
fentations made to them, heartily joined in condemn- 
ing the meafures of the regular lodges in London as 
tending, in their opinion, to introduce novelties into 
the Society, and to fubvert the original plan of the 
ipftitution. The irregular Mafons in London having 
thus acquired a nominal eftabliihment, noblemen of 
both kingdoms* unacquainted with the origin of the 
reparation, honoured them with their patronage* and 
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fome refpeSable names and lodges were added to 
their lift. Of late years, however, the fallacy has 
Jbeen fully dete&ed by the aftive diligence of a few 
zealous brethren, and they have not been fo fuccefs- 
ful ; feveral of their beft members have deferted them, 
and many lodges renounced their banner, who have 
come under the patronage of the Grand Lodge of 
England. It is much to be wiftied, that a general 
union among all the Mafons in the kingdom could be 
effe&ed j and we are now happy to hear that fuch a 
meafure is likely foon to be accomplifhed, through 
the mediation of a noble Brother who rastks high in 
the eftimation of the Brethren, and now fills the firft 
office in the Grand Lodge of England under hi$ 
royal highnefs the Prince of Wales. 

During the prefidency of lord Raymond, no con- 
fiderable addition was made to the lift of lodges, nor 
were the communications often honoured with the 
company of the nobility. His lordfhip granted only 
one deputation for a Provincial Grand Matter during 
his prefidency, viz. for Savoy and Piedmont. 

The carl of Kintore fucceeded lord Raymond in 
April 1 740 *, and, in imitation of his predeceflbr, 
continued to difcourage irregularities. His lordfhip 
appointed feveral provincials : particularly one for 
Ruffia 9 one for Hamburgh and the Circle of Lower 
Saxony, one for the Weft Riding of York, in the 
room of William Horton efq. deceased ; and. one 
for the iflatld of Barbadoes. 

The earl of Morton was eie£ted on the 19th of 
March following, and inftalled with great folemnity 
the fame day at Haberdafhers’-hall, in prefence of a 
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Vefpe&able company of the nobility, foreign ambaffsn 
dors, and others. Several fpafonable laws were palled 
during his lordlhip’s mafterlhip, and fome regulations 
made concerning proceffions and other ceremonies. 
His lordfliip prefented a ftafF of office to the Trea- 
furer, of neat workmanfhip, blue and tipt with gold} 
and the Grand Lodge jefolved, that this officer ffiould 
be annually ele&ed, and, with the Secretary and 
Sword-bearer, be permitted to rank in future as a 
member of the Grand Lodge. A large cornelian 
feal, with the arms of Mafonry, fet in gold, was pre- 
fented to the Society, at this time, by brother Wil- 
liam Vaughan, the Senior Grand Warden} who was 
appointed by his lordffiip Provincial Gra?id Mailer 
for North Wales. 

Lord Ward fucceeded the earl of Morton in 
April 1742. His lordffiip being well acquainted with 
the nature and government of the Society, having 
ferved every office from the Secretary in a private 
lodge to that of Grand Mailer, loll no time in apply- 
ing efie£lual remedies to reconcile the animolities 
which prevailed } he recommended to his officers, 
vigilance and care in their different departments } 
and, by his own condu&, fet a noble example how 
the dignity of the Society ought to be fupported. 
Many lodges, which were in a declining (late, by his 
advice, coalefced with others in better circumllances} 
fome, which had been negligent in their attendance 
on the Communications, after proper admonitions 
were rellored to favour} and others, which perfevered 
in their contumacy, were erafed out of the lift. Thus 
M 3 
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his lordfhip manifefted a fincere regard ior the Al- 
tered of the Society, while his lenity and forbearance 
were tmiverfaBy admired. 

The unanimity and harmony of the lodges feetned 
to be perfeftly redored under his lordfiiip’s admani- 
dration. The Free-mafons at Antigua built a. large 
hall in that ifland for their meetings, and applied do 
die Grand Lodge for liberty to be dyled the 'Great 
Lodge of*$t. John’s in Antigua, which favour was 
granted to them in April 1 744. 

Lord Ward continued two years at the head of the 
Fraternity, during which time he condstufeed many 
lodges, and appointed feveral Provincial Grand Mat- 
ters \ vifci one for Lancader, one for North^ America, 
and three for the ifland of Jamaica. He was fiu> 
ceeded by the earl of Strathmore, during whofe sd- 
miniftration, being abfent the whole tiine,.theuare and 
management of the Society devolved on the other 
Grand Officers, who carefully ftutfied the general 
good of the Fraternity. His torcHhip appointed a 
Provincial Grand Mafter for die ifland of Bermuda. 
, Lord Cranftoun was el e&ed Grand Mader in 
April 1745, and prefided over die Fraternity with 
great reputation two years. Under his aufpites M&- 
'fonry ftHirifhed, feveral new lodges Were conftituted, 
and one Provincial Grand Mader was .appointed for 
Cape Bretafr and Loukboorg. By a refohilhm of 
the Grand Ledge at this time it was ordered, that 
fmblic proceflSons on fead-days Aould be difeenti- 
ntied •, occasioned ? hy fofne mock proceffions, which 
a few difguded brethren had formed, in order to 
burlefque thofe public appearances. 
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£ordByron fucceeded lord Cranftoun, and was 
inftalled at Drapers’-hail on the 30th of April 1747., 
The laws of the Committee of Charky were * by his 
lord&ip?s order, revifed, printed, and diftributed 
among the lodges, and a handfome contribution, to 
riie general charity was received from the lodge at 
Gibraltar* Daring five years that his lordfhip pre- 
fided over’ the Fraternity, no diligence was fpared to 
preferve the privileges of the Order inviolate, to re- 
drefs: grievances, and to relieve diftrefs. When bn-* 
finefs required his lordfhip’s attendance in the coun- 
try, Fotherly Baker, efq. his Deputy) and Secretary 
Reyis, were particularly attentive to the bufinefs of 
the Society. The former was diftinguifhed by his 
knowledge of the laws and regulations \ the latter, 
by his long and faithful fervices. Under the aufpices 
of lord Byron, provincial patents were iflued for 
Denmark and Norway, Perinfylvania, Minorca, and 
New York. 

On the aoth of March 1752, lord Carysfbrt ac- 
cepted the office of Grand Matter. The good effe&s 
of hislordfhip's application to the real interefts 
the Fraternity foon became vifible, by the great ia- 
creafe of the public fund. No Grand Officer ever 
took more pains to preferve, or was more attentive 
to recommend, order and decorum* He was ready, 
on every ©ccafion, to vifit the lodges in perfon, and 
to promote harmpny among the members. Dr. Man- 
ningham, his Deputy, was no lefs. vigilant in the exe- 
cution of his duty. He conftanriy vifited the lodges 
in his lordfhip’s abfence, and u£cd every endeavour 
to cement union among the brethren. The whole • 
m 4 
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proceedings of this a&ive officer wef^ obnfltl^ed 
*<vith prudence, and his candour and affability gained 
him univerfaj efteem. The Grand Matter’s attach- 
ment to the Society was fo obvious, that the brethren, 
in teftimony of theif gratitude for his lord (hip’s great 
fervices, re-elefted him on the jd of April 1753 * 
and, during his prefidency, provincial patents were 
iffiied for Gibraltar, the Bahama iflands, New York, 
Guernfey, Jerfey, Alderney, Sark, and Mann ; alfo 
for Cornwall, and the counties of Worcefter, Glou- 
tetter, Salop, Monmouth, and Hereford. 

At this time the Society in Scotland appears to 
have been in a very flourifliing ftatev Under the a»- 
fpices of George Drummond efq. the Grand Matter 
of the Mafons in that kingdom, the lodges had con- 
fiderably increased in numbers. This gentleman had 
thrice ferved the office of Lord Provoft of Edinburgh, 
and being at the head , of the fenate in that city, he 
was anxious to promote every fcheme which could 
add to the confequence and fplendor of the metro- 
polis of his native country. With this view he 
planned, and afterwards completed, that elegant 
range of building called the New Exchange of 
Edinburgh, the foundation-ftone of which he laid 
on the 13th of September 1753, as Grand Matter* 
An event fo remarkable in the annals of Mafonry 
juftly merits attention, and cannot fail to render an 
account of a ceremony fo fplendid, and conduced 
with fo much regularity, interefting to^cvery brother 
who has the honour of the Society at heart. 

Early in the morning of the day appointed for the 
celebration of this ceremony, a magnificent triune 
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phal arch, in the true Auguftan ftyle, was opened 
to public vie#; it was ereflcd at the entrance lead- 
ing toward the place where the foundation-ftone of 
the intended building was to be laid. In the niches 
between the columns on each fide of the entrance 
were two figures, reprefenting Geometry and Ar- 
chitecture, each as large as life. On the frieze 
of the entablature, which was of the Corinthian or- 
der, were the following words : Quod felix fau- 
stumque sit ; That it may be happy and projperous. 
On the middle pannel of the attic bafe, placed over 
the entablature, was reprefented the Genius of 
Edinburgh, in a curule chair, under a canopy ; on 
her right hand flood a groupe of figures, reprefent- 
ing the lord provoft, magiftrates, and council, in 
their robes ; on her left, was another groupe, repre- 
fenting the noblemen and gentlemen employed in the 
dire&ion of the intended ftru&ure. In front was 
placed the Grand Matter, offering a plan of the Ex- 
change, attended by feveral of his brethren properly 
clothed. The whole was decorated with laurels, bays, 
and oilier ever-greens, interfperfed with feftoons of 
flowers. 

At three o’clock in the afternoon, the feveral 
lodges, with their Matters at their head, met at 
Mary’s chapel in Niddry’s Wind,* and at half pad 
three, the proceffion began to move from the chapel 
in the following order, the city guard covering the 
rear : 


l. Operative Ma foils not belonging to an) lodge prefent. 
3. A band of French horns. 


M S 
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fir. Sk Lodget prefent «rra®ged m follows : *! v --*» ' * 

The military Lodge belonging to General J pbftCou’s regiment. , f 
Thfe Thiftle Lodge. 

The Scots Lodge in Canongate. 

Holyroodhoufe Lodge. 

Vemen Kilwinning Lodge. 

Canongate from Leith Lodge. 

Dalkeith Lodge. 

Lodge of Journeymen Mafons. 

Canongate and Leith, Leith and Canongate Lodge* 

Leith Kilwinning Lodge. 

Canongate Kilwinning Lodge. 

Mary's Chapel Lodge, 

All the brethren properly clothed, and the Matters and Wardens in 
the jewels of their refpe&ive lodges, with their badges of dignity, 
formed the laft rank of each lodge. 

4. Gentlemen Mafons belonging to foreign Lodges. 

5. A band of Hautbois. 

6. The Golden Compaffes, carried by an operative Mafon. 

7. Three Grand Stewards, with rods. 

8. The Grand Secretary, Grand Treafurer, and Graud Clerk. 

<>. Three Grand Stewards, with rods. 

10. The Golden Square, Level, and Plumb, carried by three operative 

Mafons. 

1 1 . A band of French horns. 

12 . Three Grand Stewards, with rods. 

13. The Grand Wardens. 

14. The Cornucopia, and GoHen Mallet, carried by an officer of the 

Grand Lodge, and an operative Mafon. 

15. The Grakd Master, fupported by a Paft Grand Matter, and the 

prefent Subftitute. 

The proceflion was clofed with a body of opera- 
tive Mafons 5 and the whole brethren, amounting 
exattly to 672, walked uncovered. 

At the head of Niddry*8 Wind the cavalcade was 
received by 150 of the military, and a company of 
grenadiers, drawn up in two lines, under arms, 
who efcorted the proceflion ; oile-half of the grena- 
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diers marching in front, and the other half in. die 
tear, with bayonets fixed. As the proceflion pafled 
the city guard, a company was drawn out, with the 
proper officers at their head, who faluted the Grand 
Mafter with military honours, drums beating, and 
muOc playing. When the proceflion reached the 
Parliament Qlofe, the troops formed a line, as did 
alfo the Mafons within that line. The Grand Mafter 
and the officers of the Grand Lodge then made a flop 
at the north-weft corner of the Clofe, and difpatched 
a meflage to the Council-houfe, to acquaint the ma- 
giftrates that the brethren were ready to receive 
them ; on which the lord provoft, magiftrates, and 
council, in their robes, preceded by the city officers, 
with the fword and mace, accompanied by feveral of 
the gentlemen in the diredion of the intended build- 
ings, proceeded through the lines formed by the fol- 
• diers and the Mafons, when the Grand Mafter, pro- 
perly fupported as before, preceded by his officers, 
and having his jewels borne before him, marched to 
the place where the ceremony was to be performed* 
and pafled through the triumphal arch ereded for the 
occafion, the lodges following according to feniority. 
On the weft fide of the place where the ftone was 
to be laid, was ereded a theatre, covered with ta- 
peftry, and decked with flowers, for the lord provoft* 
magiftrates, council, and attendants ; on the eaft was 
eroded another theatre, for the Grand Mafter and 
his officers, on which was fet a chair for the Grand 
Mafter. Before the chair was a table covered with 
tapeftry, on which were placed two filver veflels, 
filled with wine and oil ; die golden jewels, and the 
M 6 
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Cofnucopia, which had been catried in 
The Matters, Wardens, and brethren dfWKPRveral 
lodges were then arranged in galleries* , properly 
fitted up for the occafion. 

The ceremony of laying the ftone now commenced. 
By oVder of the Subftitute Grand Matter, the ftone 
Wfcs flungin a tackle, aftd, after three Tegular ttops, 
let down gradually to the ground, during which the 
M^bnic anthem was fung, accompanied by the mufic, 
all the brethren joining in the chorus. The Grand 
Matter, fupported as before, preceded by his officers, 
and the operative Mafons carrying the jewels, then 
defcended from the theatre to the fpot where the ftone 
lay, and patted through a line formed by the officers 
of the Grand Lodge. The Subftitute Grand Matter 
depofited m the, ftone, in cavities made for the pur- i 
pofe, three medals with the following devices : On 
one fide, was the effigies of the Grand Matter in 
profile, vetted with the ribbon officially worn by him ; 
and in front, a view of the Royal Infirmary, with the 
following infcription : 

G. Drummond, Architect. Scot. 

Svmmvs Magis Edin. ter Cos. 

George Drummond, of the Society of Free Mafons in Scotland , Grand 
M after > thrice Prorvojl of Edinburgh . On the rtverfe was a perfpe&ive 
▼lew of the Exchange, on which was infcribed in the circle, verbi exor- - 
NANDiE civiVMgUE com moditati , For adorning the City , and the con* 
vemency of its Inhabitants ; and underneath. 

Fori novi Edinbvrgensis 
Posito Lapide primo 
Qrdo per Scotiam architectonics 
Excudijussit, 
xiH SEPTEMBRIS 1753. 

The jvrjl Jione of the New Exchange of Edinburgh being laid x the brother • 
hood of Mafons through Scotland ordered this to he Jbruck, 1 3 th Septem- 
ber 1753» 
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iaa^ls coatained the effigies as above, and 
oi^the reveffe the Mafons’ Arms, inclofed within the 
collar of St. Andrew, with the following infcription : 

' . •' In the Lord is all our trust. 

The former Grand Matter and the Subftitute re- 
tiring, two operative Mafons came in their place, an4 
affifted the Grand Matter to turn over the ftone,*»4 
Jay it in its proper bed, with the infcription * under* 

* The following is the infcription on the ftone i 
Georgius Drummondus 
In Architectonica Scotije Repub. 

Curio Maximus 
Urbis Edinbufgi ter Consul 
< Adstantibus fratribus Architectonics ccc. 

PrJESENTIBUS MULTIS REGkl MAGNAT1BUS * 

SENATU ETIAM POPULOQUE EdINENSI 
Et HOMINUM 0RD1NIS CUJUSQUE 
^ MagNA ST1PANTE FREQUENTIA 

CUNCTISQUE PLAUDENTIBUS 

Ad Edinensi um commoditatem 
Et decus tueucum 
AEdifigiorum novorum Principium 
Lafidem hunc posuit 
Guuelmo Alexandro Cos. 

Idibus Septembr. A.D. MDCCLIII. 

JEre Architectonics VMDCCLIII. 

Imperiique GeoRgii II. Britanniarium Regis 
Anno xxvn. 

Tranflated, 

George Drummond, of the Society of Free-Majbm in Scotland. , Grand 
Majler , thrice Provofl of Edinburgh , three hundred brothers Mafons at - 
tending , in prefence of many per fans of d>JHn6tion y the Magijlrates and 
Citizens of Edinburgh, and of people pf every rank an innumerable Mul- 
titude , and all applauding , for the -conveniency of the inhabitants of 
Edinburgh , and the public ornament , as the beginning of the new Build- 
ings, laid this Stone, William Alexander being Provofl , on thi lath 
September 1753, ‘ of the /Era of Mafonry 5753, and of the reign of 
George IL king of Great Britain the 27 th year. 
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moft. The Grand Mafter then taking btsftatkm r 5tf 
the eaft of the Hone, with the Subftitute on tic 
left, and his Wardens In the weft, the operative who 
carried the Square delivered it to the Subftitute, who 
prefented it to the Grand Mafter, and he having ap- 
plied it to that part of the (lone which was fquarej 
Returned it back to the operative. The operative who 
carried the plumb, then delivered it to the Subftitute, 
who' prefented it alfo to the Grand Mafter, and he 
having applied it to the edges of the (tone, holding it 
upright, delivered it back to the operative. In like 
manner, the operative, who carried the level, deli- 
vered it to the Subftitute, and he prefented it to the 
Grand Mafter, who applied it above the (tone in fe- 
veral pofitions, and returned it back to the operative. 
The mallet was then prefented to the Grand Mafter,** 
.who gave three knocks upon the ftone, which was 
followed by three huzzas from the brethren. An 
anthem was then fung, accompanied by the mufic ; 
daring which the cornucopia, and the two filver vef- 
fels containing the wine and oil, were brought down 
to the ftone. The cornucopia was delivered to the 
Subftitute, and the veflels to the Wardens. The an- 
them being concluded, the Subftitute prefented the 
cornucopia to the Grand Mafter, who turned out the 
ears of corn upon the ftone. The filver veflels were 
then delivered by the Wardens to the Subftitute, and 
by him prefented. to the Grand Mafter, who poured 
the contents upon the ftone, faying, « May the bouft- 
* c tiful hand of Heaven fupply this city with abun- 
« dance of corn, wine, oil, and all the other 
“ conveniences of life*” This was fucceeded by 
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alter which an anthem was fung. The 
Grand Mafter then repeated thefe words : u As we 
“ have now laid this foundatiftn-ftone, may the Grand 
cc Architect of the univerfe, of his kind providence, 
€t enable us to carry on and finifti the work which we 
ft have now begun ; may he be a guard to this place, 
c< and the city in general ; and may he preferve it 
“ from decay and ruin to the lateft pofterity.” The 
ceremony was concluded with a (hort prayer for the 
fovereign, the fenate of the city, the Fraternity of 
Mafons, and all the people j the mufic was refumed, 
and die Grand Mafter returned to his chair, amidft 
the plaudits of the brethren. 

The Grand Mafter then addreffed the lord provoft, 
magiftrates, and council, in an appropriate fpeech ; 
in which he thanked them for the honour which they 
had done him in witneffing the a& of laying the 
foundation- (tone of the intended ftru&ure, and ex- 
prefled his earned wifti, that they and thehr fucceffors 
might be happy inftruments to forward the great 
and good work which was now begun, and offered 
fo fair a profpeft of fuccefs j and he fincerely hoped, 
that it might add, not only to the ornament and ad- 
vantage of the city .of Edinburgh, but be the means 
of enforing to them lading honour, and tranfmitting 
their memories to the lated pofterity. He next ad- 
dreffed the undertakers of the work on the .import- 
ance of the truft repofed in them, and recommended 
diligence and induftry to all the workmen who might 
be employed under them. 

The magiftrates then took their leave, and the bre- 
thren refumed the procefiion to the palaco of Holy- 
12 
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tood-houfe, efcorted by the military as before, amidft 
an immenfe crowd of fpeffators. On arriving at the 
palace, the Grand Matter, in the name of himfelf 
and his brethren, returned his molt grateful acknow- 
ledgments to the commanding officer of the troops 
for the afliftance which he had given. The brethren 
then entered the inner court of the palace, and formed 
a fquare, to receive the Grand Matter and his officers 
with all due honour ; who, followed by the lodges 
according % to feniority, proceeded to the great gallery, 
where an elegant entertainment was provided, and 
the greateft harmony prevailed. At nine o’clock in 
the evening the company broke up. 

Such was the regularity obferved throughout the 
ceremony of the day, that notwithftandingthe crowds 
of people who were colle&ed oil. the occafion, the 
whole was concluded without a fingle accident. 

I have been thus minute in the above detail, not 
only that an event of fuch importance to the Society 
might be recorded, but that it might ferve as an ex- 
ample worthy of imitation in ceremonies of a fimilar 
kind, on a future occafion. 

The marquis of Carnarvon (afterward duke of 
Chandos) fucceeded lord Carysfort in the office of 
Grand Matter of England, in March 1754. He be- 
gan his adminiftration by ordering the Book of Con- 
ftitutions to be reprinted, under the infpe&ion of a 
committee, confiding of the Grand Officers, and fome 
other refpe£table brethren. The Grand Matter’s 
zeal and attention to the true interefts of the Society 
were fhewn on every occafion. He prefented to the 
Grand Lodge, a large filver jewel, gilt, for the ufe of 
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flie Treafurer, being crofs keys in a knot, enamelled 
ttith blue ; and gave feveral other proofs of his at- 
tachment. 

Soon after the eleflion of the marquis of Carnar- 
von, the Grand Lodge took into confideration a com- 
plaint againft certain brethren, for aflembling, with- 
out any legal authority, under the denomination of 
ancient mafons ; and who, as fuch, confidered them- 
felves independent of the Society, and not fubjeft to 
the laws of. the Grand Lodge, or to the control of the 
Grand Matter. Dr. Manningham, the Deputy 
Grand Matter, pointed out the neceflity of difcou- 
Tagingfuch meetings, as being contrary to the laws 
of the Society*and openly fubverfive of the allegiance 
due to the Grand Matter . On this representation 
the Grand Lodge refolved, that the meeting of any 
brethren under the denomination of Mafons, other 
than as brethren of the ancient and honourable So- 
ciety of Free and Accepted Mafons eftabliflied upon 
the univerfal fyftem, is inconfiftent with the honour 
and interett of the Craft, and a high infult on the 
Grand Matter and the whole body of Mafons. In 
confequence of this refolution, fourteen brethren* 
who were members of a lodge held at the Ben John- 
fon’s head in Pelham-ftreet, Spitalfields, were ex-r 
pelled the Society, and that lodge was ordered to be 
erafed out of the lift. 

No preceding Grand Matter granted fo many pro- 
vincial deputations as the marquis of Carnarvon. On 
the 7th of O&ober 1755, h* s lordlhip appointed a 
Provincial Grand Matter for Durham, and foon after 
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a very refpeftable lodge was conftituted at Sunder- 
land under his lordfhip’s aufpices. In lefs than two. 
years the following patents were iflued by his lord- 
fliip ; i. for South Carolina 5 2. for South Wales ; 
M§ST sAntigha 5 4. for all North America, where no 
was appointed * 5. for Barbadoes, 
(Mill other his majefty’s iflands to the windward 
of Guadaloupe; 6. for St, Euftatius, Cuba, and St. 
Martin’s, Dutch Caribbee iflands in America; 7. for 
Scilly, and the adjacent iflands ; 8. for all his ma- 
jefty’s dominions in Germany, with a power tochufe 
their fucceffors ; and 9. for the County Palatine of 
Chcfter, and the City and County of Chefter. The 
greater part of thefe appointments appear to hare 
been mere honorary grants in favour of individuals, 
few of them having been attended with any real ad- 
vantage to the Society. 

The marquis of Carnarvon continued to prefide 
over the Fraternity till the 18th of May 1757, when 
he was fucceeded by lord Aberdour ; during whofe 
mafterfhip the Grand Lodge voted, among other 
charities, the fum of fifty pounds to be fent to Ger- 
many, to be diftributed among fuch of the foldiers a* 
were Mafons in prince Ferdinand’s army, whether 
Englifh, Hanoverians, or HeflSans ; and this fum 
was foon after remitted to general Kingfley for the 
intended purpofe. 

Thefe were the principal proceedings of the Fra- 
ternity during the reign of George II., who, on the 
5th ef O&ober 1760, expired at his palace at Ken- 
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fington, in the 77th year 6f his age, and the 34th of 
his reign. x > 

This period feems to have been the golden sera at 
Mafonry in England ; the Sciences were cultivated 
and improved, the royal art was diligently propagated, 
and true archite&ure clearly underitood ; the Era«» 
temity were honoured and efteemed \ the lodge* |>a- 
tronifed by exalted characters ; and charity, huma- 
nity, and benevolence, appeared to be the diftin- 
guifhiog chara&criftics of Mafons. 


SECT. X. 

Hiftory of Mafonry in the Sooth of England from the 
Acceffion of George III. to the End of the Tenr 1779* 

On the 6th of O&ober 1 760, his prefent majefty 
George III. was proclaimed. No prince ever af- 
cendcd the throne, whofe private virtues and amiable 
chara&er had fo juftly endeared him to his people. 
To fee a native of England the fovereign of thefe 
realms, afforded the moft glorious profpedfc of fixing 
our happy conftitution in church and ftate on the 
firmeft bafe. Under fuch a patron die polite arts 
could not fail of meeting with every encouragement ; 
and to the honour of his majefty it is to be obferved, 
that, fince his acceflion to the throne, by his royal 
munificence no pains have been fpared to explore 
diftant regions in purfuit of ufeful knowledge, and 
to diffufe fcience throughout eivery part of his do- 
minions. 
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Mafonry now fiourilhed at home and abroad urt* 
der the Engliih Conftitution, and lord AberdouT con- 
tinued at the head of the Fraternity five years, during 
which time the public feftivals and quarterly com- 
munications were regularly held. His lordfhip 
equalled any of his predeceffors in the number of 
appointments to the office of Provincial Grand Mat- 
ter, having granted the following deputations : 1 . for 
Antigua and the Leeward Caribbee iflands; 2. for the 
town of Norwich and county of Norfolk ; 3. for the 
Bahama Iflands, in the room of the governor de- 
ceafed ; 4. for Hamburgh and Lower Saxony ; 5. for 
Guadaloupe; 6. for Lancafter; 7. for the province 
of Georgia j 8. for Canada ; 9. for Andalufia, and 
places adjacent ; 10. for Bermuda ; 1 1 • for Carolina ; 

1 2. for Mufquitto ffiore ; and 13. for Eaft India. The 
fecond of thefe appointments, viz. for Norwich, is 
that by which the Society has been materially bene- 
fited. By the diligence and attention of the late 
Edward Bacon efq. to whom the patent was firfl 
granted, the lodges in' Norwich and Norfolk con- 
fiderably increafed, and Mafonry was regularly con- 
duced in that province under his infpefticn for many, 
years. 

Lord Aberdour held the office of Grand Matter 
till the 3d of May 1762, when he was fucceededby 
earl Ferrers, during whofe prefidency nothing re- 
markable occurred. The Society feems at this time 
to have loft much of its confequence ; the general 
aflemblies and communications not having been ho- 
noured with the prefence of the nobility-as formerly,* 
and many lodges erafed out of the lift for non-at- 
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tendance on the duties of the Grand Lodge By 
the diligence and attention, however, of the late ge- 
neral John Salter, then Deputy Grand Matter, the 
bufinefs of the Society was carried On with regularity, 
and the fund of charity confiderably increafed. Pro- 
vincial patents were made out during earl Ferrers’s 
prefidency ; 1. for Jamaica ; 2. for Eaft India, where 
no particular provincial was before appointed ; 3. for 
Cornwall j 4. for Armenia 5 5. for Weftphalia; 6. for 
Bombay ; 7. for the Dukedom of Brunfwick; 8. for 
the Grenades, St. Vincent, Dominica, Tobago, &c.; 
and 9. for Canada. From thefe appointments no 
eonfiderable emoluments have refulted to the So- 
ciety, excepting from the third and fixth; George 
Bell for Cornwall ; and James Todd for Bombay. 
Both thefe gentlemen were particularly attentive to 
the duties of their refpe&ive offices, efpecially the 
former, to whom the Society is in a great meafure 
indebted for the flourifhing ftate of Mafonry in 
Cornwall. 

On the 8th of May 1764, at an afTembly and feaft 
at Vintners’-hall, lord Blaney was elefted Grand 
Matter. Lord Ferrers inverted John Revis efq. late 
Deputy Grand Matter, as proxy for his lordfhip, who 
continued in office two years 5 during which time, 
being chiefly in Ireland, the bufinefs of the Society 
was faithfully executed by his Deputy, general Salter, 
an a&ive and a vigilant officer. The fcheme of 


'• m- 


* Since this period new Conftitutions had been too ealily granted, and 
lodges multiplied beyond proportion. A proper check, however, is now 
put to this practice, the legiflature having prohibited by a late Ait of 
yt^rliament the conftituting any new lodges. 
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opening a fubfcription for the purchafe of furniture 
for the Grand Lodge was agitated about this time, 
and fome money colle&ed for the purpofe ; but the 
defign dropped for want of encouragement. A new 
edition of the Book of Conftitutions was ordered to 
be printed under the infpe&ion pf a committee, with 
a continuation of the proceedings of the Society 
fince the publication of the laft edition. 

During lord Blaney’s prefidency, the dukes of 
Gloucefter and Cumberland, his majefty’s brothers, 
were initiated into the Order 5 the former, at an 
occafional lodge aflembled at the Horn Tavern Weft- 
minfter, on the 16th of February 1 766, at which his 
lordfhip prefided in perfon 5 the latter, at an occa- 
fional lodge aflembled at the Thatched Houfe Ta- 
vern in St. JamesVftreet, under the dire£tion of 
general Salter. 

The following deputations for the office of Provin- 
cial Grand Matter were granted by lord Blaney : 
1. for Barbadoes; 2. for Upper Saxony; 3. for 
Stockholm ; 4. for Virginia ; 5. for Bengal ; 6. for 
Italy ; 7. for the Upper and Lower Rhine, and the 
circle of Franconia; 8. for Antigua; 9. for the 
Ele&orate of Saxony ; 10. for Madras, and its de- 
pendencies ; 1 1 . for Hampfhire ; and 1 2. for Mont- 
ferrat. The fifth, tenth, and eleventh of thefe ap- 
pointments have been faithfully executed. By the 
indefatigable afliduity of that truly mafonic luminary, 
the late Thomas Dunckerley efq, in whofe favour the 
appointment for Hampfhire was firft made out, Ma- 
fonryhas made confiderable progrcfs in that province* 
as well as in many other counties in England. Soon 
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after his appointment to this office, he accepted the 
fuperintendence of the lodges in Dorfetfhire, Efiex, 
Glouceftedhire, Somerfetlhire, and Herefordftiire *. 
The revival of the Bengal and Madras appointments 
have been alfo attended with confi<jcrable advantage 
to the Society, as is evident by the late liberal remit* 
tances from the Eaft Indies. 

Among feveral regulations refpefting the fees of 
conftitutions, and other matters which pafled during 
lord Blaney’s adminiftration, was the following; That 
as the Grand Lodge entertained the higheft fenfe of 
the honour conferred on the Society by the initiation 
of the dukes of Gloucefter and Cumberland 5 it was 
refolved, that each of their royal highneffes fliould 
be prefented with an apron, lined with blue filk ; 
and that, in all future proceflions, they fhould rank 
as Paft Grand Mafters, next to the Grand Officers 
for the time being. The fame compliment was alfo 
paid to their royal brother the late duke of York, 
who was initiated into Mafonry abroad, while on his 
travels. 

The duke of Beaufort fudceeded lord Blaney in the 
office of Grand Matter* ami was inftalled by proxy at 
Merchant Taylors’-hall on the 27th of April 1767 ; 
and under his patronage the Society flourifhed. 

In the beginning of 1768, two letters were re- 
ceived from the Grand Lodge of France, expreffing 

* In grateful teftinrvmy of the zealous and indefatigable exertions of 
this gentleman for many years to promote the honour and intereft of the 
Society, the Grand Lodge refolved, that be fhould rank as a Paft Senior 
Grand Warden, and in all pi oceflions take place next the prefent Senior 
Grand Warden for the time being. In November J/93, be died at 
Portf mouth. 
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a defire of opening a regular correfpondence with 
fhe Grand Lodge of England. This was cheerfully 
agreed to j and a Book of Conftitutions, with a lift 
of the lodges under the Conftitution of England, and 
the form of a deputation, elegantly bound, were or- 
dered to be fent as a prefent to the Grand Lodge of 
France. 

Several regulations for the future government of 
the Society were alfo made about this time, particu- 
larly one refpefting the office -of Provincial Grand 
Matter. At a Grand Lodge held at the Crown and 
Anchor Tavern in the Strand, on the 29th of April 
1 768, it was refolved that ten guineas (hould be paid 
to the fund of charity on the appointment of every 
Provincial Grand Mafterwho had not ferved the office 
of Grand Steward. 

The moft remarkable occurrence during the admi- 
niftration of the duke of Beaufort, was the plan of 
an incorporation of the Society by royal charter. At 
a Grand Lodge held at the Crown and Anchor Ta- 
vern on the 28th of Oftober 1768, a report was 
made from the Committee of Charity held on the 
2 1 ft of that month at the Horn Tavern in Fleet-ftreet, 
of the Grand Mailer’s intentions to have the Society 
incorporated, if it met with the approbation of the 
brethren ; the, advantages of the meafure were fully 
explained, and a plan for carrying it into immediate 
efte£l was fubmitted to the confideration pf the Com- 
. mittee. This plan being approved in tjie Grand 
Lodge, thanks were voted to the Grand Matter, for 
his attention to the interefts and profperity of- the 
Society. The bon. Charles Dillon, the Deputy. 
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Grand Mailer, informed the brethren, that he had 
fubmitted to the Committee a plan for failing a fund 
to build a hal), and purchafe jewels, furniture, &c. 
for the Grand Lodge, independent of the general 
fund of charity ; a meafure, which, he apprehended, 
would be a proper prelude to the Incorporation, 
fliould it be the wiih of the Society to obtain a char- 
ter. This plan being alfo maturely inveftigated, fe- 
veral amendments were made, and the whole referred 
to the next Grand Lodge for confirmation. In the 
mean time it was refolved, that the plan ihould be 
printed, and tranfmitted to every lodge on record # . 
The duke of Beaufort finding that the Society ap- 
proved of the Incorporation, contributed his bed en- 
deavours to carry the defign into execution : at firft 
he was oppofed by a few brethren, who mifconceived 
his good intentions ; but the majority of the Society 
perfevering in the meafure, a copy of the intended 
charter was printed, and ordered to be difperfed 
among the lodges. Before thtf Society, however, had 
come to any determined refolution on the bufinefs, 
the members of a refpe&able lodge, then held at the 
Half Moon tavern Cheapfide, entered a caveat in 
the attorney-generars office againft the Incorporation 
and this circumftance being reported to the Grand 
Lodge, aii impeachment was laid againft the officers 
of that lodge, for unwarrantably expofing the private 
refolutions of the Grand Lodge. On the bufinefs 
being brought before the Grand Lodge, it was de- 

* This plan confided chiefly of certain fee* to be paid by the Grand 
Officers annually, by new lodges at their conditution, and by brethren at 
. initiation iatoMafonry, or admiflion into lodges as members, &c. 
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termined that the members of the (aid lodge had b mu 
guilty of a great offence, in prefuming to oppofe the 
refolutions of the Grand Lodge; and fruftrate the in- 
tentions of the Society. A motion was. therefore 
made, that the lodge fbquhi be erafed from, the lift, 
but, on the Mailer ackndwledging the fault* and, in 
the name of himfelf and his brethren, making a proper 
apology, the motion was withdrawn, and the offence 
forgiven. From the return of the different lodges ic 
appeared, that one hundred and fix ty- eight had voted 
for the Incorporation, and only forty-tbree againft it; 
upon which a motion was made in Grand Lodge on 
the 28th of April 1 7 69, that the Society fhould be 
incorporated, and it was carried in the affirmative by 
a great majority. 

At a GrandLodge held at the Crown and Anchor 
tavern on the 27th of Oftober 1769, it was refolved. 
That the fum of 1300I. then ftanding in the names 
of Rowland Berkeley efq. the Gtahd Treafurer, and 
Mr. Arthur Beard more and Mr. Richard Nevifon 
his fureties, in the three per cent, bank consolidated 
annuities, in truft for the Society, be transferred into 
the names of the prefent Grand Officers; and at an 
J^traordinary Grand Lodge on die 29th of Novem- 
ber following, the Society was informed that Mn 
Beardmore had refufed to .join in the transfer •, upon 
which it was refolved that letters fhould be fent* in 
the name of the Society, flgned by the ading Grand 
Officers, to lord Blaney the Part Grand Mafter, and 
to his Deputy and Wardens, to whom the Grand 
Treaftirer and his fureties had given bond, requefting 
their concurrence in the resolutions of* the Grand; 
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Lodge on the 29th of O&oberiaft. Mr. Beantaorti 
however, dying foon after, the defire of rite Grand 
Lodge was complied with by Mr. Ncvifoti his exe- 
cutor, and the transfer, regularly made. t 

The duke of Beaufort conftituted feverai new 
lodges, and granted the following provincial deputa- 
tions during his prefidency : 1. for South Carolina ; 
2 . Jamaica ; 3. Barbadoes ; 4. Naples and Sicily ; 
5. the Empire of Ruffia 5 and tS. the Auflrian Ne«* 
therlands. The increafe of foreign lodges occafioned 
the inftitution of a new officer, a Provincial Grand 
Mafter for foreign lodges in general ; and his gtiace 
accordingly nominated a gentleman for that office. 
He alfo appointed Provincial Grand Mailers for 
Kent, Suffolk, Lancafhire, and Cumberland. Axtather 
new appointment likcwife took place during his 
grace’s adminiflration, viz. the office of General Jn- 
fpe&or or Provincial Grand Matter for lodges within 
the bills of mortality, but the majority of the lodges 
in London difapptojring the appointment, the a\itho* 
rity was foon after withdrawn. 

At a Grand Lodge held at the Crown and Anchor 
tavern on the 25th of April 1770, the Provincial 
Grand Matter for foreign lodges acquainted the So- 
ciety, that he had lately received a letter from Charles 
baron de Boetzelaer, Grand Mafter of the National 
Grand Lpdge of the United Provinces of Holland 
and their dependencies, requefting to be acknow- 
ledged as fuch by the Grand Lodge of England, whole 
fuperiority he confeffed j and promifing, that if the 
Grand Lodge of England would agree in future not 
to conftitiite any new lodge within his jurifdi&ion, 

N 2 
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die Grand Lodge of Holland would obferve the fame 
teftridxon with refpeft to all parts of the world 
where lodges wfcre already eftablifhed under the pa- 
tronage of England. Upon thefe t£rms henequefted 
that a firm and friendly alliance might be eftablifhed 
between the Officers of both Grand Lodges, an an- 
nual correfpondence kept up, and each Grand Lodge 
regularly made acquainted once in every year with 
the moil material tranfa&ions of the other. On this 
report being made, the Grand Lodge agreed, that 
fuch an alliance or compaft ihould be entered into, 
and executed, agreeably to baron de Boetzelaer*s 
requeft. 

In 1771, a bill was brought into parliament by the 
hon. Charles Dillon, the Deputy Grand Mailer, for 
incorporating the Society by a£l of parliament 5 but 
on the fecond reading of the bill, it having been op- 
pofed by Mr. Onflow, at the defire of fever al brethren 
who had petitioned the houfe againft it, Mr. Dillon 
moved to poftpone the confideration of it Jlne die ; 
and thus the defign of an Incorporation fell to the 
ground. 

Lord Petre fucceeded the duke of Beaufort on the 
4th of May 1772, when feveral regulations were 
made for better fecuring the property belonging to 
the Society. A considerable fum having been fub- 
feribed for the purpofe of building a hall, a committee 
was appointed to fuperintend the management of 
tba£ bpfioefs. Every meafure was adopted to enforce 
thie kiwsfor railing a new fond to carry the defigns 
of the Society into execution, and no pains, were 
fpartd by the committee to complete the purpofe of 
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ifcciT appointment. By their report to the Grand 
Lodge on the 27th of April 1774, it appeared, that 
they had contra&ed for the purchafe of a plot of 
ground 'and premifes, confiding of two large com* 
modious dwelling -houfes, and a large garden, fitua* 
ted in Great Queen-ftreet, LincplnVInn-Fields, late 
in the poffcffion of Philip Carteret Webb efq. qc- 
ceafed, the particulars of which were fpecified in a 
plan then delivered ; that the real value- appeared. to: 
be 3,205b at the lead, but that 3,180b was thefum 
contra&ed to be paid for the premifes ; that the front* 
boufe might produce 90b per annum , and the back* 
houfe would furnidi commodious committee-rooms, 
offices, kitchens, &c. and that the garden was. fuf~ 
ficiendy large to contain a complete hall for the ufe 
of the Society, the expence of which was calculated 
not to exceed 3000b * This report having met with 
general approbation, lord Petre, the dukes of Beau* 
fort and Chandos, earl Ferrers, and lord vifeount 
Dudley and Ward, were appointed tru dees for the 
Society, arid the conveyance of the premifes which 
had been purchafed was made out in their names* 

On the 22d of February 1775, the hali-comraittee 
reported to the Grand Lodge, that a plan had been 
propofed and approyed for railing 5000b to complete 
the defigns of the Society, by granting annuities for 

* Notwiihftanding this efiimate, it appears by the Grand Treafurer’s 
accounts, that in 179*2 above 20,0001. had been expended on this build- 
ing, and that, exclufive of ah annuity of 2501. on account of a tontine, 
there then remained due from the hail mnd to fundry tradefmhrr a con- 
siderable debt, the greateft part of which has been lince paid off. The 
tavern has been rebuilt, and enlarged, within thefe few years, which ban- 
iocreafed the expence to 30, 0001. 
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live*, with benefit of furvivorftiip ; a pian now known 
under the. name of Tontine * It was accordingly re- 
vived, That there fhonkl bcone hundred lives at 50I. 
each * that the whole premife* belonging to the So- 
ciety in Great Queen*- ftreet, with the hall to be built 
thereon, fkottld be vpfted in truftees, a6 a fecurity to 
th&fu^ferib^rs^ who fhouM be paid 5I. per cent* for 
their money, advanced, the whole kitereft amounting 
ta:Z$c\* per annum ; that this intereft fliould be di- 
vided among theTubfcribers, and the farvxvors or 
Ainrivor of them ; and, upon the death of the laft 
furvivor, the Whole to. determine for the benefit of: 
the Society. The Grand Lodge approving the plan^ 
the -fubfeription immediately commenced, and in lefs> 
than three months it was complete ; upon which the 
truftees of the Society conveyed the eftate to the 
truftees of the tontine, in purfuance of a refolution 
of the Grand Lodge entered intQ for that purpofe. 

On the ift of May 1775^ the foundation^ftone # 

> WHhii* the foundutioo-ftont was depofited a plate, with the following 
infeription ; 

ANNO REGNI GEORGII TERTII QUINDECIMO, 

SALUTIS HUMAN#, MDCCLXXV. MENS1S MAII DIE 
PRIMO, 

HUNG PRIMUM LAPIDEM, 

AUL# LATOMORUM, 

(ANGUCE, FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS> 
POSUERIT 

HONORATISSIMUS ROB. EDV. DOM . PETRE, BARO 
PETRE, DE WRJTTLE, 

SUMMUS LATOMORUM ANGLUE MAGISTER j 
ASSIDENTIBUS 

VIRO ORNATISSIMO ROWLANDO HOLT, ARMIGERO, 
SUMMI MAGISTRI DEPUTATO ; * 
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of the new hall was laid in fokmn form *, in the 
prefence of a numerous company of the brethren. 
After the ceremony, the company proceeded in caff* 
riages trt LeatherfeUers’-hall, where an elegant enter- 
tainment was provided on the occafion $ and at thin 
meeting the office of Grand Chaplain was firft in* 
ftituted. 

The building of the hall went on fo rapidly that it 
was fimffied in little more than twelve months. On 
the 23d of May 1776* it was opened, and dedicated f, 
in folemn form, to Masonry, Virtue, and Uni- 
versal Charity arid Bevevolencb, in the prefence 
of a brilliant affembly of the brethren. A new QJe$, 
written and fet to mafic on the occafion, was per- 
formed* before a number of ladies who honoured the 

* For the ceremony obferved on this occafion fee p. 9fl. 

For the ceremony of dedication fee p. 95. 

J See Ode II. at the end of the volume. 


VIRIS ORNATISSIMIS 
JOH. HATCH ET HEN. DAGGE, 

SUMMIS GUBERNATORIBU3 5 
PLENOQUB CORAM FRATRUM CONCURSU ; 

QUO ETIAM TEMPORE RfiGUM, PRINCIPIUMQUE 
VIRORUM FAVORE, 

6TUDIOQUE SUSTENTA 1 UM— MAXIMOS PER 
: EUROPAM 

HONORES OCCUPAVERAT 
NOMEN LATOMORUM, 

CUI* INSUPER NOMINI SUMMUM ANGLL& CONVEN- ' 
TUM PR.EESSE FECERAT 

UNIVERSA FRATRUM FER ORBEM MULTITUDO, ; . 
E COELO DESCENDIT. 

TNO©I XEATTON. 
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Society with their company on that day. Aft exor- 
dium on Mafotiry, not lefs elegant than inftrii£tive, 
was given by the Grand Secretary, and an excellent 
oration delivered by the Grand Chaplain. In com-* 
mgmoratton of an event fo pleafing to the Society, it 
was agreed, that the anniversary of this oeremoiiy 
fliould be ever after regularly kept. 

Thus was completed, under the aufpices of a no- 
bleman, whofe amiable chara&er as a man, and zeal 
as a Mafon, may be equalled, but cannot be' fur- 
pafied, that elegant and * highly finilhed room in 
Great Queen -flreet, in which the annual aflembly 
and quarterly communications of the Fraternity are 
held; and to the accomplilhment of which' many 
lodges, as well as private individuals, have liberally 
fubferibed. It is to be regretted, that the finances 
of the Society will not admit of its being Solely re- 
ferred for mafonic purpofes. 

. The hall is as elegant and highly-finiflied a room 
as the metropolis can (how. The entrance into it 
is from the Committee-room, through a fmall gal- 
lery, on the right of which is a commodious flight 
of fteps leading to the under-croft, or ground’ apart- 
ments, and on the left a fmall room appropriated for 
the reception of wines on grand feftivals : above this 
is a large mufic gallery, capable of containing three 
hundred fpe&ators, exclufive of the band of muGc, 
Supported by pillars and pilafters of the compofite 
order. The length of this building within the walls 
is 92 feet ; it is 43 feet broad, and upwards of 60 
feet high. At the upper end of the hall there is a 
place allotted for the Grand Officers and their at- 
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fendants, when the Grand Lodge meets, which takes 
up about one-fourth of the whole length, and which 
is. higher than the reft by two fteps ; at the extre- 
mity of which is a very beautiful alcove of a femi- 
circular form, in which is fixed a fine organ. On 
the right and left of this elevated place are two gal- 
leries, fupported by beautiful fluted pillars of the 
Corinthian order, either for mufic, or to admit ladies 
to the fight of fuch ceremonies as the laws of the 
Society will permit. The remaining part of the 
hall is for the ufe of the Grand Stewards, and bre- 
thren in general, when the Grand Lodge aflemblesJ 
The pilafters on each fide of the hall are fluted, and 
otherwife moft beautifully decorated. Between 
thefe pilafters there are places appropriated for the 
reception of full-length paintings of the Grand Maf- 
ters, &c, Thofe at prefent fixed are, the Prince of 
Wales, the earl of Moira, the late dukes of Cum- 
berland and Manchefter, and the late lord Petre. 
Above them are places for fuch hiftorical paintings 
as have fome affinity to the royal art, or are ex- 
preffive of the virtues of Free-mafonry. All the 
other intermediate fpaces are elegantly decorated 
with the moft beautiful emblematical, fymbolicalj 
and hieroglyphical figures and reprefentations of thfc 
myfteries of the royal art. 

Round the top of the fide walls runs a fmall bal- 
luftrade, or rather a kind of ornamented iron palli- 
fades, capable of holding a vaft number of fpe£ta- : 
tors 5 above which a number of femicircular windows 
are placed, fo contrived, as to open and {hut with the 
N 5 
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great eft eafe and facility,, to let infrefh air as often 
as may be required. The reafon why the windows 
* are placed fo high is, that no fpe&ators from the ad- 
jacent houfes may view the m^fonic ceremonies. 

The roof of this magnificent hall is, in all proba- 
bility, the higheil finiflied piece of workmanfhip in 
Europe, having gained univerfal applaufe from all 
beholders, and has raifed the chara&er of the archi-; 
ted (Richard Cox) beyond exprefiion. In the center 
of this roof a moil fplendid fun is reprefented in 
burniffied gold, furrounded by the twelve* figns of 
the Zodiac, with their refpedive charaders*, viz. 
Aries, V- Taurus, 8. Gemini, n. Cancer, So. 
Leo, St. Virgo, tig. Libra, =*r. Scorpio, lu. 
.Saggitarius, f. Capricorn, Ttf. Aquarius, 
and Pifccs, X* . 

The emblematic meaning of the fun is well known 
to the enlightened and inquifitive Free-mafon; and 
as the real fun is fituated in the centre of the uni- 
verfe, fo is this emblematic fun fixed in the centre 
of real mafonry. We all know that the fun is the 
the fountain of light, the fource of the feafons, the 
caufe of the viciflitudes of day and night, the parent 
of vegetation, and the friend of man ; but the fcien- 
tific Free-mafon only knows the reafon why the fun 
k thus placed in the centre of this beautifull haU. 

^ Whenever the Grand Lodge afiembles, this hall 
is further ornamented with five brilliant and rich cut 
glafs chandeliers, the mod magnificent of which 
bangs above that part of the hall allotted to; the 
Grand Officers ; the other four are diftributtd in 
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pairs, at equal diftances. Thcfe ! tiftfe$,with a fuffi- 
ci£nt number of fconces, in which only wax lights 
burn, illuminate the hall with a great brilliancy. 

The tavern is a moft commodious fuite of rooms $ 
and, under its prefent conductors, poflefles that large 
portion of the public favour to which their civility, 
liberality, diligence, and attention, moft juftly entitle 
them. 

The brethren of St.John’s lodge in Newcaftle, ani- 
mated by the example fet them in the metropolis, 
opened a fubfcription among themfelves for the pur- 
pofe of building, in the Low Friar Chair in that town, 
a new hall for their meetings j and, on the 23d of 
September 1776, the foundation-ftone* of that build- 
ing was laid by Mr. Francis Peacock, then Mafter of 
the lodge. This edifice was fpeedily completed, fur-' 


* Underneath this ftone was placed a copper plate, with the following 
ihfcription ; 


jEDIFICU HV1VS 

IN MVTVAM AMICJTIAM STABIUENDAM 
PRO SVMMI NATVRiE NVMINJS 
ARCHITECT! REGNATORIS VENERATIONE 
PRO VERl INVESTIGATIONE 
MORVM SCIENTIjE ARTIVMQ, BONARVM 
IN GEN VO CVLTV 
HVMANI GENERIS BENEFICIO 
SOLATIVM TEMPESTIVVM PKEBENDO 
CONVENTVI FRATERNO SACRI 
FRANSISCVS PEACOCK PRjEFECT. HONORAND. 
FVND AMENTA POSUIT 
IN CALEND. OCTOB. 

AN. SAL. HVM. MDCCLXXVI. 

AN. CONSORT. MMMMMDCCLXXVI. 
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nifhed, and dedicated ; but we learn that it has been 
fince fold, and appropriated to other purpofes. 

The fldurifhing date of the Society in England at- 
tracting the attention of the Mafons in Germany, 
they folicited our friendftiip and alliance. The Grand 
Lodge at Berlin, under the patronage of the prince of 
Hefie Darmdadt, requeded a friendly union and 
correfpondence with their brethren of England, which 
wks agreed to, on the Grand Lodge of Germany 
engaging to remit an annual donation to the fund of 
charity. 

The bufinefs of the Society having now confider- 
ably increafed, it was refolved, that the Grand Se- 
cretary fliould be permitted in future to employ a 
deputy, or affiftarit, at an annual falary proportioned 
to his labour. ^ 

On the 14th of February 1776, the Grand Lodge 
refolved, That in future all Pad Grand Officers 
fhould be permitted to wear a particular gold jewel, 
the ground enamelled blue ; and each officer be dif- 
tinguifhed by the jewel which he wore while in of- 
fice ; with this difference, that fuch honorary jewel 
ftiould be fixed within a circle, or oval ; on the bor- 
ders of which were to be inferibed hi-* name, and the 
year in which he ferved the office. This jewel was 
intended to be worn in Grand Lodge pendant to a 
broad blue riband, and, on other occafions, to be fixed 
to the bread by a narrow blue riband 

* How for the introdu&ion of new ornaments is reconcilable to the 
original practices of the Society, I will not prefume to determine ; hut it 
is the opinion of many, old Mafons, that multiplying honorary diilin&ions 
among Mafons, leffens the value and importance of the real jewels by 
which the ailing officers of the lodge are diftinguiffied. 
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Many regulations refpeGing the government of 
the Fraternity were cftabiifhed during lord PetreV 
adminiftration. The meetings of irregular Mafons 
again attrafting notice, on the ioth of April 1777, 
the following law was ena&ed : c< That the perfons 
“ who afiemble in London, and elfewhere, in the 
charafter of Mafons, calling themfelves Ancient 
u Mafons , and at prefen t faid to be under the pa- 
tronage of the duke of Athol, are not to be coun- 
€< tenanced, or acknowledged, by any regular lodge, 
u or Mafon, under the con ftitution of England : nor 
u fliaH any regular Mafon be prefent at any of their 
u conventions, to give a fan&ion to their proceed- 
€t ings, under the penalty of forfeiting the privileges 
<c of the Society : nor fhall any perfon initiated at 
u any of their irregular meetings, be admitted into 
“ ajiy lodge, without being re-made *. That this 
u cenfure (hall not extend to any lodge, or Mafon 
u made, in Scotland or Ireland, under the N conftitu- 
u tion of either of thefe kingdoms ; or to any lodge, 
u or Mafon made abroad, under the patronage of any 
V foreign Grand Lodge in alliance with the Grand 
u Lodge of England ; but that fuch lodge and Ma- 
u fons (hall be deemed regular and conftitutional.” 

* Remark . — This cenfure only extends to thofe irregular lodges in 
London, which feceded from the reft of the Fraternity in 1738, and fet 
up an independent government, in open defiance of the eftablifhed autho- 
rity of the kingdom, and the general rules of the inftltution. See 
p. 241—244 ; it cannot apply to the Grand Lodge in York city, or to 
any lodges under that truly ancient and rcfpe&able banner ; as the inde- 
pendence and regular proceedings of that aflembly have been fully ad- 
mitted and authenticated by the Grand Lodge in London, in the Book of 
Con dilutions printed under their fan&ion in 1 738, p. 1 95. 
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An Appendix to the Book of Conftitutions, con- 
taining all the principal proceedings of the Society 
fince the publication of the laft edition, was ordered 
to be printed $ alfo a new annual publication, intitled 
The Freemasons’ Calendar ; and the profits 
arifing from the fale of both, were to be regularly 
brought to account in the charity fund* To preferve 
the confequence of the Society, the following law 
was alfo ena&ed at this time : That the fees for con- 
ftitutions, initiations, &c. be advanced ; that no per- 
fon be initiated into Mafonry in any lodge under the 
conftitution of England for a lefs fum than two gui- 
neas * ; and that the name, age, profeffion, and place 
of refidence of every perfon fo initiated, and of every 
admitted member of a regular lodge fince the 29th 
of O&ober 1768, be regiftered, under the penalty 
of fuch Mafon made, or member admitted, being 
deprived of the privileges of the Society. 

The Mafons in Sunderland having confiderably 
increafed during his lordfhip’s adminiftration, an ele- 
gant hall was built in that town for their meetings. 
On the 16th of July 1778, this hall was dedicated in 
folemn form before a numerous company of brethren j 
on which occafion a very animated oration on Ma- 
fonry was delivered in the prefence of above 1 20 la- 
dies. On the 19th of November 1783, this hall was 
deftroyed by fire, and many valuable books and 
papers were burnt. The zeal of the brethren how- 
ever induced them the following year to build ano- 


* The ufual charitable donation at initiation in many lodges is now fel- 
dom under five guineas, and more frequently double that funa. 
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ther hall, named Phcenix-kall, of which the founda- 
tion-done was laid in great pomp on .the 5th of 
April 1784 $ and in the following year it was (iniihed, 
and dedicated in folemnform. 

Lord Petre granted provincial deputations fot Ma- 
dras and Virginia ; alfo for Hants, Suttex,and Surrey. 
During his lordlhip’s prefidency, fome lodges were 
erafed out of the lift for nonconformity to the laws, 
but many new ones were added *, fo that, under his 
banner, the Society became truly refpe&able. 

On the firft of May 1777* lord Petre was fuc- 
ceeded by the duke of Manchester ; during whofe 
adminiftration the tranquillity of the Society was in-' 
terrupted by fome private diflenfions. An unfortu-^ 
nate difpute having arifen among the members of the 
Lodge of Antiquity, on account of fome proceedings 
of the brethren of that lodge on the feftival of St. 
John the Evangelift after his grace’s election, the 
complaint was introduced into the Grand Lodge* 
where it occupied the attention of every committee 
and communication for twelve months. It originated 
from the Matter, Wardens, and fome of the mem- 
bers, in confequence of a refolution of the lodge, 
having attended divine fervicc at St. Dutiftan’s 
church in Fleet-flreet, in the clothing of the Order, 
and walked back to the Mitre Tavern in their rega* 
lia, not having obtained a difpenfation for the pur- 
pofe. The Grand Lodge determined the meafure to 
be a violation of the general regulations refpefting 
public proceffions *, and various opinions being 
formed, feveral brethren were highly difgufted. 

* For an explanation of the nature of public proceffions at funerals, fee 

p. 99. 
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Another <?ircumftance tended Hill farther to wideif 
this breach. The Lodge of Antiquity having ex- 
pelled three of its members for miftehaviour, the 
Grand Lodge interfered, and, without proper invef- 
tigation, ordered them to be re-inftated; With this 
order the lodge refufed to comply, the members con- 
ceiving themfelves competent and foie judges in the 
choice of their own private Members. The privileges 
of the Lodge of Antiquity * a&ing by immemorial 
conftitution began to be fet up, in oppofition to the 
fuppofed uncontrollable authority of the Grand Lodge 
eftablifhed by themfelves in 1717; and in the invefr 
tigation of this point, the original caufe of the difpute 
was totally forgotten. Matters were now carried to 
the extreme on both fides, refolutions precipitately 
entered iitfo, and edifts inadvertently ifiued; memo- 
rials and remonflrances were prefented in vain, and 
at laft a rupture enfued. The Lodge of Antiquity, 
on one hand, fupported its immemorial privileges ; 
appointed committees to examine records 5 applied 
to the old lodge in York city, and to the lodges in 
Scotland and Ireland, for advice ; entered a proteft 
againft, and peremptorily refufed to comply with, the 
refolutions of the Grand Lodge ; difeontinued the 
attendance of the Matter and Wardens at the com- 
mittees of charity and quarterly communications as 
its reprefentatives ; publilhed a manifefto in its vin- 
dication 5 notified its reparation from the Grand 
Lodge 5 and avowed an alliance with the Grand 
Lodge of all England held in the city of York, and 

* For an account of this lodge and its privileges, fee p. 909. tt 
I>. 915. 
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every lodge and Mafon who wiflied to aft in con- 
formity to the original conftitutions. The Grand 
Lodge, on the other hand, enforced its edifts, and 
extended proteftion to the few brethren whofe caufe 
it had efpoufed, by permitting them to afiemble as a 
regular Lodge without any warrant, under the deno- 
mination of the Lodge of Antiquity itfelf, and fuffer- 
ing them to appear by their reprefentatives at the 
Grand Lodge as the real Lodge of Antiquity, from 
which they had been excluded, and which Hill con- 
tinued to aft by its own immemorial conftitution ; 
anathemas were iflued, and feveral worthy men ex- 
pelled the Society, for refufing to furrender the pro- 
perty of the lodge to perfons who had been regularly 
expelled from it ; while printed letters were circulated, 
with the Grand Treafurer’s accounts, highly deroga- 
tory to the dignity of the Society. This produced a 
fchifm, which fubfilted for the fpace of ten years. 

To jultify the proceedings of the Grand Lodge, 
the following refolution of the Committee of Charity 
held in February 1779, was printed and difperfed 
among the lodges : 

“ Refolved, That every private lodge derives its au- 
“ thority from the Grand Lodge, and that no autho- 
u rity but the Grand Lodge can withdraw or take 
“ away that power. That though the majority of a 
“ lodge may determine to quit the Society, the con- 
“ ftitution, or power of aflembling, remains with, 

and is veiled in, the reft of the members who may 
“ be defirous of continuing their allegiance ; and that 
u if all the members withdraw themfelves, the con- 
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“ ftitution is extinft, and the authority reverts to*the 
c< Grand Lodges” 

This refolution, it was argued, might operate with 
refpeft to any lodge which derived its confthution 
from the Grand Lodge, but could not apply to one 
which derived its authority from another channel, 
long before the efiablifhment of the Grand Lodge, 
and which authority had never been fuperfeded, but 
repeatedly admitted and acknowledged. Had it ap- 
peared upon record, that, after the eftabl’rfhment of 
the Grand Lodge, this original authority had been 
furrendered, forfeited, or exchanged for a warrant 
from the Grand Lodge, the Lodge of Antiquity muft 
have admitted the refolution of the Grand Lodge its 
full force; but as no fuch circumftatide appeared on 
record, the members of 'the-Ledgoof Antiifukf wm 
juft Hied in confidering thek immemorial cbnftitutioh 
(acred, while they chofe to exift as a lodge, and aft 
in obedience to the ancient conftitutions.. 

Confidering the fubjeft in this point of view, it 
evidently af^ears that the Velblufions of thi Grand 
Lodge could have no effeft on the Lodge of Anti-^ 
quity, after the publication of the manlfefto which 
avowed its reparation ; nor while the members of 
that: lodge continued to meet regularly as heretofore, 
and to promote the laudable purpofr s of Mafonry on 
their old independent foundation. The Lodge of An- 
tiquity, it was aliened, could not be cfiffolved while 
the majority of its members kept tqgether, and afted 
in conformity to the original confutations ; and no 
edift of the Grand Lodge, or its committees, could 
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deprive the members of that lodge of a right which 
had been admitted to be vefted in themfehres col- 
le&ively from time immemorial 5 a right which had 
not been derived from, or ever ceded to, any Grand 
Lodge whatever* 

To underftand more clearly the nature of that 
conftkution by which the Lodge of Antiquity is up- 
held, we muft have recourfe to the ufages and cuf- 
toms which prevailed among Mafons at the end of the 
laft, and beginning of the prefent century. The Fra- 
ternity then had a difcretionary power to meet as 
Mafons, in certain numbers, according to their de- 
grees, with the approbation of the matter of the work 
where any public building was carrying on, as often 
as they found it neceffary fo to do ; and when fo 
met, to receive into the Order brothers and fellows, 
and practife the rites of Mafonry. The idea of in T 
vetting Matters and Wardens of lodges in Grand 
Lodge aflembled, or the Grand Matter himfelf, with 
a power to grant warrants of conftitutian to certain; 
brethren to meet as Mafons at certain houfes on the 
obfervance of certain conditions, had then no exift- 
ence. The Fraternity were under no fuch reftric- 
tions. The ancient charges were the only ftandard 
. for the regulation of conduft, and no law was known 
in the Society which thofe charges did not inculcate. 
To the award of the Fraternity at large in general 
meeting affembled once or twice in a year, all bre- 
thren were fubje£, and the authority of the Grand 
Matter never extended beyond the bounds of that ge- 
neral meeting. Every private aflembly, or lodge, was 
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Under the direction of its particular Mailer, chofed 
for the occafion, whofe authority terminated with the 
meeting. When a lodge was fixed at any particular 
place for a certain time, an atteftation from the bre- 
thren prefent entered on record, was a fufficient 
proof of its regular conftitution $ and this praflice 
prevailed for many yearrofter the revival of Mafonry 
in the South of England. By this authority, which 
never proceeded from the Grand Lodge, unfettered 
by any other reftri&ions than the conftitutions of 
Mafonry, the Lodge of Antiquity has always a£ked, 
and dill continues to a£l. 

While I have endeavoured to explain the fubje& 
of this unfortunate difpute, I rejoice in the opportu- 
nity which the proceedings of the grand feaft in 1 790 
have afforded, of promoting harmony, by reftdring 
to the privileges of the Society all the brethren of the 
Lodge of Antiquity who had been falfely accufed and 
expelled in 1779. By the operation of our profefled 
principles, and through the mediation of a true friend 
to genuine Mafonry, the late William Birch efq. Paft 
Mailer of the Lodge of Antiquity, unanimity was 
happily reftored ; the manifefto publiflied by that 
lodge in 1779 revoked 5 and the Mailer and 
Wardens of that truly ancient afTociation, the firft 
lodge under the Englilh conftitution, refumed their 
feats in Grand Lodge as heretofore * while the bre- 
thren who had received the fanftion of the Society as 
nominal members of the Lodge of Antiquity during 
the feparation, were re-united with the original mem- 
bers of the real lodge, and the privileges of that ve- 
nerable body limited to their original channel. 
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Although I have confiderably abridged my obfer- 
vations on this unfortunate difpute in the latter edi- 
tions of this Treatife, I (till think it proper to record 
my fentiments on the fubjeft, in judice to the gen- 
tlemen with whom I have long affociated $ and to 
convince my brethren, that our re-union with the 
Society has not induced me to vary a well-grounded 
opinion, or deviate from the drift line of confidency 
which I have hitherto purfued. 


SECT. XI. 

HtQory of the mojt remarkable Events in the Society 
from 1779 to 1791 inclusive. 

Amidst thefe difagreeable altercations, intelligence 
arrived of the rapid progrefs of the Society in India, 
and that many new lodges had been condituted, 
which were amply fupported by the fird charafters 
in the Ead. Omdit-ul-Omrah Bahauder, elded fon 
of the nabob of the Carnatic, had been initiated into 
MaLnry in the lodge at Trichinopoly near Madras $ 
and had exprefled the highed veneration for the in- 
ditution. This news having been tranfmitted to 
England officially, the Grand Lodge determined to 
fend a congratulatory letter to his highnefs on the 
occafion, accompanied with a blue apron elegantly 
decorated, and a copy of the Book of Conditutions 
fuperbly bound. To Sir John Day, advocate-general 
pf Bengal, the execution of this commiffion was en- 
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trufted* ** . In the beginning of 1780, an anfwer was 
received from his highnefs, acknowledging the re- 
ceipt of the prefent, and exprcffing the warmeft at- 
tachment and benevolence to his brethren in England. 
This letter, which is written in the P^rfian language, 
was enclofed in an elegant cover of cloth of gold, 
and addrefled To the Grand Mafler and Grand Lodge 
of England . 

This flattering mark of attention from fo diftin- 
guilhed a perfonage abroad, was peculiarly grateful 
to the Grand Lodge; who immediately refotved^ 
that an anfwer fhould be prepared and tranfmitted 
to his highnefs, exprefling th^ high opinion which 
the brethren in England entertained of his merits, 
and requefting the continuance of his friendfhip 
and prote&ion to the Mafonic inftitution in the 
Eaft. The thanks of the Grand Lodge were voted 
to Sir John Day ; and a tran flat ion of his highnefs’s 
letter, f was ordered to be copied on vellum, and, 

* At the grand feaft in 1792, Sir John was honoured with a blue 
apron and the rank of a Grand Officer, as a compliment for his meritori- 
ous icrvices on this oceafion. * 

+ As this letter is replete with genuine good, fenfe and warm be- 
nevolence, we (hall here infert the tranflution for the gratification of 
our brethren : 

“ To the right worjidpful his Grace the Duke of Manchejier „ Grand 
M( Majier of the illufrious mul benevolent - Society of Free and Accepted 
“ Mafons wider the Cofiflitution of England, cun l the Grand Lodge 
“ thereof 

“ Much honoured Sir, and Brethren, 

* c An early knowledge and participation of the benefits arifing to our 

** houie, from its intimate union of councils and inteiefts with the 
“ BritUh nation, and a deep veneration for the laws, conftitution, and 
“ manners of the latter, have, for many years of my life, led me to 
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with the original , elegantly framed and glazed* 
hung up in the hall at every public meeting of the 
Society* 

The firft teftimony which Omdit-ul-Omrah gave 
of his regard to the inftitution, was by the initiation 
of his brother Omur-uUOmrah, who feems to be 


“ feize every opportunity of drawing the tics between us ftill clofer and 
44 cbfer. 

44 By the accounts which lure reached me, of the principles and 
44 pra&icesof your Fraternity, nothing can be more pleating to the Co* 
44 vereign Ruler of the univerfe, whom we all, though in different ways* 
4 4 adore, or more honourable to his creatures ; for they (land upon the 
44 broad bails of indiferhninate and univerfal benevolence. 

44 Under tins conviction, I had long wifhed to lie admitted of your Fra* 
44 ternity, and now that I am initiated, I confider the title of an Englifh 
44 Mafon, as one of the mod honourable that I poffefs ; for it is at once 
44 a cement of the friendfhip between your nation and me, the friend of 
44 mankind. 

“I have received from the advocate general of Bengal, Sir John Day, 
44 the very acceptable mark of attention and efteem with which you have 
44 favoured me ; it has been prefented with every circumftanee of defer- 
44 ence and refpetft that the fituatvon of thiqgs here, and the temper, of the 
44 times, would admit of; and I do allure your grace, and the brethren 
** at large, that he has done ample juftice to the commiltion you have<con* 
44 tided to hint, and has executed itlnfuch manner as to do honour to 
44 himfelfand me. . " \ 

“ I (hall avail myfetf of a proper opportunity, to convince your grace, 
il and the reft of tlje brethren, That Omdit-ul-Omrah is not ah un- 
44 feeling brother, or heedtefs of the precepts he has imbibed ; and that, 
44 while he teftifies hi* love and efteem for his brethren, by ftrengthen- 
t( ening the bonds of Jsumahity, he me an* to mtnifter to the wants of the 
44 diftreifed. 

ft May the common Father of All, the one omnipotent and merciful 
4 God, take you into his holy keeping, «md 'give you health, peace, 
x 44 and length of years, prays your highly honoured and affectionate 
<4 brother, - 

Omdit ul Omrah Bahaudrr.” 
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equally attached with himfelf in promoting the wel- 
fare of the Society. 

Another event has alfo taken place at Madras, 
which muft be very fatisfa&ory to the brethren of 
England. The divifions and feceffions which ori- 
ginated in London in 1738, having unfortunately 
reached India ; by the intervention of brigadier ge- 
neral Horne, who had been appointed, by patent 
from the duke of Cumberland, Provincial Grand 
Mafter on the coaft of Coromandel, an union of the 
brethren in that part of the world has been effected, 
and the lodge, No. 152, ftyling themfelves Ancient 
York Mafons, has joined a regular lodge under his 
aufpices, and voluntarily furreridered the irregular 
warrant under which they had formerly a&ed. This 
defirable objeft being accomplifhed, and the wiflies of 
the brethren fulfilled, the general requefted their af- 
fi (lance to form a Grand Lodge, when the following 
Officers were appointed, and inftalled in due form : 

Brigadier gen. Horne, Prov. Grand Mafter. 

Ter. Gahagan efq. Deputy Grand Mafter, 

Jof. Du Pre Porcher, efq. A&ing Grand Mafter. 

Lieut, col. Rofs, Grand Architect. 

Lieut, col. J. Campbell, Sen. Grand Warden, 

Hamilton, efq. Junior Grand Warden. 

James Grierfon, efq. Grand Secretary, 

James Amos efq. Grand Treafurer. 

Lieutenant- colonel Moor-houfe and colonel L. 

Lucas efqrs. Grand Stewards. 

Major Maule, Grand Orator. 

Charles JBromley efq. Grand Sword-Bearer. 
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The Grand Lodge having been regularly efta- 
blifhed, a propofal was made, that a new lodge 
ihould be formed at Madras, under the name of 
Perfe& Unanimity, No. I. This was unanimoufly 
agreed to, and the Provincial Grand Mailer gjving 
notice that he (hould perform the ceremony of con- 
secration on Saturday the yth of O&ober 1787, in 
commemoratym of the union which had been fo 
amicably formed that day, requefted the proper 
officers to attend on the occafion. Accordingly, on 
the morning of the day. appointed, upwards of fifty 
brethren aflembled at the houfe on Choultry Plain 
Mi which the public rooms were held, and at half 
paft eleven o'clock the ceremony commenced. After 
the preparatory bufinefs had been gone through in 
Grand Lodge, a proceffion * was formed, and majrch- 

* Here follows the Order of the PftOcissroN. 

Two Tylers, with drawn f words. 

Music. 

Brothers Elphinftone and Moorhoufe, Grand Stewards, with white 
wands. 

Brother Gillefpie, as youngeft apprentice, carrying the rough Hone. 
Apprentices, two and two, 

Fellow-crafts, two and two. 

Mafter-mafons, two and two. 

Brother* Latham and Robfon, as Secretary and Treafurer of die new 
lodge* 

PAST-MASTER. 

Brother Taner, carrying a filver pitcher with corn. . 

Brothers Gomond and Goree, carrying pitchers, containing wine 
and oil. 

Brothers Home and Horfiman, carrying two great lights. 

CHORtSTERS. . 

Brother Rofs, Grand Architeft, carrying the poKftedftaiie. 

O ■ 
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ed t&ree time 8 round the lodge s aftfcr which the bd- 
finds of oonfecratioi) commenced, and was com- 
pleted in a manner fuitable to the foteronity of the 
occafioa. Several old Mafons, who werfe prefcnt, 
declared that they never law a ceremony cendn&sd 
with more dignity and propriety. 

Th« following brethren were then iaftaUed Offin 
cersi of thjs new lodge, via, Colly Ly<^tt fewcaa efq. 
Matter; ?u|lier Spencer efq. Senior Warden t, 
George Robert Latham efq. Jttak* Warden » 
George Mauje efq Secretary ; John Robins, efq. 
Treafutcr. 

^.t two o’clock the brethren fat down to aft excel- 
lent dinner, which bad been provided by the, Grand 
Lodge ; and many mafonic and loyal toads being 


Brother Donddfco, (seth regimen*,) as Gland Sword-Bearer, carrying 
the (word of flaw* 

Brother Grierfon, Grped Secretary, with his bag- 
Brother Amos, Tr**fut*r> with his ftsflt 

The Lodge, covered with white fiarin, carried by four Tylers* 

The wQrlfcipfuJ broth** Lupas, aa Matter of the new lodge, carrying; 
the bible, compaflea, aad fquare, Q» ft criwfon velvet cufhion, 
fupported by Brother DaJaywple and Chafe, 

Afittam, Stewards. 

Bother Sir George Keith, carrying the fttoer-cenfer. 

Brother Maule, Grtnd Orator. 

Third great light carried by Brother Gregory. 

Brothers Campbell and Hwaihoo, Senior and Juwpr GreoA Wardens, 
with their column* aod truncheons. 

Brother Porcher,A#ing Grand Matter. 

Brother Sa4Uex, as Chief Msgitt*^ 

Brother Sir Henry Colby, carrying the Book of Couftitutiooa. 
Brigadier General Horne, ^ Provincial Grand Matter* fuRWted by 
Brothers Howley and H^rify Affiftant Stewards. 
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drank) the day was concluded with that pleafing 
feftivity, harmony, and good fellowlhip, which has 
always diftmguilhed the Society of Free and Ac- 
cepted Mafons. 

Wfe fhali now return to the hiftory of Mafonry hi 
England $ and recite the particulars which are moil 
deferring attention* 

During the ptfefkfency of the duke of Martchelter* 
new lodges were conftituted in different parts of 
England, and conftderable additions made to thd 
genera! funds of die Society. The fums voted td 
difttefied brethren far exceeded thofe of any forme# 
period ; and among other inftances of liberality* 
may be fpecified, a very generous contribution of 
one hundred pounds) which was voted by the Grand 
Lodge towards the relief of our brethren in America 
who bad fufFered great Ioffes in confequence of did 
rebellion there, and whofe fituation wa$ very feel- 
ingly deferibed in a letter from the lodge No. I. at 
Halifax in Nova Scotia. 

A Angular propofition was made in Grand Lodge 
on the 8th of April 1778, that the Grand Maftor 
and his Officers {hould be diftinguifhed in future 
aj: all public meetings by robes, to be provided at 
their own expence ; and that Pad Grand Officers 
{hould have the fame privilege. This meafui#at fir ft 
was favourably received \ but, on farther itiveftiga- 
tion in the Hall Committee, to which it was re- 
ferred) it was found to be fo diametrically oppofite 
to the original plan of the inftitutk>iT> that it was 
very properly laid afide* 

o 2 
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The finances of the Society occupied great part 
of the proceedings of the Committees and Commu- 
nications during his grace’s adminiftration. The 
debts due on account of the hall appearing to be 
very confiderable, it was determined to make an 
application to the lodges to raife 2OO0I. to pay them 
off. For this purpofe, in confequence of a plan 
offered to the confideration of the Grand Lodge in 
June 1779, it was refolved, that a fubfcription 
ihould be opened, to raife the money by lean, with- 
out intereft, at the diferetion of the fubferibers ; 
that 25U ihould be the fum limited for each fub- 
feriber, and the number of fubferibers to be one 
hundred ; and that the monies fo fubferibed ihould 
be repaid, in equal proportions, among the fub- 
feribers, at fuch times as the hall-fund would admit. 
It was alfo determined, that an honorary medal 
Ihould be prefented to every fubferiber, as a mark of 
refpe&, on account of the fervice which he had ren- 
dered the Society 5 and that the bearer of fuch medal, 
if a Mailer Mafon, ihould have the privilege of being 
prefent at, and voting in, all the future meetings of 
the Grand Lodge. This mark of attention prompted 
fome lodges, as well as individuals, to contribute, 
and the. greateft part of the money was fpeedily . 
raifed, afhd applied for the purpofe intended. 

The Stewards’ Lodge, finding their finances much 
reduced by feveral members having withdrawn their 
annual fubferiptions, applied to the Grand Lodge 
fpr relief ; upon which it was refolved, that in fu- 
ture no Grand Officer ihould be appointed, who was 
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not at the time a fubfcribing member of the Stew- 
ards’ Lodge. 

A meafure, however, of more importance attra&ed 
the attention of the Society at this period. It had 
been obferved with regret, that a number of worthy 
brethren in diftrefs had been fubje&ed to much in- 
convenience and difappointment from a want of re- 
lief during the long fummer recefs, as there was 
feldom any Committee of Charity held from the be- 
ginning of April to the end of Oftober. To remedy 
this complaint, the Grand Lodge unanimoufly re- 
folved, that an Extraordinary Committee (hould meet 
annually in the lafl week of July, or firft week of 
Auguft, to adminifter temporary relief to fuch dif- 
treffed obje&s as might regularly apply, not exceed- 
ing five pounds to one perfon. 

The bufinefs of the Society having of late very 
confiderably increafed, the Grand Lodge was induced 
to appoint pro tempore an afliftant to the Grand 
Secretary, to hold equal rank and power with him- 
felf in the Grand Lodge # . Among many regulations 
which were now eltablifhed, it was determined that 
in future no perfon (hould hold two offices at the 
fame time in the Grand Lodge. 

The Grand Lodge of Germany having applied for 
leave to fend a reprefentative to the Grand^Lodge of 
England, in order more effe&ualJy to cement the 
union and friendlhip of the brethren of both court* 

* The bufinefs is now conduced by one perfon as h« retoforc, who finds 
an afliftant to a& as Deputy ; and a falary of 1001. per annum from the 
Charity and Hall funds jointly has been voted, out of wliich the Deputy** 
fee is paid. 
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tries, brother John Leonahreji was appointed to that 
office. The requeft being complied with, a reibltt- 
tion paffed, that in compliment to the Grand Lodge 
of Qprmany, brother Leonahrdi fhould wear the 
clothing of a Grand Officer, and rank next to Pad 
.Grand Officers in all the public meetings of the 
.Society. 

This additional cement was highly pleafing j and 
.led the brethren to regTet, that no intercourfe or cor- 
refpondence fcould have fubfifted nearer home, be- 
tween the Grand Lodge of England and the Grand 
Lodges of Scotland and Ireland, though all the 
members were now fubje&s of the fame fovereign, 
and happily united in the encouragement of the Art. 
-At the communication in April 1782, this important 
bufinefs coming under confideratioo, after a variety 
*>f opinions had been delivered, it was unanimoufly 
fefolved, that the Grand Mailer fhould be requefted 
to adopt fuch means as his wifdom might fugged, to 
promote a good underdanding among the brethren 
of the. three united kingdoms. Notwithdanding 
this refolution, the wifhedrfor union has not yet been 
fully apcomplifbed ; but we trud from fome late 
proceedings in the Grand lodge of Scotland, through 
the mediation of the earl of Moira, that event is not 
far didaot. 

At this meeting alfo, the pleafing intdfigence was 
communicated, that the duke of Cumberland inr 
tended to accept the government of the Society. 
This having been regularly dated to the Grand 
Lodge, his highnefs was propofed Grand Mafter 
ele& ; and, in compliment to him, it was ref blyed. 
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that h t fliould hare the privilege of nominiffiflg a 
peer of the realm as Afting Grand Mafter, who 
ffcocrM be empowered to feperintend the Society id 
his abfaice § and that, at any future period when 
the Fraternity might be honoured with a Prince of 
the blood at their head, the fame privilege fliould be 
granted. 

At the annual grand feaft on the id; of May 1782* 
the duke of Cumberland was unanimoufly elected 
Grand Mafter % andit being Ggnified to the Society 
that bis higbnefs meant to appoint the earl ofEflkig- 
ham A&ing Grand Mafter, the appointment was coft* 
firmed, and his lordfliip prefided as proxy for jus, 
royal feighncfs during the feaft. 

On.the fidt of January 1783, a morion was made in 
Grand Lodge, and afterward confirmed, that the hi- 
tereft of five per cent* on z-oool. which had been ad~ 
vanced for the purpofes of the hall from the charity 
fund, fliould ceafe to be paid \ and further * that the 
principal fliould be annihilated, and funk into the 
hall-diuid. In confe<|ttence of this refolutionj the 
money has been regularly brought to account in tbr 
hall expenditures. Many other regulations were con- 
firmed at this meeting, to render the hall-fund mdre 
produ&ive, and to enforce obedience to the laws 
refpe&mg it *. How far fome of thefe regulation 

* The regulations eftablifhed at this meeting were as follows ; 

1 . That no brother initiated fince October 29, 17<58, ihall te ap- 
pointed to the honour of wearing a blue or red apron, unlefs the Graud 
Secretary certifies that his name has been regiftered, and the fees paid . 

2. That no brother initiated fince that time, ihall be appointed Mailer 
oir Warden of a lodge, or be permitted to attend any committee of 

o 4 
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are confident with the original plan of the inftitu- 
tion, mud be left to abler judges to determine * but 
it is certain that, in earlier periods of our hiftory* 
fuch compulfory regulations were unneceffary. 


charity, or grand lodge, uslefis his name has been regHlered, and the fees 
paid. 

9. That every petitioner for charity, initiated fince that time, {hall fet 
forth in his petition, the lodge in which, and the time when, he was made 
a Mafon : in order that the Grand Secretary may certify, by indorsement 
on the back of the petition, whether his name has been regiftered, and 
the fees paid. 

4. That every lodge {hall tranfrait to the Grand Secretary, on or before 
the grand feaft in every year, a lift of all perfons initiated, or members 
admitted, together with the regiftering fees ; or notice that they have 
not initiated or admitted any, that their filenoe may not be imputed to 
contempt. 

5. That to prevent the plea of ignorance or forgetfulnefs, a blank form 
{hall be printed, and fent to each lodge, to be filled op, and returned to 
the Grand Secretary. 

6. That the Grand Secretary {hall lay before the firft quarterly commu- 
nication after each grand feaft, an account of fuch lodges as have not re- 
giftered their members within the preceding year, that they may be erafed 
fVom the lift of lodges, or be otherwife dealt with as the Grand Lodge 
may think expedient. 

7. That to prevent any injury to individuals, by being excluded from 
the privileges of the Society, through the negle<ft of tkeir lodges, in their 
names not having been duly regiftered, any brethren, on producing fuffi- 
cient proofs ihft they have paid the due regiftering feet to their lodges, 
&aty be capable of enjoying all the privileges of the Society ; hut the of- 
fending lodges {hall be rigoroufly proceeded againft, for detaining fees that 
are the property of the Society. 

On the 20th of March 1788, an additional regulation was made, 
« That ten {hillings and fix-pence be paid to the Grand Lodge for regif- 
« tering the name of every Mafon initiated in any lodge under the confti- 
c« tution after the 5th of May 1788.” And at this meeting another 
refolutiofi puffed, “ That no lodge {hould be permitted to attend or vote in 
t* Grand Lodge, which had not complied with this regulation." 
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At the Grand Lodge held on the 23d of November* 
r ^3i an addition was made to the Grand Officers, 
by the appointment of a Grand Portrait Painter * 
and, at the requeft of the duke of Manchefter, that 
honour was conferred on the rev. William Peters, in 
teftimony of the fervices which he had rendered to 
the Society, by his elegant prefent of the portrait of 
lord Petre. 

During the remainder of this year, there was 
fcarcely any farther bufinefs of importance tranf- 
a&ed. On the 19th of November, information was 
given to the Grand Lodge, that two brethren, under 
fan&ion of the Royal Military Lodge at Woolwich, 
which claimed the privilege of an itinerant lodge* 
had lately held an irregular meeting in the King’s 
Bench prifon, and had there unwarrantably initiated 
fundry perfons into Mafonry. The Grand Lodge, 
conceiving this to be an infringement on the privi- 
leges of every regular conflicted lodge, ordered the 
faid Ibdge to be erafed from the lift ; and determined, 
that it was inconfiftent with the principles of Ma- 
fonry to hold any lodge, for the purpofes of making, 
palling, or raifing Mafons, in any prifon, or place 
of confinement. 

At this Grand Lodge alfo, it was refolved, toenaft 
certain regulations r fubje£ling the Deputy Grand 
Mailer and Grand Wardens to fines, in cafe of non- 
attendance on the public meetings of the Society* 
and thefe regulations were confirmed in Grand 
Lodge on the nth of February following. 

While thofe proceedings were carrying on in Eng- 
land, the brethren in Scotland were profecuting their 
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labours with equal zeal for the good of the Craft, 
^he great improvements made in the city of Edin- 
burgh afforded ample room for ingenious archite&s 
to difplay their mafonic talents and abilities ; and in 
this city the operative part of the Fraternity were 
fully occupied, in rearing {lately manfions, and plan- 
ning elegant fquares. 

On the ift of Auguft 1785, a very pleating fight 
was exhibited to every well- wittier to the embellish- 
ment of Edinburgh, in the ceremony of laying the 
fhundation-ftone of the South bridge, being the firft 
ftep to farther improvement. In the morning of that 
<fcy, the right hon. the Lord Provoft and Magis- 
trates, attended by the Grand Matter Mafon of Scot- 
land , and a number of nobility and gentry, , with the 
niafters, office-bearers, and brethren of the feveral 
lpdgfes, walked from the parliament-houfe to the 
bridge in proceffion *. The ftreets were lined by the 
5#th regiment, and the city guard. 

. Lord Haddo, Grand Matter, having arrived at the 
place, laid the foundation-done with the ufual fo- 

* The following Order of Proceffion was obferved 1 
The proper Officers, bearing the city iniigiiia. 

The right hon. Lord Provoft and Magiftrates. 

^ Bind of inftrumental mufic, 

A hand of fingers. 

The Lodges accoK&ig to feniority, brethren walking three and three. 

Lodge of Gxahd Stewards. 

Nobility and Gentry, three and three. 

Office-bearers of the Grand Lodge, in their badges of office. 

Officers of the Grand Lodge, with infignia. 

Grand Wardens. 

’ O.'te. } . {.Gjfe . 
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Iemnitics. His lordfhip ftstndtog tin the tfcft, with 
the Subilitute on his right hand} and the Grand War* 
dens on the weft, the fquare* the plamb, the level, 
and the mallet, were ftujeeffively deKvered by an ope- 
rative mafbn to the Subftitute, and by him to the 
Grand Matter, who applied the fquare to that part of 
the ftone which was fquare, the plumb td the feverai 
edges, the level above the (tone in feverai pofitions, 
and then with the mallet gave three knocks, faying, 
u May die Grand: Archrite£t of the Univerfe grant a 
blefling on this foundation*ftorte, which we have now 
laid *, and by his providence enable us to finifli this, 
and every other work which may be undertaken for 
the embellifhment and advantage of this city !” On 
this the brethren gave the honours. 

The cornucopia and two Giver veflels were then 
brought from the table* and deKvered, the cornuco- 
pia to the Subftitute, and two veflels to the Wardens, 
which were fucceffively prefented to the Grand Maf- 
ter, who, according, to ancient form, fcattered the 
corn, and poured the wine and* Oft, which they con- 
tained, on the ftone, faying, <f May the All-bounteous 
Author of Nature blefs this City with an abundance 
of corn, wine, and oil ; and with all the neceflTaries, 
conveniences, and comforts of life ! and may the 
fame Almighty Power preferve this City from ruin 
and decay to the lateft pofterity !” 

The Grand Matter, being fupported on the right 
hand by the duke of Buccleugh, and on the left by 
the earl of Baicarras, addreffed himfelf to the Lord 
Provoft and Magiftrates in a fuitable fpeech for the 
occafion *, and the coins of the prefent reign, 
o 6 
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filyer-plate with the following infipripitiofi, were de- 
pofited in the ftone : t , v * 

ANliUJBNTE DEO OPflMO MAXIMO, 

KEG XANTE GEORGIO III. FATRE PATRIAE, 
f . HU JUS PONTIS , 

QUO VICI EXTRA MCENIA EDINBURGI, 

URBI COMMODE ADJUNGERENTUR, 

' ADITUMQUE NON 1NDIGNUM TANTA 

URBSHABERET, 

PRIMUM LAPIDEM POSUIT 
NOBILIS ATIR GEO<GIUS DOMINUS HADDO, 
ANTIQUISS1 MI SODALITII ARCHITECTONICI 
APUD SCOPOS CURIO MAXIMUS, 

. PLAUDENTE AMPUSS1MA FRATRUM CORONA, 
IMMENSAQUE POPULI FREQUENTIA. 


OPUS, 

UTILE CIVIBUS GRATUM ADVENIS, 

URBI DECORUM PATRICE HONESTUM, 

DIU MULTUMQUE DESIDERATUM, 

C ONSULE JACOBO HUNTER BLAIR, 

INCEPTI AUCTORE INDEFESSO, 

SANCIENTE REGE, SEN ATUQU E BRITANNI AE, 
APPROBANTIBUS OMNIBUS, 

TANDEM INCHOATUM EST 
IPSIS KALENDIS AUGUSTI 
A. D. MDCCLXXXV. 

AERAE ARCHITECTIONICAE 5785 . 

Q. F. F. Q. S. 

TRANSLATION. 

By the bleffing of Almighty God, in the reign of Geprge the Third, 
the Father of his country, the right hon. George Lord Haddo, Grand 
Mailer of the Moft Ancient Fraternity of Free Mafous in Scotland, 
amidfl the acclamations of a Grand Affembly of the brethren, and a vaft 
coJpifTe of people, laid the firil Rone of this bridge, intended to form a. 
convenient communication between the city of Edinburgh and its' 
frburbs, and an accefs not unworthy of fuch a city. 

“ This work, fo ufeful to the inhabitants, fo pleafing and convenient .to 
(hangers, fo ornamental to the city, fo creditable to the country, fo long 
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and much wanted -and wtfhed for, was at laft begun, with the fanAion of 
the king and parliament of Great Britain, and with urtiverfal approba- 
tion, in the provoftfliip of James Hunter Blair, the author and inde- 
fatigable promoter of the undertaking, Auguft . the ' lk,' in the year xlf 
our Lord IJSS, and ©f the sera of Maloney 5785 . — Which may God 
profper.” - 

An anthem was then fung, and the preceffion being 
reverfed, returned to the parliament-houfe. After 
which the Lord Provoft and Magidrates gave an ele- 
gant entertainment at DunnVTOoms to the Grand 
Lodge, and the nobility and^gentry who had aflifted 
at the ceremony. 

The next public ceremony in which the Society 
bore a principal (hare, was in laying the foundation- 
done of that valuable feminary of learning, the new 
College of Edinburgh. This Univerfity has for many 
years been edeemed one of the mod celebrated in 
Europe, and has attra&ed a great number of duderits 
in phyfic, and other branches of fcience, from all 
parts of the world. The eminence of its profeflors 
in every branch of learning is univerfally admitted > 
and it is mod fervently to be wi (bed, for the honour 
of the kingdom, that the whole plan may be com- 
pletely executed agreeably to the intention of the 
original promoters. As this is an event worthy of 
record in the annals of Mafonry, I fliall deferibe 
minutely the ceremony obferved on the oefcafion. 

On the 13th of October 1789, Mr. Robert Adam* 
architect, prefented the plans of the intended build- 
ing, at a public breakfad given by the Lord Prfefoft 
to the Magidrates and the Principal and Profeflors of 
the Univerfity of Edinburgh, and explained their 
ufes, for the various fchools, halls, and houfes. The 


Digitized by Google 



30* 


ILLUSTR ATFOHS 


whole company having expreffed the higheft fatis- 
fa&idn at the defign, it was immediately refolved* 
that a fubfcription ftwould be opened to carry the 
plan into execution ; and Monday the 16th of No- 
vember was fixed for laying the foundation-ftone of 
die new ftrufture. 

On the morning of the day appointed for perform- 
ing the ceremony, the brethren afiembled at eleven 
o’clock in the Parliame^t-houfe, to meet lord Na- 
pier, who was at the time Grand Matter of Scot- 
land. When the lodges were arranged, the Grand 
Matter fent notice to the Lord Provoft and Magis- 
trates who had afiembled in the Council-chamber $ 
and to the Principal, Profeflbrs, and Students of the 
Univerfity, who had met in the High Church. At 
half paft twelve, the proceflion began to move in the 
following order : 

id. The Principal, Profeffors, and Students of the Univerfity, with 
their mace carried before them. Principal Robertfon being fupported on 
the right banct by the Rev. Dr. Hunter, profeflor of divinity, and on the 
left byri^Alev. Dr. Hardy, profeflor of church hiftory. The Pro* 
feffors W^rt ali robed, and each of the Students had a fprig of laurel-in 
his hat:«J 

1 • 2d. The Lord Provoft, Magiftrates, and Council, in their robes, pre- 
ceded- by the fword, macc, &c. The Lord Provoft being fupported on 
the jrtght and left: by the two eldeft Baillies. 

3d. A.pomplete choir of Singers, under the direction of fignor Schecky, 
finging anthems as the proceflion moved. 

( 4th. The Lodges, according to feniority, juniors preceding, with their 
differentinfignia. 

5th. A complete band of inftrumental mufic. 

' 6th. The Grand Stewards, properly clothed, with white rods. 

^th. The Noblemen and Gentlemen attending the Grand M after. 

*th. A large drawing of the JEait Front of the New College, carried by 
two operative Mafons. 

II 
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. rth. The grad jewels, borne by the PaftMaftcrs of Lodges. 

10th. Officers of the Grand Lodge, properly clothed. 

l lth. Pall Grand Mailers. 

12th. Lord Napirr, prefent Grand Mafler, fopported on the light 
hand by Sir William Forbes Bart. Pail Grand Mailer, and on the left, by 
the duke of Buccleugh. 

A detachment of the 35th regiment from the caflle, together with the 
city guard, lined the llreet s. 

At one o’clock, the Grand Matter reached the fite 
of the CoHege, when the foundation^ftone was laid 
with the ufual ceremonies*. After which the Grand 
Matter addrefled himfelf to the Lord Provott and 
Magiftrates as follows : 

My Lord Provost, and Magistrates, of the City of 
Edinburgh. 

In compliance with your requeft, 1' have now had the honour,, in the 
capacity of Grand Mailer Mafon of Scotland, to lend my aid towards lay- 
ing. that done, on which it is your intention to ere& a new College* I 
I muft ever confider it as one of tbe fortunate events in my life, that 
the Craft of Free and Accepted Mafon* ihouldbe called forth, to afliil at 
an undertaking fo laudable. And fo glorious, during the time that, from 
their afie&ion, 1 have the honour of fitting in the chair of the Grand . 
Lodge. 

The attention to the improvement of this city, manifefted'hy, fche Ma- 
giftmtea, your predeeeflbrs in office, has, for many years, edited the 
admiration of their fellow-citizen*. The particular exertions of your. 
Lordftup and your Colleagues have merited, and it gives me infinite, 
fatisfa&ion to fay, have obtained, the univer&d approbation of all ranks 
of men. 

The bufinefs of this day, equally to be remembered in the annals of, 
thia city and of Maibury, will tranfmit your names with luftre to poftejity. 
Thoufands yet unborn, learning to admire your virtues, will thereby, be . 
ftimulated to follow the great example you have fet them, of fteady pa- 
triotlfm, love of your country, and anxious defire to advance the welfare, 
apd increafe the fame, of the city , of Edinburgh. 


* The particulars of this part of the ceremony were exactly fimilar to that 
obferved at laying the fotmdauon-ftone of the South Bridge, fee p. 298* 


Digitized by Google 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


3°4 

In the name of the Craft of Free and Accepted Mafona, and in toy own# 
I fincerely implore the protection of the Supreme ArchiteCl of the Uni- 
verfe on your lordfhip and your brethren in the magiftracy ! May you 
long continue here the ornaments of civil fociety ; and may you hereafter be 
received into thofe manfions, thole lodges, prepared in heaven for the 
bleffed ! 

To this addrefs the Lord Provoft, in name of the 
Magiftrates and Town Council of the City of Edin- 
burgh, made a fuitable reply. 

The Grand Mafter then addrefied the Principal, 
as reprefenting the Univerfity of Edinburgh, in the 
following words : 

Reverend Sir, < 

Permit me to congratulate yon as Principal, and your brethren as Pro- 
feffors, of the Univerfity of Edinburgh, on the work in which we have this 
day been engaged.— A work, worthy of your Patrons, who (ever confider- 
ittg the public good) will not permit the feat of learning, eftabliflied in this 
/ ancient metropolis, to bear the appearance of decay, at a time when fo 
much attention is bellowed on the elegance and convenience both of pub- 
lic and private edifices. 

Permit me, likewife to congratulate my country, on the probability of 
feeing the different chairs of the magnificent ftru&ure now to be ere&cd, 
filled by men Yu diflinguilhed for their piety, fo eminent for their learning, 
and fo celebrated for their abilities, as thofe to whom I now have the 
honour to addrefs myfelf. 

Any panegyric that 1 can pronounce, mull fall fo far fhort of what is 
due to you. Sir, and your honourable and learned brethren, that it would 
be prefumption in me to attempt to exprefs my fenfe of your deferts. 
Suffice it to fay, that the Grand Lodge of Scotland, and the lodges de- 
pending on it, are mod happy, in having this opportunity of aflifting at, 
and witneffing, the laying the foundation, whence it is their earned wifh a 
building may arife, which, in future ages, may be as renowned for the ex- 
cellence of its teachers, and as much refpe&ed for the propriety of conduCl 
in its ftudents, as the Univerfity now is, over which you have the peculiar 
fatisfa&ion of prefiding. 

May the Almighty ArchiteCl, the Sovereign Difpofer of all events, 
grant, that the Principal and Profeffors of this College may continue to 
deliver their inflxu&ions, and the ftudents receive their admonitions, in 
fuch a manner as may redound to the glory of God, the promoting of 
fcience, and the extenfion of all ufeful learning. 
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To which the rev. Principal made the following 
reply:— 

My Lord, 

From very hiimble beginnings, the Univerfity of Edinburgh has at- 
tained to fuch eminence, aa entitles it to be ranked among the moft cele- 
brated feminities of learning. Indebted to the bounty of (Several of. oar 
Sovereigns — diftinguilhed particularly by the gracious Prince now feated 
on the Bridih throne, whom, with gratitude, we reckon among the moft 
munificent of our royal benefa&ors — and cherifhed by the continued at- “ 
tention and good offices of our honourable Patrons, this Univerfity can now 
boaft of the number and variety of its inftitutiona for the iaftru&ion of 
youth in all the branches of literature and (Science. 

With what integrity and difeemment perfons have been chofen to prefide 
in each of thefe departments, the character of my learned colleagues affords 
the moft (Satisfying evidence. From confidence in their abilities, and affi- 
duity in discharging the duties of their refpe&ive offices, the Univerfity of 
Edinburgh has become a feat of education, not only to youth in every part 
of the Britifh dominions, but, to the honour of our country, ftudents have 
been attra&ed to it from almoft every nation in Europe, and every ftate in 
America. 

One thing ftill was wanting. The apartments appropriated far the ac- 
commodation of Profeffors and Students were fo extremely unsuitable to 
the flourifhiag ftate of the Univerfity, that rt has long been 'the general 
wifh to have buildings more decent and convenient ere&td. What your, 
lordihip has now done, gives a near profpe& of having thi* wifh accom- 
phftied ; and we confider it as a moft aufplcious circumftance, that the 
foundation-ftone of this new manfion of fcience is laid by your lordihip, 
who, among your anceftors, reckon a man, whofe original and univerfal 
genius places him high among the illuftrious perfons wlio have contributed 
moft eminently to enlarge the boundaries of human knowledge. 

Permit me to add, wliat I regard as my own peculiar felicity, that by 
having remained in my prefent ftation much longer than any of my pre- 
deceffors, I have lived to witnefs an event fo beneficial to ibis Univerfity, 
the profperity of which is near to my heart, and has ever been the otye& 
of my warmed withes. 

May Almighty God, without invocation of* whom no a&ion of import • 
ance (hould be begun, blcfs this undertaking, and enable us to carry it on 
with fuccefe ! May he continue to protect our Univerfity, the object of 
whofe inftitution is to inftil into the minds of youth, principles of found 


Digitized by Google 



ILLUSTRATION S 


306 

knowledge 1 to rofpire them with the love of religion and virtue* etui te 
prepare them for filling the various fituationa in fociety, with honour to 
themfelves* and with benefit to their country 1 

All this we sik, in the name of Chrift ; and unto the Father, the Son> 
and the Holy Spirit, we afcribe the kingdom, power, and glory ! Amen. 

After the Principal had finiflied hU fpeech, the" bre- 
thren concluded the ceremony with the honours. 

Two cryfta! bottles, call on purpofe at the glafs- 
houfe of Leith, were depofited in the foundation- 
ftone. In one of thefe were put different coins of 
the prefent reign, each .of which was preripufly en- 
veloped in cryftal, in fuch an ingenious manner that 
the legend on the coins could be diftin£Uy read 
without breaking the cryftal. In the other bottle 
were depofited feven rolls of vellum, containing a 
Ihort account of the original foundation and prefent 
ftate of the fJniverfity, together with ieveral other 
papers ; in particular, the different newfpapersj con- 
taining advertifements relative to the college, &c. 
and a lift of the names of the prefent Principal and 
Profeflbrs, alfo of the prefent Lord Provoft and Ma- 
jjiftrates, and Officers of the Grand Lodge of Scot- 
land. The bottles being carefully fealed up, were 
covered with a plate of copper wrapt in block -tin j 
.and, upon the under-fide of the copper, were en- 
graven the arms of the city of Edinburgh, and of the 
Univerfity ; likewife the arms of the right hon. lord 
Napier* Grand Mafter Mafon of Scotland. Upon 
the upper-fide, a Latin infeription, of which the fol- 
lowing is a copy : 

ANNUE NTE DEO OFT. MAX. 

REG N ANTE GEORGIO IU. PRINCIPE MUNIFIGEN- 
TI&SJMO, 
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ACADEMLE EDINBURGfiNSIS 
EDIBUS, 

INITIO QUIDEM HUMILUMIS, 

ET JAM, POST DUO SECULA, PENE RUINOS 
NOVI HU JUS EDIFICII, 

UBI COMMODITATI SIMUL ET ELEGANTIE, 
TANTO DOCTRI N ARUM DOMICIUODIGNE, 
CONSULERETUR, 

PRIMUM LAPIDEM POSUIT, 
FLAUDENTE INGENTI OMNIUM ORDINUM FRB- 
QUENTIA, 

VIR NOBLISSIMUS FRANCISCUS DOMINUS NAPIER, 
REIPUB. ARCHITECTO v ICE APUD SCOTOS 
CURIO 
MAXIMUS. 

XVI KAL. DECEMB. 

ANNO SALUTIS HUMANA MDCCLXXXIX. 
ERE ARCHITECTONIC^: I33IDCCLXXXIX. 
CONSULE THOMA ELDER ; 

ACADEMLE PREFECID GULIELMO ROBERTSON, 
ARCHITECTO ROBERTO ADAM. 

Q. F. F. Q. S. 

TRANSLATION. 

By the blelling of Almighty God, 

In the reign of the mod munificent Prince George IIL 
The buildings of the Univerfity of Edinburgh, 

Being originally very mean, 

And now, after two centuries, almoft a ruin. 

The Right Hon. Francis Lord Napier, 

Grand Mailer of the Fraternity of Free Mafons in Scotland, 
Amidft the acclamations 
Of a prodigious conceurfe of people, 

Laid the foundation-done 
Of this new fabric, 

In which an union of elegance with convenience, 

Suitable to the dignity of fuch a celebrated feat of learning. 
Has been dudied, 

On the 16th day of November, 

In the year of our Lord 1 7 89, 

And of the sera of Mafonry 5789. 
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Thomas Eider being the Lord Provoft ef the City; 

William Robertson, the Principal of the Unhrerfity $ 

And Robert Adam, the Arcbite&. 

May the undertaking profper, and be crowned with fucceft . 

An anthem having been fqng, the brethren re- 
turned, the whole proceflion being reverfed ; and 
when the junior lodge arrived at the door of the Par- 
liament-houfe, it fell back to the right and left with- 
in the line of foldiers, when the Principal, Profefiors, 
and Students ; the Lord Provoft, Magiftrates, and 
Town Council; and the Grand Lodge, paffed through 
With their hats off. 

The proceflion on this occaflon was one of the 
moil brilliant and numerous that ever was exhibited 
in the city of Edinburgh. The Provoft and Magif- 
trates had very properly invited many of the nobility 
and gentry from all parts of the country, to witnefs 
the folemnity of laying the foundation-ftone of a 
College, the archite&ure of which, it is agreed by 
all who have feen the plan, will do honour to the 
city, to the nation, and to Europe. But the number 
of perfons invited was far exceeded by the immenfe 
multitude of all ranks, who, defireus of viewing fo 
magnificent a fpe&acle, filled the flreets, windows, 
and even roofs of the houfes, all the way from the 
Parliament-clofe* down the High-ftreet and Bridge- 
ftreet, near the fouth end of which the foundation- 
ftone was laid. Above 20,000 were fuppofed to be 
wit rifles of this ceremony ; and, notwithftanding 
this immenfe crowd, the greateft order and decency 
were obferved ; nor did the fmalleft accident 
happen. 
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On the 7th of January 1 795, the brethren in Scot- 
land had another opportunity of exemplifying their 
lkill in the praftical rules of the Art, at opening the 
new bridge for carriages at Monttofc. This under- 
taking had been long deemed impra&icable, on ac- 
count of the extent being near half a mile acrofs a 
rapid influx and reflux of the fea ; but was at laft 
happily accomplithed under the fuperintendance of 
the Fraternity, and the great poft road from the fouth 
to the north of Scotland is now united. A public 
proceffion was formed on this occafion, and the 
Grand Matter, am id ft an immenfe concourfe of 
people, having critically examined the work, declared 
it well built* and ably executed. 

Having deferibed the principal works in which the 
brethren in Scotland were employed, we (hall now 
refumc the hiftory of Mafonry in England, and trace 
the occurrences that have taken place there, under 
the aufpices of the duke of Cumberland, and his 
fucceffor the prince of Wales. 

On Thurfday the 9th of March 1786, his royal’ 
highnefs Prince William Henry, now duke of Cla- 
rence, was initiated into .Mafonry at the Lodge- 
N° 86, held at the Prince George inn at Plymouth. 

On the 4th of January 1 7S7, was opened in Lon- 
don, the Grand Chapter of Harodim. Though this 
order is of ancient date, and had been patronifed in> 
different parts of Europe, there appears not on record; 
previous to this period the regular eftabliftiment of 
fuch an affociation in England. For fome years, it 
was faintly encouraged* but fince its merit has been 
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farther inveftigated, it has received the patronage of 
fcveral exalted mafonic charadcrs. 

The myfteries of this order are peculiar to the 
iflftitution itfelf, while the le&ures of the Chapter 
include every branch of the mafonic fyftcm, and re-* 
prelent the art of Malonry in a finilhed and complete 
form. 

Different claffes are eftablilhed, and particular 
le&ures reftrided to each clafs. The le&ures are 
divided into fedions, and the fedions into claufes* 
The fedions are annually affigned by the Chief 
Harod, to a certain number of fldlful companions 
in each clafs, who are denominated SfiCTiONrsTS $ 
and they are empowered to diftribute the claufes of 
their refpedive fedions, with the approbation of 
the Chief Harod and General Diredor, among the 
private companions of the Chapter, who ate deno- 
min ate d Clauseholders. Such companions as by 
al&duity become pbflefied of all the fedions in the 
ledure, are called Lecturers ; and out of thefe the. 
General Diredor is always chofen. 

- Every Claufehoider, on his appointment, is pre- 
fen ted with a ticket, Cgned by the Chief Harod, 
fpecifying the daufe allotted to him. This ticket 
entitles him to enjoy the rank and privileges of a 
Claufeholdet in the Chapter ; and no Claufeholder 
cun transfer his ticket to another Companion, unlefe 
the content of the Council has been obtained for that - 
prrrpofe, and the General Diredor has approved the 
Companion to whom it is to be tr ansfer re d , as qua* 
lifted to hold it. In cafe of the death* fioknefs, or 
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Ron*tetidence in London, of any Lefturer, Seftionift, 
or ClaufehoMer, another Companion is appointed to 
fiH up the vacancy for the time being, that the lec- 
ture# may be always complete ; and during the 
fefiien, a public left ore is uftially delivered at ftatcd 
tunes. 

The Grand Chapter is governed by a Grand Pa* 
troth two Vice-Patrons, a Chief Ruler, and two Af- 
fiftants, with a Council of twelve refpecfcable Com- 
panions, who are chofen annually at the Chapter 
neatefb to the feftivai of St. John the Evangelift. 

On Thurfday, the 6th of February 1787, his 
royal highnefs the Prince of Wales was made a 
Mafon, at an occafional lodge, convened for the 
purpofe, at the Star and Garter tavern, Pall-mall, 
over which the Duke of Cumberland prefided in 
perfon. And on Friday the 2ift of November fol- 
lowing, his royal highnefs the Duke of York was 
initiated into Mafon ry, at a fpecial lodge convened 
for foe purpofe* at the fame place, over which the* 
Grand Matter alfo prefided in perfon. His high- 
nefs was introduced by his royal brother the Prince 
of Wales, who* a&tted at the ceremony of his 
initiation. 

On the 25th of March 1788, another event wor- 
thy of notice in the annals of Mafonry took place 
— the inftitution of the Royal Cumberland Free* 
mafoos-fchool, for maintaining, clothing, and edu- 
cating foe female children and orphans of indigent 
brethren. To the benevolent exertions of cheVsKer 
Itarfoolomew Rufptni, the Fraternity are firft in* 
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debted for this eftablifhment* Under the patron* 
age of her royal highnefs the duchefs of Comber* 
land, the fchool was originally formed ; and to her 
foftering hand is owing its prefent flourifliing ftate, 
by her recommending it to the Royal Family ; as 
well as to many of the nobility ajid gentry of both 
fexes. On the ift of January 1789, fifteen ehildren 
were taken into a houfe provided for them at So- 
mers Town, St. Pancras ; but fince that time, h J 
the liberal encouragement which the Charity has 
received from the Fraternity in India as well as in 
England, the Governors have been enabled to aug- 
ment the number of children at different periods to 
fixty-five. 

The obje& of this Charity is to train up' children 
in the knowledge of virtue and religion ; in an early 
deteftation of vice, and its unhappy confequences ; 
in induftry, as neceffary to their condition ; and to 
imprefs ftrongly on their minds, a due fenfe of fub- 
ordination, true humility, and obedience to their 
fuperiors. 

In 1793, the Governors, anxious (till farther to 
extend the benefits of this Inftitution, hired on leafe 
a piece of ground in St. George’s Fields belonging 
to the city of London, on which they have ere&ed a 
commodious and fpacious fchool-houfe at the ex- 
pence of upwards of 2,5001., in which the children 
are now placed. This building is fufficiently ex* 
tenfive to accommodate an hundred children ; and. 
from the exertions of the Fraternity at home and 
abroad, there is every reafon to hope that the Go-. 
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vcrnors will (bon hare it in their power to proride 
for that number *. 

This Charity is under the immediate fuperintend- 
ance of her royal highnels the duchefe of Cumber- 
land, the patronefs \ their royal highnefles the prince 
of Wales, the duke of York, the duke of Gloucefter, 
and Prince Frederick of Orange, the Patrons $ Che- 
valier Bartholomew Rufpini, the Inftitutor , the 

* The following are fame of the general regulations for the manage- 
ment of this School t 

Every child who is admitted into the School mull be the daughter of a 
Mafon who has been initiated into the Society three yean, and regiftered 
in the books of the Grand Lodge; and fuch child, at the time of applica- 
tion, muft be between the age of five and ten years ; not weak, fickly, or 
aifli&ed with any dUbrder or infirmity; muff have had the (mall-pox, 
and be free from any corporeal or mental deft#. There is no 
reftri&ii,ii as to her parochial fettiement, whether it be in town or 
country. 

( hildren continue in the School till they attain the age of fifteen yean, 
during which time they are carefully inftnnfted in every domeftic employ- 
ment ; and when they quit the School, are placed out as apprentices, zi- 
ther to trades, or as domeftic fervants, as may be found moft fuitable to 
their refpe&ive capacities. 

A Quarterly General Court of the Governors is held on the fecond 
Thurfday in January, April, July, and 0<ftober, to receive the reports of 
the General Committee, order all payments, admit and difeharge chil- 
dren, and tranfa& all general bufinefs reftrive to the Charity. 

A General Committee, confiding of perpetual and life Governors, and 
thirty auuual Governors, meet on the iaft Thurfday in eveiy month, to 
receive the reports of the Sub-committees, and give fuch diredions as they 
(hall judge proper, fubje& to the confirmation or rejection of the fuc- 
eeediug Quarterly Court. 

A Houfe Committee, confiding of twelve members of the General 
Committee, meet on the Thurfday preceding each meeting of that Com- 
mittee, (or oftener, if any matter require their attendance,) to whom the 
internal management is fpecially delegated ; for which purpofe they vifit 
riie School in weekly rotation, examine the provifions and ftcres fent in 
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right hern, earl of Moira* firWiUiam, Addiogton 
knt., James Hefeltine* James Gallo way. ^efqts# the 
Truftees ; and fir Peter Parker bart. and William 
Forftecn efq. the Treafurers ** 

To the benevolent and indefatigable exertions of 
William Forfteen, Anthony Ten Broeke, Adam 
Gordon efqrs., and a few other refpe&able bre- 
thren^ the Society are principally indebted for the 
complete eftablifliment of this truly laudable Infti- 
tution ; and fuch have been the care and pains be- 


for the ufe of the Charity, and fee that the feveral regulations are 
ftri&ly complied with, and report their proceedings to the General Com- 
mittee. 

A Committee of Auditors, eonfifting of twelve members of the Ge- 
neral Committee, meet previous to every Quarterly Court, to examine 
the vouchers and accounts of theTreafurer and Colle&or, fee that the 
fame are properly entered by the Secretary, and prevent any payments 
being made, which have not been previoufly examined and approved by 
th« Houfe and General Committees. 

* AbftraSt of the general Principles upon which this Charity is condn&ed, 
and the Qualification and Privileges qf a Governor. 

1. Every perfon fubferibing one guinea annually, is deemed a Gover- 
nor, or Governefs, during the time fuch fubfeription is continued. 

2. Every fubferiber of ten guineas, or upwards, is deemed a Governor 
or Governefs for life ; and fuch Governor is a Member of the Genenfl 
Committee. 

3. The Mafler for the time being of any lodge fubferibing one guinea 
annually, is deemed a Governor during that time. 

4. The Mafter for the time being of any lodge fubferibing ten guineas, < 
is a member of the Committee for fifteen years ; and on fuch lodge paying 
the further fum of ten guineas within the fpace Of ten years, fuch Mafler 
for the time being is a Governor, and member of the Committee, fo long 
as fuch lodge exifts. 

5 . The Mafter for the time being of any lodge fubferibing twenty gui- 
neas, is a perpetual Governor, fo long as fuch lodge exifts. 
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flowed on the education of the children* that the 
fums arifing from their work) for federal years paft* 
have exceeded 200I. annually# 

On the 10th of February 1790* the Grand Lodge 
voted an animal fubfcription of 25k to this Charity* 
and particularly recommended it to the lodges as 
deferving encouragement j in confcquence of which 
confidence fums have been railed for its fupport ; 
and among the very liberal fubfcriptions from the 
lodges, the Shakefpeare Lodge at Corent Garden, 
under William Forfteen, efq. is particularly diftin* 
guifhed, having as a lodge, and from individual* 
belonging to it, paid above a thoufand pounds to 
the fund. From thefe donations and the increafe of 


6. Any fubfcriber who has already made a benefa&ion of ten guineas, 
or the Mafter of any lodge who has contributed twenty guineas, and 
ehoofes to repeat fuch donation, is entitled to the privilege of a fecond 
vote on all queftions relative to the Charity. 

7. The executor of any perfon paying a legacy of one hundred pounds 
for the ufe of the Charity, is deemed a Governor far Hfe ; mud in cafe « 
legacy of two hundred pounds, or upwards, he paid for the ufe of thq 
Charity, then all the executors proring the will are deemed Governors 
for life. 

8. Every Governor has a right to vote at all Quarterly and Special 
Courts ; and every Nobleman, Member of Parliament, Lady, Mafter of a 
counfry lodge, and Governor not refiding within the bills of mortality, 
have a right to vote by proxy, at all ballots and elections ; but no perfon, 
being an annual Governor, can be permitted to vote at any eledhon until 
the fubfcription for the current year; (and arrears, if any ,) are paid to the 
Treafurer. 

9. Any Governor fupplying this Inftitution with any article, where* 

from any emolument may arife, {hall not vote on any queftion relative 
thereto ; nor can fuch Governor be a member of any Committee whatever 
daring the time be forvet the Charity. * . ' 
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annual contributions, an Inflitutioti, which refle&s 
great honour on the Fraternity, promifes fair to have 
a permanent eilablifliment. 

The duke of Cumberland continued in the office 
of Grand Mailer till his death in September 1790 j 
when it may be truly faid, that fuch a valuable ac- 
quifition was made to the Society during his high- 
nefsY adminiftration, as is almoit unparalleled in the 
annals of Mafonry. 

On the 10th of February 1790, regular nbtice 
was given in Grand Lodge, that his royal highnefs 
prince Edward, now duke of Kent, while on his 
travels, had been regularly initiated into Mafonry in 
the Union Lodge at Geneva 5 and we are fince ere* 
dibly informed that his royal highnefs prince Au^ 
guilus Frederick, now duke of Suflex, has been 
likewife initiated into the Order at a Lodge m 
Berlin* 

The Grand Lodge, highly fenfible of the great 
honour conferred on the Society by the initiation 
of fo many royal perfonages, unanimoufly refolved, 
that each of them (hould be prefented with an 
apron, lined with blue filk, the clothing of a Grand 
Officer 5 and that they {hould be placed, in all pub- 
lic meetings of the Society, on the right hand of the 
Grand Mailer, and rank in all proceffions as Pail 
Grand Mailers* 

On the ad of May 1790, the grand feail was 
honoured with the prefence of the duke of Cum- 
berland, the Grand Mailer in the chair ; attended 
by his royal nephews, the prince of Wales, and the 
dukes of York and Clarence, with above five bun- 
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dred other brethren. At this Grand Aflembly was 
confirmed the re-inftatement of the members of the 
Lodge of Antiquity in all their mafonic privileges, 
after an unfortunate reparation of ten years ? and 
among thofe who were re-inflated, the Author of 
this treatife had the honour to be included. 

On the 24th of November 1 790, his royal high- 
nefs the prince of Wales was ele&ed to the high and 
important office of Grand Matter, and he was 
pleafed to appoint lord Rawdon (now earl of Moira) 
A£ting Grand Matter, who had previoufly filled that 
office under his late royal uncle, on the refignation of 
the carl of Effingham, who went abroad on his ac- 
cepting the governorfhip of J amaica. 

On the 9th of February 1791, the Grand Lodge 
refolved, on the motion of lord Petre, that, in tefti- 
mony of the high fenfe the Fraternity entertained of 
the honour done to the Society by his royal highnefs 
the prince of Wales’s acceptance of the office of 
Grand Matter, three elegant chairs and candiefticks 
fhould be provided for the ufe of the Grand Lodge; 
and at the grand feaft in May following, thefe were 
accordingly finifhed, and prefented to public view ; ' 
but unfortunately the Grand Matter’s indifpofition 
at that time prevented him from honouring the 
Society with his prefence. Lord Rawdon, however, 
officiated as proxy for his royal highnefs, who was 
re-ele&ed with the moil joyful acclamations. 
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, SECT. XII. 

Hiftoryef Mafinry from the Injiallation of the Prime 
£/* Wales 0/ Grand Mailer, to the Grand Feqjt 
-initySmehifivBk 

j » . . { „ ' . * 

At the Grand Feaft held at Freemafons’-Hali 
on the 2d of May 179a, his royal highnefs the 
Prince of Wales was inftailed Grand Mailer* to the 
inexpjreffible Joy of the Fraternity, in the prefence of, 
his royal brother the duke of York, the right hon*> 
lord Rawdon, now. earl pf Moira, and above 50a 
other ^efpe&able brethren. The -repeated applauies 
bellowed by the, company upon the royal brothers, 
were higiily, grateful to their feelings, while the 
affability and heart-felt fatisfadlion of the Grand 
Matter at the head of his brethren were particularly, 
noticed* His highnefs performed the duties of his, 
office in a ttyle fuperior to molt of his predeceffars. 
His pbfervatians were clear, acute, and diftindl j his 
expreffion was fluent, manly, and pertinent ; and his 
eulogium on his deceafed uncle, the laft Grand 
Majfter, pathetic, graceful, and elegant. The com- 
pliment he conferred on the earl of Moira as Adting 
Grand Matter, was truly mafonic j fnd to all his 
Officers, on their appointments, he paid the proper 
tribute to .their refpedtive merits. In fliort, during 
the whole ceremony, his demeanour was courteous, 
pleafing, and dignified. 
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An eera fo important in the annals of Mafonry 
mud be recorded with peculiar fatisfa&ion. Under 
the aufpices of fo illuftrious a pattern as the heir 
apparent to the crown of Great Britain, the Society 
muft necefiarily extend its influence, and the Fra* 
ternity derive great encouragement in their zealous 
endeavours to promote the principles of the inftito* 
tion. Tcflimonies of loyalty and attachment to the 
family on the throne, and to the happy conftitution 
of the country, were tranfmitted to his highnefs 
from the brethren in every quarter. The lodges hr 
town and country vied with each other inexpteffionr 
of duty and afle& ion to the Grand Matter, and in 
various addrefles to his highnefs teftified fubmiflion 
atid obedience to the laws, and an ardent wifh to 
fupport that well-regulated form of government, 
from which they and their anccftors had derived the 
invaluable bleffings of liberty, fo truly efiential to the 
happinefs of his majefty’s fubjedts in general, and 
to the propagation of thofe principles which diftin* 
guifh the Craft of Mafons in particular — univerfal 
charity, brotherly love, and peace. 

On the 21ft of June, the brethren in the county 
of Lincoln tranfmitted their grateful acknowledge 
ments to his highnefs in a column of heart of oak, 
which was prefented by the rev. William Peters, 
their Provincial Grand Mafter. Stimulated by the 
fame motive, feveral other lodges copied the ex-' 
ample, and on the 7th of January 1793, the Free-* 
mafons of Cornwall unanimoufly voted an addrefs 
to his highnefs, which was prefented by fir John 
St. Aubyn, their Provincial Grand Mafter, and molt 
* 4 
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gracioufly received. In fhort, one fpirit feemed to 
animate the whole Fraternity) who joyfully hailed 
the rifing fplendor and profperity of the Craft. 

The French revolution) which) in extent and im- 
portance of effect, is unqueftionably the mod mo- 
mentous event that has happened lincc the religious 
revolutions in Europe at the beginning of the fix- 
teenth century, having unfortunately given rife at 
this time to many unhappy diffentions, which fpread 
their cbntagion among fome of the inhabitants of 
this ifland) it became neceffary to counteraft the 
tneafures of thofe miftaken individuals who were 
endeavouring to fow the feeds of anarchy, and poifon 
die minds of the people againft his majefty’s govern- 
ment, and the excellent conftitution under which 
they enjoyed the invaluable bleffings of liberty and 
property. This induced mod of the corporate bo- 
dies in the kingdom, and all the true friends to the 
conditution, to dem the torrent of opposition, and 
promote in their different departments a jud fenfe 
qf the advantages enjoyed under the prefent govern- 
ment. Hence add redes to the throne were daily 
prefented, with affurances of a determination to 
fupport the meafures of adminidration ; and among 
the red, it was deemed proper that the Society of 
Mafons, by adding their mite to the number, fhould 
(hew that attachment to the King and Conditution 
which the laws of the Order enjoined. Accordingly, 
on the 8th of February 1793, the Grand Lodge 
unanimoufly refolved, that the following Addrefs 
fhould be prefented to his Majedy,by his Royal High-^ 
nefs *, who, in compliance with the requed of his bre- 
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thren, condefcended to prefent it in perlon to his- 
Royal Parent, by whom it was moft gracioufly re- 
ceived : 

To the King's Moft Excellent Majesty, 

The humble Addrefs of the Grand Lodge of the Ancient Fraternity of 
Free and Accepted Mafons under the Con/Htution <f England, 

MOST GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN, 

AT a time when nearly the whole maft of the people anxioufly press 
forward, and offer with one heart and one voice the moft animated tefti- 
monies of their attachment to your Majefty’s Ferfon and Government, and 
of their unstated zeal, at this period of innovation and anarchy in other 
countries, for the unequalled Conftitution of their own, permit a body of 
men, Sire, which, though nut known to the laws, has !>een ever obedient 
to them — men who do not yield to any description of your Mqjefty’s 
fubje&s in the love of their Country, in true allegiance to their Sove- 
reign, or in any other of the duties of a good Citizen — to approach you 
with tliis public declaration of their political principles. The times, they 
think, demand it of them j and they wifh not to be among the laft, in 
fuck times, to throw their weight, whatever that may be, into the fcale 
tff Order, Subordination, and good Government. 

It is written, Sire, in tlie Inftitute of our Order, that we ftudl not, at 
our meetings, go into religious or political difcuffion ; becaufe, compofed 
(as our fraternity is) of men of various nations, profeffing different rules of 
faith, and attached to oppofite fyftems of governmeo*, fuch difcuffions, 
iharpening the mind of man againft hts brother, might offend and dif- 
unive. A crifis, however, fo uulooked for as the prefent, juftifies to our 
judgmeut a relaxation of that rule ; and our firft duty as Britons fuper- 
fed'rng all other confiderations, we add, without farther paufe, our voice to 
that of our fellow -fubje&s, in declaring one common and fervent attach- 
ment to a government by King, Lords, and Commons, as eftabfifhed by 
the glorious Revolution of 1688 . 

The excellence of all human inftitutions is comparative and fleeting ; 
pofitive perfection, or unchanging aptitude to its obje#, we know, be- 
longs mot to the work of man ; hut, when we view the principles of go- 
vernment which have recently obtained In other nations, and then look 
upon our own, we exult in poffeffing, at this time, the wifeft and beft 
potted fyftera the world hat ever known : — a fyfteca which affords bqual 
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prote&ion (the only equality ire look for* or that indeed is practicable) 
and impartial juftice to all. 

It may be thought, perhaps y being what we are, a private fociety of 
men — connected by invifible ties — profeffing fecrecy, — myfterious in 
our meetings, ftamped by no A& of Prerogative, — and acknowledged 
by no law ; we affume a port and hold a language upon this occafion, to 
Which wc ean urge no legal or admitted right. We are the free citizens. 
Sire , of a fre' fiate , and number many thousands of our body. — The 
Heir Apparent of th * empire is our Chief — * We fraternize for the pur- 
port of fbeial inter courfe, of mutual ajfijlance, of charity to the dijlrejjed, 
and good-will to all : and fdetity to a truf, reverence to the magifirate, 
and obedience to the laws) are fculptured in capitals upon the pediment of 
bur Tnjiitution. And let us add, that, pervading as we do, every ctyfs of 
the community, and every walk of life, and diffeminating our principles 
wherever We ftrike root, this addrefs may be confldered as fpeaking, in 
epitome, the fentimentsof a people. 

Having thus attefted our principles, we have only to implore the Su* 
preme Archrte6l of the Lniverfe, whofe almighty hand hath laid in the 
deep the firm foundation of this country's greatnefs , and whofe proving 
fiiield hath covered her amidjl the crafh of nations , that lie will continue 
to (belter and fuftain her. May her fans be contented , and her daughters 
happy ! and may your Majefty; — the immediate inftrument of her 
prefent profperity and power, to whom unbiafled pofterity (hall thus in- 
scribe the column i 

To George, the Triend of the People, 
and Patron of the Arts, which brighten and euibellifl* life, 

With your amiable Queen, and your royal Progeny, 

Long, lqng continue to be the bleffing and the boaft of a grateful, , 
happy, and united people ! 

Given, unattimoufly, in Grand Lodge, at b reemafons’-Hall , tliis 
6th of February, 1793. (Sighed) 

(Counterfigned) Rawdon, A.G. M. 

William White, G. S. Peter Parker, D. G. M. 

For the Grand Mailer’s attention to the interefts 
of the Society, in prefenting the above loyal an<f 
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a#e£Uonate Addrefs, the Grand Lodge urianimoufly 
voted the following Addrefs to his Highnefs : 

To his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, Grand Majler of the mojl 
Ancient and Honourable Society of Free and Accepted Mafons . 

MOST WORSHIPFUL AND ROYAL SIR, 

ACCUSTOMED, as we have been, from the hour in which your name 
firft adorned the roll of our Order, to the manly vigor of your mind, and 
die winning benignity of your manners, we did not look for any event which 
could raife you in our eftiraati>n, or draw you nearer to our affc&ions. 
With you at our head, we have feen our reputation advanced in the opi- 
nion of our fellow-fubje&s, our fyftem expand itfelf, and addtd honour 
and increafing profperity lie in unclouded profpeA before us. Thefe 
tilings we aferibe to you , Sir, as to their proper fourcej and yet the filent 
homage of the heart has been hitherto the only return we have made you. 
Such, however, has been the generous alacrity with which your Royal 
Highnefs has offered to prefent to his Majefty the accompanying tribute 
of our fervent loyalty to him, and of our unfhaken attachment to that 
Conftitution, which (happily for thefe nations) at once confirms his pof- 
feffion and your inheritance, and all the rightB of all the people ; and fach 
the fenfe we entertain of ihe proud diftintftion you have thus conferred 
upon our Body, that it were inconfiftent with our honour, we think, as 
well as irkfome to our feelings, to continue longer filent. 

Accept then. Royal Sir, our warn. eft and rnoft dutiful acknowledgments 
for your gracious condefcenfion upon this (to us) raoft momentous oecafion. 
May he, by whom kings govern and empires profper, fliower upon your 
Royal Parents, yourfelf, and the whole of your illuftrious line, hlsoholceft 
bleffings ! May you all long exift in the hearts of a brave and generous 
people ; and Britain triumphant, her enemies be abafed ! May her ac- 
knowledged fuperiority, returning peace, and the grateful reverence of 
refeued nations, perpetuate the fame of her virtues, the influence of her 
example, and the weight and authority of her dominion ! 

By the unanimous order of the Grand Lodge, 
(CounterGgned) (Signed) Rawdon, A. G. M. 

William White, G. S. Peter Parker, D. G. M* 

While thefe proofs of the profperity of the So- 
ciety in England were univerfally fpread through* 
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out the kingdom, accounts were daily tranfmitted 
of the rapid progrefs of the Inftitution in different 
parts of the world. Many dignified and refpeft- 
able characters had enrolled their names among 
the Fraternity ; and it is with feme degree of fatis- 
fa&ion, that among them we have to record the 
name of the king of Sweden, who was initiated into 
the Order at the Grand Lodge of Stockholm on the 
22d of March 1793, under the aufpices of Charles 
duke of Sudermania, regent of the kingdom, who 
prefided as Grand Mafter on the occafion. 

The brethren in America at this period alfo feem 
to have been no lefs zealous in expreffing a dutiful 
attachment to their patrons and prote&ors ; for the 
Grand Lodge of the Commonwealth of Maffachu- 
fetts in North America having nearly arranged their 
Conftitutions, tranfmitted a copy of them to Ge- 
neral Walhington with the following Addrefs : 

Addrefs of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted M fans of the Cam- 

mflm/ceatih of Maffachufctts in North America , to their Brother 

George Washington. 

WHILST the hiftorlan is deferibing the career of your glory, and 
the inhabitants of an extci.five empire pre made happy in your unexampled 
exertions ; whilft fome celebrate the Hero, fo diiUnguifhed in liberating 
United America, and others the Patriot who prefides over her councils ; a 
band of brothers, having always joined the acclamations of their country- 
men, now teftify their refpeft for thofc milder virtues which hfcve ever 
graced the man. 

Taught by the precepts of our Society, that all its members fiand upon 
a level, we venture' to a flume this ftation, and to approach you with 
that freedom which diminifhes our diffidence, without leffening our tt~ 
(jpeA. Defirous to enlarge the boundaries of focial happinefs, and to 
vindicate the ceremonies of their Inftkutioo, this Grand Lodge has pub- 
hiked ** A Book of Confutations” (and a copy for your acceptance art 
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Companies this,) which, by difcovering the principles that a&uate, will 
fpeak the eulogy of the Society, though they fervently wifh the conduit 
of its members may prove its higher commendation. 

Convinced of its attachment to its caufe, and readinefs to encourage its 
benevolent defigns, they have taken the liberty to dedicate this work to 
one, the qualities of whofe heart, and the a&iont of whofe life, have con- 
tributed to improve perfonal virtue, and extend throughout the world the 
mod endearing cordialities ; and they humbly hope he will pardon this 
freedom, and accept the tribute of their edeera and homage. 

May the Supreme Architect of the Univerfe protect and blefs you, give 
you length of days and increafe of felicity in this world, and then receive 
you to the harmonious and exalted Society in Heaven ! 

John Cutler, G. M. 

Bodou, Josiah Bartlet, S. G. W. 

Dec. 27, A. L. 1792. Mungo Mackay, J. G* W ! . 

To this Addrefs General Walhington returned the 
following Anfwer : 

Anfwer to the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Mafons oj 
Majfachufelts. 

FLATTERING as it ntay be to the human mind, and truly honour- 
able as it is, to receive fr»m our fellow-citizens tcdinionies of approba- 
tion for exertions to promote the public welfare ; it is not lets pleaOng to 
know, that the milder vinues of the heart are highly refpeHed by a So- 
ciety whofe literal principles are founded in the immutable laws of truth 
and jujlice. 

To enlarge the fphere of focial hap pi nefs is worthy the benevolent 
fign of a Mafunic Inditution ; and it is mod fervently to be wiihed, that 
the conduit of every member of the Fraternity, as well as thofe publica- 
tions that difeover the principles which a&uate them, may tend to con- 
vince mankind, that the grand oljeft of Mafonry is to promote the happi- 
nefs rf the human rate. 

While I beg your acceptance of my flanks for the “ Book of Cortflitu- 
dons ,** which you have fent me, and for the honour yon have done me 
in the Dedication, permit me to affine you, that I feel all thofe emotions 
of gratitude which your affectionate Addrefs and cordial wifhes are calcu- 
lated to infpire; and I fincerely pray, that the Great Architect of the 
Univerfe may blefs you here, and receive you hereafter into his immortal 
temple! Geo. Washington. 
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From this time we perceive that the Society of 
Freemafons in America continued to flourish under 
the aufpice^ of General Walhington, who continued 
his patrphage to the lodges till his death. This 
grea^ man, who difplayed in his own perfon the 
♦rare combination of . military and pacific talents, of 
general and ftatefman, and evinced in private life 
the moft endearing manners and unblemifiied pro- 
bity, died at his feat at Mount Vernon in Baltimore, 
of an inflammation in his throat, on the 14th of De- 
cember 1799. On the 1 8th, his remains were 
configned to the tomb with the moft folemn funeral 
pomp. The proceffion from Mount Vernon was 
formed about three o’clock in the afternoon, and 
moved to the place of his interment in the following 
order : 

Minute guns from a reffel in the river announced the commencement 
of the ceremony. 

Cavalry, Infantry, and Guards, inarched with arms reverfed. 

Mufic — Clergy. 

The General’s horfc, with his faddle, holders, and piftols. 

The (k>rpfe, fupported by Colonels Little, Marftelle, Gilpin, Payne, 
Raiuf&y> and Simms, as pall-bearers. 

At the head of the' coffin was infcribed, Surge ad judicium ; 

About the middle, Gloria Deo; 

And on the filver plate, “ General Georoc Washington departed this 
life on the 14 th December 1799, Mtatis 68.’* 

The Mourners, Mafonic Brethren, and Citizens, clofed the proceffion. 

Having arrived at the bottom of the elevated lawn 
on the banks of the Potomak, where the family 
vault is placed, the cavalry halted, and the, infantry 
marched towards the Mount and formed their lines. 
The clergy, mafonic brethren, and citizens then de« 
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fcended into the vault, when the funeral fervice was 
performed. After which three general difcharges / 
were given by the infantry, while the cavalry, and 
eleven pieces of artillery, which lined the banks of 
the Potomak at the back of the vault, paid the laft 
tribute of refpeCt to their venerable departed heroj 
and the firing was repeated from the veffel in the 
river. 

At a meeting of the houfe of reprefentatives at 
Philadelphia on the day following this ceremony, 
it was voted that a committee fhould be appointed, 
in conjunction with one from the fenate, to con- 
fider on the mod fuitable means of paying honour 
to the memory of this great man, who ranked firft 
in war, firft in peace, and firft in the hearts of his 
countrymen ; it was alfo refolved, that the houfe 
fhould wait on the Prefident of the United States, 
to exprefs their condolence on the mournful event ? 
that the fpeaker’s chair fhould be covered with 
black, and that all the members and officers of the 
houfe fhould appear in deep mourning during the 
feffion. Thus was demonftrated the warmeft tefti* 
monies of afFeciion of a grateful people, to the 
memory of their truly benevolent chief, who juftly 
merited the efteem of his country, his brethren, and 
his friends. 


Under the aufpices of his royal highnefs the 
Prince of Wale6, and the indefatigable exertions of 
the earl of Moira, the progrefs of the Society in 
England far exceeded at this time that of any former 
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period. The lodges not only confiderably incrfcafed 
in numbers and confequence, but were in general 
better regulated, and the principles of the Inftitution 
being more clearly undeTftood, the brethren both in 
town and country vied in promoting the ufeful pur- 
pofes of the Society. 

On the 24th of September 1793* the lodges in 
the county of Durham made a grand proceffion 
through the town of Sunderland, on laying the 
foundation-ftone of the bridge over the river Wear, 
which was afterwards opened on the 9th of Au- 
guft 1796, in the prefence of his royal highnefs 
Prince William of Gloucefter, the magiftrates, a 
numerous affemblage of Mafons, and a vaft con- 
courfe of fpe&ators. On this occafion a grand 
triumphal arch, decorated with flowers, was raifed, 
through which the proceffion pafied, and proceeded 
along the bridge to the north fide of the river, up 
to the Jime-kilns, and returned by the low road 
through the dry arch of the bridge to the Pan 
Ferry, thence to the centre of the bridge, where 
the lodge was formed, and an oration delivered by 
the rev. Mr. Nesfield. The whole ceremony was 
condu&ed under the patronage of Rowland Burdon 
efq. M. P. Provincial Grand Mailer for the county. 
The Lincoln militia attended, and fired three vollies 
on the occafion. The brethren then proceeded 
to church, where an appropriate fermon was 
preached by the rev. Mr. Brewfter. From church 
the proceffion was refumed to the AiTembly-room, 
where the evening was concluded with the greateft 
harmony. 9 
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On Monday the 25th November 1 793> the Prince 
of Wales laid the firft (lone of the New Chapel at 
Brighthelmftone. His highnefs was accompanied 
from the pavilion to the appropriated place by the 
rev. Mr. Hudfon the vicar, Mr. Saunders, &c. 
On coming to the ground, Mr. Saunders addrefied 
his royal highnefs as follows : That, as conftru&or 
of the building, the. high honour was allotted to 
him of pointing out to the Prince the fituation 
where the (lone was intended to be placed, and he 
refpe£tfully requefted that, as Grand Matter of thei 
Mafons, he would be pleafed to fignify if it met 
his approbation. . On receiving aflurance that it did, 
the (tone, with the following infeription, was laid in * 
due form : 

. “ This (tone was laid by his royal highneft 
" George Prince of Wales, November 2 f, 
“ 1793 ” 

On Mr. Saunders covering it with a plate of 
metal, he defired leave to fay,, That however late 
the period might be before it was again expofed to 
the face of. the day, and he fincerely wiihed that it 
might be a very diilant one, he hoped that the 
defeendants of his royal highnefs’S auguft family 
would be found, aS now, happily governing a happy 
people. 

Mr. Hudfon then refpe&fully addrefied the Prince, 
and defired permifllon to return his mod fincere 
and grateful thanks to his royal highnefs for thd 
honour he. had that day done, not only to him in 
particular as proprietor, but to the town at large ; 
and he hoped that God would give his bleffing to 
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the undertaking thus begun, and long preferve his 
royal highnefs, their majefties, and every branch 
of the royal family, to fupcrintend our invaluable, 
unequalled, and long envied Conftitution in church 
and ftate. 

The day proved fine, and the acclamations of 
the furrounding crowd {hewed how much they 
were gratified with fuch # an inftance of goodnefs « 
in the Prince, who, at the fame time, was both a : 
refident in, and proteftor of, their town and 
berties. 

The Prince ordered a handfome diftribution to the 
workmen, &c. The promenade gardens were laid 
open, and the company was entertained 'withrefrefh* 
ments. A party of gentlemen dined at the Caftle, 
and fome lines were compofed and fung on the 
occafion* 

Among the mafonic occurrences of this year, it 
may be proper to mention the publication 6f a pe- 
riodioal Mifcdlany, entitled, The Free-mafons* Maga * 
zinc i or, General and Complete Library: the firft 
number of which appeared in June 1793, and a 
number was continued to be publiftied monthly tillr 
the end of December 1798, when its title was 
changed. Independent of this Magazine being a 
general repofitory for every thing curious and im- 
portant in Mafonry, it contained a choice fele&ion 
of mifcellaneous and literary articles, well calculated 
for the purpofe of general inftru&ion and improve- 
ment, and for fome time was honoured with the 
fan&ion of the Grand Lodge. 
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On the 4th of June 1793* the Shakefpeare Lodge 
at Stratford on Avon was opened, and dedicated in 
folemn form, in the prefence of a numerous aflem- 
bly of brethren from different lodges. The ceremony 
was conduced with the greateft order and regula- 
rity, under the dire&ion of Mr. James Timmins, 
D. P. G. M. for the county of Warwick. 

On the 28th of July 1794, the Royal Brunfwick 
Lodge at Sheffield was conftituted in due form. The 
brethren made a very elegant proceffion to St. 
James’s church, where an excellent fermon was 
preached by the rev. brother Chadwick; after 
which the proceffion was refumed to the lodge, 
when the ceremony of dedication took place. Se- 
veral anthems and pfalms fuited to the occafion 
were fung, and the whole was concluded with a 
liberal fubfcription to the poor girls’ Charity School. 

On the 31ft of July 1794, the Lodge of Apollo 
at Alccftet was conftituted in due form in the pre- 
fence of 121 brethren. At ten in the morning, a 
proceffion was made to the church, where a fermon. 
was preached before the lodge by the rev. brother. 
Green. After which the brethren returned to 
the Hall, when the ceremonies of confecration 
and dedication took place, according to ancient 
ufage. 

The Prince of Wales’s marriage with Princefs 
Caroline of Brunfwick having taken place on the 8th 
of April 1795, the Grand Lodge on the 15th of that 
month unanimoufly voted the following Addrefs to 
his Royal Highnefs on the occafion : 


Digitized by Google 



ILLUSTRATIONS 


33 * 

To his Royal Highnefs the 1’rince oj Wales, Grand Msfier the moji 
Ancient and Honourable Society of Free and Accepted Mafons tender 
the Con/Htution of England, 

Moil Worfhipful and Royal Grand Mailer, 

UPON an event fo important to your own happtnefs, and to the in- 
terefts of the Brftifh empire, as the late nuptials of your royal highnefs, we 
feel ourfelves peculiarly bound toteftify our joy, and to offer our humble 
congratulations. 

To afie& a degree of gratification fupenor to that profeffed by othen, 
when all his majerty's fubje&s exhibit fuch heart-felt fatisfa&ion at the 
union which you have formed, would, perhaps, be in us an undue pre- 
tention; we cannot, however, but be proudly confcious, Sir, that we 
poflefs a title beyond what any other clals of men can advance, to »P- 
proach you upon an occafion like the prefent with a tender of our particu- 
lar duty. When your royal highnefs deigned fo far to honour the. 
Craft as to accejn the truft of prefiding over us, the condefcenfion not 
only authorifed but demanded from all and each of us a peculiar fen&bility 
to whatever might concern your welfare ; and die tics of brotherhood, 
with which you inverted yourfelf in becoming one of our number, entitle 
us to exprefs, without fear of incurring any charge of prefumption, the 
fatisfa&ion we feel in contemplating fuch an acceffion to the profpeAs of 
the nation, and to tl>ofe of your own felieity. That the interefts of your 
royal highnefs and thofe of the Britifh people may ever continue as ftridlly 
united as we feel them in this mod anfpicious occurrence, is the wsnneft 
wifh, and, at the fame time, the confident truft, of thofe who hold it 
the higheft honour to have your name enrolled iu the records of their 
InftitMion. 

To the obligations which tlu? brethren already owe to you, Sir, it will 
be a material addition, if you will render acceptable to your royal Con- 
fort, ihe humble homage of our veneration, and of our prayers for every 
poflible bleffing upon your union. 

• JBy the unanimous order of the Grand Lodge, 

(Signed) Moira, A. G. M. 

(Cotinterfigned) (L. S.) 

William White, G. S. 

The right hon. the earl of Moira, having, at the 
requeft of the Grand Lodge, prefented the above 
Addrefs to the Prince of Wales, his royal highnefs 
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was gracioufly pleated to return tfyc following 
Anfwer : 

THE Grand Mafter has received with great £itisfa<ftion the Addrtft ot 
the Craft ; which he regards as not indicating folely their fentimenta to* 
ward him, but as alfo repeating thofe declarations of devotion to their So- 
vereign and attachment to the Houfe of Brunfwick, heretofore Co be- 
comingly expreffed hy them. 

He has had peculiar pleafure in explaining to the Princefs ofWal^s 
their loyal congratulations ; and he defires to convey to the brethren the 
'fincere thanks of the Princefs for their generous wiihes. 

A grand feaft was held at Freemafons’-Hall on 
the 13th of May 1795* the Grand Mafter in the 
chair. His royal highnefs was accompanied by the 
duke of Clarence, and prince William of Gloucefter, 
who had been initiated at an occafional lodge con- 
vened for the purpofc on the preceding evening. 
Five hundred brethren were alfo prefent at this feaft. 
Happinefs was vifible in every countenance, and the 
benevolent principles of Mafonry cheered the heart. 
His royal highnefs thanked the brethren for the 
many inftances he had received of their attachment, 
and for the repeated honours they had conferred on 
him. After exprefling his warmed wiihes for the 
profperity of the Society, he concluded with a hand- 
fome compliment to the A&ing Grand Mafter, the 
earl of Moira, whom he ftiled “ the man of his heart, 
and the friend he admired and fincerely hoped 
that he might long live to fuperintend the govern- 
ment of the Craft, and extend the principles of the 
Art. 
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SECT. XIII. 

The Hiftory of Mafonry from the Grand Feajl in 1 795, 
to the End of the Tear 18 00. 

No remarkable event took place in the Society 
from the feftival in 1795 till the year 1797. The 
greateft harmony prevailed among the brethren du- 
ring the whole period, and many valuable additions 
were made to the lift of lodges. The general con- 
tributions to the charitable funds were likewife con- 
fiderably extended, and the annual reports from the 
Provincial Grand Matters in their refpeftive diftrifts 
announced the profperity of the Craft. 

The only circumftance which tended to damp the 
ardour of the brethren for the propagation of the 
Art either at home or abroad, was the publication of 
fome tracts, which ftated that a new fe£fc of philo- 
fophers had arifen in Germany and France, who had 
affiliated themfelves to the Society of Mafons, and 
had, under that fan£tion, eftabliffied lodges, for the 
more extended difleminlation of the principles of their 
new theory. To thefe philofophers was attributed 
the defign of deftroying Chriftianity, and fubverting 
all the regular governments of Europe. The degrees 
of Mafonry were underftood to be preparatory Heps 
to this new eftabliffiment, and from that Society 
were felefled the principal members of which this 
fe& was compofed. In their occult lodges, as they 
were termed, were inculcated the feeds of thofe dan- 
gerous principles which had brought about the French 
revolution, and produced all the evils which had re- 
fulted from it. 
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The circulation of th$fe publications excited a ge- 
neral alarm 9 and for fame time checked the progrefs 
of the Society in Europe 3 till the myflery being un- 
veiled) it was found tliat the conftitutions of Mafonry 
did not warrant the proceedings of this new fyftem, 
and that therefore new degrees had been inftituted 
under the fame appellation) to carry into efie& the 
purpofes of thefe new aflociates. The Mafons of this 
country) and all the lodges under the Englifli con- 
dilution, were fully exempted from any (hare in the 
general cenfure ; but as the Society was much in- 
jured by thefe publications, a few remarks on their 
contents may not be unacceptable to the reader. 

The firft tratt which excited alarm, was an o&avo 
volume, intitled, “ The Life of M. Zimmerman, 
u firft Phyfician to the King of England at Hanover. 
" By Dr. Tiffbt.” From this work it appears, that 
one of the mod diftinguifhed incidents of Zimmer- 
man’s life was a fummons which he received from 
the great Frederick, king of Pruffia, to attend him in 
his laft illnefs in 1786. This opportunity the Do&or 
improved, to enjoy a confidential intercourfe with 
that illuftrious chara&er, from which he derived the 
materials of an interefting narrative, that he after- 
wards publi{hcd. The partiality of this prince in 
favour of Zimmerman, difpofed him to a reciprocal 
good opinion of that monarch, and in 1788 he pub- 
blifhed “ A Defence of Frederick the Great againft 
“ the Count de Mirabeau 3” which was followed in 
1 79a, by “ Fragments on Frederick the Great,” in 
3 vols. 1 2 mo. The publications of Zimmerman ret 
lative to this king, gave offence to fome individuals, 
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and fubjeded him to many feVerc criticifms, which 
he felt with more fenfibiiity than accorded with his 
peace of mind. The religious and political opinions 
which he had imbibed in his latter years, were in 
wide contradidion to the principles which had fo ge- 
nerally fpread over Europe, and which operated as 
perpetual fuel to the irritability of his nervous fyf- 
•tem. About this time the rife of the Society of the 
Illuminati in Germany, who were faid to have coa- 
le feed with the Freemafons, excited a violent commo- 
tion among men of letters and reflexion. The So-* 
ciety was fuppofed to have in view nothing lefs than 
the abolition of Chriftianity, and the fubverfion of all 
conftituted authorities. Its partizans expeded from 
it the mod beneficial reforms of every kind | and its 
opponents dreaded from it every mifehief that cquM 
happen to mankind. Zimmerman, who is repre- 
fented to have been a hunter of feds, was among the 
firft who took alarm at this formidable aiTociation, 
and ftept forth to oppofe its progrefs. His regard 
for religion and focial order, led him to fee in the 
mod obnoxious light the pernicious principles of 
thefe new philofophers. Determined therefore to 
fupprefs the influence of their fyftem, he painted in 
the ftrongeft colouring all the maxims of this new 
fed* and addrefled a memorial to the emperor Leo- 
pold on the fubjed, with a view to check their fur- 
ther progrefs. The emperor very gracioufly received 
this memorial, and returned him an anfwer in his 
own hand-writing, accompanied wilfi >afp|cndid 
prefent *. Leopold feemed to be well-inclined. 

* This was a locked, adorned with diamonds and die emptTorVcjpfew* * 
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the decifive interference of civil authority on this pc- 
cafion, and would probably have had recourfe to vio- 
lent meafures againft the Uluminati 9 had not the death 
of Zimmerman prevented it* 

The number of the affiliated members of this fo- 
ciety, Zimmerman fays, increafed daily, chiefly by 
the affiduity of Baron de Knigge, who in 1782 firft 
fuggefted the idea of illuminating the Society , of 
Freemafons, and who fucceeded in that obje& t 
from Hanover to Copenhagen on one hand, and to 
Naples on the other. In 1788, the brotherhood, he 
obferves, was unmafked, and driven out of Bavaria ; 
and in 1781 their papers were feized at Munich and 
printed, but no difcovery of importance w*s made 

* Of this Society we have the following account in this tratft : 

“ Whether this fe<ft he the fame with that of the Freemafons, or the 
“ Jefuits, both of which fuppofitions is improbable, is uncertain ; but in 
** 1774 or 1775 , a Society was undoubtedly eftabliihed in Bavaria, of 
“ which a celebrated Profeffor at Ingolfladt has beesi regarded as the 
“ founder. This Society, under pretext of confulting the happinefs 
** of the people, and fuppofing that happinefs to he incompatible with 
“ every facies of religious and civil eftabliihment at prefent exiting, 
t( laid witli one voice, Let us dejtroy them ally and raze their very form - 
“ dations. The fecret Order of die Illuminati included among its myf- 
“ tenous principles, at prefent expofed to the whole world, the whole of 
“ the doftrine which die Jacobins of Paris hare fince put in pm&iqe-; 
“ and it has beeu proved, by the moft irrefragable documents,, that they 
“ maintained an intimate correfpondeuce togedier before the French re— 
“ volution. The deftru<ftion of the ChrHtian religion, and the fubverlton 1 
“ of every throne and of all governments, have been their aim ever fince 
U the. year 1776* it was not undcrftood, by the new aflociates of thir 
“ Older, that the magic words, the happinefs of the people* were the 
“ fureft means to recruit their number with eafe, and by which, in faft, 
“ the recruits became fo numerous and well difeiplined. Young men 
“ were chiefly pitched upon, who, not having yet formed a flrong attach-. 
“ ment to any particular opiuion, were die more eafily led away to em«. 

Q. 
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Previous to the death of Zimmerman, in conjunc- 
tion with M. Hoffman of Vienna, he began a peri- 
odical work on the old principles. In this work all 
his former zeal was difplayed, and the new philofo- 
phers were attacked with vehemence. This occa- 
fioned a violent repulfe on their part, and the writers 
of the Btbliotheque Univerfelle^ or Universal Library , 
as well as fome of the beft journalifts, bore a con- 
liderable (hare in the conteft, in oppofition to Zim- 
merman and Hoffman ; till the former got himfelf 
embroiled in a court of law by a publication in the 
journal, intitled, “ The Baron de Knigge unmafked, 
" as an Illuminati, Democrat, and Seducer of the 
u People.” This charge was founded on a work 
which was not openly avowed by the baron, who 
commenced a fuit again ft Zimmerman on this ac- 
count as a libeller, in which the do&or, being unable 
to exculpate himfelf, was call. This ftate of warfare 
proved very unfriendly to the do&oris nerves, and^ 
fenfibly affe&ed his mind, which had been much 


“ brace whatever was offered to them, and men of literary talents, whom 
“ it is important to f ecu re when the propagation of any new opinion is in' 
“ agitation* When once a perfon was enlifted, and fully penetrated with 
“ the enticing words, the happbiefs of the people ; let tts labour to pro- 
44 cure the kappmefs of the people ,* he became impatient to know die 
“ obftade* which were in the way of this purpofe, and the means to be 
44 made ufe of to remove them, thefe were therefore offered to his view in 
w focceffion, 

44 The Order has five degrees : in the lower, the rojfteries are not un- 
44 veiled; they are only preparatory, on which the minds of the novitiates 
“ are founded and prepared ; then, by degrees, thofe who are found wor- 
«• thy are initiated into the higher ranks/* 
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agitated from a pcrfonal fear of the approach, of die 
Frendi towards Hanover in 1794. The idea of his 
becoming a poor emigrant perpetually haunted him* 
nor could the negotiations ^rhich afterwards took 
pteee, and fecured that country, reftofe him tp tran- 
quillity. He ufed ^various remedies to overcome his 
apprehcnfions, and even took a journey for that pur~ 
pofe *, but it was fruitless. On his return home, he 
entered his habitation with the fame idea which he 
had left it, perfuaded that he few it pillaged, and 
fancied that he was entirely ruined. This notion fq 
ftrongly imprefled his mind, that, together with his 
abftinence from food, for fear of poverty* he wore 
away to a fkeleton, became decrepid, and at laft died 
on the 7th of October 1 795, at the age of 67. 

The next traft which deferves notice is a tranfla-* 
tion of u The Memoirs of Jaeobinifm in France/* 
in 4 vote. 8vo* by the Abbe Barruel. In this work 
the Abbe endeavours to (hew, that there exited on 
the continent, long before the French revolution, a 
threefold confpir&cy to effdfl the ruin of the altar, 
the throne, and all focial order. The firft confpi- 
ra tj was formed by a fe& of philofophers, who 
aimed to deftroy the altars of Jefus Chrift and his 
gofpel ; the fecond, were the fophifts of rebellion, 
who confpired againft the thrones of kings, and who 
had affiliated therofeivesto the Society of Freema* 
fons, engrafting on that inftitution the fecrets of 
their occult lodges \ and the third, pafled under -the 
denomination of ft Uuminatt , or enlightened^ who form- 
ed an union fti$h the two former, and aimed. a)t the 
fubverfion of all focial order, property, and faience. 
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This coalition, the Abbe obferves, gave life to the 
club of Jacobins in France, which was fo denomi- 
nated from holding their meetings in a convent of 
the order of Jacobins that they had feized in Paris. 

• Of thefe three confpiracies, antichriftian, antimo- 
narchial, and antifocial, very unfortunately for the 
Abbe, each fucceffive one has been brought forward 
in his fubfequent volumes with dimimfhed evidence 
and decreasing plaufibility. To expofe to view the 
unknown chieftains and agents of his confpiracies, 
he has been obliged to deferibe the fymbols and re- 
veal the fecrets of an invifible Society wholly un- 
connected with them, and to reprefent the lodges of 
Freemafons as fchools of infidelity and infurre&ion, 
whence all thefe confpiracies have originated. Al- 
though he makes France the theatre for their exhibi- 
tion, he is obliged to have recourfe to a ftrange 
language, and to a Bavarian cloifter for their origin ; 
and, from a want of fafts, to fupply, from his own 
imagination; by ingenious interpretations, the leifons 
which he can nowhere elfe difeoyer. 

" Notwithftanding this ferious attack on the Free- 
mafons* the Abbe is candid enough to admit, chat 
the occult lodges of the IHuminati are unknown in 
JJnglafid* and that the Englifh Freemafons are not 
implicated in the chafge which he has made. With 
his remarks therefore on this fubjeft, we (hall con- 
clude our obfervations on the Memoirs of Jacob- 
iniTm : 

“ England, in particular,” he fays, “ is full of 
u thbfe* upright men, who, excellent citizen^ and of 
€t all ffitions, are proud of being Mafons ; and Mho 
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cc may be diftinguilhed from the others by tics which 
fi only appear tq pnite them more clofely in the 
V hoftds of charity and fraternal affeftion., It is not 
the fear .o| offending a nation in which I have 
“ found an afylum, that has fuggefted this exception* 
u Gratitude, on the contrary, would (Hence every 
u Vain terror, and 1 ftiould be feen exclaiming in the 
€€ wry ftreets of London that England was loft ; that 
4f ft could not e^ape the French revoJuti<^ j^it* 
“ Freemasons lodges were fimilar to thofe of vfhich I 
“ am abo^it to treat. I would fay more, that Chrif? 
ft tianity,an4 all government would have long beeq 
“ at an end in^ngland, if it could be even.fuppofpd 
her Maipns. were initiated into the laft myf- 
.ft tqdes of thc left., Long fince. have their lodges 
..numerous to execute fuch a { de- 
Whg??* had the Engliflb Mafpns adopted either the 
means, or the t plans and plots, of the occult lodges. 
? • " Thi^ argument alone might fuffice to except the 
. c< Englifli Mafons in general from what I have to fay 
“ of the left. But there exift many paflhg e f •J n; 

“ hiftory of Mafonry which neceffitate this excep- 
“ tfpft- The following appears convinjciijig : y Atthe 
il time when the Illumines of Germany, the nioft de- 
tellable of the Jacobin crew, were feeking ^o 
“ ftreqgthen their party by that of Maljoijry, they 
“ affefted a /overeign contempt for ttye Englilh 
« lodges.” a ' ‘ 

? lhe Abbe s information with refpeft to thg f Ilju- 
minati majv perhaps be juft, in fo far as relpe^Ls rhe 
eftablilhiy^t of that feft, and their deviation frppi 
<L3 
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the EnglHh lodges ; but between the genuine Mafons 
of Germany and their brethren m England,there has 
long fubfifted the moft friendly interconrfe ; and it 
cannot otherwife be, in any country where Mafonry 
is conduced according to the pure principles of the 
hiilitution. 

The next publication which claims our attention is 
a work entitled, “Proofs of a Cbrifpiracy again ft all 
u the religions and governments of Europe, carried 
u on in the fecret meetings of Freemafons, IlIumT- 
" nati, and 'Reading Societies. By Jdhn Robifon, 
** M. A. Profeflbir of Natural Phitefophy, and Secre- 
€t tary to the Royal Society of Edinburgh.” This 
work, like the former, aims at proving 1 that a fecret 
affbciatibri had been formed^, and for many years 
carried on, for rooting out all the religious eftablifli- 
ments, and overturning all the exifting governments 
of Europe; and that this afTociation had employed, 
as its chief inftruments, the lodges of Freemafons, 
who were Under the direfrion of unknown fuperibrs, 
and' whofe emiffaries were everywhere bufy to com- 
plete the fcheme. Of the rift and progrefs of this 
fqciety in France he afFe&s to give an account, 
which agrees in the main with that of the Abbe 
‘Barruel, "by alleging that feveral of its moft ingeni- 
ous and indefatigable members were a&ive Free- 
mafdtis, Who fpread their infectious principles in 
moft of the Freemafons , lodges in Europe. He then 
enters into an hiftorical detail of the origin of the 
Scotth degrees, and gives them , a confequenee to 
which I hope they are not entitled, as ’^belonging to 
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an inftittjtion formed by craft, founded in the deep* 
eft motives, and capable of effe&ing the moft im- 
portant events. 

*It is well known, I believe, to the Mafons of this 
country, that fome men of warm and enthufiaftic 
imaginations have been difpofed, within thefe few 
^pears, to amplify parts of the Inftitution of Ffeema- 
fonry y and irt their fuppofed improvements to have 
elevated thei!r difcoveries into new degrees ; to which 
they have added ceremonies, rituals, and dreflsa, ill- 
fuited to the native fimplicity of the Order of Ma* 
ibilry as it was originally prafltifed in this country. 
But ill all thefe degtees, though probably deferving 
rcprehenHon, as imjttdper innovation^ on the origi- 
nal fyfteirt of Mafonty, I can never believe that they 
have cither proceeded from bad motives, or could be 
viewbd in any Othet light than as innocent and inof- 
fenEve amufements. Thus much I can aver, that 
all the degrees of Mafonry pri&ifed in England un- 
der the En^lifh Gonftitution^ tire pure and genuine, 
aiid that no part of the fyftem eftablifced among us 
is injurious either to Church or State. 

In order to refute, however, the flimfy proofs 
which are produced by the learned Profeflbr, I can- 
nbt do better than ufe the language of an able writer 
who hai entered into a ferious inveftigation of them 
in a monthly mifcellany f. If the principles adopted 
by foreign Mafons be fuch (fays he) as the Profeflbr 
reprefents, whence is it that fo many loyal and pious 

* Dr. Watkins. 

f See Freemafoms Magazine, vol. x.p. 35. 

<L4 
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members of the Fraternity continue their patronage 
of the Society, and are ftill ignorant of the real qua- 
lity of our principles ? Is it that Mafonry is one 
thing on the Continent, and another in England ? 
This cannot be, for Mafonry is an univerfal efta- 
blifhment, and a mutual communication and agree- 
ment has long fubfifted between the Britilh and fo- 
reign lodges. Some of the wife ft and mod upright 
EngHfli Mafons have vifrted their brethren abroad, 
and have not been able to difeover the wonderful 
difparity, or been (hocked at the abominable prac- 
tices faid to be carried on among them. Even Mr. 
Robifon himfelf faw nothing of all this mifehievous 
fyftem while he was in the clofeft habits of intimacy 
with the foreign Mafons ; and this furely mult be 
fome proof that Mafonry, as it was then praftifed, 
had not the tendency which he has fince been pleafed 
to attribute to it. All the confpiracy, therefore, 
which he pretends to have difeovered, if it ever did 
<rxift, mull be charged to other caufes. It mull ftrike 
the mind with aftonifhment, that an inftitution like 
Mafonry, organized and reduced to a complete fyf- 
tem, (hould fuddenly be changed from a harmlefs 
and innocent appearance, to one the mod fero- 
cious and wicked ; and that, from being in the high- 
eft degree friendly to order and religion, it ihould all 
at once become the molt powerful and inveterate 
enemy to both. Whoever confiders this, and attends 
to the great numbers of eminent charafters who cpn- 
tinue to give the art their countenance, and to pa- 
tronife our aflemblies, and whoever coritrafts with 
them the names of the perfons brought forward as 
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the agitators of* this canfpiracy, tfill be tednot only 
to queftion the truth of the affections, but allow tb at 
both the Profeffor and the Ape hare gone too wide 
in their charges, and fuffered a heated pagination 
to teem with prejudices that have no foundation in 
truth. 

Some foreign Mafons may f probably have given 
into the modern wretched philofophy, r and, more ef- 
feftually to propagate their tenets with fafety, may 
have erefted a falfe banner under the appellation pf 
Mafonry, to entrap the unwary ; . but fhall we on 
that account attribute to the inftitution of Freemar 
fonry the dreadful afts of thofe individuals, pr the 
baneful confequences of their confpiracks? Cer- 
tainly not ; for, in oppofition to all the Profeffor’s 
affertions, it remains to be proved that Mafpnry ever 
was, is, or. can be favourable to infidelity or infur- 
re ft ion. 

That a regular confederacy ever has been formed 
upon this bafis, or that the corruption* of the- infti- 
tution of Freemafonry have been fo far fydemattaed 
as to have produced that (hock which religion and 
government have lately received. by the French revo- 
lution, can never be admitted. 'Diofe who view the 
wonderful changes which have recently taken plape 
in Europe, and which are (till going on, will natu- 
rally be led to examine further into the caufes of fo 
ftupendous an event. Whatever opinion the Abb# 
or the Profeflor may hold of their own fagacity, fur 
ture hiftorians will have little reafon to compliment 
them. Poffcfled of greater lights, it will probably 
be found that no confpiracy, or ingenious fcheme.of 
<±S 
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anybody of ttttn r frar bfought about the late great 
iftfeirations* *They j will on the contrary fee much in 
the natural eonftkutton of things, much i« the very 
firinripleof fociety rtfelfy more in the corruptions of 
fociety, k great part in the general diflvfion of letters, 
not a little in the various arts of life and in the ex- 
tension of commerce, *nd^ abuse all the in the 

increafeahd high pitch pf luxury. Connecting aft 
thefe with circumftances and perfons, they will come 
to a f^irer condufion than* either the Abbe or the in- 
genious Profeflbr. ' Upon the Illuminati* or the en- 
lightened, I fhall make no remarks. I know them 
not, o i their principles* They may, or may not, have 
arifen from Freemafonry. It is a matter of little 
fnoment to the man who is well acquainted with the 
principles* of his Society, what ambitious or corrupt 
minds may have devifed in imitation of it. It is 
enough for him to know that the do&rines of the in- 
fthution to which he belongs aTe fimply good* and 
have no natural tendency to evil. If bad men have 
perverted the external parts of the fyftem to wicked 
purpdfes, ho laments she depravity of hupian nature, 
and regards the genuine principles of his Order with 
greater affe&iotw The befk of doflrines has been 
corrupted^ and the ntoft facred of all inftitutions prof- 
tituted to bafe and unworthy purpofes. The genuine 
Mafon duly confidering this, finds a confolation in 
die mid (l of reproach and apoftacy ; and while he 
ddpifes the one, will endeavour, by his own exam-* 
pie, to refute the other. 

It b to be regretted that a Le&urer in Natural 
Philosophy, of whom his country has the moil fh» 
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f ourable opinion, (hould have produced a work which 
can do fo little credit to his chara£ter either for 
knowledge or judgment. Were his voluftie to be 
ftript of its declamation and conje&ure, the remaiff- 
der would be too infignificant to merit a miiiute id- 
veftigation. 

In a poftfcript to the fecond edition, the Profeflor, 
in imitation of the Abbe Barmel, has condescended to 
Except the Englifti lodges from the charge of dif- 
Iovalty, or want of attachment to government. He 
admits the innocence and inoffenfivenefs of theft 
meetings, and acknowledges the benevolent princi- 
ples of the inftitution as praflifed by them. This, 
however, is but a flimfy evafion, it being evident 
from the whole tenor of his book that he intended to 
found the trumpet of alarm in the ears of his Ma- 
jefty’s minifters, by the thunder of his extraordinary 
denunciations. We are happy, however, to discover, 
that after all the proofs againft the Mafons which he 
has attempted to produce, none of our illuftrious 
patrons have been induced on that account to defert 
the Society. On the contrary, at the Grand Lodge 
on the 3d of June 1800, we find the earl of Moira 
thus addrefling the brethren : 

«* Certain modem publications have been holding 
u forth to the world the Society of Mafons as a league 
“ againft conftituted authorities ; an imputation the 
« mote fecure, becaufe the known conftitutions of 
« our fellowthip make it certain that no anfwer 
“ can be publifhed. It is not to be difputed, that 
« in countries where impolitic prohibitions reftri& 
<L« 
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44 the communication of fentiment, the a&ivity of 
44 the human mind may, among other means of 
44 baffling the control, have reforted to the artifice 
M of borrowing the denomination of Freemafons, to 
44 cover meetings for feditious purpofes, juft as any 
44 other defcription might be affumed for the fame 
44 objeflt. But, in the firft place, it is the invalu- 
44 able diftin&ion of this free country, that fuch a 
44 juft intercourfe of opinions exifts without reftraint, 
44 as cannot leave to any number of men the defire 
K of forming or frequenting thofe difguifed foci- 
44 eties where dangerous difpofitions may be im- 
44 bibed. And, adly, the profligate dodf rines, which 
44 may have been nurtured in any fuch felf-efta- 
44 blifhed aflemblies, could never have been tolerated 
44 for a moment in any lodge meeting under regular 
44 authority. We aver, therefore, that not only fuch 
44 laxity of opinion has no fort of connexion with 
44 the tenets of Mafonry, but is diametrically oppo- 
44 fite to the injunftiOn which we regard as the 
44 foundation-flone of the Lodge, namely, Fear Goi>, 
44 and honour the King. In confirmation of this 
* 4 folemn affcrtion, what can we advance more inre- 
44 fragably, than that fo many of his Majefty’s il- 
44 luftrious Family ftand in the higheft order of Ma- 
44 fonry, are fully inftrufted in all its tendencies, 
44 and have an intimate knowledge of every particular 
44 in its current adminiflration under the Grand 
44 Lodge of England.” 

After fo public a teftimony of approbation of the 
Society, and of the purpofes for which it is infti* 
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tuted, little more can be wanted to refute th£ unge- 
nerous afperlions which have been wantonly thrown 
out againft it. 

On the 12th of July 1798, an a ft of parliament 
was palled for the more effeftual fuppreflion of fo- 
cieties eftablilhed for feditious and treafonable pur- 
pofes, and for preventing treafonable and feditious 
praftices. In this a ft the following claufes in fa- 
vour of the Society of Mafons are inferted, exempt- 
ing their lodges from the penalties of the aft : 

<f And whereas certain focieties have been long 
accuftomed to be holden in this kingdom under the 
denomination of lodges of Freemafons, the meet- 
ings whereof have been in great meafure direfted to 
charitable purpofes : Be it therefore enafted, that 
nothing in this aft fhall extend to the meetings of 
any fuch fociety or lodge, which (hall, before the 
paffing of this aft, have been ufually holden under 
the faid denomination, and in conformity to the 
rules prevailing among the faid focieties of Free- 
mafons. 

<c Provided always, that this exemption (hall not 
extend to any fuch fociety, unlefs two of the mem- 
bers compofing the fame (hall certify upon oath, 
(which oath any juftice of the peace or other magif- 
Vate is hereby empowered to adminifter,) that fuch 
fociety or lodge has, before the palling of this aft, 
been ufually held under the denomination of a Lodge 
of Freemafons, and in conformity to the rules pre- 
vailing among the focieties of lodges of Freemafons 
in this kingdom ; which certificate, duly attefted by 
the magiftrate before whom the fame {hall be fworn. 
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and fubfcribed by the perfons fo certifying, (half, 
within the fpace of two calendar months after the' 
pafling of this aft, be depofited with the clerk of 
the peace for the county, ftcwartry, ridihe, divifion* 
(hire, or place where fuch fociety or lodge hath been 
ufually held : Provided alfo, that this exemption 
(hall not extend to any fuch fociety or lodge, unlefe 
the name or denomination thereof, and the ufual 
place or places, and the time or times, of its meet- 
ings, and the names and defcriptions of all and every 
the members thereof, be regiftered with fuch clerk 
of the peace as aforefaid within two months after 
the pafling of this aft, and alfo on or before the 
twenty-fifth day of March in every fucceeding 
year, 

<c And be it enafted, that the clerk of the peace, 
or the perfon afting in his behalf, in any fuch county, 
ftewartry, riding, divifion, (hire, or place, is hereby 
authorized and required to receive fuch certificate 
and make fuch regiflry as aforefaid, and to enrol 
the fame among the records of fuch county, ftew- 
artry, riding, divifion, (hire, or place, and to lay the 
fame once in every year before the general feflSon of 
the juftices for fuch county, ftewartry, riding, divr- 
fion, (hire, or place : and that it (hall and may be 
lawful for the faid juftices, or for the major part of 
them, at any of their general feflions, if they (hall 
fo think fit, upon complaint made to them upon 
oath by any one or more credible perfons, that the 
continuance of the meetings of any fuch lodge or 
fociety is likely to be injurious to the public peace 
and good order, to direft that the meetings of any 
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fuch fociety or lodge within fuch county, ftewartry, 
riding, divifion, (hire, or place, (hall, from thence- 
forth, be .difcontinucd ; and any fuch meeting held, 
notwithftanding fuch order of difcontinuance, and 
Strife the fame (hall, by the like authority, be rc- 
Yoftofc (hall be deemed an unlawful combination 
and confederacy under the provifions of this aft.” 

FORM OF CERTIFICATE. 

{ .Here infert 

the name of > to wit, 
the county. J 

WE, the underwritten f. B. of in the county of 

ind Sic. (Here infert the full names and defcription 

of ihejtwo brethren certifying^ two of the members of the Lodge of Free- 
mafonsheld at called the Lodge of and 

being No. in the lift of Lodges, do hereby, purfuant to an aft of 
the 39th year of his piefeni Majefty, intitle J, “ An aft for the more 
“ effeftual fuppreffion of focietie& eftablilhed for Seditions and lien- 
Sbnable purpofes, and for better presenting treasonable and Seditious 
“ praftices,” certify upon oath, that the faid Lodge, of which we art 
refpeftively members as aforefaid, hath, before the patting of the faid a ft, 
been ufually held under the denomination of a Lodge of Freemafons, Wil- 
der the Confutation of England, and in conformity to the rules prevailing 
among the Societies or Lodges of F«eenafbos in this kingdom. 

A. B. 
C. D, 

Sworn at the day of 

>. in the year of cur Lord lfibck, 
before 


FORM OF REGISTER. 

f Here-infert 

^ the name of > To wit, 

L the county. J 

A Regifter to he enrolled, purfuant to an aft of the 39th year of his 
prefeni Majefty, intitled, “ An aft for the more effeftual fuppreffion of 
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“ focieties eflabllfhed for feditious and treafonable purpofes, and for 
“ better preventing treafonable and feditious practices,” of a Lodge of 
Freemafons, called the Lodge of . being No. and 

ufually held at the houfe of in in the county 

aforefaid, on fHere Jlate the time of meeting) and compofed of the fol- 
lowing members, viz. 


Chriftian and Surnames. 

Place of Abode. 

Title, Profeflion, or 
I Bufinefe. 





On our conforming to this a£l, which I am con- 
vinced every Mafon in this country will mod cheer- 
fully do, we may, in defiance of all the falfe charges 
againft the Society, reft fecure in our lodges, and 
praftife our rites, under fan&ion of the beft confti- 
tution, and the mildeft legiflature on earth. 

We (hall now proceed to confider the farther pro- 
gress of the Society in England, and record fome of 
the principal occurrences which have taken place 
within the laft fourteen years. 

On the 4th of Oftober 1798^ the General In- 
firmary at Sheffield was opened, and dedicated in 
folemn form, in the prefence of a fplendid company 
of brethren from all the lodges in the county of 
York. Lord Fitz william, Lord Galway, the truf- 
tees of the charity, and many of the moft rcfpe&able 
gentlemen in the neighbourhood, attended on the 
occafion. 

The accounts from the Provincial Grand Lodges 
at this time, afforded the moft pleafing profpe&s of 
the future profperity of the Society, and of the great 
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mcreafe of members in the lodges under their fepa- 
rate jiirifdiCtions. The anniverfary Jfeftivals in the 
different counties were ©bferved with the ftri&eft 
regularity, and all the brethren feemed to vie in 
their exertions to add fplendor to the Craft, and to 
refcue the inftitution from the unjuft charges and il«r 
liberal afperfions which had been thrown out againft 
it. Several lodges, animated by a firm attachment to 
their king and country, liberally contributed to the 
fupport of government, and teftified their loyalty, 
and adherence to the principles of the conftitu- 
tion, by the moft affectionate addrefles to their So- 
vereign. T 

An event of real importance to the Society now 
particularly claims our attention, and further: proves 
our benevolence : it is the inftitution of a new Ma- 
fonic Society, for the relief of fick, aged, and. im- 
prifoned brethren, and for the protection of their 
widows, children, and orphans. This Society is 
eftablilhed under the patronage of the Prince of 
Wales, the earl of Moira, and all the other a&ing 
Officers of the Grand Lodge; who, in order to ren- 
der its advantages more generally known, have parti- 
cularly recommended it to all the Provincial Grand 
Matters in their feveral diftri&s. The individuals 
who are inrolled members of this Society, and are in 
embarrafled circumftances, have every reafon to ex- 
pe£t more ample aid than is ufually given in other 
benefit Societies, as the greatet part of the fubfcrib- 
ers to the common flock are refpeftable characters, 
who have not the moft diftant idea of becoming 
burdenfome to the fund. The mode of feleCting 
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die members is alio highly judicious and proper* as 
no one can be admitted unlcfs he be recommended 
by die Mafter of a lodge, who rnuft vouch for hirti 
as being a man of irreproachable character and re- 
gular habits * and fo ft rift ly is this rule obferved, 
and fo cautious hare been the original inftitutors of 
the Charity that no improper pcrfoni be enrolled, 
We* are informed that feverai hundred names hare 
been already rejected. Thin inftitution therefore 
may operate toward the improvement of morals and 
Arid regularity of condudl, while the fubferibers 
are gratified with the pteafing profpeft of extending 
relief to the truly induftrious and deferving. Above 
U500 names are enrolled* and the fubfeription* al- 
ready received amount to feverai thoufand pounds. 
The funds have alfo confidmbly increafed, not only 
by many voluntary donations from a number of emi- 
nent brethren who have patronifed the Charity, but 
by the addition of one guinea to the firft annual 
fubfeription having been paid by every meniber ad- 
mitted fince the 45th' of -June' 1800. Thus has been 
eftablifhed, under a very refpe£table banner* the 
Mafonic Benefit Society, which* under wife and 
prudent regulations, may be produ£Hve of the mofl 
beneficial eife&s. 

. The following is an abftrafk of the Rules and 
Orders of this Society : 

Any Brother of for cbara&er, being a fubferibing meniber of a regular 
• lodge under the confutation of England, aivd recommended by a 
member of this Society who is Matter of a lodge, is capable of 
admittion. 

No perfon above 45 years of age is admitted a member of this Society, 
unlefs he give proper fecurity that be will not become chargeable in 
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hi* owar pcrfonto th± fund ; which* though unto this rtfbi&ioa, 
(hall, always be liable to the provifioos for hi* widow .and thUdrem, after 
his deceafe. 

The fubfcription is one guinea per wmuni ; and at the epd of.twenty-four 
month* the fubfcriber becomes 1 a free member j and is entitled tonsil the 
benefits of the Sode^. . / •' t 

Members when fick, lame, or Mind, are to fee entitled to fcwfcewi Ail- 
ling* per week. \ 

Memberrin reduced circumftauces, and impriforMrd for debt, are- to be 
allowed a fum not exceeding four (hillings per week, if found pot un- 
worthy of'ard. • r < ' ; 

'Members wI*J through old age become Incapable of earning their living, 
are to be alloyed fix (hillings per Weeb.«iHXHe firft general courts and 
afterwards fuch a penfion for life as their iituation may reejuire^and the 
funds of the Society will admit. 

The widows of members, if their circumftances require it, are to be al- 
lowed the fum of foqr (hillings per week, and tw<j (hillings per week for 
erery lawful child under twelve years of age. 

The orphans of members, not otherwife provided for, are lobe entitled to 
tft* (Um of four (hillings pier week for their maintenance, and a further 
film at a proper age as an apprentice-fee. 

A general court of all the fubferibeta is to be held once a year, to (ill up 
any vacancy which may have happened among tire trustees, ehoofe 
committee-men, make bye laws, Ac. Theofher affairs of the Society 
are to be managed by a quarterly and-raonthlyCommittee, a Committee 
of Auditors, and an A&uary. 

Having ftated in a preceding, part of! this hiftory 
die initiation of the King of Sweden into Mafonry, 
under the aufpices of the Duke of Sudermania it 
may not be uninterefling to our readers to lay before 
them the refult of a correfpondence which was 
opened this year between the Grand lodges of 
Sweden and . England. Nothing can more truly 
fhew die high eftimation in which the Englifh Ma 1 - 
fons are held abroad, than the repeated applications 

* See page 3^4 . 
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that are conftantly made to the Grand Lodge of 
England for the purpofes of effecting a focial union 
and correfpondence. 

At the Grand Lodge held at Freemafons’-hall 
bn Wediiefday the loth April 1799, prefent the 
right honourable Earl of Moira, Atting Grand Mat- 
ter as Grand Mafter; the Baron de' Silverhjelm, 
mifciftfer from his majefty the king of Sweden 
to the court of Great Britain, presented to the 
Grand Mafter in the xhair the following Letter 
from the National Grahd Lodge of Sweden, which 
‘was read : : ; f ’ ** ' ■ 

‘ ; TO THE (SLORY ^ ' 

of the Grand Architect o ( f the Universe! ' , 

. 

f We, Charles, by the grace of God Hereditary Prince of the Swedes, 
Goths,and Vandals, duke of Suderraania, Heir of Norway, Duke of 
Slefwick, Holftein, Stormarric, and Dittmarclie, Count of Oldenburg and 
DelmenliOrft, Grand Admiral of Sweden, Vicar of Solomon of the 7 th and 
Qth Province, and National Grand Mafter of all the Lodges reunited uh- 
der the *G rand Lodge of Sweden working in the Royal Art within the 
ftates and dominions dependent on our auguft Sovereign, Mafter and Pro- 
testor, his Majefty the King of Sweden, 

Strength, Health, and Prosperity. 

To the Moft Illuftrious, Moft Enlightened, Moft Sublime, Mod Vene- 
rable and Venerable the National Grand Lodge of England, . the Na- 
tional Grand Mafter, Deputy Grand Mafter, Grand Wardens, -Grand 
Dignitarief, Grand Officers fuperior and inferior, and Worfhipful 
Members, 

Union, Content, and Wisdom. - * 

> Moft Illuftrious and Moft Enlightened Birethren, 

. 'To contract an ' intimate, fincere, and permanent tie between the Na- 
tional Gfahd Lodge of Sweden and that of England, has long been , ar- 
dently our object j but if temporary circumftances have delayed the effect 
of our wilhes, the prefent moment leaves us at liberty. Our Order, which 
enjoys in the two States the fame privileges and the fame protection ef 
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government, is not obliged to feek for fecurity in dark Refs ; and our la- 
bours approved, as known to promote the public good, are prole&ed by 
the power of our Sovereigns ; enjoying the facred rights of true liberty, 
(their effence,) in being able without danger to exercife thofe charitable 
deeds towards the unfortunate, which are the principal obje&s of otur 
duty. 

This uniformity of fituatfon, as welj as the fundamental principles of 
the Craf', which we equally profefs, authorise us to confolidate and to 
draw clofer a confidence, friendfhip, and reciprocal union between two 
bodies, whole common obje& is the good of humanity, who mutually 
oonfider friendfhip as the nerve, and the love of our neighbour as the pivot 
of all our labours. Deeply penetrated by thefe principles, we fend the 
Moll Jllulirious Brother George Haron de Silverhjelm, decorated with the 
higheft Degrees of Mafonry,as our Plenipotentiary, (oprefent to the Moft 
Enlightened, Moft Sublime, and Moft Venerable the National Grand 
Lodge of England our affectionate greeting . He is charged on our part tp 
exprefs to you the fiticerc efteera we bear you, and how defirous we 
are to contraCf with you a fixed and permanent- union. We pray there- 
fore that you will receive him amongft you as the bearer of our frater- 
nal fentiments, and tliat you will be pleafed to give faith and credence 
to all that he may fay on our part, conformable to thefe our cordial 
profeffions. 

The union which is the bafis of our labours being once eftablifhcd be- 
tween two nations who reciprocally efteem each other, and who are both 
known to poffefs the requifite qualities of all Free and Accepted Mafons, 
it will confolidate for ever the foundation of the Maforic Temple, wtiofe 
majeftic edifice will endure to future ages. * 

May the Moft High, the Grand Architect of the Univerfe, deign to be 
favourable to the wifhes We offer for the fuccefs of your endeavours ; and 
we remain always, Moft Illuftrious and Moft Enlightened Brothers, by 
the Sacred Number^ } 

Your devoted Brother, 

CHARLES, Duke of Sudermania. » 
Grand Lodge of Sweden, G. A. Reuter holm, 

‘24th Jan. 5798. Grand Chancellor. 

\ > ) . ; r 

This letter being read, it was refolved unani** 
moufly, that the Grand Mafter be requefted to re- 
lurp ail on the part pf the So^ety to 

Duke de Sudermania, expreflive of every fentiment 

12 
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TOrrefpondent to the warm an 4 brotherly Addrefs 
received ; and that the Baron de Silverhjelm be re- 
ceived, as the representative of the Grand Lodge of 
Sweden, .and have a feat with the Grand Officers at 
all meetings of the Grand Lodge. 

At the next Gra/id Lodge, which was held at 
Freemafons’-hall on Wednesday the 8 th May 1799* 
prefent the right hon. the Earl of Moira, ASing 
Grand Mailer, as Grand Mailer in the chair ; the 
Earl of Moira reported, that his royal highnefs the 
Grand Mailer had been pleafed, on the part of the 
Society, to return the following Anfwer to the Let- 
ter received from the Duke de Suderjnania, Grand 
Mailer of Sweden. 

In the Name of fa Grand ArchiteB of the Umverfe, 

GEORGE Prince of Wales 9 Sec. See. &c. 

Strength, Health, and Prosperity. 

To our very dear, very Illuftrious, and very Enlightened Brother 
Charles Duke of Sudermania, &c. &c. S*c. 

Union, Contentment, and Wisdom. 

It was with the trueft fatisfa&ion, Mosft Illuftrious, Mpft Worlhijiful, 
and Moft Enlightened Brother, that I received the Letter in wjbkh you 
enprefe yourdefire to fee an intimate connexion eftabHfhed between the 
worthy and eqguiar Mafbcis of Sweden and thofe of England. The high 
opinion that 1 hare of your ehara&er, and the fraternal efteem which is 
the confequence of it, add greatly to the pleafure I feel on your being on 
this orcafion the voice of your brethren. A reciprocal fentiment has long 
difpofed thefe two brave nations to admire each other: but this admira- 
tion, howfoever generous, is barren ; it is therefore to .be wifted that it 
fhould be improved by a clofe relation between die members of a .Craft, 
the exiftence of which in each of the countries is founded on beneficence 
to mankind, 

I am eameftly intreated by my brethren of the Grand Lodge of Ei^land 
to pequeft that you, very illuftrious and ver^ei il tgh tened Brother, will im- 
part their moft unanimous and meft cordial concurrence in tliefe ^po- 
sitions to the Graud Lodge of Sweden. ’ ; * • ' ’ ^ 
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We are fully fenfibte how much a courfe of communication mud «»• 
tribute to preferve that fimplicity which ha* for fo many centuries dlftin- 
guifhed the Craft ; a fimplicity at once dignified in itfelf, and fatisfa&ory 
«s a pledge towards every government that affords us prote&ion. Let uS 
unite to maintain it. Let us profcribe all thofe innovations which can 
enable either dangerous enthufiafts or profligate confpirators to work in 
darknefs under the hallowed veil of our inftitution ; and let our labours, 
like thofe of our predeceffors, be chara&erifed by our adoration of the 
Almighty, by our fubmiffion to the government of our country, and by 
our love to our neighbour. Thefe principles will jufrify the prote&ion 
which you receive from your auguft Sovereign, and which we fimilarly 
enjoy under our ineftimable Father and King. 

May the great Architect of the Univerfe be propitious to Jthe vow s 
which we will unceafingly offer to Heaven for the welfare of thofe twO 
magnanimous Prote&ors of our Brotherhood : and may he fired upon 
you, mod illuftrious and mod enlightened Brother, and upon your 
worfhipful fellow-labourers in the Craft, the inexhaudible fruits of his 
benevolence ! 

1 falute you by the Sacred Numbers. 

(Signed) GJBQRGE* P. 

London, Sth May 1799. 

By command of the Grand Matter, (L. S.) 

Wm. White, G. S. 

From the above correfpondence, and the happy 
opening of a regular communication between the 
Grand Lodges of England, Scotland, and Sweden^ 
there is the greateft reafon to believe that the belt 
effe£h will refult, and that, agreeably to the 
of every zealous brother, a friendly and lafting in-; 
tercourfe will be prefenred with the Freemafons of 
all the kingdoms. 

In detailing the farther events of this period, the 
following circumftance is too important to efcape 
notice. * 

On the 15th of May 1800, juft as his Majefty 
entered his box at Drury-lane theatre, and was bow- 
11 
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ing to the audience with his ufual coftdefcenfion, a 
perfoh who fat in the fecond row from the orcheftra, 
toward the middle of the pit, got up on the feat, 
and levelling a horfe-piftol towards the king’s box,, 
fired it. Fortunately at the moment a gentleman 
'who fat next him raifed the arm of the aflaffin, fo 
as to direft the contents of the piftol toward the roof 
of the box, by which means the life of his majefty 
was happily preferved. The man dropt the piftol, 
and was immediately feized. He was conveyed to 
the Green-room, where he underwent a private 
examination. Terror, difmay, and rage were marked 
in every countenance except that of his Majefty, 
who fat with the utmoft ferenity, while the Queen, 
who was juft near enough to hear the report of the 
piftol and fee the flaih, colle&ed confidence from 
his magnanimity. The royal family fat out the play 
of She would and Jhe would not y with the farce of 
the Humourijlt and enjoyed the happinefs of re- 
ceiving from every individual the warmeft tefti- 
monies of affe&ion. At the conclufion of the play, 
God fave the King was thrice fung, accompanied by 
the extatic plaudits of every part of thp audience ; 
and at the end of the farce, it was again repeated, 
with the. following lines annexed* written by Mr. 
Sheridan on the fpur of the moment : 

From every latent foe, 

From tbc affaflin’s b!o»v, 

God fave the King ; 

O’er him thine arms extend, 

For Britain’s fal*e defend 
* ’ Our father, prince, and friend, 

God fave the King. 
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Nothing could equal the' indignation which was 
univerfally felt by the populace at this daring at- 
tempt on the life of a Sovereign who juftly reigns in 
the hearts of his people, and who never by dne aft 
of his life provoked their refentment. >■ 

The name of the aflaflin was James Hadfidd, 
who had ferved his apprenticeihip to a wor king 
filverfmith, and enlifted in the 15th regiment of 
light dragoons, in which he had boldly fought for 
his king and country. On hit examination at the 
theatre before the duke of Ydrk, he turned to hi* 
royal highnefs and faid, “ I know you, God blefs 
« you — you are a good fellow. I have ferved with 
“ your highnefs, and (pointing to a deep cut over 
« his eye, and another long fear on his cheek) I 
“ got thefe, and more than thefe, in fighting by 
« your fide. At Lincelles I was left three hours 
“ among the dead in a ditch, and was taken piri- 
« foner by the French. I had my arm broke by a 
“ fhot, and got eight fabre wounds in my head: 
“ but I recovered, and here I am.” From this 
time he began to fliew manifeft figns of mental de- 
rangement. He was committed to Cbld Bath Fields 
prifon for the evening, and in the morning brought 
before the Privy- Council for further examination. 
When minifters were preffing him to anfwer many 
queftions, he fullenly replied, « I fired the piftol, 

“ loaded with two flogs, at the King ; what 

“ would you have more ?” He refufed to anfwer 
any other queftions ; and was fully committed to 
Newgate for trial. Oa the 26th of June, he was 
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brought up to Weftminfter-Hall, and tried in the 
court of King’s Bench. After the examination of 
an immenfe number of witnefles, and a trial of 
eight hours, the jury found the prifoner “ Not 
“ guilty, being under the influence of infanity at 
“ the time the aft was done.” He was then re- 
moved to Newgatet and ordered into confinement 
for life. 

On this happy efcape of his Majefty from lo 
daring an attempt on his life, addrefles poured in 
from every quarter of the kingdom; and in fuch 
general tellimonies of loyalty and attachment, it 
could fcarcely be ^expefted that the Society of Free- 
mafons, over which the Prince of Wale? was the 
profefled Patron, would be backward. At a fpecial 
Grand Lodge, therefore, convened at Freemafons’- 
hall on Thurfday the 3d of June, the following 
addrefs was unanimoufly voted, and afterwards pre- 
sented to his Majefty by the Prince of Wales in 
perfon at the firft levee : 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

The danger to which your Majefty was expofed in the atrocious attempt 
lately mAde againft your f&cred perfon, wkilft it filled the hearts of all in 
this country with alarm and abhorrence, has authorifed every clafs of your 
fubjefts to offer at your throne the expreffions of their ardent attachment, 
without fear of incurring the charge of intrufion. 

Voucbiafe, Sire, under this con&radion, to admit the homage of a de- 
fetiption of men who, in ordinary circumftances, could not as a body ten* 
der the profeffion Of that devotion to your loyal perfon and to your go- 
vernment, which it is their booft to cherifli, not in their individual capa- 
cities alone, but in their peculiar affiliation. 

The law, by permitting, under certain regulations, %\te .meetings of 
Freemafous, lias defined the exigence of the JSociety ; binding, at the 
lame time, the members of it, by a new obligation of gratitude for the 
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confidence extended toward them, to labour, as farts their feeble powen 
may apply, in inculcating loyalty to the King, and reverence to the inefti- 
mable fabric of the Britiih conftitution. 

Being fo acknowledged, we fhould think ourfdves wanting in the firft 
duty towards yotir Majefty, and towards that conftitution, did we not 
approach yonr Majefty with the teftimony of our feelings on this awful 
occafion. 

Your Majefty is therefore implored to receive the humble congratula- 
tions of the Grand Lodge of Freemasons under the conftitution of 
England, (the Representative Affembly of all the Lodges under that con- 
ftitution,) in the name of themfelves and of all their brethren, on your 
having been fhielded by the hand of Providence from the defperate and 
execrable attempt of the aflaffin. 

When principles were firft promulgated in France, which, to oar con- 
ception, tended to the overthrow of all peace and order in fociety, we fek 
ourfelves called upon to depart from a rule which had been till then rdi^ 
oufly obferved in our aflociation. 

As a veil of fecrecy conceals the tran(a6Uons at our meetings, our fellow- 
fubje&s have no affurance that there may not be in our affociatton a ten- 
dency injurious to their interefts, other than the general tenor of oar con- 
daft, and a notoriety that the door of Freemifonry is not clofed againft'tny 
clafs, profeffion, or fe<ft, provided the individual defiring admiffion be un- 
Rained in moral character. To remove, therefore, as far as poffible, any 
ground for fufpicion, it h is been from time immemorial a fundamental * 
role moft rigidly maintained, that no political topic (hall, on any pretence, 
be mentioned in the lodge. 

The fingular juncture to which we liave alluded feemed to call for fome 
pofitive declaration which might diftinflly exhibit our opinions; we thence 
ventured to profefs to your Majefty the loyalty with which the Freemafosw 
of England glowed towards yonr royal perfon , and their unalterable attach . I 

ment to the prefent happy form of government in this country. But aa 
no forefight could devife a motive of eqna! importance with that which 
then actuated us, the recent occurrence being of a nature too horrijdto be 
in fuppo&tion as a pofiibiiity, it was ffrongly declared that no precedent 
fhould be drawn from that ftep ; and that on no future occafion fhould 
the Grand Lodge exercife an advertence to events which might entail 
upon Freemafons the charge of a {Turning the privilege to deliberate as a 
body upon public affairs. Hence, Sire, our prefent addrefr has not been 
jfo early as our individual anxiety would have dictated j for it was vequifitft 
that a general concurrence fhould fan&ion the Grand Lodge, in a fecond 
R 2 
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tc fo oum on of its rule*, before we could jointly exprefe tfiit which we feve- 
fch in m*nppr on the foiemn futye&. 

We have poured forth to the Grand, AflC&te#. pf the Upbrerfe pur 
humble tb&plc%mag, that, to the other bicfiiags &owered ou this coun- 
try, he haa added that of defeating a crime, the foie attempt at which pro* 
doeed universal difmay throughout thefe realms $ and we earnefUj confide 
in his Divine bounty to preferve to us and to our fellow-fubje^U, for 
many, very many years to come, a life fo important in its example, and 
fe inefthnabfe in its fupeiintendanee ovet our happineia, as that of your 
Mifcfty. : '» 

Wismam Winvfe, G. S. G£ORG£, J*. 


Several falutary regulations were adopted this year 
to liquidate the debts of the Society. On a ftti& 
examination of the accounts, it appeared that thefe 
debts had cpnfiderably increafed ; that 7000I. re- 
mained due from the Society on account of the 
hall and tavern, befides the tontine of 250I. per 
qnnwx* and that the average income of the hall- 
fond, after paying the intereft of the debt, the 
tontine, and incidental expences, left hut a very 
final 1 fum towards the reduftion of the principal ; 
and that many years muft elapfe before the debt 
eouM be materially reduced. In order to difeharge 
this debt therefore, and to render the charity more 
cxtenfivdy beneficial, it was refolved in Grand 
Lodge, that every lodge in the lift, until the del>t 
be extinguiibed, (hould pay annually in the mpath 
of February 1 to the hall-fund, two (hillings for 
every fubferibing member of each lodge ; and that 
any lodge negle&iag to conform to this regulation, 
(hould he considered in contempt, and be fubjedb 
to erafure from the lift. It was alfo refolved, that 
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a declaration* figaed by the mafter t warden3, trea- 
furcr, and fecretary, of each lodge, or any two of 
them, certifying the number of fubfcribing mem- 
bers at Chriftmas yearly, (hould be tranfmitted 
to the Grand Secretary, with a lift of the mem-» 
bers, containing their chriftian and furnames* age, 
profeffion, and : refidence, when made Mafons, or 
admitted members, in order to be regiftered in the 
books of the Grand Lodge; and alfo the fees pre- 
fcribed by the regulations to be paid for that* pin> 
pofe into the hall-fund, viz. For every Mafoa 
made in London, or within ten miles thereof, ten 
{hillings and fi^pence, and in alf other lodges be* 
ybhd that diftance, five (hillings; and for evetf 
brother made in one lodg& apd . joining soother, 
two (hillings and fixpence* and that no brother 
whofe name had not been regiftered and the fees 
paid as above, (hould be entitled to Telief from 
the fund of charity, admifiion to the benefit fo- 
ciety as a .member, or have his daughter received 
into the Freemafons* fchool. This meafuie, we 
are happy to find, is likely to have the intended 
efiedt ; the lodges having readily concurred in the 
plan of liquidating the debts, and the Aims which 
have been already paid afford a certain profpe& of 
fpeedily extricating the Society from its prefent bur- 
dens. The debts are now paid, and the annual fub- 
(cription has dropt. 

Among the numerous improvements in the city 
of London this year, the magnificent range of 
building at the Eaft India Houfe in Lcadenhall- 
ftreet defervedly claims our attention* The elegance 
r 3 
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of the ftrufture confers equal honour on the Com* 
pany for whofe ufe it was built, as on the perforts 
who have been employed in its ercdion. The ar- 
chitecture is the defign of Richard Jupp, efq. the 
Company’s furveyor, and the work is finifhed in a 
very good ftyle. 

The following is a defcription of the Pediment : 

Commerce, which is reprefented by Mercury , 
attended by Navigation, and followed by Tritons 
and Sea-horfesi is introducing Asia to Britannia, 
at whofe feet {he pours out her treafures. The 
King is holding the fhield of protection over the 
head of Britannia and Liberty, who is em- 
braced by her. By the fide of his Majefty fits 
Order, attended by Religion and Justice. In 
the back ground is the City-Barge % 8cc. near to 
which {land Industry and Integrity. The 
Thames fills the angle to the right hand, and the 
Ganges the angle towards the Eait. 

The fentiment of the compofition is, “ That a 
u nation can only be truly profperous, when it has 
u a King who makes Religion and Juftice the bafis 
u of his Government, and a Con ft itution, which, 

while it fecures the Liberties of the people, main- 
u tains a due fubordination in the feveral ranks of* 
" fociety, and when the Integrity of the People 
ft fecures to each individual the advantages which 
“ Induftry creates and cultivates.” 

The extended progrefs of the Society of Mafons 
at this period was fufficiently difplayed by the 
ereftion of fome new halls for the lodges in the 
country, and the inftitution of a fchool in London 
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by the irregular Mafons, for the education and fup- 
port of the fons of diftrefled brethren. 

On the 2bth of A^uguft, a new hall, built at Hull 
by the members of the Rodney Lodge, was dedi- 
cated in folemn form according to the rites of 
Mafonry, in the prefence of three hundred brethren. 
The great zeal which was manifefled by the Lodge 
on this occafion juftly merited the marked diftin&ion 
which was conferred on it by the corporation of 
Hull, who, with a numerous aflemblage of the moft 
eminent chara&ers in the neighbourhood, honoured 
the Mafons with their company. An elegant dinner 
was provided at the town-hall, at which all the 
principal civil and military officers attended, and the 
entertainment concluded early in the evening with 
the greateft cordiality and friendlhip. 


SECT. XIV. 

The Hijtory of Mafonry from the Tear 4800, to the 
End of the Tear 1801. 

The Brethren of Scotland, ever emulous to excel 
in promoting the benefit and improvement of their 
country, had an opportunity of difplaying their 
zeal in 1 801, by giving their affiftance in the ere&ion 
of the Wet-docks at Leith \ a meafure well calculated 
for the convenience and accommodation of the nu- 
merous trading veflels which daily arrive in that 
port from different parts of the world. 

The Grand Lodge received a meffage from the 
Magiftrates of Edinburgh, requefting their company 
* 4 
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aqdaffiftance in laying the fbundation-ftone of thefe 
Docks on the 14th of May 1801* The earl of 
Dalkeith, the Grand Mafter, being abfent, the 
direction of the ceremony was v,efted in his Deputy, 
Robert Duhdas efq. of Melville (now Lord Mel- 
ville), who conduced it in a very able and mafterly 
ftile. ' 

; 0 n the day appointed, the Brethren, amounting 
to about 1 200, mdt in ; the Aflembly-rooms At Leith, 
where the Lodge was opened ; and from thence they 
inarched in pfoceffion to the Docks a little before 
nine o’clock in the jnorning, preceded by the Lord 
Ptovbft, j'Magiftrates, and council of Edinburgh, 
with the Magistrates of Leith, in their robes; the 
Engineers and Architects of the propofed building ; 
the Mafter, Wajfdeii6 r and Brethren of the Trinity- 
houfe ; and a number of refpeftable merchants and 
inhabitants of the town of Leith. 

The Grand Mafter was fupported by Sir James 
Stirling bart. the Paft Grand Mafter, and Sir Patrick 
Murray bart. who afted as Deputy Grand Mafter ; 
Lord Downe, and feveral other refpe&able charac- 
ters, were prefent* The Substitute Grand Mafter, 
the Provincial Grand Mafters for Peebles, Selkirk, 
<&c. and the Mafters of the Edinburgh Lodges, ac- 
cording to feniority, with their officers and mem- 
bers, walked in proceffion, having a band of mufic 
attached to each feparate Lodge. 

When T they arrived at the fpot where the (tone 
was intended to be laid, the Lord Provoft and 
Magiftrates retired to a theatre erefted for them on 
the weft fide ; and the Grand Mafter with his offi- 
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cers to another on the eaft fide, where a table was 
placed, on which were laid the jewels, aadothetf 
emblems of the Craft. The Subftitute Grand Matter 
then ordered the (tone to be flung, and let down 
gradually, making three regular flops before it 
came to the ground, during which ceremony an 
anthem was fung. He then placed a large phial 
in the centre of the under-ftone, containing all the 
prefent current coins of the country, with a num- 
ber of beautiful medals of the fir ft charafters of 
the age, all of which had been prcvioufly enclofed 
in cryftal. Above the phial were alfo depofited 
two plates, on one of which the following infcrip- 
tion was engraved : 


44 In the reign of the Moft Gracious Sovereign George III., and 
under the aufpices of ihe Eight Hon. William Fettes, 
Lord Provoft of Edinburgh, 

The Harbour of Leith, 

Though formed at a remote period. 

And, as Commerce in the courfe of ages increased, 
often repaired and extended ; 

Yet being ftill narrow and incommodious, 

Robert Dundas of Melville efquire. 

In abfence of.tbe Right Hon. Charles, Earl of Dalkeith, 
Grand Mafter-mafon of Scotland, 

Laid the foundation-ftone of thefe Docks, 

In which the numerous veffels arriving from every quarter of the 
Globe, 

Might receive ample and fee u re accommodation ; . 

On the 10th day of May, A. D. 1801. A. L. 5801. 

John Rennie being Engineer. 

May the Undertaking profper, 

JBy the bleQtng of Almighty God !** 
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On the other plate was engraved': 

Hie names of the prefent Town Council of Edinburgh. 

The Right Hon. Henry Dundas, Member for the City. 

The Magiftrates of Leith. 

The Wet -dock Committee. 

The Engineers. 

The Contra&ors for the Work. 

The Grand Lodge ©f Scotland ; and 
'Hie Mailers and Wardens of the Trinity houfe, Leith. 

The Grand Matter, preceded by the officers of 
the Grand Lodge, having the Jewels, & c. borne 
before them, was conduced by the Paft Grand 
Matter, Deputy, and Subftitute, to the fcite of the 
Hone, where, with the affiftance of two operative 
Mafons, he turned the (tone, and laid it in its pro- 
per bed. Then placing himfelf on the eaft fide, 
with the Paft Grand Mafter on his right, and the 
Subftitute on his left, his Wardens being in the 
weft, the plumb, level, fquare, and mallet, were 
feparately delivered to him by the Subftitute, and 
applied to the ftone in feveral pofitions ; after which 
he gave three knocks with the mallet, faying, 
u May the Great Architect of the Univerfe enable 
us fuccefsfully to carry on, and finifh the work, 
of which we have now laid the foundation-ftone, 
and every other undertaking that may tend to the 
advantage of the City of Edinburgh and its harbour ! 
May he be a guard and protection to them, and 
may they long be preferved from peril and decay !” 
The cornucopia, with the veflels containing the 
wine and oil, were then delivered in the ufual form 
to the Grand Mafter, who poured out the contents 
fucceffively upon the ftone, faying, " May the boun- 
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tiful hand of Heaven ever fupply this country with 
abundance of corn, wine, and oil, and all the ne- 
ceflaries and comforts of life !” The Brethren then 
gave three cheers ; after which the Grand Matter 
addrefTed the Provott and Magiftrates as follows : * 

“ My Lord Provoft, and Magiftrates, 

“ Tt is with the higheft fatisfa&ion that I have now availed myfelf 
of the opportunity, which the firuation I have the honour to hold in 
the Grand Lodge of Scotland has afforded me, of affiftingatthe com- 
mencement of a work fo effential to the welfare of this metropolis, and 
which, I truft, will contribute, in an eminent degree to the extenfion of 
the commerce, and the general profperity of this portion of the united 
kingdom. 

“ The refpeCf and efteem which you enjoy in the community over 
which you have the honour to prefide, are the fureft pledges that 
nothing will be wanting on your part to fecond the efforts and fulfil 
the wifhes of thofe public-fpirited individuals who have promoted 
this undertaking, and that the juft expectations of the legifla- 
ture, to whofe liberality you are alfo indebted, will not be dif- 
appointed. 

“ It is impoflible to contemplate the aufpicious period at which this 
work is begun, without the ftrongeft fenfations of gratitude to that 
Providence which has infpired his Majefty’s councils with temperate 
firmnefs, and his fleets with irrefiftible valour, to affert and maintain 
the juft rights of his fubjeCb, on that element which has ever been the 
fcene of their triumphs, and the fource of their envied profperity and 
power. May the fame bountiful Providence, in the bleffings of an 
honourable and lafting peace, fecure to the merchants of this, and of 
every other port in the Britifh dominions, the free and uninterrupted 
enjoyment of their trade, and the well-earned fruits of induftry and 
enterprizing a&ivity ! 

“ In the name of the Craft of Free and Accepted Mafons, I have to 
offer our humble fupplicotions to the Supreme Architect of the Univerfe, 
that he will afford his protection to yoipr Lordfhip, and your Brethren in 
the Magiftracy, and that you may continue to be the inftruments, through 
Him, of promoting the happinefs and welfare of the community intrufted 
to your charge.” 

& 6 
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* To which the Lord Provoft made the following 
reply : 


« Moft Worflripfiil Sir, 

41 Leith h&i long liad reafon to be proud of the enterprife and fucceis 
of its merchants and failors. The rapid increafe of its commerce has 
made it neceffary to extend the harbour, and improve the conveniences 
for its trade. The plan of that able engineer Mr. Rennie has been 
adopted ; and I think it one of the happieft events of my life, that I have 
the honour to fill the chair of the City when the foundation ftone is 
laid of thefe extenfive Wet-docks, which, k conceive, will not only he 
of great benefit to the City and its port, but to the country at large, 
as well as convenient for the admiffion of large Chips of his Majefty’s 
navy. 

“ I affure you, Sir, that it is highly gratifying to me, and to my 
fellow-citizens, that the firft ftone of this important work his been laid 
by you. Allow me to remark, that there appears a fortunate propriety 
in this ceremony being performed by the fon of a man, to whom our 
Gty, the Navy of Britain, and the whole tmpire, are under fo many 
obligations. 

“ Permit me, in the name of the Magiftrates and Council of the City 
of Edinburgh, to return our warmed thanks to you, to your brethren, 
and to the gentlemen who have honoured us with their attendance on 
this occafion. And may tjiat Almighty Being, whom winds and Teas 
obey, accompany this undertaking with his blelfing, and crown the work 
with fuceefs !” 

The ceremony was then concluded, and the Bre- 
thren having given three cheers, a falute of twenty- 
one guns was fired from the veflels in the Roads 
under the command of Capt. Clements of the royal 
navy ; after which the proceffion was refumed, .and 
returned to the Aflembly-rooms at Leith, where the 
Grand Mafter received the thanks of the Brethren 
for the handfome manner in which he had conduced 
the ceremony of the day. 
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The Subftitute Grand Matter then addreffed the 
operative Brethren to the following effedt : 

u The foundation-done of the Wet-docks at Leith, planned in much 
wifdomby the ingenious architect, being now laid, and thefe implements 
in your hands having been applied to it by the Grand Matter, and ap- 
proved of, they are re-committed to you, with full confidence, that, as 
ikilful and faithful workmeu, you will ufe them in fuch a manner, that 
thfe building may rife in order, harmony, and beauty; and, being per- 
fected in ftrength, will anfwer every piirpofe for which it is in- 
tended, to your credit as Craftfinen, and to the honour of our ancient 
Fraternity.** 

The lodge was then clofed in due form, and the 
Brethren departed, highly gratified with the pro- 
ceedings of the day, in the greateft order and re- 
gularity. 

Notwithftanding the incredible number of fpc&a- 
tors who were aflembled on this occafion, no accident 
happened. The day being fine, and the fhips in the 
Roads and harbour 
difplayed, rendered 
and pleafing. 

Another incident occurred in Scotland in 1803, 
which juftly deferves to be recorded. At a meeting 
of the Grand Lodge in Edinburgh on the 30th of 
November, the earl of Moira, afting Grand 
Matter of England, attended, and in an impreffive 
fpeech related the conduft of the Grand Lodge of 
England to the ’irregular Mafons of that kingdom, 
with whom he underttood the Grand Lodge of 
Scotland had eftablifhed an intercourfe. He ftated, 
that the hearts and arms of the Grand Lodge which 
he had the honour to reprefent, had ever been open 


having their fla^s and colours 
the fpeflacle peculiarly grand 


Digitized by v^ooole 



374 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


for the reception of their feceding Brethren ; but 
that thejr had obftirfately refufed to acknowledge 
their error, and return to the bofom of their mother- 
lodge. He farther obferved, that though the Grand 
Lodge of England differed in a few trifling obfer- 
vances from that of Scotland, the former had ever . 
entertained for Scottifli Mafons that afFe&ion and 
regard which it was the obje& of Freemafonry to 
cherifh, and the duty of Freemafons to feel. His 
Lordfliip’s fpeech was received with loud and re- 
peated applaufe. From this circumftance, there- 
fore, we may probably anticipate the renewal of an 
alliance between the Grand Lodges of Scotland and 
England *. 

* From Mr. I.awrie’s valuable treatife on Freemafonry, lately pub- 
lifted, the above particulars have been extra&cd. This gentleman has 
given a very fatisfa&ory account of the mifunderftanding between the re- 
gular and irregular Mafons of London. After Rating that the fchifm 
commenced with the feceffion of fome brethren from the Grand Lodge in 
1739 » he obferves that the a&ive promoters of it calling themfelves 
Ancient Mafons, not only formed lodges, in fubverfion of the rules of 
the Order, but actually eftablifted in London a nominal Grand Lodge, 
in open defiance of the A neient Grand Lodge, on whom they invidioufly 
bellowed the appellation of Modern Mafons, on account of a few 
trifling innovations in the ceremonial observances, which had been 
inconiiderately fan&ioned. The irregular Mafons encouraged the 
revolt ; and having chofen as their Grand Mailer the dulte of Athol, 
then Grand Mailer ele<fl for Scotland, a friendly intercourfe was 
opened between them and the Grand Lodge in Edinburgh. From x - 
this circuit ftAnce, more than from any predile&ion in their favour, a 
correfpondence has fince that time been kept up, and the fame pre- 
judice* imbibed by the Brethren of Scotland againft the regular Mafons 
of England. The bnflnefs, however, being now more dearly under- 
flood, it is expe&ed that a general union will foon ^ terminate all 
differences, and that a regular communication wiki be fpeedily efle&ed 
among the regular Mafons of both kingdoms. 
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The ftate of the Society in England from the 
year 1800 has been regular and progreflive. Under 
the patronage of the earl of Moira, Mafonry has 
been cultivated and confiderably extended. Many 
eminent and illudrious charafters have enrolled their 
names among the Fraternity ; and, through various 
branches of the Royal Family, application has been 
made to the Grand Lodge, from the Mafons in 
foreign countries, for renewing reciprocal alliances 
of permanent friendfhip. 

At the Grand Lodge in February 1802, the earl 
-of Moira dated to the Brethren, that the Lodges in 
Berlin, under the aufpices of the King of Pruffia, 
had folicited the influence of the Duke of SuiTex to 
carry on a friendly communication with the Grand 
Lodge of England 5 and had exprefied a readinefs, 
on their part, as far as was confident with the duty 
they owed to their own Mafonic jurifdiftion, to aft 
in unifon with their Brethren of England, in pro- 
moting all the general principles of the Inditution, 
and in extending relief to didrefied Mafons ; on 
which it was immediately refolved, that a friendly 
communication (hould be kept up with our Brethren 
in Pruffia, "and every attention paid to their future 
recommendations. 

At the Grand Lodge in May following, another 
application was made, through the fame channel, 
from four Lodges in Portugal, which had empowered 
M. Hypolite Jofeph da Coda, to aft as their re- 
prefentative in the Grand Lodge of England, and 
in their name to folicit a regular authority to prac- 
tife the rites of the order under the Englifh banner 
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and prote&ion. After mature deliberation it was 
determined that every encouragement fhduld be 
given to the Brethren in Portugal ; and a treaty was 
immediately entered into, and figned by Brothers Da 
Coda and Hefeltine, then Grand Treafurer of the 
Grand Lodges and approved by the Grand Mailer, 
whereby it was agreed that as long as the Portuguefe 
Lodges (hould conform to the ancient conftitutions 
of the Order, they ihould be empowered to have a 
reprefentative in the Grand Lodge of England, and 
that the Grand Lodge of England ihould have a 
reprefentative in the Grand Lodge of Portugal, and 
that the Brethren belonging to each Grand Lodge 
ihould be equally entitled to the privileges of the 
other. 

In the private proceedings of the Society few 
material incidents have occurred. In confequence 
of the death of Thomas Sandby efq. the office of 
Grand Arch ite& remained vacant till 1799; when 
Robert Brettingham efq. was appointed his fuc- 
ceflbr. William Tyler efq. the Architeft of the 
Tavern, having been propofed as a candidate for the 
office at the Grand Feaft in May i8or, the Grand 
Mafter obferved, that the office of Graftd Architect 
had been conferred on Brother Sandby only as a 
mark of perfonal attachment* he having been the 
Architeft of the Hall, but that it was never intended 
to be a permanent office in the Society* The Grand 
Lodge therefore refolved that the office of Grand 
Architect (hould be difeontinued 5 but that, in 
compliment to Brothers Brettingham and Tyler, 
both thefe gentlemen ihould be permitted to attend 
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the Grand Lodge, and war an honorary jewel as a 
mark of perfonal refpeS. . 

In November 1801, a charge was prefented to 
the Grand Lodge againft fome of its members, for 
patronizing and officially a&ing as principal officers 
in an irregular fociety, calling themfelves Ancient 
Mafons , in open violation of the law6 of the Grand 
Lodge. The charge being fully fupportedi it was 
determined that the laws ihould be enforced againft 
thefe offending brethren, unlefs they immediately 
feceded from fuch irregular meetings. They fo- 
licited the indulgence of the Grand Lodge for three 
months, in hopes that, during the interval, they 
fnight be ehabled to effe£fc an union of the two 
Societies. This meafure was agreed to ; and that 
no impediment might pervert fo defirable an objeft, 
the charge againft the offending Brethren was with- 
drawn 5 and a committee, confiding of lord Moira, 
and feveral other eminent chara&ers, was appointed, 
to pave the way for the intended union 5 and every 
means ordered to be ufed to bring back the erring 
Brethren to a fenfe of their duty and allegiance. 
Lord Moira declared, on accepting his appointment 
as a member of the Committee, that he ihould con- 
fider the day on which a coalition Mas formed, 
one of the mod fortunate in his life \ and that he 
was empowered by the Prince of Wales to fay, 
his Royal Highnefs’s arms would ever be open to 
all the Mafons in the kingdom indiferiminately. 
On the 9th of February 1803, it being represented 
to the Grand Lodge that the irregular Mafons ftill 
continued refraftory, and that, fo far from fo- 
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Hciting re-admiflion among the Craft, they had not 
taken any fteps to effe& an union ; their conduft 
was deemed highly cenfurable, and the laws of the 
Grand Lodge were ordered to be enforced againft 
them. It was alfo unanimoufly refolved. That 
whenever it (hall appear that any Mafons under the 
Englifii conftitution lhali in future attend 9 or coun- 
tenance, any lodge cr meeting of perfons, calling 
themfelves Ancient Mafons , under the fan&ion of 
any perfon claiming the title of Grand Mailer of 
England, who (hall not have been duly elefted in 
the Grand Lodge, the laws of the Society (hall not 
only be ftri&ly enforced againft them, but their 
names (hall be erazed from the lift, and tranfmitted 
to all the regular Lodges under the Conftitution of 
England. 

As thefe cenfures extend to fuch a numerous cir- 
cle, it may for a (hort time interrupt the general 
harmony of our meetings ; but it is hoped, that 
when the Brethren of whom the irregular Societies 
are compofed, are aware that, by continuing to af- 
femble without regular fan&ion, they are ading con- 
trary to the ancient charges of the Order, and en- 
couraging a divifion in the family of Mafons, they 
will foon re-unite under the legal banner, and ac- 
knowledge one fupreme head, to whom all the Fra- 
ternity in the kingdom are bound to pay allegiance. 
Should any trifling variations in the formalities of the 
inftitution impede the progrefs of this union, we 
truft they will be immediately removed, and every 
Brother vie who (hall be moft afiiduous in preferving 
the original landmarks of the Order. 
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In February 1804, the Grand Lodge, defirous of 
«xpre(Eng in the mod public manner the high fenfe 
entertained of the fervices of the right hon. the earl 
of Moira, the a&ing Grand Matter, unanimoufly 
Tefolved, that his Lordfliip’s portrait (hould be painted 
by an able artift, and put up in the Hall, with thofe 
^©f the Pad Grand Mailers, as a lading tedimony 
of the gratitude and edeem of the Society for his 
Lordfhip. His Lordfhip afterwards fent to the So- 
ciety, as a prefent, his portrait painted by Shee. 

The following lid of the Provincial Grand Maf- 
ters appointed fince the year 1790, will afford the 
bed tedimony of the great increafe of the Society 
under the Englilh banner within the lad twenty 
years : 

Africa, South, Richard Blake, Efq, 

Anglefea, W. Wharton Rawlins, Efq. 

Bavaria, Prince of Thurn and Taxis. 

Berk/hire, Arthur Stanhope, Efq. 

Buckingham/hire, Sir J. Throckmorton, Bart. 

Brijlol, City and County of, W. H. Goldwyer, Efq. 

' Camlrtdge/hxre, Right Hon, Lord Eardley. 

Canada , Sir John Johnfon, Bart. 

Ceylon , Sir Alexander Johnfton. 

Chejhire , John Egerton, Efq. 

Coafi of Coromandel , in the Eajl Indies, Terence Gahagan, Efq. 

Cornwall, Sir John St. Aubyn, Bart. 

Cumberland, John Lofti, Efq. 

Denmark , Norway, &c. Prince Charles Landgrave of Heffe Caffel. 

Derlyjhire, Earl of Harrington. 

Devon, Sir Ch. Warw, Bampfylde, Bart. 

Dorfet , John Jeffery, Efq. 

Durham, Sir Ralph Milbanke, Batt. 

Ej Tex, William Wix, Efq. 

Franckfort on Maine, Circles of Upper Rhine, Lower Rhine , and 
Franconia, John Charles Broenner, Efq. 

Gibraltar, John Sweetland, Efq. 
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Gloucefier/hire , Duke of Beaufort. 

Guemfey, Jar fey, & c. General Sir J. Doyie. 

Hanover, Electorate of, and BriH/h Dominions in Germany, Prince 
Charles of Mecklenburg Strelitz. 

Hamburgh and Lower Saxony, Do&or John Philip Beckmann. 
Hampjhire, Colonel Sherborne Stewart. 

Hertfordjkire, George Harvey, Efq. 

Hayti , John Goff, Efq. 

Herefordjh're, A. S. Gordon, Efq. 

Huntrngdonjhire , Earl of Mouftt-Norris. 

JJle of France, R. T. Farquhar, Efq. 

Kent, Sir Walter James James, Bart. 

Lancejhire, F. D. Aftley, Efq. 

Lincolnjhire, Rev. William Peters. 

Maryland, Henry Harford, Efq. 

Monmauthjhire, Henry Harnage, Efq. 

Naples and Sicily, Kingdoms of. Due de Sanderaetrio FigpittUk 
Norfolk, Rev. Samuel S. Colman. 

Northamptonjhvrc, Earl of JPomfret. 

Northumberland, Sir J . E. Swinbourne, Bart. 

Nottinghamjhire, Sir J. B. Warren, Bart. K. B. 

Oxjor d/hire, Lord Vifcount Forbes. 

Perfa, Sir Gore Oufeley, Bart. 

Radnor, Rev. Thomas Vials. 

RutUmd/hire, Richard Barker, Efq. 

Shropjhire, Staff or d/hire, Flmtflme , Denbigh/hire , and Montgomery, 
Hon. and Rev. Francis Henry Egerton. 
i St. Ckrijlopher , Hon. John Garnett. 

St. Helena, David Kay, M. D 
Somerfetjhire, John Leigh, Efq. 

Surry , James Meyrick, Efq, . 

Suffolk, Sir William Middleton, Bart. 

Suffix, General Samuel Hulfe. 

Sumatra, John Macdonald, Efq. 

Wales, South, Thomas W>ndham, Efq. 

Warwickfhire, Hon. Walhington Shirley. 

JVeJbnor eland, W. Henry White, Efq. 

Worcejierfhire, John Dent, Efq. 

York/hire, Robert Pemb. Milnes, Efq. 

Reprefentative rf the Grand Lodge of England in Germany, Col. 
Aug. Graefe. 
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SECT. XV. 

Hijlory of Mafonry from 1801 to l8l2. 

The Scottiih Mafons had another opportunity of 
exemplifying their zeal and attachment to the So- 
ciety on the 29th of June 1801, being the birth-day 
of his grace the Duke of Gordon, when the founda- 
tion-done of the bridge over the Spey was laid. The 
concourfe of people was immenfe. All the lodges 
round were affembled in their different infignia, and 
the whole order of proceflion was arranged and con- 
duced by the Marquis of Huntly, Provincial Grand 
Mader for Bamffhire, &c. The different lodges, 
focieties, and private gentlemen vrere formed on the 
fquare of Fochabers, which was lined by the neigh- 
bouring volunteer companies, and an excellent band 
of muiic belonging to the Fochabers’ company, 
which added much to the folemnity of the pro- 
ceflion. From the fquare the whole marched, ac- 
cording to their edablifhed rules, to the river, which 
the Provincial Grand Mader, with his office-bearers, 
& c. paffed on a temporary bridge of boats, as the 
ftone was to be laid on the oppofite fide. The vo- 
lunteers were drawn up on the fouth fide, as the 
deepnefs of the rock, and the narrownefs of the 
ground where the foundation -done was laid, pre- 
vented more from eroding the river than were abfo- 
lutely neceflary. The Grand Mader then laid the 
fird done with the ufual folemnities. Two inferip- 
10 
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tions were depofited in it. The firft was engraved 
on plate, and is as follows : 

In the reign of 

The moll gracious Sovereign Georoe III. 

And under the aufpices of 
His Grace, Alexander, Duke of Gordon, 

And the other Patrons of the Undertaking, 

The moll noble George, Marquis of Huntly, 

Provincial Grand Mailer for Bamfihire, &c. 

Laid the foundation -Hone of the Bridge 
over the Spey, 

On the 29th of June, 

Being the day on which the Duke of Gordon 
entered his 59th year, 

In the year of our Lord 1801, 

And of the sera of Mafonry 5801. 

The other infeription was fealed up in glafs, and 
is as follows : 

Deo Annuente, 

Pontis hujus 

In Spey, ohm Tueffi, flumine, 

Ducis de Gordon inagnopere, 

Civiuraque finit’.morum, munificentia 
Atque ac aere publico, 

Extruendi, 

I^pidem hunc primarium 
Nobiliifimus Georgius Marchio de Huntly, 

Filius praealti, potentiffiraique Principis, 

Alexandri Ducis de Gordon, &c. 

Artium omnium bonanim et utiliffim&rum 
Etiamque falutis publicie 
Benigne, vindicis et amici ; 

Pofuit ; 

Georgii III. Dei Gratia regnante } 

Anno Chrilli MDCCCf .. 

/Ersque Arcbiteftomcafe VMDCCCl. 

Viator ! 

Perge et plaude. 
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A number of coins were depofited at the fame time. 
The Rev. Mr. Gillon, of Speymouth, as chaplain* 
pronounced a very appropriate prayer ; and the 
Provincial Grand Matter, in a very elegant fpeech, 
exprefled his felicity in feeing an undertaking, fo 
magnificent and ufeful, at length happily begun. 
The whole was concluded with a feu-de-joie by the 
volunteers. 

The proceffion returned in the fame order to Fo* 
chabers, where ample (tores of every thing neceffary 
were provided, and the day was concluded with the 
higheft feftivity and happinefs. 

The inhabitants of the iflands of Jerfey, Guern- 
fey, and Alderney, being extremely fatisfied with the 
condu£t of Sir John Doyle, during his refidence 
among them as governor, have prefented him with 
two elegant gold cups 5 and the two lodges of Free- 
mafons in thofe iflands have prefented him with two 
elegant gold vafes. The following is a defcriptiom 
of them : 

An elegant Gold Cup. — On the foot is reprefented Faith, Hope, and 
Charity; in one compartment of the body, the battle of Hobkirk Hill, 
April 25, 1801 ; in the fecond, fundry mafonic emblems ; in the third, 
an infcription. The handle is a ehaftd crocodiles the lip, the Prince of 
Wales’s crert. On one fide of the cover is the earl of Moira’s arms; on 
the reverfe, General Doyle's ; the top is blue enamelled, fet round with 
very large brilliants. 

Inscription. — To the Honourable Major-General Sir John Doyle, 
Bart. Colonel of the 87 th (or Prince of Wales’s Irith) Regiment, Lieu- 
tenant-Governor and Commander-In-Chief of the I Hands of Guernfey and 
Alderney. 

We, the free and accepted Mafons of Marinet, Lodge No, 222, pene- 
trated with a lively and Hncere fenfe of gratitude, efteem, and admiration. 
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of your eminent talents, your public and private virtues, which have been 
mod energetically difplaved with the higheft advantage to HU Majefty't 
fervice ; the greateft benefit to this ifland, and to the genqal intereft of 
humanity, which our lodge has experienced in common with every indiri* 
dual, under the fphere of your government, and with profound deference 
and refpedfc, we beg leave to offer you a box, with emblems, in foene final 
degree chara&eriftic of your diftinguifhed and amiable qualities, but in- 
tended more as a lading teftimony of our gratitude and regard ; and may 
the God of Light and Truth watch over, protect, and profper all your 
public and private undertakings, U the prayer of, Sir, 

Your grateful aud attached Friends and humble Servants, 
The Members of Lodge No. 222. 

The fecond Gold Cup is fimilar to the former, 
and prefented by Lodge No. 1 16 . 

The third is a moft fuperb gold vafe, prefented 
by the inhabitants of the ifland of Guemfey : 

The foot is richly chafed, with laurel leaves round it ; on the bottom of 
the vafe is represented the rofe, thiftle, and fhamrock; on one fide the 
body, General Doyle’s arms, fupporters, crefts, &c. Sec. chafed; on the 
reverfe, an infcription and emblems of victory ; on the neck of the vafe, is 
two battles which the General fought in Egypt, and a view of two forts 
which he captured ; on the lower, is chafed the arms of the ifland of 
Guemfey ; and on the top is Mars, holding in his right hand a wreath of 
laurel. 

The infcription on the above vafe is nearly the 
fame as on the firft. 

On the 10th of April 1805, the Grand Matter 
in the chair (Col. Sherborne Stewart) ftated, that 
a communication had been received by the Grand 
Secretary from the Earl of Moira the A&ing Grand 
Matter, relating to the Grand Lodge in Scotland, 
whereupon it .was refolved. That as the Grand Lodge 
of Scotland has exprefled through the right hon. the 
Earl of Moira its earned wifli to be on terms of 
confidential communication with the Grand Lodge 
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of England, under the authority of the Prince, of 
Wales. This Grand Lodge therefore, ever defir ous 
to concur in a fraternal interoourfe with regular Ma- 
fons, doth meet that difpofition with the utmoft cor- 
diality of fentiment, and requefts the honour of the 
Afting Grand Mailer to make fuch declarations in 
their name to the Grand Lodge of Scotland. 

On the 27th of November 1805, a letter had been 
received by the Atting Grand Mafter from the Grand 
Lodge of Pruffia, Hating their defire to correfpond 
on terms of amity and brotherly communication 
with the Grand Lodge of England, whereupon it 
was refolved that the Afting Mailer be requelled 
to exprefs the wilhes of the Grand Lodge of Eng- 
land towards their brethren in Pruffia, and their 
defire to correfpond with them on terms of fraternal 
amity. 

OnTuefdaythe ill of September 1807, another 
inllance of the zeal of the Scottifli Mafons occurred, 
when the foundation-flone of the North Pier of 
Fraferbuxgh New Harbour was laid with great So- 
lemnity by Thomas Burnett, efq. Mailer of the 
Aberdeen Lodge, and Dr. Alexander Dauney, De- 
puty Mailer, in prefence of the Magillrates and 
Town Council of Fraferburgh ; the Mailers, Office- 
bearers, 'und Brethren of feveral Lodges, and at 
leall 1000 fpedators, among whom were the Earl 
of Kintore, Lord Inverury, Alexander Harvey efq. 
of Broadland, and many other perfons of dillindion. 

The Brethren and Magillrates aflembled in the 
parUh church at one o'clock, when a fermon was 
preached by the Rev. Mr. Simpfon for the occafion. 
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On leaving the church, the proceffion moved through 
the principal ftreets of Fraferburgh, which were 
lined by nearly 300 of the Fraferburgh volunteers, 
on permanent duty, under the command of Lieut. 
Colonel Frafer, in the following order : 

A Guard of Volunteers. 

Mufic. 

Keith Lodge, of Peterhead. 

Fraferburgh Lodge. 

Solomon's Lodge, Fraferburgh. 

Macduff Lodge. 

Operative Lodge, Banff. . 
s Mufie. 

Forbes Lodge, Rofehearty. 

K St. Andrew’s Lodge, Banff, 

Magiftrates, Town Council, and Subfcribers. 
Superintendent of the Building, carrying the Plan. 

Clergymen. 

Tyler of the Aberdeen Lodge. 

Infcriptipn Plate, carried by an Operative Brother. 

The Cornucopia, filled with corn. 

Two filver Cups, filled with wine- 
The Brethren of the Aberdeen Lodge. 

The Secretary and Treafurer. 

The Senior and Junior Wardens. 

The Hojy Bible, carried by a Brother. 

The Mafter and Deputy Mafter. 

Three Grand Stewards. 

A Guard of Volunteers. 

On arriving at the fpot (within the old harbour) 
where the ftone was to be laid, the Lodges hied off, 
facing inwards, through which, the Magiftrates, 
Town Council, and Subfcribers, moved to the weft 
fide of the ftone, with the Clergymen, the Mafter, 
Deputy Mafter, and Office-bearers of the Aberdeen 
J-odge, moving to the eaft. , 
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The ftone being flung, an appropriate addrefs 
waft delivered by the Right Rev. Bifliop Alexander 
Jolly ; after which he invoked the blefling of God 
Upon the undertaking in a Fuitable prayer* 

The Deputy Matter then proceeded (after a fuit- 
able addrefs to the Brethren and Aflembly) to place 
in the bafe-ftone the infeription plate, feveral coins 
of the prefent reign* an Aberdeen newfpaper of the 
preceding week, an almanack of the prefent year, 
and a writing on parchment, containing a lift of the 
fubferibers, and other particulars relative to the un- 
dertaking ; which writing was inclofed in a phial, 
and the whole depoflted in nitches made in the ftone 
for the purpofe. 

The following infeription and writing were pre- 
vioufly read by the Deputy Matter : 

“ The prefeat Harbour of Frafer burgh, which was built, about 20# 
years ago, by Sir Alexander Frafer, anceftor of the prefent Lord Saltoun, 
being originally fm&ll, and of bad accefs, and now much decayed, the 
foundation* ftone of the North Pier of the New Harbour of Fr&ferburgh, 
defigned by John Rennie, of London, efq. Civil Engineer, was bud lft of 
September, 1 807, of the sera of Mafonry 5807, and of the reign of Geo. 
III. the 47th year, by the Right Worfhipful Thomas Burnett efq. 
Mailer of the Aberdeen Lodge, and Alexander Dauney efq. Deputy 
Matter, the Right Hon, Alexander George, Lord Saltoun, being Supe* 
rier and Provoft of the Burgh ; William Kelman efq. Baillie j Alex- 
ander Dauney, L.L.D. his Lordfliip’s Coraraifiioner ; William Smith, 
Treafurer ; Sebaftian Davidfon, Dean of Guild ; WHliam Frafer efq. 
of Menzie, H. C. ; John Dalrymple, fen. William Waiter, John 
Wallace, WHliam Milne, John Milne, James Gray, Alexander Buchan, 
William Cooper, WHliam Greig, Charles Werayfs, and John Alexander, 
Merchant Counsellors ; John Dalrymple, jun. Robert Mathew, and John 
Barnett, Trades Connfellors ; Lewis Chalmers, Town Cleric ; Mr. W. 
Squirt, from Mid Lothian, Superintendant, Q. F. F. Q. S.” 

ft 2 
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The Matter now ordered the done to be lowered, 
robbing three regular (tops, when* with the affift- 
ante of two operative brethren, he condu&ed the 
(tone to its bed. The Matter, with the Deputy on 
his tight,' (landing towards the eaft, and die War- 
dens on die weft, the fquare, the plumb, the level, 
and the mallet, being fucceffiveljr delivered by the 
Deputy to the Matter,’ were by him applied to the 
(ides, top, and fquarc of the (tone, ih feveral por- 
tions : with the mallet he then gave three knocks, 
faying, “ May the Grand Architeft of the Universe 
grant a bleffing on this foundation-ftonewhlch we 
have now laid, and by his providence enable us to 
finifti this and every other work which may be un« 
dertaken for the good and advantage of this town and 
harbour.” On which the brethren gave three huzzas. 

The cornucopia and the two filver cups were then 
brought and delivered, the cornucopia to the De- 
puty, and the two veffeis to the Wardens, and were 
fucceffively prefented to the Matter, who, according 
to ancient cuftom, poured the corn, wine, and the 
oil, which they contained, on the jlone, faying. 
May the all-bounteous Author of Nature blcfs this 
town with abundance of corn, wine, and oil, and 
with all the neceflaries, conveniences, and comforts 
of life.” On this the brethren gave three huzzas. 

After the ceremony the Matter, Lodges, and Ma - 
giftrates returned in reverfed order to the Saltoun- 
inu* where nearly one hundred perfons (at down to 
a dinner given by the town in honour of the day \ 
and the remaining part of the evening was fpent 
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with that agreeable conviviality which fo much cha- 
n&cri&s the ancient order of Mafonry. 

On the evening of next day, a ball and (upper were 
given to the ladies of Fraferbutgh and neighbour" 
hoed, ado in honour of the pccafion, »t ( which if 
may be well faid no fmaU (bare of the beauty of 
die North wae prelent, Minety-two fat down to 
Tapper. Dancing began again after (upper, and 
continued with much fpirit till five o’clock in the 
morning. 

On the 1 2th of February 1806, the Earl of Moira 
in the chair, informed the Grand Lpdge^ that, du- 
ring his refidencc in Edinburgh he bad vifited the 
■Grand Lodge of Scotland, and taken th« oppwtur 
■icy of explaining to it the extent and importance 
ef this Grand Lodge, and a)fo die origin and fitua^ 
. tioa of thofe Mafons in England who meet under 
the authority of the Duke pf Athol , that the bre- 
thren of the Grand lodge of Scotland had expreded 
themfidxes till then greatly mifinformed pf tfio^ 
dreumfianees* having been always i?d to think, that 
this Society was of a very recent date, and of np 
magnitude, but being .more thoroughly copyinced 
of their enoor, they went defirpus that the ftri&djb 
anion and *»oft intimate communication (hould fufi- 
fift between this Grand Lodge and the Grand hedge 
of .Scotland } and as the fir d , (lep towards G? im- 
portant an object, and in teftimony pf tfie withes 
of the Scots Mafons, his Royal Higbnefs jhe Prince 
Of Wales had been uoaninaoudy eje&ed Grand 
Matter of Scotland. The Grand Matter in the 
s 3 
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chair further informed the Grand Lodge, that the 
Grand Lodge ; of Scotland had expreffed its con-r 
cent that any difference {hould fubfift amongft the 
Mafons of England, and that the lodges meeting 
under the fan&ion of the Duke of Athol {hould 
haye withdrawn themfelves from the protc&ion of 
the ancient Grand Lodge of England, but hoped 
that meafures- might be adopted to produce a re-* 
conciliation, and that the lodges now holding ir-* 
regular meetings would return to their duty, and 
again be received into the bofom of the Fraternity. 
That in reply his lordfhip had dated his firm be~ 
lief that this Grand Lodge would readily concur 
in any meafures that might be propofed for efta- 
bliihing union and harmony amptigft the general 
body of Mafons ; but that after the rejection of the 
propDfitions made by this Grand Lodge three years 
ago, it could not now, confident with its honour, 
or the dignity of its illuftrious Grand Mader, make 
any further advances ; but that as it dill retained its 
difpofition to promote the general intered of the 
'Craft, it would always be open to accept df the 
mediation of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, if it 
{hould think proper to interfere on die fubjefh 
Whereupon it was refolved, that a letter be written 
to the Grand Lodge of Scotland, expreffive of the 
defire of this Grand Lodge, that the ftri&eft union 
may fubfift between the Grand Lodge of England 
and the Grand Lodge of Scotland ; and for that 
purpofe, that the a£tual Maders and Wardens of the 
lodges under the authority of the Grand Lodge of 
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Scotland who may be in. London, on producing 
proper teftimonials, (hall have a feat in this Grand 
Lodge) and be permitted to vote on all occafions. 

The (hanks of the Grand Lodge were unanimoufly 
voted to the earl of Moira, for the happy fettlement 
of this important bufinefs. 

On the 6th of April 1808, a communication 
was made from the Grand Lodge of Scotland re- 
lative to JDr. Mitchell, when the thanks of the 
Grand Lodge were voted for the communication. 
At this meeting it was refolved. That it is abfolutely 
neceflary for the welfare of Mafonry, and for the 
preservation of the ancient Landmarks, that there 
be a Superintending power competent to control the 
proceedings of every acknowledged lodge, and that 
the Grand Lodge, representing by regular delegation 
the will of the whole Craft* is the proper and un- 
queftionable depositary of fuch power. 

That it is contrary to the principles of Mafonry 
for any lodge to publifh its fentiments upon political 
fubje&s, inafmuch as the agitation of any political 
queftion, or the difculhon of any public affair, is 
ftriftly forbidden among Mafons ; the Grand Lodge 
-itfelf, though acting for the whole Craft, not being 
juftifiable in departing from this yule, unlefs in fome 
cafes of obvious and extreme neceffity. 

That the Grand Lodge concurs entirely in the 
juftiqe of the opinions which the Grand Lodge of 
Scotland thought itfelf bound to enforce, and trulls 
that no lodge, under the Conftitution of England, 
will, in any Ihape, countenance refiftanee. to an 
s 4 
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authority exerted upon principles univerfally recog- 
nised by all true and faithful Brethren. 

On the 23d Nov. *£o€, the A&mg Grand Mailer 
informed the Brethren, that he had received a com- 
municafaba from the Grand Lodge of Ireland, ap- 
plauding the principles profefied by this Grand 
Xtodge in its declaration to the Grand Lodge of 
'Scotland, and defiring to co-operate with this Grand 
Lodge in every particular which may fupport the 
authority neceffary to be maintained by the repre- 
sentative body of foe whole Craft over aay individual 
dodge* That the Grand Lodge of Ireland pledges 
dtfolf not to countenance, or receive as a brother, 
any perfon ftanding under the interdict of die 
Grand Lodge of England for mafonic trauf- 
grelfion. Upon which it was refolded, that die 
A&itig Grand Matter be coquetted to expvefs to 
the Grand Ledge jo£ Ireland the due Esufe which 
this Grand Lodge entertains of fo cordial a com- 
munication. 

On the 31ft of December 1809, the foundation- 
done of Covcnt^Garden Theatre was laid by his 
Royal Highnefe the Prince of Wales, as Grand Maf- 
tev-fnafon of England and Scotland. The founda- 
tion-done was Ciliated at the norfo-eaft angle of 
the ground, fo weight nearly three tons, and con- 
fining forty cubic feet. Previous to the ceremony, 
it htrog, fofpended by cordage, over a bafoment 
ft owe. Near to it was placed a marquee for the 
Prince. Two<extenfive covered galleries wereere&ed; 
tme to receive the body of Preeraafens, who affifted 
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at the ceremony ; the other was appropriated to 
thp fpeflators. (Surrounding fcaffblds were covered 
with many hundreds of workmen, who were cn* 
gaged in the building. A detachment of the fir,^: 
regiment of guards was potted, as a guard of bonoi^r, 
at the Prince*? entrance, with a band of mufician? $ 
and four other military hands were ftationed on 
elevated platforms, near the company^ to jeuhven thf 
fcenc. 

At twelve o’clock the Grand Lodge was opened 
at Freetnafon?-hall in Great Queen-ftreet ; Charles 
tyfartti efq. in the chair, attended by the Ijdafter* 
and Wardens of the regular Lodges; and at half 
pall twelve they walked in proceffion to Bow-ftreet, 
the junior lodges firft. The reprefentative of the 
Grand Matter walked laft, being preceded by the 
chevalier Raifpini, bearing the grand fword, and by 
the Matter of the Lodge of Antiquity, No. i, bear- 
tag the Book of Conftitutions. 

On their arrival at the Theatre, they were wel- 
comed to the places affigned them by the band 
playing <the old tune of a Free and Accepted Mafon. 
The Grand Officers proceeded to the marquee, and 
were a^unged in order. The Matter, Wardens, 
and nine members of the Stewards’ Lodge, and 
nearly four hundred Matters and W ar d cn * of Lodges 
attended, hahijted in the infignia of the Order. The 
feveral bands played, alternately, airs till one 
o’clock, ,the hour fixed for the appearance of the 
Brinpe, when h^s Royal Highnefs, in his coach, 
aCGOTOfPWd :hy ;thc Pu.ke of Suffex, attended by 
3 5 
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general Hu*fe arid colonels McMahon and Bloom- 
field, arrived under an efcort of horfe guards. His 
Royal Highnefs was received, on his entrance at 
the Bow-ftreet door, by the Earl of Moira, a&ing 
Grand Mafter, the detachments of guards faluting, 
with grounded colours, and beating the grenadiers 
march. Mr. Harris and Mr. Kenible, after paying 
their refpefts to his Royal Highnefs, ulhered him 
to the marquee, where his arrival was announced 
by loud plaudits, the royal ftandard hoifted, and 
the difeharge of a royal falute of artillery. His 
Royal Highnefs, who was drefled in blue, with a 
fcarlet collar, wearing the infignia of his office' as 
Grand Maftefr, a pair of gold compafles fet with 
brilliants and other jewellery, and a white apron 
bordered with purple, and fringed with gold, ap- 
peared in high health and fpirits. Proceeding, 
uncovered, with his fuite, through a railed plat- 
form fpread with fuperfine broad' green cloth 
bound with fcarlet and yelldw, forty difmounted 
Hfe-guardfmen, who were Mafons, without arms, 
lining the (ides of ' the railing, the company all 
rofe as his Royal Highnefs paffed the platform 
to the marquee, and gave him three cheers, when 
the united bands immediately ft ruck up, w God 
fave the Ring.” His Royal Highnefs, as he patted, 
fmilingly bowed to the ladies with the moft faf- 
cinating affability! " 1 

: The Grand Officers had previoutty placed the* 
mafonic inftruments on a table in the marquee* A 
plint)f the building, with its fe&ions and elevations* 
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was ijow prefented to his Royal Highncfs by Ro- 
bert Smirk, fen. efq. the architect * and a gilt filver 
trowel by Mr. Copeland, the builder of the edifice. 
Having paifed a fhort time with the proprietors in 
con'verfation, and with the Grand Mafonic Officers 
in the marquee, his Royal Highnefs proceeded to 
the ceremonial. On a fignal given, the corner-ftone 
was raifed about four feet 5 the hod-men, in white 
aprons, inftantly conveyed the neceflary quantity of 
fine cementing mortar, which was neatly fpread on 
the bafe-ftone by the workmen of the building, 
(imilarly dreffed. His Royal Highnefs now ad- 
vanced, uncovered, to the north-eafl corner of 
the ftone ; when John Bayford efq. as Grand Trea- 
furer, depofited, in a fpace cut for it in the bafe- 
ment-ftone, a brafs box, containing the Britifh gold, 
filver, and copper coins of the prefent reign. On 
a part of the ftone was , f( Long live George Prince 
of Wales,” and u To the King,” with a medallion 
of the Prince. There were alfo depofited two large 
medals, one of bronze, bearing a head of his Royal 
Highnefs on one fide, and on the other, the fol- 
lowing infcription : 

GEORGIUS 

PRINCEPS WALUARtJM. 

THEATRI 

REGIIS 1NSTAURANDI AU$PICIIS 
IN HORTIS BENEDICTINOS 

LONDINI. 

FUND AMENTA. 

Soa mana Locatit 
MDCCCVIIi. 

■ ■ S 6 ; 
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The other medal, engraved in 'copper, bore, on 
one -fide, this infeription : 

Under Ac Auspices of 
His Moll Sacred M^jefty Georoe III. 

King of the United Kingdoms Of Great 
Britain and Ireland, 

The Foundation Stone of the Theatne of 
Cerent Garden, 

Was laid by his Royal Highnefs 
GEORGE PRINCE GF WALES. 

MDCCCV1IL 

On the reverfe is engraven : 

Robert Smtrke, Archite&. 


' His Royal Highnefs now, as Grand Matter, 
finished the adjuftment of the mortar with his 
trowel, when the upper iUxne was lowered in the 
fling to its dettmed pofition, all (the hands play- 
ing " Rule Britannia," a difeharge Of artillery 
being fired, and the people witfh the raoft ani- 
mating cheers applauding the ipe&adc. The 
junior and fenior Grand Wardens, and »the aiding 
Grand Matter, the Earl of Moira, now feverally 
prefented his Royal Highnefs with the Plumb , the 
Level , and the Square ; and the Prince haring 
applied them to the ftone, pronounced the work 
correft, and gave the ftone thrde ftrdkes with his 
mallet. , 

Three elegant filyer cups were then prefented, 
fucceffively, to his Royal Highnefs, containing corn, 
wine, and oil, which he fcattered and poured over 
the ftone, all the bands playing God fare the 


Digitized by i^ooole 



OF MASONRY. 


&91 


King/’ His Royal Higbnefs then reftored the plan 
of the building into the hands of the ar£bit£&, 
approving that fpecimen of his genius, and defiring 
him to complete the ftruftanre conformable thereto. 
Then gracioufly turning to Mr. Harris and Mr. 
Kemble, he wifhed profpcrity to the building and 
the objc&s cocmeded with it, and fuccefs and hap*- 
pinefs to its proprietors and managers. 

The ceremony being finished, the band played 
11 Rule Britannia and the Prince, the Duke of 
SuiTex, and the Earl of Moira, were efcorted back to 
die Prince’s carriage by the managers and the Grand 
Officers under a fecond royal falute of twenty*one 
guns. 

Thus pafled a ceremonial, which, by the excel* 
lent pre-arrangement of its managers, and the 
graceful yet dignified manner in which the illustrious 
•chief a&or performed bis p^rt, exhibited an interelb- 
ing fpc6tacle that excited general admiration and 
applaufe. Ail who had the honour to approach the 
Prince fpeak in raptures of his polite and captivating 
manners on the oocafion. Although the neighbouring 
houies were covered to the roof-tops, and many 
thoufcnds of people were aflembled in the ftreet, k 
is with great Satisfaction we State, that not <a fingle 
accident happened to interrupt the fplendid .terminal 
tion of the jceremony. 

The Mafters^nd Wardens of the mafonicfodgm 
then returned in proceffion to their hail in Great 
X^ucen-ftreet, when the Grand Lodge was clofed, 
after making a formal minute of the proceedings, 
and receiving, through the medium of the Grand 
io 
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Treafurer, the thanks of the Prince for the favour 
of their attendance. 

The Brethren, after the lodge was clofed, fat 
down to a fplendid dinner at Freemafons* Tavern, 
wheh mirth and conviviality clofed the meeting. 

The proprietors of Covent Garden Theatre re- 
ceived a letter from colonel M‘Mahon, dated from 
Carleton-houfe, in which he ftated that he had it in 
cdfnmand from his Royal Highnefs the Prince of 
Wales to exprefs his high approbation of the Very 
great order and regularity with which the. whole 
arrangement of the ceremonial had been formed and 
conduced. 

On the i^th April 1809, it wasrefolved, That 
this Grand Lodge do agree in opinion with the 
committee of charity ; that it is not neceffary 
•any longer to continue in force "thofe meafures 
which were reforted to in or about the year 1739* 
refpe&ing irregular Mafons, and do therefore en- 
join the feveral lodges to revert to the ancient land- 
marks of the Society. 

It appearing from the Grand Treafureris account, 
that the liquidation fund for difeharging the debts 
of the fociety had effe&ually anfwered the purpofe 
for which it was eftabHfhed, and that all the prin- 
cipal demands have been difeharged \ on the 7th of 
February 1810, the Grand Lodge being defirousof 
relieving the Fraternity from the payment Of a con- 
tribution, which the preffmg emergency at the time 
rendered neceffary, ordered, That the payment 
of two (hillings per annum, fromevery member, to 
the liquidation fund for the difeharge of the debts 
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of the Society, impofed by the Grand Lodge on 
the 7th of February 1798, (hall, from and after the 
sift day of December next ceafe and determine, 
it Was further refolvcd, that the thanks of the Grand 
Lodge be given to the Fraternity at large for their 
ready compliance in the meafure of the liquidation 
fund, which has been the means of relieving the 
fociety from its difficulties. 

The Grand Lodge, however, recpmmende^the 
London lodges to continue the fubfcription 1 till 
the’ debts of the Lodge of- Promulgation wete 
difchargffa*'* >» 

By the Grand Treafurer’s account of Wednefday, 
Noyember 27, 181 i^it appeared that 167I. 9s. #A 
was paid into the charity-fund from the fivCrM 
lodges; 22oh *ios. odG towards -the ha&ftind; 
and 34I. 17s. 6d. towards the^quid$tiOp-£und. 
By the general account it appears, that there re- 
mained a balance due to the Grand Treafurer of 
194I. 12s. 7d. on the charity-fund* account-; % on 
the ^ll-fund there remained a balance due from 
the fc/and Treafurer of 423*1. 26. -yd.; * and on the 
liquidation-fund for difcharging the debts of the So- 
ciety there remained a balance of 366I. 4s. iod. 
in his hands. 

Having thus brought to a conclufion the proceed- 
ings of the Society till the end of the year 1811, I 
(hall only add, that the Society being now difen- 
cumbered of debts, and free from embarraflments, 
there is every probability that the finances of the 
Society will confiderably increafe. 
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Ob the death of fir P«ter Parker* die Deputy 
Grand Matter* his Royal Righoefs the Duke of 
Suffer, the prefent Matter of the Lodge of Anti- 
quity, was appointed by the Grand Matter to fuc- 
fieed him, and from bis known real and ability there 
is every reafon to anticipate the moft happy <on- 
fequences. 


\A/n**r**. of 
i^tct Q,y^@4ic. /&J3~ 



uo k*» J&*. 13^ 
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O D E L 

£By Mr. Cumvingmabu] 

H ail tb the Craft ! at whofe ferene command 
The gentle Arts hi glad obedtencfe {land ; 
Hail, facred Masonry 1 of fource divine. 
Unerring fov’reign of th’ unerring line ; 

Whofe plumb of truth, with never-failing fway. 
Makes the join'd parts of fymmetry obey i 
Whofe magic ftneke bids feH coWfafton ceefe, 

And to the ftnifliM Orders gives a phcc s 
Who calls vaft ftrudtures from the womb of earth. 
And gives imperial cities glorious birth. 

To works of Ai| a ea merit not oonfiv'd. 

She regulates the morals, h|uareg the mind ; 
Correas with care the {allies of the fault 
And ooints the tide of paiTHms where to roll ; 

On Virtue’s tablet mark* her moral rule* 

And form8 her Lodge an univerfal fchool s 
Where Nature’s my Sic laws unfolded (land. 

And Senfe and Science join’d, go hand in hand. 

O may he It facial rules inftru&ive fpread, 

Till Trtrai ere& H«it long tiegle&ed head ! 

Till through deceitful night she dart her ray, 

And beam full glorious in the blaze of day ! - 
Till men by virtuous maxims learn to move, 

Till all the peopled world her laws approve. 

And Adam’s race are bound tn brother’s love ! 
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O D E II. 

[Written by a Member of the Alfred Lodge at Ox- 
ford, fet to mufic by Dr. Fisher, and performed at 
the Dedication of Freemasons’ Hall.] 

Strophe. 

AIR* 

What folemn founds on holy Sinai rung, 

When heav’nly lyres, by angel fingers lining, 

Accorded to th’ immoxuUay*, 

That hymn’d Creation’s natal day ! 

recitative, accompanied. 

’Twas then the Ihouting fons of mom 
Blefs’d the great orataificWord { 

Abafh’d hoarfe jarring atoms heard. 

Forgot their pealing ftrife, 

And foftly crowded into life, 

When Order, Law, and Harmony were born. 

CHORUS. 

The mighty Mailer’s pencil warm. 

Traced out the lhadowy form. 

And bid each fair proportion grace - 
Sliding Nature’s modell face. 

AIR. 

Heav’n’s rareft gifts were feen to join 
To deck a finilh’d form divine, 

A nd fill the fov’reign Artift’s plan ; 

Th* Almighty’s image damp'd the glowing frame. 

And feal’d him with the nobled name, 

Archetype of beauty, Man. 

antistrophe. 

SEMICHORUS AND CHORUS. 

Ye fpirits pure, that rous'd the tuneful throng. 

And loos’d to rapture each triumphant tongue. 

Again with quick indin&ive fire. 

Each harmonious lip infpire : * 

Again bid every vocal throat 
^ Dilfolve in tender votive drain. / 
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AIR. 

Now while yonder white-rob’d train 
Before the myftic fhrine, 

In lowly adoration join, 

Now fweep the living lyre, and fwell the melting note. 

RECITATIVE. 

Yet ere the holy rites begin, 

Theconfcious fhrine within 

Bid your magic fong impart. 

AIR. 

How within the wafted heart, 

Shook by paftion’s ruthlefs pow'r, 

Virtue trimm’d her faded flow’r. 

To op'ning bud« of faireft fruit : 

How from majeftic Nature’s glowing face. 

She caught each animating grace, 

And planted there th’ immortal root. 

epoDe. 

< recitative, accompanied. 

Daughter of gods, fair Virtue, if to thee 
And thy bright Sifter, Univerfal Love, 

Soul of all good, e'er flow’d the foothing harmony 

Of pious gratnlation from above, 

To us, thy duteous votaries, impart 
Prefence divine.——. 

• AIR. 

>■ ■■ T he font of antique Art, 

In high myfterious jubilee, 

With Paean loud, and folemn rite. 

Thy holy ftep invite. 

And court thy liftening ear, 

To drink the cadence clear. 

That fwells the choral fympbony. 

chorus. 1 

To thee, by foot profane untrod, 

Their votive hands have rear'd the high abode. 

RECITATIVE. 

Here (hall your impulfe kind, 

Infpire the tranced.mind 5 , 
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[All. 

And lips of Tmtb {ball tell 
What heav’nly deeds befit, 

The foul by Wifdom’s lefion fmit ; 
What praife he claims, who nobly ipurns 
Gay vanities of life, and tinfel joys. 

For which unput^ed fancy burns. 

CHORUS* 

What pain he fhuns, who dares he wife ; 
What glory wins, who dares excel ! 


ODE IIL 

[Performed at the Grahd Chaftii of Harodibc. 
Written fry Brother Noorthouck. Set to Mafic by 
Brother Web be. J 

OVIS1MS. 

Order is Heaven's firft taw* thro' boundlefs fpacc 
Unnumber'd orbs Mill Hound their defin'd race ; 

On earth, as drift arrangements dill appear. 

Suiting the varying feafatf fif the year $ 

Beneficence divine fftfcnt* Hi view 
Its plenteous gifts to nwn, in tmjer trttf i 
But chief a mind, thefc bleffings to impt&flr. 

By arts, by fcience, by fratern ariose. . 

DIV,l$*ON. 

When men exalt their views fcoI$e»YV§ high will. 

With fteady aim their duty to fulfil, 

The mind expands, its ftrength appears. 

Growing with their growing years. 

Mounting the apex of psafonie ikiU. 

Be this the earned purpose of 9m Jivea, 

Succefs mud crown the emu who nobly fUmsj 

co^ejAvayoN. 

Loud let us raife ourfweUiftg drains 
And Hsrodim proclaim. 

Of excellence the name $ 

Good* will to all, love to each other. 

The due of every fidlful brother, 

Who worthily our ancient lore maintains. 
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Indulgence in pleasure. 

By prudence we meafure ; 

And, cheerfully parting, exchange an adieu ; 

Till we meet witn frefh vigour, our talks to renew. 

ODE IV. 

[Performed ft Cpach-makers’-Hall. Written by 
Mr. Brown. Set to Mufic by Mr. &emy.] 

RECITATIVE. 

When firft the golden morn aloft, 

With maiden breeze* whifp’ring foft ; 

Sprung from the eaft with rofy wing. 

To kiis the heav’nly firft-born fpring ; 

Jehovah then, from baHow’d earth. 

Gave Mafonry immortal birth ; 

'Twas then the new creation rung. 

And thus the Heft of Heaven fung : 

AIR* 

Hail, hail, O hail, thou foarce of love, • 

Great Artift of this goodly frame ! . 

The earth and fea, the. iky above. 

Thou form’ft to thy immortal fame ! 

SEMI-CHORUS* 

To thee, our Sire, 

The cherub choir 
The air move with feraphic found, 

Ye breezes fweet, 

The cadence meet, 

And waft it o’er the hallow’d ground. 

AIR. 

Ten thousand orbial beauties bright. 

Which long confus’d in chaos lay, 

Thou brought’ft them forth to give deEght, 

And make the face of Heav’n gay. 

SEMI-C4iORUf« 

To thee our Sire, &c. 
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RECITATIVE. 

'Twas thus the Heav'ns in concert rung# 
While Nature kind from chaos fprung. 
Brought forth her tender infant green, 

And flow'ry fweets, to deck the fcene : ^ 
To fini(h then the Artift's plan, 

Of pureft mould he form'd the Man ; 

Then gave him an immortal foul, 

And bid him live, and rule the whole ; . 
While angels, from their geld&i fhrine* : 
Sung with angelic drains divine : 

AIR. 

Happy, happy mortals rife, 

Tafte with us immortal joys, 

Blooming on yon facred tree# 

Planted by the Deity, 

The hallow'd fruit is Masonry. 

Far beyond the : pregnant fky , 

There the hopes of Mafons lie, 

Mafons happy choice above, 

Mafons every blefling prove, 

Friendfhip, harmony, and love. 

recitative. 

Since perfe& love and pow'r divine 
Firft gave our Tcience birth, 

So friendfhip (hall our hearts entwine, 

And harmonize the earth ; 

Behold the virgin hither flies, 

To crown us with her blifsful joys. 

AIR. 

Blooming as fair Eden?* bow'r, 

Friendfhip, goddefs heav'nly bright, 
Dropping in a balmy fhower, 

Breathing concord and delight ; 

Each Mafon feels the facred Are 
Glow with ardour in his heart 5 
The flame infpires him with defire 
To relieve each other’s fmart. 
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FULL CHORUS. 

From Heav’n fince fuch bleffings flow, 

Let ev’ry Mafon while below J 

Our noble fcience here improve ; 

9 Twill raife his foul to realms above, 

And make his lodge — a lodge of love. 


O D E V. 

[By Mr. Thomas Dermody.] 

Thou faireft Type of Excellence divine, 

Whofe foetal links the race of' man combine. 
Whole awful mandates coward vice control, 

And breathe through nature one enlighten’d foul ; 
From thy mild fway be nignant virtues rife. 

Pour on the heart, and emulate the Ikies ; 

From thy fage voice fublime InjlruEtion fprings, 
While Knowledge waves her many-colour’ d wings. 
And ftar-ey’d Truths and Confcience, holy zeft. 
Enthrone True Feeling in the glowing breafh 
Then deign the labour of thy fons to guide. 

O’er each full line in nervous fenfe prefide, 

Adorn each verfe, each manly thought inflame, 
And what we gain from Genius give to Fame l 


O D E VI. 

[By Mr. William Walker.} 

Strike to melodious notes the golden lyre ! 

Spread wide to all around the ardent flame, 

Till each rapt bofom catch the facred fire, 

And join the glorious theme ! 

’Tis Mafonry, 

The art fublimely free, 

Where Majefly has bow’d, and own’d a Brother’s name ! 

Through ample domes wide let the chorus roll, 

Refponfive to the ardour of the foul, 
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Hail! infpiring Mafoory ! 

1 To thy ihrine do myriads blend \ 

Yet more glorious (halt thou be. 

Till o'er the world thy pow'r extend* 

Still to the fons of Earth thy light difpenfe. 

And all (hall own thy focrea influence* 

Though Genius fires, yet faint his rays appear. 

Till thy myfterious lore the (bul refine 5 
*Tis thou to nobleft heights his thoughts muft rear. 

And make them doubly (hi ne. 

O Mafonry ! 

Thou Art fublimely free t 

’Tis thou exalh’ ft. the man, and mak’ft him half divine. 

Ye Maftms, favour’d men, your voices raife! 

You fpeak your glory wh its you fing itsprsife. 

: Hail ! umpiring Mafonry, dec. 

Bleft be the man, and bleft he is, who bears 
With virtuous pride a Mafon*s {acred name ; 

And may each Brother, who the blefling (hares, 

Enrich the lift of Fame. 

Bleft Mafonij ! 

Thou Art fubKrnely free ! 

Heav'n bids thy happy fons, and they thy worth proclaim 
With loud aflent ! their cheerful voices raife, , 

Their great, immortal Mafonry to praife. 

Hail ! infpiring Mafonry, &c. 

The tow’r (ky* pointings and the dome fublime. 

Rais’d by the myftic rules and forming power. 

Shall long withftand the iron tooth of Time, 

Yet Hill their fall is fure : 

But Mafonry^ 

The Art fublimely free. 

Founded by God himfelf, thro’ time (hall firm endure. 
Still (hall its fons their grateful voices raife, 

And joyful found their Great Grand Mailer's praife. 

. At thy (hrine, O Mafonry ! 

Shall admiring nations bend 5 
In future times thy fons (hall fee 
Thy fame from pole to pole extend. 

To worlds unknown thy heav’n-bom Light difpenfe, 

And fyftems own thy facred influence. 
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ODE VII. 

Wake the lute and quiv’ring firings, 
Myftic truths Urania brings ; ' 
Friendly vifitant, to thee 
We owe the depths of Masonry ; 
Faireft of the virgin choir. 

Warbling to the golden lyre. 
Welcome ; Here tny Art prevail ! 
Hail ! divine Urania, hail ! 

Here in Friendfhip’s facred bower, 
The downy-winged and finding hour. 
Mirth invites, and focial Song, , 
Namelefs myfteries among : 

Crown the bowl, and till the glafs, 
To every virtue, every grace. 

To the Brotherhood refound 
Health, and let it thrice go round. 

We reft ore the times of old, 

The blooming glorious age of gold 5 
As the new creation free, 

Bleft with gay Euphrofyne 5 
We with godlike fcience talk, 

And with fair Aftrea walk $ 
Innocence adorns the day. 

Brighter than the fmiles of May. 

Pour the rofy wine again, 

Wake a louder, louder ft rain ; 

Rapid zephyrs, as ye fly, 

Waft our voices to the fky ; 

While we celebrate the Nine, 

And the wonders of the Trine, 
While the Angels fing above. 

As we below, of Peace and Lori. 


t 
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ODE VIII. 

[By Brother Dvnckeelby/) ^ 

Almighty Sire! our heavenly king, ' 
Before whofe facred Name we bena, 

Accept the praifes which we fing, 

And to our humble prayer attend ! 

All hail, great architect divine 1 
This univerfal frame is thine. 

Thou who did’ft Perfia’s king command, 

A proclamation tp extend, 

That Ifrael’s Tons might quit hit land. 

Their holy temple to attend. 

That facred place where three in one, 
Compris’d thy comprehenfive name ; 

And where the bright meridian fun 
Was foon thy glory to ppbckim* 

Thy watchful eye , a length of time, 

. The wond’rous circle did attend : * 

The glory and the power be thine, 

Which (hall from age to age defcend. 

On thy omnipotence we reft. 

Secure of thy prote&ion here 5 

And hope hereafter to fee bkft. 

When we have left this world of care. 

Grant us, great God, thy powerful aid, 

To guide us through this yak of tears ; 

For where thy goodnefs is difplay’d. 

Peace foothes the mind, and pleafure cheew. 

Inspire us with thy grace divine, 

Thy facred law our guide (hall be ; 

To every good our hearts incline, 

From every evil keep us free. 

All hail ! &c. 





ODES. 


O D E IX. 

[By the Same.] 

Hail universal Lord ! 

By heaven and earth ador'd s 
All hail ! great God ! 

Before thy Name we bend, 

To us thy grace extend, 

And to our prayer attend. 

All hail ! Great God ! 


O D E X. 

[Set to &fufic by Dr. A*no&d.] 

Assist me, ye fair tuneful Nine, 

Euphrofyne, grant me thy aid, 

While the honours I Bag of the Trine, 

Prefide o’er my numbers, blithe maid ! 

Ceafe Clamour and Fa&ion, oh ceafe, •> ^ 

Fly hence all ye cynical tram ; 

Difturb not, difturb not the lodge’s fweet peaee, 
Where Silence and Secrecy reign. 

Religion untainted here dwells. 

Here the morals of Athena are taught ; 

Great Hiram's tradition here fells 

How the world out of chaos was brought. 

With fervency, freedom, and zeal, 

Our mailer’s commands we obey ; 

No lowen, no lowen our fecrets can Heal, 

No babbler our my fifties betray. 

Here Wifdom her fUndard difplaya. 

Here nobly the Sciences Ihioe; 

Here the temple's vaft column we raiie. 

And finifiv a work that’s divine. 

Illum’d from the Eaft with pure light. 

Here Arts do their bleffings beftow ; 

And all perfect, all perfe&, unfold to the fight. 
What none but a Mafon can know. 

t a 
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If on earth any praife can be found, 

Any virtue unnam’d in my fong ; 

Any grace in the univerfe round, 

May thefe to a Mafon belong ! 

May each brother his paflion lubdue. 

Proclaim charity, concord, and love 
And be hail’d, and be hail’d by the thrice happy few 
Who prefide in the Grand Lodge above. 


ODE XI. 

Urania, hail ! to thee. we fing, 

And all with pleafure own the lay ; 
Which from thy facred fountain fpring. 
To clad the free-born fons of day 5 
O Hill attend ovx meetings here, 

With peace ferene, and joy fincere. 

True joys unruffled, calni repofe, 

In friendfliip’s facred band behold. 
The happy recompence of thofe 
Who laws and liberty uphold ; 

Who fcorn all bafe, unmanly views, 
From vicp refrain, and virtue choofe. 

May each Free -mafon good and true, 
In Britain’s ifle be ever found ; 

And in remote!! regions too. 

May love and harmony abound ! 

And all confefs true Wiidom’s power ; 
Till Time and Mafons are no more. 


ODE XII. 

Arise, gentle Mufe, and thy wifdom impart 
To each bofom that glows with the love of our Art 
For the blifs that from thy infpiration accrues, 

Is what all fhould admire, and each Mafon purfues. 

CHORUS. 

Hence Harmony fp rings, ’tis the cement of love, 
Fair freedom on earth, and bright union above* 
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Tho’ malice our joy (hould attempt to control, 

Tho’ difcord around like an ocean (hould roll ; 

To the one we’ll be deaf, to the other be blind, 

For wifdom alone is the ilrength of the mind. 

The bright charms of beauty for ever will (hine, 

Our Art to adorn with a ludre divine. 

Till Time, circling round, (hall unfold the great truth, 
Which thus has united the fage and the youth. 


ANTHEM I. 

Grant us, kind Heaven ! what we requed, 
In Mafonry let us be bled ; 

DireA us to that happy place 
Where Friendfhip (miles in every face ; 
Where Freedom and fwetft Innocence 
Enlarge the mind and cheer the fenfe. 

Where fcepter’d Reafon, from her throne, 
Surveys the Lodge, and makes us one 5 
And Harmony’s delightful fway 
For ever (heds ambrolial day : 

Where we bleft Eden’s pleafures tade, 
While balmy joys are our repad. 

No prying eye can view us here ; 

No fool or knave didurb our cheer : 

Our well-form’d laws fet mankind free, 

And give relief to mifeiy 5 

The poor, opprefs’d with woe and grief. 
Gain from our bounteous hands relief. 

Our Lodge, the facial Virtues grace, 

And Wifdom’ 8 rules we fondly trace ; 

Whole Nature open to oiir view, 

Points out the paths we (hould purfue. 

Let us fubfift in lading peace. 

And may our happinels increafe ! 

T 3 
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ANTHEM II. 

By Mafons* Art th’ afpiring dome 
On (lately columns (hall arife, 

All climates are their native home, 

Their godlike a&ions reach the ikies. 
Heroes and kings revere their name. 

While poets ling their lading fame. 

Great, noble, gen’rous, good, and brave ; 

All virtues they mull juftly claim ; 
Their deeds (haH live beyond the grave. 
And thofe unborn their praife proclaim. 
Time (hall their glorious a&s enrol. 

While- love and rriendlhip charm the foul. 


ANTHEM III. 

“ Let there be light !” — the Almighty fpoke, 
Refulgent dreams from chaos broke. 

To illume the riling earth ! 

Well pleas’d the Great Jehovah dood — 

The Power Supreme pronounc’d it good. 

And gave the planets birth ! 

In choral numbers Mafons join, 

To blefs and praife this light divine. 

Parftit of light ! accept our praife ! 

Who (hedd’d on us — thy brighted rays. 

The light that fills his mind — 

By choice felefted, lo ! we dand, 

By friendlhip join’d, a facial band ! 

That love — that aid mankind 1 
In choral numbers, &c. 

The widow’s tear — the orphan’s cry — 

AH wants — our ready hands fupply , 

As far as power is given ! 

The naked clothe — the pris’ner free — 

Thefe are thy works*, fweet Charity ! 

Reveal’d to us from Heaven f 
In choral numbers, & c. 


Digitized by Google 


4 ** 


SONGS, 

ANTHEM IV. 

To Heaven’s high Architect lU prmifc. 
Ail praife, all gratitude be given ; 

Who deign’d the human font to raife 9 
By myftic fedrtfc* fprung from Heaven. 

CMoatrs. 

Sound aloud the Great Jehovah’S prtoft | 
To him the dome 9 the temple raife. 


SONG I: 

\Tvnc, Attic Fire.] 

Axisb, and blow thy trumpet, Fame 1 
Free-mafonry aloud proclaim. 

To realms and worlds unknown 5 
Tell them ’twas this great David’s fon, 

The wife, the matchlefs Solomon, 

Pris’d far above his throne. 

The folemn temple’s cloud -c apt towers, 

Th* afpiring domes are works of ours, 

_ By us thofe piles were rais’d ; 

Then bid mankind with fongs advance. 

And through th* ethereal vaft expanfe. 

Let Mafonry be prais’d 1 

We help the poor in time of need, 

The naked clothe, the hungry feed, 

'Tis our foundation-ftone f 
We build upon the nobleft plan, ^ 

For friendfhip rivets man to man, > Chorus throe ftm*. 

And makes us all as one. J 

Still louder. Fame ! thy trumpet blow 5 
Let all the diftant regions know 
Free-mafonry is this ; 

Almighty Wifdom gave it birth, 

' And Heav’n has fix’d it here on earth, 

A type of future blifs ! 

t 4 
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V 

JS O N G S. 

-SONG II. 

[Tune, He comes, &c.] 

Unite, unite, your voices raife ; 

Loud, loudly ling Freemafons* praifo; 
Spread far and wide their fpotlels fame. 
And glory in the facred name. 

Behold, behold, the upright band, 

In Virtue’s paths go hand in hand ; 

They Ihun each ill, they do no wrong,' 
Stri& honour does to them belong. 

How juft, how juft are all their ways, 
Superior far to mortal praife ! 

Their worth, defcription far exceeds, 

For matchlefs are Freemafons’ deeds. 

Goon, go Ori, yfc juft and true, 

Still, ftill the fame bright paths purfue ; 
Th’ admiring world (hall on ye gaze. 
And Friendmip’s altar ever blaze. 

Begone, begone, fly difcord hence ! 

With party rage, and infolence ! 

Sweet Peace fhafl blefs this happy band. 
And Freedom fmile throughout the land. 


SONG III. 

[Tune, Rule Britannia.] 

When earth’s foundation firft was laid. 

By the Almighty Artiit’s hand, 

’Twas then our perfe&, our perfe& laws were made, 
Eftablilh’d by his ftridfc command, 

chorus. 

Hail, myfterious 5 hail, glorious Majority ! 

That makes us ever great and free. 

In vain, jnankind for fhelter fought, 

In vain from place to place did roam, 

Until from Heaven, from Heaven he was taught 
To plan, to build, to fix his home. : ; . 
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Uluftrious hence we date our Art, 

Which now in beauteous piles appear ; 

And (hall to endlefs, to endlefs time impart. 

How worthy and how great we are. 

Nor we lefs fam'd for every tie 

By which the human thought is bound ; 

Love, truth, and friendfhip, and friendfhip focially^ 
Unite our hearts and hands around. 

Our a&ions {till by virtue bleft, 

And to our precepts ever true ; 

The world admiring, admiring (hall requeft 
To learn, and our bright paths purfue. 


SONG IV. 

[Tune, Rule Britannia.] 

Ere God the Univerfe began, 

In one rude chaos matter lay, 

And wild diforder over-ran, 

Nor knew of light one glimmering ray ; 
While, in darkneis, o’er the whole 
Confufion reign’d without control. 

Then God arofe, his thunders hurl’d, 
And bade the elements arife : 

In air he hung the pendent world, 

And o’er it fpread the azure Ikies ; 
Stars in circle caus’d to run, 

And in the centre fix’d the Sun. 

Then Man he call’d forth out of duft. 
And form’d him with a living foul ; 

All things committed to his truft, 

And made him ruler of the whole ; 
But, ungrateful unto Heaven, 

The rebel was from Eden driven. 

From thence proceeded all our woes, 

Nor could mankind one comfort cheer ; 
Until Free-mafonry arofe, 

Andform’d another Eden here 5 
’Tis only on Mafonic ground, 

Pleafure with innocence is found. 

t 5 
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’Tis here the pureft fountains flow, 

Here naught corrupt can enter ii v ; 
Here trees of knowledge ftately grow, 
Whofe fruit we taile, exempt from fin ; 
In friend fhip fweet we ftill abound* 

While guardian Angels hover round* 


S O N G V. 

[Written by Brother Noqrthouck, and fung in the 
Provincial Grand Lodge at Margate in Kent, 
June 12, 1786, by Brother Robson.] 

* y [ 7 W, Rule Britannia.] 

While trifles lead the world aftray, 

And vice feduces giddy youth 5 
Rejoice; my brethren, rti this aufpicious day. 

That guides a fleady few to truth 5 
Raife, raife your voices, ye Kentiih Mafons all, 

, Tis Sawbridge rules, obey his call. 

Shall Mafonry through Britain fpread, 

And flourim every where but here ? 

Forbid it, Virtue ! while you our footfteps lead, 

Kent foremoft fhall in worth appear 5 
Huzza, my brethren! to Sawbridge raife the fong, 
Our grateful ftrains to him belong. 

When Harold’s crown the Norman gain’d, 

In Kent a hardy race he found ; 

Whofe fons to cherifti, their ancient fame unftain’d 
Preferve it 6n mafonic gr. und : 

True to your duty, your anceftors, and land. 

Let Sawbridge lead a worthy band. 

* Away with, polities and news. 

Away with controverfies all 5 
We’re here united, above all party views. 

And gladly hail the fbcial call ; 

Fill, fill your glaffes ; let Sawbridge be the toaft, 
Long may we his prote&ion boaft ! .+ 

9 


Digitized by 


Google 



SONGS. 


4 ** 


SONG VI. 

[By J. F. Stanfield, Sunderland.] 
[anacreontic.] 

Not the fictions of Greece, or the dreams of old Rome, 
Shall with vifions miflead, or with meteors confume, 

No Pegafus’ wings my fhort foarings mifguMe ; 

Nor raptures detain me on Helicon fide. 

All douds now diffolve ; from the eaft beams the day 
Truth rifes in glory and waken* the lay. 

The eagle-ey’d Mufe — fees the light — fills th* grove 
With tne fongs of Freemafons, of Friendship, and Love! 

Infpir’d with the theme, the Divinity flies. 

And thron’d on a rainbow — before her arife 
Pajl, Prefent) and Future — with fplendid array. 

In mafonic fucceflion, their treafures difplay 5 
She views murder’d Merit by ruffian-hand fall, 

And the grave give its dead up, at fellowfhip’s call 1 
While the Craft, by their badges, their innocence prove ; 
And the fong of Freemafons is Friendfhip and Love ! 

From thofe ages remote, fee the Mufe fpeeds her way, 
To join in the glories the Prifent difplay. 

In freedom and friendfhip, fhe fees the true band 
With their fplendour and virtues illumine the land. 
Religion’s pure beams break the vapours of night, 

And from darknefs myfterious, the Word gives the light l 
While the Lodge here below, as the choirs from abdve, 
Join the fong of Freemafons in Friendfhip and Loire ! 

That the Future might keep, what the Pre/ent bellows. 
In rapture prophetic the goddefs arofe ; 

As (he fang through the fleieaf angels echo’d the foflnd, 
And the winds bore the notes to the regions atound ; 
The. kind proclamation our fong (hall retain, 

'Twas — ‘ That Mafonry long may its luftre maintain $ 

4 And till Time be no more, our fraternity prove, 

4 That the objeds we aim at, are Friendfhip and Loire V 
t 6 
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[Tune, Rural Felicity.] 

Ye dull ftupid mortals give o’er your conje&ures. 
Since Freemafons* fecrets ye ne’er can obtain ; x 

The Bible and compafTes are our dire&ors, 

And (hall be as long as this world doth remain. 

Here friendlhip inviting, here freedom delighting. 
Our moments in innocent mirth we employ : 

CHORUS. 

Come, fee, Mafons’ felicity, 

Working and finging with hearts full of joy. 

No other Society that you can mention, 

Which has been, is now, or hereafter (hall 

However commendable be its intention, 

Can ever compare with divine Mafonry. 

No envy, no quarrels, can here blaft our laurels. 

No paffion our pleafures can ever annoy : 

Come, fee, &e. 

To aid one another we always are ready, 

. Our rites and our fecrets we carefully guard ; 

The lodge to fupport, we like pillars are Heady, 

No Babel confufion our work {hall retard. 

Ye mortals come hither, affemble together. 

And tafte of thofe pleafures which never can cloy 
Come, fee, & c. 

We are to the Mailer for ever obedient, 

Whenever he calls, to the Lodge we repair; 

Experience has taught us, that ’tis moll expedient 
To live within compafs, and a& on the fquare. 

« Let mutual agreement be Freemafons’ cement, 

- Until the whole univerfe Time lhall deflroy. 
Come, fee, & c. 


SONG VIII. 

[Tune, When Phoebus the tops, &c.] 
While princes and heroes promifcuoufly fight. 
And for the world’s empire exeit all their might, 
We fit in the Lodges from danger fecure, 

No hardfhips we meet with, no pains we endure ; 
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But each brother cheerfully joins in a fong ; 

Our rites we renew, 

Our pleafures purfue ; 

Thus we waft time along. 

To reftlefs ambition we never give way. 

Our friends and our fecrets we never betray ; 
Henceforth, O ye Heroes, your ravages ceafe. 

And the laurels ye wear, to Freemafons releafe : 

Tho’ ye won them by warfare, we claim them by peace 
They are ours, ours, ours, ours, ours ; 

Tho’ ye won them by warfare, we claim them by peace 


SONG IX. 

\Tune> Hearts of Oak.]] 

No fe& in the world can with Mafons compare, 

So ancient, fo noble the badge which they wear, 
That all other Orders, however efteem’d, 

Inferior to Mafonry juftly are deem’d, 

CHORUS. 

We always are free, 

And for ever agree ; 

Supporting each other, 

Brother helps brother, 

No mortals on earth are fo friendly as we. 
When firft attic fire mortals glory became. 

Though fmall was the fpark, it foon grew to a flame ; 
As Phcebus celeftial tranfcendently bright, 

It fpread o’er the world a frefh torrent of light. 

We always, &c. 

The greateft of monarchs, the wifeft of men, 
Freemafonry honour’d again and again ; 

And nobles have quitted all other delights. 

With joy to prefide o’er our myftical rites. 

We always, &c. 

Ttio’ fome may pretend we’ve no fecrets to know, 
Such idle opinions their ignorance fhow ; 

While others, with raptures, cry out, they’re reveal’d. 
In Freemafons* bofoms they ftill lie conceal’d. 

We always, &c. 
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CoYcomical pedants miy fay what they can, 

Abufe us, ill ufe us, and laugh at our plan ; 

We’ll temper our mortar, enliven our fouls, 

And join in a chorus o'er full-flowing bowls. 

We always, &c. 

Song x. 

By Brother Stephen Jones. 

[Tune, Hearts of Oak.] 

A System more pure ne'er was modeled by man, 

Than that which we boaft as the Freemafon’s plan ; 

' It unites all the world by the ftrongeft of ties, 

And adds to men’s blifs, while it makes them more wide. 

I From the prince to the boor, 

j Be he rich, be he poor, 

1 A Mason is a Brother, 

V And each will help the other, 

So grateful the tie is of Freemasonry. 

That hence flow the pureft enjoyments of life, 

That banifh’d from hence are diffenfion and ftrife, 

That the leflons are good which we pra&ife and teach, 
Are truths that our foes vainly ft rive to impeach. 

From the prince, &C. 

The greateft of monarchs, the wifeft, and beft, 

Have Mafons become, and been true to the teft ; 

And ftill with that Sanction our rights are purfu'd, 
Admir’d by the wife, and approv’d by the good. 

From the prince, &c. 

Yet let not the “ Man of our hearts” be tinfung, 

Nor forget the effe&s of hie well-pleading tongue * ; 
May the prayers of our orphans to Heaven afeend, 

And fecure its beft bleflings for Moira their friend I 
From the prince, & c. 

• Alluding to a collection of upwards of i>OOl. being made for the Cum- 
berland School, after a fpeech of the Earl of Moira's in its behalf at a 
public dinner. 
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The talk were too tedious the deeds to record 
Of the great and the good, that our annals afford ; 

In a word, let us utter this truth to mankind, 

There’s no temple more pure than the true Mafon’s mind. 
From the prince, &c. 


SOfIG XI. 

[ Tune> Goddefs of Eafe.] 

Gen ius of Mafonry defeend, 

And with thee bring thy fpotlefs train ; 

Con dan t our (acred rites attend, 

While we adore thy peaceful reign ; 

Bring with thee Virtue, brighteft maid. 

Bring Love, bring Truth, and Friendfhip here 5 
While Tocial Mirth mall lend her aid, 

To footh the wrinkled brow of Care. 

Come, Charity, with goodnefs crown’d, 

Encircled in thy heavenly robe, 

Diffufe thy bleflings all around, 

To every corner of the globe 5 
See where (he comes, with power to biefc, 

WitH open hand, and tender heart. 

Which wounded feels at man’s di ft refs. 

And bleeds at every human (mart. 

Envy may every ill devife. 

And Falfehood be thy deadlieft foe. 

Thou, Friendfhip, ft ill (halt towering rift, 

And fink thine adverfaries low : 

Thy well-built pile (hall long endure, 

Through rolling years preferve its prime. 

Upon a rock it ftands fecure. 

And braves the rude affaulte of Time. 

Xe happy few, who here extend, 

In perfect lines, from eaft to weft. 

With fervent zeal the Lodge defend, 

And lock its fecrets in each breaft s 
Since ye are met upon the fquare, 

Bid Love and Friendfhip jointly reign. 

Be Peace and Harmony your care, 

Nor break the adamantine chain. 
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Behold the planets how they move, 
Yet keep due order as they run ; 
Then imitate the Stars above. 

And fhine refplendent as the Sun : 
That future Mafons, when they meet, 
May all our glorious deeds rehearfe, 
And lay, their Fathers were fo great. 
That they adorn’d the univerie. 


SONG XIL 
[Tune, Arno’s Vale.] 

When my divine Althaea’s charms 
No more fhall kindle foft alarms, 

And the keen lightning of her eye 
Paffes unfelt, unheeded by ; 

When moral Beauty’s heavenly form 
Shall ceafe the frozen foul to warm ; 
When manners thus corrupt we fee, 
Farewell the fweets of Masonry ! 

When Science fhall withdraw her light, 
Error fpread a Gothic night ; 

When Pity’s facred fource is dry, 

No pearly drop to melt the eye ; 

When Truth fhall hide herblufhing head. 
And famifh’d Virtue beg her bread ; 
When manners thus corrupt we fee, 
Farewell the iweels of Masonry ! 

But while the fair tranfport our fight. 
And moral Beauty’s charms delight ; 
While Science lifts her torch on high. 
And Pity thaws the melting eye ; 

While Truth maintains defpotic power. 
And Virtue charms without R dower ; 
While manners thus unftain’d we fee. 

All hail, the fweets of Masonry ! 


S O N G XIII. 


on, my dear brethren, purfue your great le&ure, 
on the precepts of old architecture ; 
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High honour to Mafons the Craft daily brings, 

Who are brothers of princes, and fellows of kings. 

We drove the rude Vandals and Goths off the ftage, 
Reviving the Art of Auguftus > fam’d age ; 

And Vefpafian dellroy’d the vail temple in vain, 

Since fo many now rile where our principles reign. 

The noble five Orders, compos’d with fuch art. 

Will amaze the fix’d eye, and engage the whole heart ; 
Proportion’s fweet harmony gracing the whole. 

Gives our work, like the glorious creation, a foul. 

Then, Mailer, and brethren, preferve your great name, 
The Lodge fo majeftic will purchafe you fame ; 
Rever’d it (hall Hand till all nature expire, 

And its glories ne’er fade till the world be on fire. 

See, fee, behold here, what rewards all our toil. 
Invigorates genius, and bids nature fmile ; • 

To our noble Grand Mailer let bumpers be crown’d, 
To all Mafons a bumper, fo let it go round. 

Again, my lov’d brethren, again let it pats. 

Our ancient firm union cements with the glafs ; 

And all the contention ’mongft Mafono lhall be, 

Who better can work, or who better agree. 


SONG XIV. 

Hail, Mafonry, thou craft divine ! 

Glory of earth, from Heaven reveal’d ; 
Which doth with jewels precious Ihine, 
From all but Mafons’ eyes conceal’d ; 
Thy praifes due, who can rehearfe, 

In nervous profe, or flowing verfe ? 

All Craftfmen true diftinguilh’d are, 

Our code all other laws excel ; 

And what’s in knowledge choice and rare, 
Within our brealls fecurely dwell. 

The Client bread, the faithful heart, 
Preferve the fecrets of the Art. 
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From fcorching heat and piercing cold, 
From beads, whofe roar the foieft rends j 

From the afiaults of warriors bold, 

The Mafon’s Art mankind defends. 

Be to this Art due honour paid. 

From which mankind receives fuch aid. 

Enfigns of date that feed our pride* 

Di ftin&ions troublefome and vain. 

By Mafons true are laid afide, 

Arf a free-born fons fuch toys difdain ; 
Ennobled by the name they bear, 
Diftitigui/h’d by the badge they wear. 

Sweet fellowship, from envy free. 

Friendly converfe of brotherhood ; 

The Lodge's lading cement be, 

Which has for ages firmly ftood. 

The Lodge thus built, for ages pad 
Has laded, and (hall ever lad. 

Then let us celebrate the praife 
Of all who have enrich’d the Art 5 

Let gratitude our voices raife, 

And each true brother bear a part. , 
Let cheerful drains their fame refouna. 
And living Mafons' health go round. 


SONG XV. 

[7W, In Infancy, &c.] 

Let Mafonry from pole to pole, 
Her facred laws expand, 

Far as the mighty waters roll, 

To wafh remoted land : 

That Virtue has not left mankind, 
Her focial maxims prove. 

For damp’d upon the Mafon’s mind 
Are Unity and Love. 
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Afcending to her tfative fky, 

Let Mafonry increafe ; 

A glorious pillar rais’d on high, 
Integrity its bale. 

Peace adds to olive boughs, entwin’d. 
An emblematic dove, 

As (lamp'd upon the Mafon’s mind 
Are Unity and Love. 


SONG XVI. 

[Tunc , In Infancy.] 

Hail, Mafonry ! thou facred Art, 

Of origin divine ! 

Kind partner of each focial heart, 

And fav'rite of the Nine ! 

By thee we're taught, our a&s tofquare, 

To meafure life's fhort fpan ; 

And each infirmity to bear 
That’s incident to man. 

Cbo . By thee, & c. 

Though Envy’s tongue fhould blafl thy fame. 
And Ignorance may fneer, 

Yet dill thy ancient honour’d name 
Is to each brother dear ; 

Then Alike the blow, to charge prepare, 

In this we all agree, 
u May Freedom be each Mafon’s care, 

<c And every Mafon free.” 

Cho . Then ftrike the blow, &c. 


SONG XVII. 

When Heaven defign’d that man fhould know 
All that was good and great below ; 

This was the happy, choice decree, 

The bleflings of Fr.emafonry. 

Hence Peace and Friend (hip deign to fmile, 
Inftru&ive rules the hours beguile : 

In focial joy and harmony 
Are fpent the hours of Mafonry. 
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To Beauty’s (hrine they homage pay. 

Its power they know* and own its fway ; 

And this their toail will always be, 

Succefs to Love and Mafonry. 

Of modern learning, ancient lore, 

Mafons poffefs an ample ftore ; 

At fa£tton fpurn, but loyalty 
Congenial is with Mafonry. " ' * 

When tafte and genius both combine. 

To fhape the (tone, or draw the line 5 
In fair proportion juft and free. 

All own the power of Mafonry. 

Whate’er in fculptur’d fkill we prize. 

Or domes are rear'd, or ftrudlures rife ; 

Such wonders ne’er mankind could fee. 

But from the help of Mafonry. 

An edifice we're proud to own, 

Of wood not made, nor yet of ftone ; 

Whofe angles, fquares, and fymmetry, 

Are emblems of Freemafonry. 

It's founded on a brother's love, 

Relief and Truth its pillars prove ; 

Its corner-ftone is Charity ; 

The building’s then Freemafonry. 

By Nature rear'd, improv’d by art, 

The manfion view, a Mafon's heart, 

Which ne'er was equall'd, all agree, 

When modell’d by Freemafonry. * > 

SONG XVIII. 

[Tune, Mulberry Tree.] 

Ye fons of fair Science, impatient to learn, 

What's meant by a Mafon you here may difeem ; 

He ftrengthens the weak, he gives light to the blind. 
And the naked he clothes — is a friend to mankind. 
All (hall yield to Mafonry ; 

Bend to thee, 

Bleft Mafonry ; 

Matchlefs was he who founded thee, 

And thou, like him, immortal (halt be. 
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He walks on the level of Honour and Truth, 

And fpurns the wild paflions of Folly and Youth 5 
The Compafs and Square all his frailties reprove, 
And his ultimate obje& is Brotherly Love. 

The Temple of Knowledge he nobly doth raife, 
Supported by Wifdom, and Learning its bafe ; 

When rear'd and adorn’d, ftrength and beauty unite, 
And he views the fair dru&ure with confcious delight. 

With Fortitude blefs'd, he’s a ftranger to fears, 

And govern'd by Prudence, he cautionfly fleers ; 

Till Temperance (hews him the port of Content, 

And Juftice unafk'd, gives the fign of confent. 

Infpir'd by his feelings, he bounty imparts. 

For Charity ranges at large in our hearts ; 

And an indigent brother reliev’d from his woes. 

Feels a plealure inferior to him who bellows. 

Thus a Mafon I've drawn, and expos'd to your view, 
And Truth mud acknowledge the figure is true ; 
Then members become, lets be brothers and friends. 
There’s a Secret remaining will make you amends. 


SONG XIX. 
[Tune, God fave the King.] 

Hail, Masonry divine! 

Glory of ages fhine, 

Long may’ll thou reign ! 

Where’er thy Lodges Hand, 

May they have great command, 

And always grace the land, 

Thou Art divine ! 

Great fabrics dill arife, 

And grace the azure; Ikies, 

Great are thy fchemes ! 

Thy noble Orders are 
Matchlefs beyond compare : 

No Art with thee can lhare, 

Thou Art divine ! 
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Hiram, the archttedfc. 

Did sill the Craft dire& 

How they (hould build; ^ 

Sol'mon, great Ifr'el'a king, ^ 

Did mighty bleffings brings > Chorut three times 
And left us grouna to fing, J 
Hail, roym Art ! . 


SONG XX. 

[By Brother NooRTIiduCK.J 

Lit drunkards boaft the power of wine. 
And reel from fide to fide ; 

Let lovers kneel at Beauty’s (brine. 

The fport of female pride s 
Be ours the more exalted part, 

To celebrate the Mafons* Art, 

And fpread its praifes wide. 

To derts and thickets dark and rude 
For fhelter bea ft s s repair ; * 

With fticks and draws the feather’d brood 
Sufpend theii* nefts in air ; 

And man untaught, a* wild as theft. 

Binds up fad huts with bows of trees. 

And feeds on wretched fere. ' 

But fcience dawning in his mind* 

The quarry he explores ; ' 

Induftry and the Arts combin’d 
Improv’d all Nature's ftores : 

Thus walls were built, and houfes rear’d. 

No ftorms or temped now are fear’d. 

Within his well-framed doors.; 

When (lately palaces arife, 

When columns grace the hall, 

When towers and fpires falute the ikies, 

We owe to Mafons all : 

Nor buildings only do they give. 

But teach men how within to live. 

And yield to Rea6?n’s call. 
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